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C H A p. X. 
RICHARD I. 

TTfe hinges preparations for the crufade Sets out on the 

crufade Tranf anions in Sicily Kin^s arrival in 

Paleftine State of Palefiine Diforders in Eng- 
land Tbe kinfs heroic anions in Paleftine His 

return from Paleftine Captivity in Germany War 

with France Tbe kinfs delivery Return to Eng" 

la fid- JVar with France Death and cbaraQer 

ef tbe king Mifcellaneous tranfaBions of this reign. 

THE compunftion of Richard, for his undutiful be- C H A P, 
haviour towards his father, was durable, and influ- X, 
enced him in the choice of his minifters and fcrvants after ^— v-'**^ 
his acceffion. Thofe who had feconded and favoured his 1189* 
rebellion, inftead of meeting with that honour and truft 
which they expeded, were furprized to find, that they 
lay under difgrace with the new king, and were on all occaii- 
ons hated and defpifed by him. The faithful minifters of 
Henry, who had vigoroufly oppofed all the enterprizes of 
his fons, were received with open arms, and were conti- 
nued in thofe employments, which they had honourably 
difcharged to their former mafter \ This prudent con- 
VoL. II. B dua 

^ Hoveden, p. 655. Bened. Abb. p. 547. M. Pari»t 
p. 107. / ^ 
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2 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

C HAP. duft might be thercfult of refleSion; but in a prince, 
X. like Richard, fo much ffuided by paflion, knd fo Ktile by 
^-'">'^""^^ policyj" it was commonly afcribed to a principle ftiH more 
1 189. virtuous and more honourable. 

Richard, that he might make atonement to one pa- 
rent for his breach of duty to the other, immediately fent 
orders for releafing the ^ueen-dowager from the confine- 
ment- in which (he had been fo long detained " ; and he 
entrufted her with the government of ' England, till his 
arrival in thatUngdom. His bounty to his Brother John 
was rather pro&fe and imprudent. Befides beftowing on 
him the county of Mortaigne in Normandy, granting him 
a penfion of four thoufand marks a year, and marrying 
him to Avifa, the daughter of the earl of Glocefter, by 
whom he inherited all the poffeflions of that opulent fa- 
mily ; he increafed this appanage, which the late king 
had defiined him, by other extenfive grants and concefli- 
ons. He conferred on him the whole eftateof William 
Peverell, which had efcheated to the crown : He put him 
in poffeffion of eight caftles, with all the forefts and ho- 
nours annexed to them ^. He delivered over to him no 
lefs than fix earldoms, CornwaV, Devon, Somerfet, Not- 
tingham, Dorfet, Lancafter and Derby °. And endea- 
-vouring, by favours, to fix that vicious prince in his duty, 
he put it too much in his power, whenever he pleafed, to 
depart from it. 
The The king, impelled more by the love of military glory 

king's than by fuperftition, aSed from the beginning of his reign, 
jrcpara- as if the fole purpofe of his government had been the, re- 
tion for Uef of the holy land, and the recovery of Jerufalem from 
the cm- ihg Saracens. This zeal againft infidels, being commu- 
ladc. nicated to his fubjeds, broke out in London on the day 

of his coronation, and made them find a crufade lefs dan- 
gerous, and attended with more immediate profit. The 
prejudices of the age had made the lending of ^oney on 
interefl: pafs by the invidious name of ufury ; yet the ne- 
ceflSty of the praftice had ftill continued it, and the great- 
eft part of that kind of dealing fell every where into the 
hands of the Jews } who, being already infamous on ac- 
count 

B Ben. Abb. p. 549. M. Paris, p. 107,-^ Trivet, p 97. 

. Diceto, p. 64^. Gervafe, p. 1537. ^ M. Paris, p. 107. 

^ Hoveden, p. 64$. Bened. Abb. p. SSf. 577, . W. Hem- 

p. 518. Bronipton, p. 1178. Knyghton,^. 2401. 
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count of their religion, had no honour to lofe, and were C H A P« 
apt to exercife a profeffion^ odious in itfelf, by every kind^ ^' 
of rigour, and even foraetimes by rapine ami extortion. *^"^^^^ 
The induftry and frugality of that people had put them * ^ ^' 
in poflfeflion of all the ready money, which the idlenefs 
and profufion of the Englifh, as well as of other European 
nations, enabled them to lend on exorbitant and unequal 
intereft. The monki(b writers reprefent it as a great 
ftain on the wife and equitable government of Henry, that 
he had carefully proteded this infidel race from all inju- 
ries and infults ; but the zeal of Richard afforded the pa* 
pulace a pretence for exercifing their animofity againft 
them. The king had iflued an edid, prohibiting their 
appearance at his coronation ; but fome of them, bnnging 
him large prefents from their nation, prefumed, in confi- 
dence of that merit, to approach the hall in which he 
dined ; and being difcovered, they were expofed to the 
infults and injuries of the by (landers^. They took to 
flight ; the people purfued them ; the rumour was fpread, 
that the king had given orders to maffacre all the Jews j 
a command fo agreeable was executed in an inftant on 
fuch as fell into the hands of the populace ; thofe who had 
kept at home were expofed to equal danger; the people^ 
moved by rapacity and zeal, broke into their houfes^ 
which they plundered, after having murdered the owners; 
where the Jews barricadoed their doors, and defended 
themfelves with vigour, the rabble fet fire to<the houfes^ 
and made way through the flames to exercife their pillage 
and violence ^ ; the ufual licentioufnefs of London, which 
the fovereign power with difficulty reftrained, broke out 
with fury, and continued thefe outrages; the houfes of 
the rich citizens, though chriftians, were next attacked and 
plundered ^ ; and wearinefs and fatiety at lad put an end to 
thediforder: Yet when the king impowered Glanville, 
the jufticiary, to inquire into the authors of thefe crimes, 
the guilt v^as found to involve fo many of the mofl con« 
fiderable citizens, that it was deemed more prudent to 

B 2 drop 

^ Hoveden, p. 657.' Bened. Abb. p. 560. M. Paris, p. 
io8. Brompton, p. 1156. Knyghton, p. 3401. ^ Aniu 
Waveri. p. 163. Knyghton, p. 2401. ^ Hoveden, p, 
657. Bened, Abb. p. 560. M. Paris, p. io8^ W. Hwning, 
p. 514. 
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CHAP, drop the profeculion ; and very few fuSFered the punifh- 

... X. mentdueto this enormity**. But the diforder flopped 

^"T^C*""^ not at London. The inhabitants of the other cities of 

*" 9* England, hearing of this flanghter of the Jews, imitated 

the example ' ; and in York, five hundred of that nation, 

who had retired into the cafile for fafety, and found thetn* 

felves unable to defend the place, murdered their own 

wives and children, threw the dead bodies over the walls 

upon ,the populace, and then fetting fire to the houfes, pe- 

rifhed in the flames ^. The gentry of the neighbourhood, 

who were all indebted to the Jews, ran to the cathedral, 

. where their bonds were kept, and made a folemn bonfire 

of the papers before the altar ^. 

The antient (ituation of England, when the people 
poflefled Utile riches and the public no credit, made it im* 
poflible for the fovereigns to bear the expences of a fleady 
or durable war, even on their frontiers ; much Icfs could 
they find regular means for the fupport of fuch diflant 
expeditions as thofe into Palefline, which were more the 
refult of popular frenzy than of fober reafon or deliberate 
policy. Richard, therefore, knew, that he muft carry 
with him all the treafure requifite for his enterprize, and 
that both the remotenefs of his own country and its po« 
verty made it unable to furnifh him with thofe continued 
fupplies, which the exigencies of fo perilous a war muft 
neceflarily require. His father had left him a treafure of 
above an htindred thoufand marks ^ ; and the king, negli- 
gent of every intereft, but that of prefent glory, endea- 
voured to augment this fum by all expedients, however 
pernicious to the public, or dangerous to royal autho« 
rity ^ : He put to fale the revenues and manors of the 
crown ; the offices of greateft truft and power, even thofe 
of forefter and fherifF, which antiently were fo impor- 
tant °, became venal; the dignity of chief jufliciary. In 
whofe hands was lodged the whole execution of the laws, 

was 

* Diceto, p. 647. Knyghtmi, p. 2401. ' Chron. de 

' Dunft. p. 42. Wykes, p. 34. W. Heniing p. $16. Diceto, 

p. 651. ^ Hoveden, p. 665. Bened. Abb. p. 586. M. 

Paris, p. III. ^ W. Heming. p. 518. ^ Hoveden, p. 

656. N Bened. Abb. p $68. 

^ The iheriffhad antiendy both the adminiftration of J^i^ 
tice and the management of the king's revenue committed to 
him m the county. Sec Hale of Sheriffs Accounts. 
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was fold to Hugh de Puzas, biftiop of Durham^ foraCH AP,^ 
thoufand marks ; the fame prelate bought the earldom X. 
of Northumberland for his life ^ ; many of the champions ^**^^**^' 
of thecrofs, who had repented of their vow, purchafed **^ 
the liberty of violating it ; and Richard,' who flood iefs in 
need of men than money, on thefe conditions, difpenfed 
with their attendance. Elated with the hopes of famc^ 
which in that age attended no wairs but thofe againft the 
infidels, he was blind to every other cpnfideration^ and 
when fome of his wifer minifters objeSed againfl thb dlfli- 
pation of the revenue and power of the crown, he replied, 
that he would fell London itfelf if he could find a purcba- 
fer ^ Nothing indeed could be a flronger proof hpw ne- 
gligent he was of all future interefls in comparifon of the 
crufade, than his felling, for fo fmall a fum as lo^ooo 
marks, the vafTalage of Scotland, together with the for- 
treffes of Roxborough and Berwic, the greate^ acquifi- 
tion which had been made by his father during the courfe . 
of his vidorious reign ; and his accepting the homage o£. 
William in the ufual terms, merely for the tjerritories 
which that prince held in England ^. Numerous cxafti- 
ons were praSifed on the Englifh of all ranks and fl^^ions: - 
Menaces were employed both ags»nfl the innocent aod fhe^ 
guilty, in order to force money from them : And where . 
a pretence was wanting againfl the rich, the king pbliged . 
them, by th^ fear of his difpleafure, to lend hin) fjums, 
which, he knew, it would never be in his pow^x to^ 
repay. ^ . i . / 

But Richard, though he facrlfked every intereil alnil • 
confideration to the fuccefs of this pious ente,rprize^.,<;ar- 
ried fo little the appearance of fanftity in his condnQ,. ihstX , 
Fulk, curate of Neuilly, a zealous preacher of the cru- 
fade, who from that merit had acquired the privilege of. 
fpeaking the boldefl truths, advifed him to rid hipifelf of 
his notorious vices, particularly his pride, avarice and vo- ; 
luptuoufnefs, which, he called the king's three favourite 
daughters. Ton counfel well, replied Richard; amlJBfre- 
by difpofe of the firft to the Templars^ of the fecmd id the 
BenediBineSy and of the third io my prelities. 

Richard, jealous of attempts which might be made 
on England during his abfence, laid prince J^n^ as^wcB 
as his naturalbrother Geoffrey, arc))bi0iop of Yorkj iio-^ 

' .der . 

' M. Paris, n. 109. <l. W. Hemiog. ^ $19. KnygJbton^ , 
p. 2^Q2. ^ Hoveden, pu 66a. Rymcr, Yoi L p. 6f. 
M. Wdfc. p a$7. 
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6 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

CHAP, der engagements, confirmed by their oaths, that neither 
^. 0f them fhoufd enter that kingdom till his return ; though 

J,.— ^i,,^ he thought proper, before his departure, to withdraw 
^*^5* this prohibition ^ The adminiftration was left in the 
bands of Hugh, bifliop of Durham, and of Longchampj» 
bifhop of Ely, whom he appointed judiciaries and guar- 
dians of the realm ^. The latter was a Frenchman of 
ipean birth, and of a violent charaSer ; who by art and 
addrefs liad infinuated himfelf into favour, whom Richard 
had created chancellor, and whom he had engaged the 
pope alfo to inveft with the legatine authority, that, by 
centering every kind of power in his perfon, he might the 
better enfure the public tranquillity ". All the military 
and turbulent fpirits flocked about the perfon 'of the king, 
and were impatient to diftinguilh themfelves againft the 
infidels in Afia; whither his inclinations, his engage- 
ments, led him, and whither he was impelled by meffagea 
from the king of France, ready to embark iii this enter- 
prize^. 

The emperor Frederic, a prince of great fpirit and 
conduct, had already taken the road to Paleftine at the 
head of 150,000 nieo, collefted from Germany and all 
the northern ftates ; and having furmounted every obftacle 
thrown in his way by the artifices of the Greeks and the 
power of the infidels, had penetrated to the borders of 
Syria ; when, bathing in the cold river Cydnus, during 
the greateft heat of the fummer-feafon, he was feized 
with a morfal diftemper, which put an end to his life and 
his rafli enterprize ^. His army, under the command of 
his fonConrade, reached Paleftine ; but was fo diminifhed 
by fatigue, fanzine, maladies and the fword, that it fcarce 
amounted to eight thoufand men ; and was infuflScient to 
ipake any progrefs againft the great power, valour, and 
conduft of Saladin. Thefe reiterated calamities, attend- 
ing the Crufades, liad taught the kings of France and 
England the neceffity of trying another road to the holy 
land ; and they determined to condu6fc their armies thi^ 
therbyfeg, to carry provifions along with them, and by 

means - 

' Hoveden, jp; 664. Bened. Abb. p. 584. Brompton, p, 
1 171. '^ Hoveden, p. 663. Bened. Abb. p 584. M. 
Paris, p. no. ^ Hoveden, p. 665, 702. Bened. Abb, 
p. 585, * 14' Paris, p. 109. Diceto, p. 649. RymcTj 
vol. 1. p. 63. y Bened. Abb. p. 556. 
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means of their naval power te maintain an open commu- CHAP. 
liicarion with their own ftatcs, and with the weftern parts X. 
of Europe. The firft place of rendezvous was* appointed ^ — y-^/ 
in the plains of Vezelay, on the borders ot Burgundy^; 'J^^' 
and Philip and Richard, on their arrival there, found their ^9"* J'wc. 
armies amount to 100,000 men^; a mighty force, ani- 
mated with glory and religion, conduflted by two warlike 
monarchs, provided with every thing which their feveral 
dominions could afford, and not to be overcome but by 
their mifconduft, or by the unfurmountable obftacles of 

The French prince and the Englifli here Vrelterated King fets 
their proraifcs of mutual fricndthip* pledged their faith out on the 
not to invade each other's dominions during the crufad^ ^™^*^^' 
€«chaBiged the oaths of all their barons and prelates to the 
Came cffeft, andfubjefted themfelves to the penalty of in- 
terdjSs and excommunications, if they ihould ever violate 
this public and folemn engagement ^ They then fepa- 
ratqd J Philip took the road tpOenoa, Richard that to 
Macfeilles, with a view of me«tting their fleets, which i^th Sept, 
were feyerally appointed to rendezvous in tbefe harbours ^\ 
Tbey piJt to fea ; and nearly i^bout the fame time, were 
obliged, by ttr^h of weather, 10 take (belter in MefTma, 
where they were detained during the whole winter. This 
event laid the foundation of aniHwfities,. which proved fa- 
tal to their enterprize. 

Richard aiid Philip were, by the fituaiion and extent 
of their dominions, rivals in power ; by their age and in- 
clinations, competitors for glory ; and thcfe caufcs of emu- 
lation, which, had the princes been empbyed in the field 
againft the common enemy, might have ftlmalatcd them 
to martial enterprizes, foon excitedj during the prcfent 
leifurcand repofe, quarrels between monarchs of fuch a 
fiery charaSer. Equally haughty 1 ambitious, intrepid, 
and inflexible ; they were irritated with the le;ifl appear- 
ance of injury, and were incapable, by mutual conde- 
fcenfions, to efface thofe caufips of complaint, which una- 
voidably arofc between them. Richard,, candid, fincerc, 
undefigning, impolitic, violent, kid hlmfelf open, on 

every 

^ Hovcden, p. 660. ^ Vinifauf, p. 305. » Hov6. 

in, p. 664. Bened. Abb. p. 583. Tnvct, p. 99. Vmifeuf. 

305. c Hovcden, p. 666. Baied. Abb, p. 599. . ML 
iris, p. 112. Diccto, p. 605* 



den. ^ 
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CHAP, t^ity bccafion, to the defigns of his antagonift ; who, 
Xr. provident^ interefted^ deceitful, failed not to take all ad^ 
Vt'V'**^ vantages againft him : And thus, both the circumftances 
^^'9^' . of ih^ir difpofition in which they were ilmilar, and thofe 
in which they differed, rendered it impoffible for them to 
perfevere in that harVnony, which was fo eflential to the 
liicccfs of their undertaking. 
Tranfiie- The laft king of Sicily and Naples was William IL 
tion in vrh6 ^a4 married Joan; fift^r to Richard, and who, dy- 
Sicily. ing Without iflue, had bequeathed his dominions to his pa* 
^ ternal aunt, Confiantia, the only legitimate offspring fur- 
yivijigof^JRogef, the firftfovereign of thofe ftates who had 
been honoured with the royal title. This princefs had, in 
^xpeSation of that rich' inheritance, been married t^ 
Henry" Vl. the prefent emperor ^ ; but Tanered, her na* 
tUral brother, had fixed fuch an interefi among the barons, 
that, taking advantage of Henry's abfence, he had ac^uir* 
ed pofleflion of the throne, and maintained hi$ claim, by 
force of arms, againft all the efforts of the Germans « 
The approach of the cnifadcrs naturally gave him apprc-r 
henfions for his utifiabte government ; and he was uncer- 
tain^ Whether he had more reafon to dread the prefence of 
the French or of the Englifti monarch. Philip was eni» 
gaged in ftrid alliance with the emperor, his competl- 
tor: Richard wai dilguffed by his rigours towards the 
queen-dowager, whom the Sicilian prince had confined in 
Palermo ; bccaufc tt^e had oppofed with all hfer intereft his 
fucceflion to the crown. Tanered, therefore, fenfible of 
the prefent neceffity, rciblved to pay court to both thef6 
formidable princes ; and he was not unfuccefsful in his en«* 
deavours.. He perfuaded Philip that it was highly impro- 
per for hhn to interrupt hts enterprize againft the infidels, 
by any attempt againffa chriftian prince: He reft6red 
queen Joan to her liberty ; and even found means to make 
"an alliance with Richard, who ftipulated by treaty to mafw 
"fy his nephew, Arthur, the young duke t>f Brittany, t6 
ibne of the daughters of Tanered ^ But bcfo»-e thefe 
terms of friendfliip were agreed on, Richard, jealous both 
of Tanered and of the inhabitants of Mefllina, had takeii 
up his quarters in the fuburbs, and had poffeffed himfelf of 
^fmallfort, which commanded the harbour; and he re- 
''\\"\",i ^■-: ^ .J ..:".:. -n^ained 

^ Bcfted. Abb. p. 580: ? Hoyeden; k l56j. ? Hoffe? 
den, p. 676, 677. Bened. Abb. p. 6iJ.' * ' ' ^ 
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fnaincd extremely on his guard againft their enterprlzes^CH AF* 
The citizens took umbrage : Mutual infults and attacks X. 
paffed between them and the Englifli : Philip, who had ^"-^ v^'^-' 
quartered his troops ift the town, endeavoured to accom- ' '9*^ 
modate the quarrel, and held a conference with Richard 3d OGt 
for that purpofe. While the two kings, meeting in the 
open fields, were engaged in difcourfe on thisfubje^Q, a 
body of thefe Sicilians feemed to be drawing towards them ; ^ih OflL 
and Richard pufhed forwards, in order to inquire into the 
reafon of this extraordinary movement ^, The Engli(h» 
iniblent from their power, and inflamed with former ani* 
snofities, wanted but a pretence for attacking the MeiE* 
nefc ; and they foon chaCed them from the field, drove 
them into the town, and entered with them at the gates. 
The king employed his authority to reftrain them J&twi 
"pillaging and maflacring the defencetefs inhabitants ; but 
he gave orders, in token of bis viQory, that the ftahdard 
t>f England (hould be ered^d on the walls. Philip, who 
confidered that place as his quarters, exclaimed againft the 
infult, and ordered fome of his troops to puH down the 
ftandard : But Richard inforrhed him by a titeflenger, 
that though he himfclf would willingly remove that ground 
of offence, he would not permit it to be done by others; 
and if the French king attempted filch an 'inftilt upon 
him, he flbould not fucceed but by the titmoft effufidn <rf 
blood. Philip, contented with this fpecies of haughty 
fubmiflion, recalled his orders " : The difference was 
feemingly acconrmodated ; but left ftill the remains of raa- ' 
cour and jealoufy in the bread of the two monarchs. 

Takcred, who, for his o^'n fecurity, defined to in- 
flame their mutual hatred, pra^ifed an artifice* Y^hidi 
might have been attended ^ith confequences ftftl liior? 
fatal. He fhe wed Richard a letter, fi^gned by the French 
king, and delivered to him, as he pretended^ hy the 
'^uke of Burgundy ; in whidi that monarch defired Tan* 
cred to fall upon the quarters of the Engliih, andpro- 
mifed to affift him in putting them to the (word, as com-r 
mon enemies, llie unwary Richard gave credit- to the 
information ; but was too candid not to betray, his difcour 
tent to Philip, who abfolutely denied the letter, and 
charged the Sicilian prince, with forgery and fallehood, 

Richard 

"^ B^ned. Abb. p. 698. ^ Hoveden, p. 674. 
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CHAP. Richard either, was, or pretcpded to be, entirely fatlf- 

X. fied^ 
^'■*'*>^'"**^ Lest thcfc jealoufies and complaints fljould multiply 
"9*- between them, it was propofed, that, by a folemn trea- 
ty, they fliould obviate all future differences, and adju£t 
every point which could poffiWy hereafter become a con- 
troverfy between them. But this expedient ftarted a nevjr 
difpute, which might ha^ proved more dangerous than 
any of the foregoing, and. which deeply concerned the ho- 
nour of Philip's family. When Richard, in every trea- 
ty with Henry U. infifted fo ftrc^uotufly on being sdlo wed 
to marry Alice of France, he bad only fought a pretence 
for quarrelling ; and neve^ #eant to take into Jiis bed a 
princefs fufpeSed of a criilaipal ^naour with his own father. 
After he became maftef^ he no longer fpoke of that al-' 
liance : He even tobk m^afures for efpoufing Berengaria^ 
daughter of Sanchez, jcipg; of Navarre, with >vbora he 
had become enamoured during his abode in Guienne ^ ^ 
Queen Eleanor was daily expe^ed . with that princefs at * 
Meffina ^ : And when^ Philip renewed to hiii^ Ijis applica- 
tions for efpoufirtg his fifter Alice, Richard was obliged to 
give him an aWblute refufal. It is pretended by Hoveden 
and other hiftorians '^, that he was able to produce fuch 
convincing proofs of Alice's infidelity, and even of her hav- 
ing Jborne a child to Henry, that her brother defifted from 
hK applications, and chofi? to wrap up the diftionour of 
liis family in filence and oblivion. It is certain, from the 
treaty itfelf, which yet reni^ains '^j that, whatever were 
his motives, he permitted Richard to give his hand to Be- 
rengaria ; and having fettled all other controverfies with 
that-prince, he immediately fet (ail for the holy land. • 
Richard awaited fome time the arrival of his mother and 
bride; and when they joined him, he feparated his fleet 
into two fquadrons, and fet forward on his enterprize. 
Queen Eleanor returned to England : But Berengaria^ 
ahd the queen-dowager of Sicily, his fifter, attended him 
on the expedition ^. 

The Englifli fleet, on leaving the port of Meflina, 
met with a furious temped ; and the fquadron, on which 

the 

' Hoveden, p. 688. Bened. Abb. p. 642, 64^ Bromp- 
ton, p. 1195. ^ Vinifauf, p. 316. * ^ M. Paris, p, 

112. Trivet, p. 102. W. Heming. p. 519. ^ Hove- 

den, p. 68S. N Rymcr, vol. i. p. 69. Chron. de Dunft. 
P 44- ? Bened. Abb. p. 644. 
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the two young princeflfes were embarked, was driven on C H A^- 
the coaft of Cyprus, and fomc of the veffek were wreck- X. 
cd near Limiffo in that ifland. Ifaac, prince of Cyprus, ^'"*"'^'^"-*^ 
who afTumed the magnificent title of emperor, pillaged V?V^ 
the (hips that were ftranded, threw the feamen and paf-**^^^"^ 
fengers into priSon, and even refufed to the princeflfes li- 
berty, in their dangerous fituation, of entering the har- 
bour of Limiflb ^ But Richard, who arrived foon «fter, 
took ample vengeance on him for the injury. He difem- 
barked his troops ; defeated the tyrant, who oppofed his 
landing; entered Limiflb by ftorm ; gained next day a 
fecond viftory ; obliged Ifaac to furrender at difo'etion ; 
and eftabliflied governors over the ifland ^ The Greek 
prince, being thrown into prifon and loaded with irons, 
complained of the little regard with which he was treated: 
Upon which, Richard ordered fiWer fetters to be made 
for him ; and this emperor, pleafed with the diflindion^ 
erprefled a fenfe of the generofity of his conqueror \ 
The king here efpoufed Berengaria% who, immediately ladiMi^. 
embarking, carried along with her to Palcftinc the daugh- 
ter of the Cypriot prince; a dangerous rival, who was 
believed to have feduced the affeSions of her hufband. 
Such were the libertine charaSer and condud of the he- 
roes engaged in this pious enterprize I 

The Engliih army arrived in time to partake in the Thcldi^i 
glory of the fiege of Acre or Ptolemais, which had bcenarrnralk 
attacked for above two years by the united force of all the PakftinQ, 
chriftians in Paleftine, and had been defended by the ut- 
moft efforts of Saladin and the Saracens. The remains of 
the German army, conduced by the emperor Frederic, 
and the . feparate bodies of adventurers who continually 
poured in from the weft, had enabled the king of Jerufa- 
lem to form this important enterprize ^ : But Saladin, 
having thrown a ftrong garrifon into the place under the 
command of Caracos ", his own mafter in the art of war, 
and molefting the befiegers with continual attacks and in- 
cnrfions, had protraSed the fuccefs of the enterprize, and 

wafted 

^ Vinifauf, p. 319, 320. W. Hcming p! 523. ^^ened. 
Abb. p. 645. Trivet, p. 103, *^ Bened Abb. p 6507 
Ann. Waverl p. 164 • Vinilauf, p. 328. W. Heming p. 
5^3- ^ Hove4<?n» p. 692. Bened. Abb. p 650. Knyghton, 
p. 2404. T Vinifauf, p 269, 271, 279. ^ Diceto, 

p. 654- 
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CHAP, wafted the force of his enemies. The arrival of Philij> 
X. and Richard infpired new life into the chriftians; and 

^**"^'^^**^ thefe princes, aSing by concert, and (haring the honour 
*'9'' and danger of evety aSion, gave hopes of a final viQory 
over the infidels. They agreed on the plan of operati- 
ons : When the French monarch attacked the town, the 
Englifti guarded the trenches : Next day, when the Eng- 
lifli prince conduScyi the aflault, the French fucceeded 
him in providing for the fafety of the aflailants. The 
emulation between thefe rival kings and rival nations pro* 
duced extraordinary ads of valour ; and Richard in parti- 
cular, animated with a more precipitate courage, than 
Philip, and more agreeable to the romantic fpirit of that 
age, drew to himfelf the attention of all the world, and 
acquired a great and fplendid reputation. But this har- 
mony was of very fliort duration ; and occafions of dif- 
cord foon arofe between thefe jealous and haughty princes. 

State of The family of Bouillon, which had been firft placed 

PaJdE^e. on the throne of Jerufalem, ending in a female, Fulk, 
count of Anjou, grandfather to Henry II. of England, 
married the heirefs of that.kingdom, and transmitted his 
title to the younger branches of his family. The Anjevin 
race, ending alfo in a female, Guy de Lufignan, by ef- 
poufing Sibylla, the heirefs, had fucceeded to the title ; 
and though he loft his kingdom by the invafion of Sala- 
din. He was ftill acknowledged by all the chriftians for 
king of Jerufalem \ But as Sibylla died without iffuc, 
during the fiege of Acre, Ifabella, her youngeft fifter, put 
in her claim to that titular kingdom, and required Lufig- 
nan to refign his pretenfions to her huft>and Conrade, 
marquis of Montferrat. Lufignan, maintaining that the 
royal title was unalienable and indefcazable, had recourfe 
to the protedion of Richard, attended on him before he 
left Cyprus, and engaged him to embrace his caufe \ 
There needed no other reafon for throwing Philip into the 
party of Conrade ; and the oppofite views of thefe ^rcat 
monarchs brought fadion and difiention into the cbriftian 
army, and retarded all its operations ^. The Tem{)Iars, 
the Genoefe, and the Germans, declared for Philip and 
Conrade ; the Flemings, the Pifans^ the knights of the 

hofpital 

^ VinifauC p. 281. '^ Trivet, p. 104. Vimikitf, pt 
34a. W. Hcming. p. 524. ^ Hoveden, p. 693. M. 
Paris, p. 115. W. Hemtng. p. 5^4. Knyghton, p. 1405. 
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hofpital of St. John, adhered to Richard and Luf]gnan.C HA P. 
But notwhhftanding thefe difputes, as the length of the X. 
liege had reduced the Saracen garrifon to the laft ejitre- ^-*"V**^ 
mity, they furrendered themfelves prifoners; ftipulated, V?*i 
for the faving their lives, other advantages to the chrif-**^ J^^' 
tians ^, fuch as the reftoring of the chriftian prifoners, 
and the delivery of the wood of the truecrofs® ; and this 
great enterprize, which had long engaged the attention of 
all Europe and AHa, was at laft, after the lofs of 300,000 
men, brought to a happy period. 

But Philip, inftead of purfuing the hopes of farther 
conqueft, and redeeming the holy city from flavery, being 
difgufted with the afcendant afliimed and acquired by Ri« 
chard, and having views of many advantages, which he 
might reap by his prefencc in Europe, declared his refolu- 
tion of returning into France ; and he pleaded his bad 
fiate of health as an ej^cufe for his defertion of the com- 
mon caufe^. He left, however, to Richard ten thoufand 
of his troops, under the command of the duke of Burgun« 
dy ; and he renewed his oath never to commence hoftilities 
againft that prince's dominions during his abfence. But he 
had no (boner reached Italy than he applied to pope Ce^ 
leftine III. for a difpenfation from this vow ^ ; and when 
denied that requeft, he ftill proceeded, though after aco^ 
vert manner, in a projeft, which the prefent fituation of 
England rendered fo inviting, and which gratified, in fo 
eminent a degree, both his refentment and his ambition. 

Immediately after Richard had left England, andDiibrdera 
begun his march to the holy land, the two prelates, whom ii^ Eng- 
he had appointed guardians of the realm, broke into ani- 1**^ 
moiities againft each other, and threw the whole kingdom 
into combuftion. Longchamp, prefiimptuous in his na- 
ture, elated by the favour of his mafter, and armed with 
the legatine commiftion, could not fuibmit to an equality 
with the biftiop of Durham ; and even went fo far as to 
arreft his colleague, and to extort from him a refignation 
of the earldom of Northumberland, and of his other dig* 
nities, as the price of his liberty ^. The king, informed 

of 

-^Hoveden, p. 695. M. Paris, p- JiJ. ' Vinifauf, p. 
341. ^ Bened. Abb. p. 667 Vinifauf, p. 343. W. He- 
ming. p 527. Knyghton, p. 2405. ^ fiened. Abb. p. 
720. W. Heming. p. 527. Brompton, p. U2J[. ^ Hove- 
dcn, p, 665. Knyghton, p. Z^^i* 
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C H A P. of thcfe diffentions, ordered, by letters from Marfeillcs, 
X. that the bifhop fltoold be re-tnfiated in his offices ; but 
^""■"^^'^^'^ Longchamp had ftill the boMnefs to refufe compliance^ on 
*^9>- pretence that he himfelf was better acquainted with the 
king*s fecret intentions ^\ He proceeded to govern the 
kingdom by his fole authority ; . to treat ail the nobility with 
arrogance ; and to difplay his power and riches with an 
invidious oftentation. He never travelled without a ftrong 
guard of fifteen hundred foreign foldiers, colleded from 
that licentious tribe with which the age was generally in- 
fcfted ^ : Nobles and knights were proud of being ad- 
mitted into his train ^^ : His retinue wore the afpeft of 
royal magnificence : And when, in his progrefs through 
the kingdom, he lodged in any monaflery, his attendants, 
it is /aid, were fufficient to devour, in one night, the re- 
venue of feveral years ^ The king, who was detained in 
Europe longer than the haughty prelate expeSed, hearing 
of this oftentation, which exceeded even what the habits 
of that age indulged to ecciefiaftics ; being alfo informed 
of the infolent tyrannical condufl of his minifter ; thought 
proper to reftrain his exorbitant power ; and he fent new 
orders, appointing Walter archbifhop of Rouen, William 
Mareihal earl of Strigul, Geoffrey Fitz-Peter, William 
Briewere, and Hugh Bardolf, counfellors to Longchamp, 
and commanding him to take no meafure of importance 
without their concurrence and approbation ^, But fuch 
general terror had this man impreffed hy his violent con- 
dud, that even the archbifhop of Rouen and the earl of 
Strigul durft not produce this mandate of the king; and 
Longchamp ftill maintained an uncontrouled authority 
over the nation ^. But whep he proceeded fo far as to 
throw into prifon Geoffrey atchbiftiop of York, who had 
oppofed his meafures **, this breach of ecctefiaftical privi- 
leges excited fuch an univerfal ferment, that prince John, 
difgufted with the fmall (hare he poffeffed in the govern- 
ment, and perfonally difobliged by Longchamp, ventured 
to fummon at Reading a general council of the nobility 

and 

*■ W. Heming. p. 528. ^ Hoveden, p. 702. ^ M. 
Paris, p. 114. W. Heming. p. 528. * Hoveden, p 680. 
Bened. Abb. p. 6a6, 700. Brompton, p. 1 193. ^ Hove- 
den, p. 687. Bened. Abb. p. 640. Diceto, p. 659. Bromp- 
ton, p. 1194. ^ Hoveden, p. 687. ^ Hoveden, p, 
701, Bencd. Abb. p. 697. W. Heming. p. 529.- 
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and prelates, and citcTiimto appeartcforc them. Long- CHAP. 
champ thought it dangerous to entruft his perfon in their X. 
hands, and he (hut himfelF up in the tower oF London ^ :*-"*v^*^^ 
But being foon obliged to furrender that fortreb, he fled '*9** 
beyond fea, concealed under a female habit, and was de- 
prived of his offices of chancellor and chief jufiiciary ; the 
lad of which was conferred on the archbilhop of Rouen^ 
a prelate of great prudence and moderation ^. The of- 
fice of legate, however, which had been renewed to 
Longchamp by pope Celeftine, ftill gave him, notwith- 
ftanding his abfence, great authority in the kingdom, en- 
abled him to difturb the government, and forwarded the 
views of Philip, who watched every opportunity of an- 
noying Richard's dominions. That monarch firft attempt- 
ed to carry open war into Normandy ; but as the French 
nobility refufed to follow him in an invaiion of a ftate 
which they had fwom to proteft, and as the pope, who 
was the general guardian of all princes that had taken the 
crofs, threatened him with ecclefiaftical cenfures, he de- 
Afted from his enterprize, and employed againft England 
the expedient of fecret policy and intrigue. He debauch- 
ed prince John from his allegiance ; promifed him his 
fifter Alice in marriage ; offered to give him pofleflion of 
all Richard's tranfmarine dominions ; and had not the au- 
thority of queen Eleanor, and the menaces of the Englifh 
council, prevailed over the inclinations of that turbulent 
prince, he was ready to have crofled the feas, and to have 
put in execution his criminal enterprizes. 

The jealoufy of Philip was every moment excited by Thefa'ng's 
the gloLy which the great adions of Richard were gainingheroic ac- 
him in the Eaft, and which, being compared to his own ^ons in 
defertion of that popular caufe, threw a double luftre on P^eftine. 
his rival. His envy, therefore, prompted him to obfcure 
that fame, which he had not equalled ; and he embraced 
every pretence of throwing the moft violent and moft im- 
probable calumnies on the king of England. There was 
a petty prince in Afia, commonly called The old tnan 
of the mountain^ who had acquired fuch an afcendant 
over his fanatical fubjeds, that they paid the rood impli« 
cit deference to all his commands ; efteemed aflaflination 
meritorious, when fandified by his mandate; courted 

danger, 

^Benod. Abb. p. 698. M. Paris, p 117. W.. Hemmg. 
p. 530. Bromptan, p. 11 26. ? W. Heming. p. 530. 
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CHAP.danger, and even certain death in the execution of his 
X. orders; andfancied, that where they facrtficed their lives 

'^■"'■"^'''"*"* for his fake, the higheft joys of paradife were the infaliible 
^ tga. reward of their devoted obedience '. It was the cuftom of 
this prince, when he imagined himfelf injured^ to dif-» 
patch fecretly fome of his fubjefls againft the aggreflbr, • 
to charge them with the execution of his revenge, to in- 
firud them in every art of difguifing their purpofe ; and 
DO precaution was fufficient to guard any man, however 
powerful, againft the attempts of thefe fubtle and deter- 
mined ruffians. The greateft m,onarchs flood in awe of 
this prince of the aflaflins, (ibr that was the name of his 
people ; whence the word has been transferred into moft 
European languages) and it was the higheft indifcretion of 
Conrade, marquis of Montferrat, to offend and to afiront 
him. The inhabitants of Tyre, who were governed by 
that nobleman, had put to death fome of this dangerous 
people: The prince demanded fatisfadion ; for as. he 
piqued himfelf on never beginning any offence % he had 
his regular and eftabliihed formalities in requiring atone* 
ment : Conrade treated his mcffengers with difdain : The 
prince iffued the fatal orders : Two of his fubjeds, who 
had iniinnated themfelves in difguife among Conrade's 
guards, openly, jn the.ftreetsof Sidon, put him to death ; 
and when they were feized and put to the moft cruel tor-» 
tures, they triumphed amidft their agonies, and rejoiced 
that they had been deftined by heaven to fuffer in fo juft 
and meritorious a caufe. 

Every one in Paleftine knew from what hand the blow 
came. Richard was entirely free from fufpicion. Tho^ 
that monarch had formerly maintained the caufe of Lu- 
ftgnan againft Conrade, he.had become fenfible of the bad 
effeds attending thefe diffentions, and had voluntarily con* 
ferred on the former the kingdom of Cyprus, on condi- 
tion that he (hould reftgn to his rival all pretentions to the 
crown of Jcrufalem ^. Conrade himfelf, with his dying^ 
breath, had recommended his widow to the protedion of 
Richard ^ ; the prince of the aflaflins avowed the adion in 
a formal narrative which he fent to Europe '^ ; yet, on 

this 

^ W, Hemmg. p. 532. Brompton, p. 1243. ^Rymer, 
vol. i. p. 71. «■ Vinifauf, p. 391. ^ Brompton p. 1243. 
'^ Rynicr, v6l. i. p. 71, Trivet, p. 124. Wi Heming, p. 
544. Diceio, p. 680. . . ^ 
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this foundation, the king of France thought fit to buHdC H A R 
the moft egregious calumnies, and to impute to Richard X^ ^ 
the murder of the marquis of Moirtferrat, whofe idevation *'^. ^^"^ 
'he had once openly Qppofed. He filled all Europe with ^^9*» 
exclamations agaijift the crime ; appointed a gu^rd to his 
own perfon, in order to defend himfelfagainft a like at- 
tempt ^ ; and endeavoured, by thefe (hallow artifices,' to 
cover the infarhy of attacking the dominions of j3l prince^ 
whom he himfelf had deferted, and who was engage^ 
with fo much glory in a war, univcrfally acknowledged to 
he the common caufe of Chriftendom. 

But Richard's heroic aftions in Pdeftine were the 
heft apology for his condua:; The dhriftian adventurers, 
under his command, determined, on opening the carn- 
paign, to attempt the fiege of Afcalon^ in order to pre- ^ 
pare the way 'for that of Jerufalem ; and they marched 
along the {ea-coaft with that intention. Saladin propofcd 
to intercept their paffage ; afnd he placed himfelf on the 
road with an army, amounting to 300,000 combatants. 
'On this occafion was fought one of the greateft battles of 
that age ; and the moft celebrated, for the military ge- 

■ niusot the commanders, for llhe number and valour of the 
troops, and for the great variety of events which attended 
it. Both the right wing of the chriftians, commanded by 
d'Avefnes, and the kit, headed by the duke of Burgundy, 

■ were J \n The beginning of the day, broken and defeated ; 
when Richard, who !ed on the .main body, reftored the 
battle J attacked the enemy with intrepidity and prefence 
of mind ; performed the part both of aconfummate gene- 
ral and gallant foldier; and npt only gave histwo wmgs 
kifure to recover from their cortfufion, but obtained a corn- 
pleat viQory over ihe Saracens, of Whom forty thonfairf 
are faid to have perifhed in the field "^^ Afcalon Toon after 
M\ into the hands of the chriftians : "Other fieges were 
carried on with fuccefs: .Richard was even^ble to advance 

"Within 'fight of Jerufalem, the object ctf" all his enter- ^ 
^prizes,; when he had the mortification to find, that he 
muil abandon all hopes of immediate fuccefs, and muft 
put a flop to his career of vi€lory. The crufaders, ani- 
mated with an enthufiaftic ardour for the holy wars, broke 
yaL.U C at 



^ W. Heming. p. 532* Brompton, p. 1Z43. 

veden, p. 698. Benfiri. Abb. p, 677. Diceto, p, 66a, 
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C H A P. at firft through all regards to fafety or intcreft in the profi> 
X« cution of their purpofe ; and trufting to the immediate 

^ ^ afiifiance of heaven, fet nothing before their eyes but 
>*9*' fame and viftory in this world, and a crown of glory in 
the next. But long abfence from home, fatigue, difeafe, 
want, and the varieties of feccefs which naturally attend 
war, had gradually abated that fury, which nothing was 
able direfUy to withftand-; and every one, except the 
king of England, exprefled a defire of fpeedily returning 
into Europe. The Gernums and the Italians declared 
their refolution of defifting from the enterprize : The 
French were ftill more obftinate in this purpofe : The 
duke of Burgundy, in order to pa^ court to Philip, took 
all opportunities of mortifying and oppofing Richard ^ : 
And there appeared an abfolute neceility of abandoning 
for the prefent all hopes of farther conqueft, and of fe- 
curing the acquiiitions of the chriftians by an accommoda- 
tion with Saladin. Richard, therefore, concluded a truce 
with that monarch ; and ftipulated, that Acre, Joppa, 
and other fea-port towns of Paleftine, (hould remain in 
the hands of the chriftians, and that every one of that reli- 
gion (hould have liberty to perform his pilgrimage to Je- 
rufalem unmolefted ^. This truce was concluded for three 
years, three months, three weeks, three days, and three 
hours ; a magical number, which had prob^ly been de« 
vifed by the Europeans, and which was fuggefted by a fu- 
perftition well fuited to the objeS of the war. 

Th£ liberty in which Saladin indulged the chriftians, 
to perform their pilgrimages to Jerufalem, was an eafy 
facrifice on his part; and the furious wars, which he 
waged in defence of the barren territory of Judea, were 
not with him, as with the European adventurers, the re- 
fult of fuperftition, but of policy. The advantage indeed 
of fcience, moderation, humanity, was at that time en- 
tirely on the fide of the Saracens ; and this gallant empe- 
ror, in particular, difplayed, during the courfe of the 
war, a fpirit and generofity, which even his bigotted ene- 
mies were obliged to acknowledge and admire. Richard, 
equally martial and brave, carried with him more of the 
barbarian charafter ; and was guilty of afts of ferocity, 
which threw a ftain on his celebrated vidories. When 
Saladin refufed to ratify the capitulation of Acre, the Mn|( " 

^ Viniiauf, p. 380. ^ Trivet, p. 1A3. 
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of England ordered all his prifoners, to the nomber of CHAP* 
five thoufandy to be butchered; and the Saracens found X. 
themfelves obliged to retaliate upon the chriftians by a like ^-— v""*-' 
crjielty ^. Saladin died at Damafcus foon after the con- ■ *9** 
cluiion of the truce with the princes of the crufade ; and 
it is memorable, that, before he expired, he ordered his 
winding-flieet to be carried as a ftandard through every 
ftreet of the city ; while a crier went before, and pro- 
claimed with a loud voice, Tbis is all that remains to the 
tnigbty Saladin^ tbe conqueror of the Eajl. By his laft will, 
he ordered charities to be diftributed to the poor, without 
diftin£lion of Jew, Chriftian, or Mahometan. 

There remained, after the truce, no buflnefs of im- The ting's 
portance to detain Richard in Paleftine ; and the intelli- return 
gence which he received, of the intrigues of his brother from Pa- 
John, and of the king of France, made him fenfible, that leftlne, 
his prefence was neccffary in Europe ^. As he dared not 
to pafs through France, he failed to the Adriatic ; and be- 
ing fhip-wrecked near Aqutleia, he put on the difguife of 
a pilgrim, with a purpofe of taking his journey fecretbr 
through Germany, r urfued by the governor of Iftria , 
he was forced out of the direft road to England, and was 
obliged to pafs by Vienna ; where his expences and libeVa- 
lities betrayed the monarch in the habit of the pilgrim ; 
and he was arrefted by orders of Leopold, duke of Auf- a^th De^* 
tria ^. This prince had ferved under Richard at the fiege cember. 
of Acre ; but being difgufted by fome infult of that haugh- 
ty monarch, he was fo ungenerous as to fcize the prefent ii93» 
opportunity of gratifying at once his avarice and revenge j 
and be threw the king into prifon^. The emperor, 
Henry VI. who alfo confidered Richard as an enemy, on ac- 
count of the alliance contraded by him with Tancred, 
king of Sicily, difpatched meflengers to the duke of Auf- 
tria, requiring the royal captive to be delivered to hinn, 
and ftipulated a large fum of nrioney as a reward for this 
fervice'P. Thus the king of England, who had filled the Captivity 
whole world with his renown and glory, found himfelf, in Ger- 

C 2 during niany. 

- ^ Hovedcn, p. 697. Bened. Abb. p. 637. M. Paris, p. 
XI 5. Vinifeuf, p. 346. W. Heming. p. 531. ® Bromp- 
ton, p. 1243. ^ Rymer, vol. i p. 70. ^ Hoveden, 
p. 7V7. M. Paris, p. 121. Trivet, p. 124. Snyghton, p. 
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CHAP, daring the moft critical ftatc of hisafFiitrs, confined to a 
X. dungeon, and loaded with irons, in rfife heart of Ger- 

^^-^^v"**^ many ^, and entirely »t the mercy of his enemies, the 
1 193' bafeft and moft fordid of mankind. 

The Englifti council Vere aftontflied om receiving this 
fatal intelligence ; and for^faw all the dangerous confe- 
quences, which might naturally arife from that €vent. 
The queen-dowager wrote reiterated letters to pope Ce- 
leftine ; exclaiming agaitift the injury Wiich her fon had 
fuftained, reprefenting the impiety of detaining in prifon 
the moft illuftrious prince who had yet carried the banners 
of Chrift into the hdly land ; claiming the proteSion of 
the apoftolic fee, which was due even to the meaneft of 
ttefe adventurers; and upbraiding the pope, that in a 
cauie where juftice, religion, and the dignity of the^ 
church, were fo much concerned ; a caufe which it might 
well befit his Holinefs himfelf to fupport by taking in per- 
fon a journey into Germany, the fpiritual thunders ftiould 
he fo long fufpended on fhefe facrilegious ofienders ". The 
stfeal of Celeftine correfpbnded not to the impatience of the 

Sueen-tnother ; and the regefncy of England were for a 
>ng time, left to ftruggle alone with all their domcftic and 
foreign enemies. 
War with Th£ king of Fralnce, quickly informed of Richard's 
Fm'iice. confiilement by a meffage from the emperor^, prepared 
. bimlelf to take advantage of that incident ; and he em- 
ployed every means of force and intrigue, of war and ne- 
gotiation, againft the dominions and the perfon of his un- 
fortunate rival. He revived the calumny of Richard's 
aftailinating the marquis of Montferrat ; and by that ab- 
furd pretence, he induced his barons to violate their oaths, 
by which they engaged, that, during the crufade, they 
never would, on any account, attack the dominions of the 
king of England ^. He made the emperor the largeft of- 
fers, if he would deliver into his hands the royal prifoner^ 
or at leaft detain htm in perpetual captivity ; and he even 
formed an alliance by marriage witi) the king of Den* 
mark, defired that the antient Danifh claim to the crown 
of England fliould be transferred to him, and folicited a 

fupply 

. ^ CUon. T Wykes, p. 35. ^ Ryiner, vol. i. p. 72, 
-73, 74, 75, 76, "&c. ^ Rymer, vol. i. p. 70i *- Hb- 
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fupply of (hipping to maintain it ^. But the mod fuc-C*iAF. 
cefsful of Phiip*s negociations was with prince John, who, ,^ J^' 
forgetting every tye to his brother, his fovereigti and hi^ ^^~^~* 
benefaftor, thought of nothing but how to make his owa '*' 
advantage of the public calamities. That traitor, op th^ 
firft invitation from the court of France, fuddcnly weot 
abroad, held a conference with Philip, and made a treaty, 
of which the objeft was the perpetual ruin of his unhappy 
brother **. He ftipulated to deliver iato Philip's hands a 
great part of Normandy ^ ; and in return, he received the 
inveftiture of all Richard's tranfmarine dominions ; and it 
is reported by feveral hiftorians, that he evfen did honlag^ 
to the French king for the crown of England. 

In confequcnce of this treaty, Philip invaded Norman- 
dy ; and by the treachery of John's emtlTaries, made him- 
fe\f mafter, without oppoiition, of many fortrefles, Ncuf- 
xrhatel, Neaufle, Gifors, Pacey, Ivree ^ : He fubdufd 
the counties of £u and Aumale ; and advancing to form 
the fiege of Rouen, he threatened to put all the bhahi- 
tants to the fword, if they dared to make refiftance. Hap- 
pily, Robert earl of LeiceAer appeared in that critical 
moment ; a gallant nobleman, who had acquired great 
honour during the crufade, and who being more fortunate 
than his mafter in finding his pafiage hoi^wards, took on 
bun the conunand in Rouen, and exerted himfelf, by his 
prefence and example, to infufe courage into the difmay«d 
Normans ^. Philip was repulfed in every attack ; the 
time of his vaflals^ fervice expired ; and he ctnfented to a 
truce with the Englifh regency, received in return the 
promife of 20,000 marks, and had four caftles put into 
his hands, as a fecurity for the payment % 

Prince John, who, with a view of increafing the ge- 
neral confufion, went over to England, was ftill his fua- 
cefsful in his est^rprizes. He was only able to ipake him- 
felf mailer of the cafiks of Windfor and Wallingford ; 
but when he arrived in London, and claimed the kingdom 
" as heir to his brother, of whofe death he pretended to 
have received certain intelligence, he was reje&ed by aJl 

the 

^ Hoveden, p: j^t, W. Hewing p* 535. Prproptpn, 
p. 1^44. Knyghton, p. 2406. ^ Hoveden, p. 724 W. 
Heming. p. $36. ^ Rymer, vol. i. p. 85. ^ W. He- 
mi^i' P- say- ^ Hpyeden, p. 724. M- Payi^ p. 122. 
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CHAP, the barons, and tneafures were tabcn to oppofe and fubdu« 
X . him ^. The judiciaries, fupported by the general aflFec* 

^*'*^'^"*'*^ tion of the people, provided fo well for the defence of the 
*'93- kingdom, that John was obliged, after fome fruitlefs ef- 
forts, to conclude a truce with them ; and before its expi- 
ration, he thought it prudent to return into Prance, where 
he openly acknowledged bis alliance with Philip ^« 

Mkan while, the high fpirit of Richard fufFered id 
Germany every kind of infult and indignity. The French 
ambafladors, in their mailer's name, renounced him as ^ 
vaflal to the crown of France, and declared all his fieft 
to be forfeited to his liege-lord. The emperor, that he 
might render him more impatient for the'recovery of his 
liberty, and make him fubmit to the payment of a larger 
ranfom, treated him with the greateft feverlty, and re- 
duced him to a condition worfe than that of the meaneft 
malefador. He was even produced before the diet of the 
jcmpire at Worms, and accufed by Henry of many crimes 
and mifdemeanors ; of making an alliance with Tancred, 
the ufurper of Sicily ; of turning the arms of the crufade 
againft a chriftian prince, and fubduing Cyprps ; of af- 
fronting the duke of Auflria before Acre ; of obfiruding 
the progrefs of the chriftian arms by his quarrels with 4be 
king of France; of affaffinating Conrade, marquis of 
Montferrat ; and of concluding a truce with Saiadih, and 
leaving Jerufalem in the hands of the Saracen Emperor \ 
Richard, whpfe fpirit was not broken by his misfortunes, 
and whofe genius was rather roufed by thefe frivolous or 
fcanda^ous imputations ; after premifing, that his dignity 
exempted him from anfwering before any jurifdiSiou, 
except that of heaven ; yet condefcended, for the fake of 
his reputation, to juftify his conduft before that great af- 
femUy. He obferved, that he had no hand in Tancred's 
elevation, and only concluded a treaty with a prince, whom 
he found in pofleffion of the throne : That the king, or 
rather tyrant of Cyprus, had provoked his iqdignation by 
the moft ungenerous and unjuft proceedings ; and though 
he chaflifed this aggreQbr, he had not retarded a moment 
the progrefs of his chief enterprize : That if he had been 
at ^ny time wanting in civility to the duke of Auftria, he 
had alreaily been piiniihed fufBc'icntly for that fally of paf? 
■ ^ '■ ' fiopj 

* Hoveden, p. 724. ' W. Hemtng! o 536. T M. 
Paris, p. 1 2 1. - W.Hcmbg. p. 536. ' ' 
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iion ; and'k better became men, embarked together in foC H AF# 
holy a caufe, to forgive each other's infirmities, than to _X^ ^ 
pudue a flight ofience with fuch unrelenting vengeance : ^-— v*^^ 
That it had fufficiently appeared by the event, whether * ^^3* 
the king of France of he was moft zealous for the con- 
queft of the holy land, and was moft likely to facrifice 
private paflions and animofities to that great objed : That 
if the whole tenor of his life had not (hewn him incapable 
of a bafe aflaifination, and juilified him from that imputa- 
tion in the eyes of his very enemies, it was in vain for him, 
at prefent, to make his apology, or plead the many irre- 
fragable arguments, which he could produce in his own 
favour: And that, however he might regret the neceflity, 
he was fo far from being afliamed of his truce with SaU- 
4in, that he rather gloried in that event ; and thought it 
extremely honourable, that, though abandoned by all 
the world, fupported only by his own courage ^nd by the 
fmall remains of his national troops, he could yet obtain 
fuch conditions from the moft powerful and moft warlike 
emperor that the Eaft had ever yet produced. Richard, 
after thus deigning to apologize for his condud, burft out 
into indignation at the cruel treatment which he had met 
with ; that he, the champion of the crofs, ftill wearing 
that honourable badge, fliould, after expending the blood 
and treafure of his fubjeds in the common caufe of Chrif* 
tendom, be intercepted by chr'iftian princes in his return 
to his own country, be thrown into a dungeon, be loaded 
with irons, be obliged to plead his caufe, as if he were 
a fiibjed and a malefador ; and what he ftill more re- 
gretted, be thereby prevented from making his prepara- 
tions for a new crufade/ which he projefted, after the tx^ 
piration of the truce, and from redeeming the fepulchre 
of Chrift, which had fo long been profaned by the domi- 
nion of the infidels. The fpirit and eloquence of Richard 
made fuch impreflion on the German princes, that they 
exclaimed loudly againft the condud of the emperor ; the 
pope threatened him with excommunication ; and Henry, 
who had hearkened to the propofals of the king of France 
and prince John, found that it would be impmdicabl^ for Theking's 
him to execute his and their bafe purpofes^ and detain thcd^vtry. 
king of England any lopger in captivity. Ho therefore 
concluded with him a treaty for his ranfom, and agreed to 
reftore him to his freedom for the fum of 1 50,000 marks, 
about 300,000 pounds of our prefent moneys of which 

loo>oob 
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^^ H A F> roa,QOO marks were paid before be received his liberty, 

X* and fixty-feven hoftages delivered for the remainder ^. 

^••*"^'^"*^ The emperor, as if to glofs over the iijfamy of this tranfr- 

^^Si" a^ion^ inade at the fame time a prefent to Richard of the 

Vingidom, of Arles> comprehending Provence, Dauphiny^ 

Narbomie, and other ftntes^ over which the empire bad 

ibme antiquated claims, that the king very wifely ne- 

gleaed \ 

The captivity of the foperior lord was one of the cafes 
provided for by the feudal tenures; and all the vaf&ls were 
m that event obliged to give an aid for his ranfom. T weiv 
ty i^illings were therefore levied on each knight's fee ia 
England ^ ; but as this money came m (lowly, and was not 
fufficient for the intended purpoie, the voliuitary zeal of 
the people readily fupplied the deficiency ^. The churches 
imd monaderies melted down their plate to the anK>unt 
pf 3CiOoonaarks; .the biihopa, abbots^ and nobles^ paid 
a fourth of their yearly rent; the parochial clergy cootrt* 
buted a tenth of their tythes : And ihe r^qwifite fum be- 
1 194. ing thusFColleded^ queen Eleanor, and W^ter archUAiop 
4th Feb. of kouen, fet out with, it for Germany ; paid the money 
to the emperor and the duke of Auftria at Mentz ; deli- 
vered them hofUg/ss for the jremsundj^ ; and freeti Ricbard 
from captivity. His dcape was very criticsiL Henry 
had boen^deteded ia the aifaffination of the Uihopc^ 
Liege, and in an attempt of a like nature on the duke of 
Louvaine; and finding hin>felf e]Ltremely^>bocaious to the 
German princes qu account of tbefe o<&mis pradices, he 
had determined to feek fupport from an alliance with the 
French kmg ^ ; to detain Richard, the enemy of that 
prince, in perpetual captivity; to keep ii> his hands the 
money which he bad already received for his rastTom ; and 
to extort new Turns from Philip and princejoho, who were 
very liberal in their offers to him . He therefore gave 
orders that Richard (hould be purfucd avd arrefted ; but 
the king making all imaginable hafte, had already ent- 
barked at the mouth of the Schelde^ and was out of fight 

of 

• . . ^ Hoveden, p. 718. M. Paris, p. 1 22, Diccto, p. 
670. Rymer, vol. i. p. 84, ^ Hoveden, p. 732. 

^ Hoveden, p. 726. 731. ^ M^ Paris, p. 122. Ann, 

WaVerl. p 104.'. W. Heming. p. 53$. ^ Hoveden, p. 

727. Neubng. W. Heming. p. 539. » Hoyedcn, p 733. 



Digitized 



by Google 



RICHARD I. 25^ 

of land when the meffengers of the emperor reached An(- CHAP. 
werp. X. 

The joy of the Englifli was extreme on the appearance ' ^^^— ^' 
of their monarchy who had luffered fo ma»y calamities, .**,^' 
who had acquired fo nauch glory, and who had fpread the ^^^ ^** 
reputation of their name into the fartheft Eaft, whither Engiawi 
their fame had never before been able to exteiwi^. Hc^^^ 
gave them,, foon after his arrival, an opportunity of dif-i^^Ii. 
playing publicly their exultation, by ordering himfelf to 
be crowned anew at Winchefter ; as if he intended, by 
that ceremony, to reinftate himfelf in his throne, and to 
wipe off the ignominy of his captivity ^. Their fatisfac- 
tion was not even damped, wlien he declared his purpofe 
of making a general rd'iimption of thole exorbitant grantSy. 
which he had been neceffiuted to agree to before his de- 
parture for the holy land. The barons alfo, in a great 
council, confifcatedj on accouat of his treafon, all prince 
John's poflVflions in Engknd ; and they affifted the king in 
reducing the fortrelTes which ft ill remained in the bands of 
his brarher'a adherents ^ : And Richard, having fettled 
every thing in England, pafTcd over with an army into 
Normandy; being impaticnL to make war on Philip, and 
to revenge himfelf for the many injuries which he had re- 
ceived from that monarch ■ , So foon as Philip heard of 
the king's delivery from capHvity, he wrote to his confe- 
derate, John, in thefe terms: Take care o/yourfelf: 
J^be devil is brake hofi '-^, 

When wc confider ftich powerful and martial mo- War with 
narchsj inilamed with p^rfonal animofity againft eacKFrancc. 
other, enrnged by mulual mjurie% excited by rivalfliip, 
impelled by op poll te interellsj and,inftigated by the pride 
and violence of their own temper \ our curiofity is natu- 
rally raifed, and we expeft an obftinate and furious war, 
diftinguifhed by the greateft events, and concluded by 
fome remarkable cataftrophe. Yer are the incidents 
which attended thefe hoftilities fo frivolous, that fcarce 
any hiftorian can entertain fuch a pailion for military de- 
fcriptions as to venture on a detail of them : A certaui 
proqf of the extreme weaknefs of princes in thofe ages, 

and 

c W. Heming. p. 539. ^ Hoveden, p. 738. M. 

Paris, p, i:^^. ^ Hoveden, p. 737. Ann. Waverl. p. 
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C H A P. and of the little authority they poffcfledovcr their rcfrac- 
X. tory vaflals I The whole whole amount of the exploits on 

^■*'"^^''**^ both fides is, the taking a caftle, the furprize of a 
**94- draggling party, a rencounter of horfe, which refembles 
more a rout than a battle. Richard obliged Philip to 
raife the fiege of Verneuil ; he took Loches, a fmall town 
in Anjou ; he made himfelf mafter of Beauniont, and 
fome other places of little confequence ; and after thefe 
trivial exploits, the two kings began already to hold con- 
ferences for an accommodation. Philip infifted, that, if 
a general- peace was concluded, the barons on each fide 
fhould be prohibited from carrying pn private wars againft 
each other : Bat Richaird replied, that this was a right 
daimed by his vaflals, and he could not debar them from 
it ^p After this fruitlefs negociation^ there enfued an 
adion between the French and Englifh cavalry at Frette- 
val, in which the former were routed, and the king of 
France's cartulary and records^ which commonly at that 
time attended his perfon, were taken '. But this vidory 
leading to no important advantages, a truce for a year was 
at laft, from mutual weaknefs, concluded between the two 
monarchs '^. 

During this war, prince John deferted Philip, threw 
himfelf at his brothcr*s feet, craved pardon for his of- 
fences, and by the interceflion of queen Eleanor, was re- 
ceived into favour ^. / forgive bitn^ faid the king, and 
hope I (ball as eaftly forget bis injuries ^ as be will my par-^ 
don, John was incapable even of returning to his duty, 
vfithout committing a bafene's. Before he left Philip's 
party, he invited to dinner all the officers of the garrifon, 
which that prince had placed in the citadel of Evreux ; he 
maffacred them during the entertainment ; fell, with the 
affiftance of the townfmen, on the garrifon, whom he put 
tothefword; and then delivered up the place to his bro- 
ther ^^ 

* The king of France was the great objeft pf Richard^s 
refentment and animofity : The condu6l of John, as well 
as of the emperor and duke of Auflria, had been fo bafe 
9^fA mean, and was expofed to fuch general odium and 
reproach, that the king deemied himfelf fufficiently re- 

\^ngcd 

^ Hovcden, p. 741. ' Ibid. ^ W. Hemmg 54^1^ 
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vcngcd for their injuries ; and he feems never to have en* CHAP. 
teriained any projeS of vengeance againft any of them* X. 
The duke of Auftria, about this time, having cruflied his ''"•"■"^^""*^ 
leg by the fall of his horfe at a touraament, was thrown *^9*- 
into a fever % and being ftruck, on the approaches of death, 
with remorfe for his injuftice to Richard, he ordered, by 
-will, all the Englifh hoftages to be fet at liberty, and the 
Temainder of the debt to be remitted ** : His fon, who 
feemed inclined to difbbey thefe orders, was conftraraed 
by hisecdcfiaftics to execute them ^. The emperor al:'o ngj. 
xnade advances for Richard** friend(hip, and o0ered to 
^ve him a difeharge of all his debt, provided he would 
enter into an ofFenfive alliance againft the king of France ; 
a propofal which was very acceptable to Richard, and 
was greedily embraced by him. The treaty with the em- 
peror took no efFeft ; but it ferved to rekindle the war be- 
tween France and England before the expiration of the ^ 
truce. This war was not diftinguiftied by any more re- 
markable incident than the former. After mutually ra- 
vaging the open country, and taking a few infignificant 
caftles, the two kings coiyluded a peace at Louviers, and 
yielded up fome territories to each other ^ Their inabi- ti^ 
lity to make war occafioned the peace : Their mutual an- 
tipathy engaged them again in war before two months ex- 
pired. Richard imagined, that he had now got an op- 
portunity of ftriking a fevere blow on his rival, by forming 
an alliance with the counts of Flanders, Tholon^e, Boa- 
Jogne, Champagne, and other confiderable vaffals of the 
crown of France %> But he foon experienced the infmce- 
rity of thefe princes ; and was not able to make any im- 
preffion on that kingdom, while governed bjr a monarch 
of fo much vigour and aSivity as Philip. The moft re- 
markable incident of tfiSs war was the taking prifoner in 
battle the bifhop of Beauvais, a martial prelate, who was 
t>f the family of Dreux, and a near relation of the French 
ting. Richard, who hated the biftop, threw him intd 
prifon, and loaded him with irons ; and when the pope 
demanded his liberty, and claimed him as his fon, the 
king Tent his holinef$ the coat of m^il which the prelate 

had 

^ M. PaA, p. 1*5. W. Heming. p. 1^4^. DIceto,p. 678. 
^ Rymer, vol. 1. p. 88, loz. ^ Rymer, vol. i. p. 91. 

^W. Hexiun^. p. 549. Brompton, p. 1273. RjBaa*, vol.i 
^9f. . " - . 
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CHAP, had worn in the battle, and which was all bcfmeared with 
X- blood : And he replied to him, in the terms employed by 

^"^"^^CT^ Jacob*s fons to that patriarch. This have we found : Know 
**9^* now whether it he thy for^s coat or no\ This war be- 
tween England and France, though carried on with fuch 
animodty, that both kings frequently put out the eyes of 
their priCbners, was foon finifhed, by a truce, of five 
years; and immediately after fignlng this treaty, the 
kings were ready, on fome new offence, to break again 
into koAilities ; when the mediation of the cardinal of St. 
Mary, the pope's legate, accommodated that difference ^ 
This prelate even engaged the princes to commence a 
treaty for a more durable peace-; but the death of Richard 
pot an end to the negoctatton. 
1 199. ViDOMAR, vifcount of Limoges, a vaflal of the kin^ 
had found a treafure^ of which he fent part to that prince 
as a prefent. Richard, as fnperior lord, claimed the 
whole ; and at the head of fome Braba99one, befieged the 
vifcount in the caftle of Chalus» near LinKiges, in order 
to make him comply with his demand^^. The garrifon 
offered to furrcnder ; but the king replied, that, fince 
he had taken the pains to come thither and befiege the 
. place in perfon, he would take it by force, and would hang 
every one of them. The fame day, Richard, ^compa* 
nied by Marcadee, leader of his BrabanfOns, approached 
the caftle in order to furvey it ; when one Bertrand de 
Gourdon, an archer, took aim at him, and pierced hi|5 

28th (houlder with an arrow. The king, however, gave or- 

March. defs for the affauU, took the place, and hanged all tbe 
garrifefl, except Gourdon, who had wounded himt and 
whom he referved for a more deliberate and moie cruel ex* 
ccution ". 

The wound was not in itfelf dangerous ; but the un^ 
flcUfuInefs of the furgeon made it mortal : He fo rankle^ 
Richard's (houlder in pulling out the arrpw, th^t a gan« 
grene commenced ; and that prince was now feofible that 
hi&)ife was drawing towards a period. He fent fey Gour- 
don, and afked him. Wretch^ what have I ever done you, 
to oblige you to feek my life P fVhat have y^u done mit f rer 

plied 

^ Genef cbap. xxxv$. . ¥Cf& 32. M.. Paris, * p.' 1 28. 
Bpomptoa, p. 1273. ^ Rymer, vol i ,p^ 1-09, 110. 

'^ Hovcden^ p. 791. Knyghton, p. 24! 3.. ^ Hovedeni 
p. 791. Knyghton, p, 2413. ' ^ ^ 
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plied QOoRy the prifoncr : Tou killed with your bands jwj^ C H A P; 
father y aruL my two brothers ^ aad you intended to have ^-^ ^ 
banged nt^elf: I am now in your power ^ and you may ~^^ 
take revenge^ ty rnfli^ing on me the mojl fevere torments : **9^' 
Rut I ft all endure them all with pie ajurey provided lean 
think that with my bands I have rid the world of Jucb a 
nuifance\ Richard, ftruck with the reafonablenefs of 
this reply, and humbled by the near approach of death, 
ordered Gourdon to be fet at liberty, and a fum of mo- 
nay to be given him ; but Marcadee, unknown to him, 
feized the unhappy man, flead him alive, and then hang- 6th April. 
cd him. Richard died in the tenth year of his reign, and Death, 
the forty-fccond of his age; and he left no iffue be-andcha- 
hindhim. rader of 

The moft (hining part of this princc'$ charaSier was "^^ '"°S- 
\%\% military talents. No hian, even in that romantit age, 
carried perfonal courage atid intrepidity to a greater 
height ; and this quality gained him the appellation of 
the lion-hearted, cceur de lion. He paffionately loved glo- 
ry, chiefly military glory ; and as his conduQ in the field 
was not inferior to bis valour^ he feems to have poffeffed every 
talent n^cefiary fbr acquiring it. His refentments alfo were 
high ; his pride unconquerable ; and his fubjefts, as well 
AS his neighbours, had therefore reafon to apprehend, 
from the continuance of his reign, a perpetual fcene di 
blood and vidence. Of an impetuous and vehement fpi- • 
fit, he was diftinguifhed by all the good, as well as the 
bad qualities, which are incident to that charafter : He 
was open, frank, generous, fincere, and brave ;, he "Was 
revengeful, domineering, ahibitious, haughty, and cfud ; 
and was thus better calculated to dazzle men by the fplen- 
dor of his enterprizes, than either to promote theit hap- 
pine& or his own grandeur, by a found and well regulated 
{K)Kcy. As military talents make great impreflion on the 
people, he ieems to have been hiuth bdoyfed by his Eng- 
lifhrubjeds; and he is remiarked tp have beeti the firft 
prince of the Norman line ^ho bore ^ flncerfe afffeaion 
and regaid to them. He pafled however only four months 
of his reign in that kingdom : TJie crufade eipploy^d him 
Bear three ycaSrs ; he wa^ detained about foiirreen itionths 
in capfivfty ; the reft of his f^i^*w^ fpent either m war, 

or 

* ttbVeddn, p. 791. Brompton, p. 1277. Knyghton, 
> 24*3- 
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C H A P. or preparations for war, agatnft France; and he was (b 
X. pleafed with the fame which he had acquired in the Eaft^ 
^""^^^ -* that he feems to have determined, notwithftanding ail hi$ 
>^99> pad misfortunes, to have farther ezhaufted his kingdom, 
and to have expofed himfelf to new hazards, by conduft* 
ing another expedition againd the infidels, 
liaifcella- Though the Fnglifti pleafed themfelves with the glo- 
Beoustran- ry which the king*s martial talents procured them, his 
factions of reign was very oppreflive, and fomewhat arbitrary, by 
tbatreign. the high taxes which he levied on them, and often with- 
out confent of the flares or great council. In the ninth of 
his reign, he levied five (hillings on each hyde of land ; 
and becaufe the clergy refufed to contribute their fbare, 
he put them out of the proteQion of the law, and ordered 
the civil courts to give them no fentence for any debts which 
they might claim \ Twice in his reign he ordered all 
his charters to be fealed anew, and the parties to pay fees 
for the renewal \ It is faid that Hubert, his judiciary, 
fcnt him over to France, in the fpace of two years, no 
lefsafum than 1,100,000 marks, befides bearing all the 
charges of the government in England. But this account 
is quite incredible, unlcfs we fuppofe that he made an ex- 
treme dilapidation of the demefnes of the crown, which 
it is not likely he could do with any advantage after his for- 
mer refumption of all grants. A king who poffeffed fuch 
a revenue could never have endured fourteen months capti- 
vity, for not paying 150,000 marks to the emperor, and 
be obliged at laft to leave hoftages for a third of the fom. 
The prices of commodities in this reign arealfo a certain 
proof, that no fuch enormous fum could be levied from the 
people. A hyde of land, or a hundred and twenty acres, 
was commonly lett for twenty (hillings a-year, money of 
that time. The general and dated price of an ox was 
fourdiillings; of a labouring horfe, the fame; of a fow, 
onediilling; ofadieep with fine wool^ ten-pence; with 
coarfe wool, fix-pence^. Thefe commodities feem not 
to have advanced in their prices fince the conqued ^. 

Richard 

''f Hoveden, p. 743. Tyrrel, vol. ii. p. 565. ^ Prynne^s 
Chronol Vindic. torn, i p 1133. ^ Hoveden, p. 74$- 

® Madox, in his Baronia Anglia, cap 14. teUs us. That 
in the 30th of Henry II. thirty-three cows and two bulls coft 
but eight pounds feven dullingsj 500 iheep, iwenty-^o 

pounds 
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. ^.'CH ARD renewed the fevcre laws againft tranfgreffors C H A P 
m his forefts, whom he punifhed by caftration and putting X 
oiit their ej^es, as in the reign of his great-grand-father. <— v'--^ 
lie eftabhfhed by law one weight and meafure throughout 1 199. 
his kingdom^: An ufeful inftitution, which the mercenary 
difpofition and neccffities of his fucceffor engaged him to 
difpenfe with for money. 

The diforders in London, derived from its bad police, 
bad nfen to a great height during this reign; and in the 
year 1 196, there feem^d to be formed a regular confpira- 
cy of malcfaaors, which threatened the city with dcftruc- 
^"5"- There was one William Fitz-Ofbert, commonly 
ctilkd Lottg6eard, a lawyer, who had rendered himfelf <>x. 
tremely popular among the lower rank of citizens; and 
by defending them on all occafions, had acquired the ap- 
pellation of the advocate or faviour of the poor. He ex- 
erted his authority, by injuring and infulring the more fub- 
itantial inhabitants, with whom he lived in a ftate of hof- 
tiliry, and who were every moment cxpofed to the moft 
outrageous violences from him and his licentious emiffaries. 
Murders were daily committed in the ftreets ; houfes were 
broke open and pillaged in the day-light; and it is pre- 
tended, that no. lefs than fifty-two thoufand perfons had 
figned an affociation, by which they bound themfelves to 
obey all the orders of this dangerous ruffian. Archbifliop 
Hubert, who was then chief judiciary, fummoned him 
before the council to anfwer for his condud ; but he came 
fo well attended, that no one durft accufe him, or give 
evidence againft him ; and the prinriate, finding the im- 
potence of laws, contented himfelf with exa^ing from the 
citizens hoftages for their good behaviour. He kept, 

however, 

pounds ten ihillings, or about ten-pence three farthings per 
ihecp J (ixty-fix oxen for eighteen pounds three ihillings j fif- 
teen breeding mares for two pounds twelve Ihillings and fix- 
pence ; and twenty-two hogs, one pound two fhiilings Com- 
modities feem then to have been about ten to one cheaper ; all 

except the iheep, probably on account of the value of the 

fleece. The fame author in his Formulare Anglicanum, p. 
17. fays. That in the loth y^r of Richard I. mention is made 

often per cent, paid for money : But the Jews frequently ex- 

a^ed much higher intereft. 

^ M. Paris, p 109, 134. Trivet, p. 127. Ann. WaverL 

p. 165. Hoveden, p. 774. 
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t H A P. liowevcr, a watchfiil eye on William ; and feizing a fa- 
X. voorable opportunity, attempted to commit thim to cofflx)- 

^"'""^'' — -^ dy ; but the criminal, murdering one of the public offi* 
^*99- cers, efcaped with 'his conci:rt>rne to the church of St. 
Mary Ic Bow, where he defended himffelfhy force of arms. 
"He w^s at laft forced from his retreat, condemned, anfl 
executed, amidft the infinite regrets of the popdace, who 
-were fo devoted to hts memory, that they ftolehis gibbet, 
7>aid the fame veneration to it as to the crofs, and were 
"equally Jealous in propagating and attelling reports of the 
miracles which were wrought by it^^. But though the 
feSaries of this fuperftition were puniftied by the judici- 
ary ^, it received fo little encouragen^eirt from the cfta- 
1)hfhed clergy, whofe property was endangered by fuch 
feditious pradices^ that it fuddenly funk and vanifiied. 



CHAf. 



'^ Hoveden, p 765. Bfccrto, p. '691 ; NetArig. p. 492, 
493! ^ Gervafe, p! i^S^i- * 
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CHAP. XI. 

JOHN. 

JlcceJJion of the King ■ His marriage — — • War with 

France Murder of Arthur^ duke of Brittany 

^be king expelled from all the French provinces Tbt 

king^s quarrel with the court of Rome ■ Cardinal 

Langton appointed arcbbijbop of Canterbury Interdi^ 

of the kingdom Excommunication of the king 

J'be king's fubmijpon to the pope Difcontents of the 

barons Infurre^ion of tbe barons Magna Cbarta 

Renewal of tbe civil wars Prince Lewis called 

ever Deatb and cbara^er of tbe king. 

THE noble and free genius of the anticnts, which made CHAP. 
the government of a fingle perfon be always regard- XL 
ed as a fpecies of tyranny and ufurpation, and kept them — v 
from forming any conception of a legal and regular mo- . ' j 
narchy, had rendered them entirely ignorant both of the A^^f^ 
rights of primogeniture and a reprefentation in fucceflion ; ?. ^ 
inventions fo neceffary to preferve order in the lines of ^* 
princes, to obviate the evils of civil difcord and of ufurpa- 
tion, and to beget moderation In that fpecies of govern- 
ment, by giving fecurity to the ruling fovereign. Thefe 
innovations arofe from the feudal law ; which, firft intro- 
ducing the right of primogeniture, made fuch a diflindion 
between the families of the elder and younger brothers, 
that the fon of the former was thought intitled to fucceed 
to his grand-father, preferable to his uncles, tho* nearer 
allied to the deceafed monarch. But tho' this progrefs of 
ideas was natural, it was gradual In the age of which we 
treat, the praSice of reprefentation was indeed intro^ 
duced, but not thoroughly eflablifhed ; and the minds df 
men floated between oppoiite principles. Richard, when 
he entered on the holy war, declared his nephew, Arthur 
duke of Brittany, hisfucceflbr; and by a formal deed, he 
fet afide, in his favour, the title of his brother John, who 
was younger than Geoffrey, the father of that prince ^. 
But John fo little acquielced in this deftination, that when 
Vol. II. D he 

® Hoveden, p. 67^. M Paris, p. \\%. Chron. deptoft. 
p. 43. Rymer, vol. i. p. 66, 68. Bened. Abb. p. 619. 
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C H A P. he gained the afcendant in the EngUfh miniftry, by e%pel- 
XI. Ung Lonchamp, the chancellor and grtat jufticiary, he 

**"*'"'^''"'*^ engaged all the Engliih barons to Iwear, that they would 
**99* maintain his right of. fucccflion ; and Richard, on his re- 
turn, took no fteps towards reftoring or fccuring the order 
which h6 had at firft eftablilhetf. He wa« even carefnU 
by his laft will, to declare his brother John hetr to all his 
dominions ^ ; whether, thai be now thought Arthur, 
who wasHjniy twelve years of age, incapable of afferting 
his claiH* agaifift John's fafiion, or was influenced by 
Eieanpr, the queen- mother, who hated Conftantia, mo* 
ther to the young dtike, and who dreaded the influence 
which that princefs wouU natural^ acquire during the 
xeign of her foo. The authority of a teflament was great 
in that age, even where th« fucceffion of a kingdom was 
concerned ; and John had reafon to hope, that this title, 

.* ^ joined to his platuible right in other rcfpefts, would enfure 

hkn the fucceiSon. Bat the idea of rcprcfentation feems 
to hare made,, at this time, greater progrefs in France 
than in England; and the barons of the traofmarine pro- 
^nces,. Aojoa, Maine, and Touratne, imnnediately de- 
dared in favour of Arthur's fucceflion ^, and applied for 
the afliftaaceof the French monatch as their fuperior lord, 
Fhtlipii, who defired o«ily an octafion to embarrafs John, 
-aiid<lc6nen^>eT his dominions, embraced the caufe of the 
i^ijg duke of Brittany, took him under his prot^ion, 
> and Tent him to Paris to be educated, along with his fon 
Lewis ^* In this emergence, John hafl:ened to eftablifti 
, hb authority in the chief members of the monarchy ; and 
after fending Eleanor into PoiOou and Guienne, where 
ier right wasinconteflibie, and was readily acknowledged, 
he harried to Rouen, and being there invefled in the 
dotchy of Normandy, he pafled over without lo6 of time 
intoEn^and. Hubo't, archbifliop of Canterbury, Wil- 
>li«m Mareichai, earl of Strigul, who alfo paflfes by the 
luune of the earl of Pembroke, and Geoff^rey Fitz-Peter, 
•:the jisftictary, ihc three mofl: favoured minifters of the 
late king, were aheady engaged on his fide ' ; and the 

fobmifSon 

^ Hoved«f>, p. 791. TrJtet, p. 138. * Hovcde^, p. 
792. M. Paris, p. 137. Matth. Weft. p. 263. Knyghton, 
p. 2414. " Ibid. ^ Hoveden, jp. 793. M. Paris, 
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iubmHEon or aoquiefeencc of ^U theotfaer bsf>QiM pvt hiib^ C H A^. 
without oppoGtion, in pofleffioh of the ihromt. ^^ ^ 

The kffljg fooni returned to France, in order to conduS ^'^^^'^"^ 
the war againft Philip, and to recover the revolted pro- "99* 
vkiccs from his nephew, Arthur. The alliances which 
Richard had formed with the earl of Flanders^, and 
4jther potent French barons, tho* they had not been eflFec- 
taal, ftiil fubMed, and enabled John to defend himUf 
againfl all the e£brts of his^ enemy. In an adion b^ween 
the French and Flenungs, the eleA btfliop of Cambray 
was taken prifoner by the former ; and when the cardinal 
of Capaa claimed hie ttberty, Philip, inftead of comply- 
ing, reproached him with the weak efforts which he had 
employed in favour of the bilhop of Beauvais, who was 
la a like condition. The legate, to fliew his impartiality, 
kud at the fame time the kingdom of France aad the 
dvtchy of Noftnandy under an h&efdlGt ; and the two 
kings found ihemAlves obliged to make an eKchange #f 
tiiefe military prelates. 

Nothing enabled th^ king to bring this war to a laoo. 
happy iflbe fo much as the felfifli, intriguing charader of 
Philip, who ad»d, in the proiinndes that had declared for 
Arthur, widiout any regard to the iaterefts of that prince ; 
tind infpired Conftantia with a violent jealoufy, that he « 
tntended to ufurp the entire dcuninion of them ^. JShe 
therefore found means to carry off her fon fecretly from 
Paris; (he put him into the hands of his trnde ; reflored 
the provinces which had adhered to htm ; and made him 
do homage far the dotchy of BrittanV, which was ufually 
regarded as a rere-fief of Nornaandy. From this lod- 
^ent, Philip &w, that he could not hope to make any 
fN-ogreffi agaitift John ; and being threatened with an inter- 
diflk on account of his ijTegalar divorce from Ingelburga, 
<he DaniAi princefe, whom he had efpoufed, be became 
very dcifirous of concluding a peace witSi Enckmd. After 
feme fruitlefs conferences, the terms were at laft adjufted ; 
«nd the twstj monarchs feemed in this treaty to have an 
"fntemion^ befides ending the pi^ent quarrel, of prevent- 
'^mg- all future caufes of difcord, and of obviating every con- 
trpverfy which could hereafter arife between them. They 
td^fted the4ii»itsof all their t^rrilortes^ mutuaJly Secured 

• ■ / B ^ \ *thp 

* Rymcr, vol. i. p. 114. HovedcA, p\ 794. M. Paris, 
p. 138. ^ Hoveden, p. 79S* ' 
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C H A P. the intereft of their vaflals ; and to render the union more 
^^^' durable, John gave his niece, Blanche of Caftile, in mar- 
^'"^'^"'*^ riage to prince Lewis, Philip's eldeft fon, and with her 
1200. jjj^ baronies of Iflbudun and Gra^ai, and other fiefs in 
Berri. Nine barons of the king of England, and as many 
of the king of France, were guarantees of this treaty ; 
and all of them fwore, that, if their fovereign violated any 
article of it, they would declare themfelves againft hiin^ 
and embrace the caufe of the injured monarch ^. 
Theldng's John, now fecure, as he imagined, on the fide of 
marriage. France, indulged his pailion for Ifabella, the daughter 
and heir of Aymar Taillefer, count of Angouleme, a lady 
with whom he had become much enamoured. His queen^ 
the heirefs of the family of Glocefter, was ftill alive : Ifa- 
. bella was married to the count de la Marche, and was al- 
ready delivered into the hands of that nobleman ; though, 
by reafon of ber tender years, the marriage had not been 
. confummated. Thepaffion.of John made him over-look 
all thefe obftacles : He perfuaded the count of Angouleme 
to carry off his daughter from her hufband ; and having, 
on fome pretence or other, procured a divorce from his 
own wife, he efpoufed Ifabella ^^ regardlefs both of the 
menaces of the pope, who exclaimed againft thefe irregu- 
lar proceedings, and of the refentment of the injured count, 
who foon found means to punifh his powerful and bibleot 
rival, 
laoi. John had not the art of attaching his barons either by 
affedion or by fear. The count de la Marche, and lus 
brother thecount d'Eu, taking advantage of the general 
diicontent againft him, excited commotions in Poidou 
and Normandy ; and obliged the king to have recourfe to 
arms, in order to fupprefs the infurredion of his vaftab. 
He fummoned together the barons of England, and re- 
quired them to pafs the feas under his ftandard, and to 
quell the rebels: He found that he poftefled as little au- 
thority in that kingdom as in his tranimarine provinces. 
The Englifli barons unanimoufly replied, that they wouM 
not attend on this expedition, unle^ he would promife to 

reftore 

^ Norman. Duchefiiii, p. 1055. Rymer, vol. i. p. 117, 
118, 119. Hoveden, p. 814. Chron. Dunft. vol. i. p. 47. 
^ Hoveden, p. 803. M. Paris, p. 140. Trivet, p. 14a 
Ann.Waverl. p. i66. Ypod. Neuft. p. 458. Ann. Mur- 
gan, p. iz. ML Weft. p. 263. 
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reftore and prefierve their privileges ^ : The firft fymptom CHAP, 
of a regular aflbctation and plan of liberty among thofe no- ^ j^ 
blemen I But affairs were not yet fully ripe for the revolu- "'~^~*^ 
tton projeded. John, by menacing the barons, broke the **^'* 
concert ; and both engaged many of them to follow him 
into Normandy, and obliged the reft, who (laid behind^ 
to pay him a fcutage of two marks on each knight's ktp 
as the price of their exemption from the fervicc. 

The force which John carried abroad with htm, and 

that which joined him in Normandy, rendered him much 

fuperior to his malcontent barons ; and fo much the more^ 

as Philip gave them not publicly any countenance, and 

feemed as yet determined to perfevere fteadily in the uhion 

whichhe had formed with England. But the king, elated 

vrkh his (uperiority, advanced claims, which gave an 

univerfal alarm to his vaflals, and diffufed dill wider the 

general difcontent. As the jurifprtidence of thofe times 

required, that the caufes in the lord's court fliould chiefijr 

be decided by duel, he carried along with him certain 

bravos, whom he retained as champioils, and whom he 

deflined to fight with his barons, in order to determine 

any controverfy which he might raife againft them '4 

The count de la Marche, and other noblemen, regarded 

this proceeding as an afiront, as well as an injury ; attd de- 

cUred, that thev wduld never draw 4heir fwcHrds againft 

men of fuch in^rior quality. The king nienaced them 

with vengeance ; but he had n6t vigour to employ againft 

them the force in his hands, or to profecute the injufti^t 

by cruihing intirely the* nobles who oppofed it. 

This government, equally feeble and violent, gave War with 
courage as well as inclination to the injured barons to car-^ France. 
ry farther their oppofition : They appealed to the king of 
France ; complained of the denial of juftice in John's 
courts ; demanded redreis from him as their fuperior lord; 
and entreated him to employ his authority, and prevent 
their final ruin and oppreffion. Philip perceived his ad- 
vantage, opened his mind to great projeds, interpofed in 
behalf of the French barons, and began to talk in a high 
and menacing ftyle to the king of England. John, who taoa. 
could not difavow Philip's authority, replied, that it be- 
longed to him firft to grant them a trial by their peers in 
his own court ; it was not till he failed in this duty^ that he 

was 

9 AxaaL Biaton, p. 261. ? Aanal. Burt p. 26a. 
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C H A P« ^'^'^ iH»fw^Fabie U} his pe«rs iii the. (ippriem^ ^Qiirt of the 

XL . Kreijich king %% and he promifed^ by. a fair and e<i{uUabte 

y^m^r^ -'juctkaturc, to give tatiafsidion to his barony When the 

^^^^^ nobles, in confeqju^nce of this cngagi^nient, detnanded a 

ffiie 'CQpdu£^y th^tthcj! migiu attend his dcHM't^ h^fyA re* 

fufed it : Upon the tesewail of Philip's meiiaces^ he pto- 

rpiHi^d to gfant ^he^r deii^nd;. he violated thiApromife v 

frelh menaces extorted froin him a [Kon^iif. tp^ f^f render ta 

l^h'ilip.the fortrefies of Ti^her es and Boutiyani, asafecu* 

rjitjfferf^rfornuBce ^hje- violated again tJHs eA^geoaent 9 

his, ei^emieSi fenfibte both of his weakileii^ Mid want ofi 

liA^j^j^fH^nbined^iU <:)oieF btthe refolu^ifio of pufhing hica 

^^KtreHkiities ; and a new.aad powerfiri A\y foon appear-' 

4^ ^ eqcottfag^ thc^ il^:.thd^ i^v^iQa of thia odious afnlr 

dW^pi^eaUe g^ei-niwnt* 

1403. «. Th^ )K>tMlg dujee cff . 3rktat^) who wa« now rifiog to 
9ia^f9 eftatd, fenfibkt; «f ithie d^ng^rou? ebaf ader of hit 
^icb; d^terttined ta'Wek both bis fecurtiy atid ddi^ance* 
nifinh^y .^^ unio^. with Fht^f and-tbe m^econfent baroot* 
S^ joined tj^e French <tnny,whichi)»i' begun hqftiUtiet 
«g^^:the king 0f,t9g\^ni:^ He. Wip. received with great 
fUfb^ksipf diftin^ied by .Philip ;. Wad knighted by him ; e& 
^0ufed^ .his d^^^ViM^r^ ^ and wai^inveflcjd not only irt 
ibe dittchy of firi^apy^ lnut in thti counfiies of Anjom and 
}l4i<^B<^> whic^ :bt[}hadr fpm^y refigned- to his uncb^. 
Evciiiy attempt f^cie^ed v^th tjne ^liiea TiUieres and 
9^t«vftBt were ^idkeik/by Fhilip, after nuking: s feeble 
defencie: Mortin^^pr andr hyqfis M\ ttito his har^ atooft 
without refiftance« Tb^prinee^^nefet .hraeiiied Ooiniiai ; 
' and opening the Apices i^ a lake> which' lay in the neigh* 
bourhood, poured fqch, a torrent of; water: into the place, 
jlbai^ the garrifon ,defer»ed if, and the Foench monarch, 
without ilriking a blow, hiade himfelf mikfttr of that im- 
portant fortrefe. The pTogreft of the French arms was 
rapidy and pronaifed more coofideraWe fuccefa than dually 
m that age attended military enterprises. In aniwer to 
every advance which the king of Engbhd made towards 
peace, Philip ft ill infifted, that he fhould refign all his 
traafnaarine deminions to his sepbew, and reft contented 
.with the kin^om of Eingland ; when an event happened, 
which feemed to turn tho fcales in favour oi John, and to 
j;^ve hin> a decifiv^ fiifieriority over his enemies. 

Young 

SP^JlW lih.^*-. • 7*^ Tilvet^ Pi 14a. ' ' 
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YouKO Arthur^ fond of military reiiowii^ h*4brofc«6H Aft 
into Poiaou at the head of a fmaU army ; and pafltng ^ j^^ 
near Mirabel, he heard that his grand*mothcr, quecil ^— ^v^'-', 
Eleanor, who had always oppofed his tntcrefts, was lodg- **^3* 
ed in that place, and was protected by a weak garriftM^ 
and ruinous fortifications ^ He immediately^ determiiiied 
to lay fiege to the fortrefs, and make himfelf maAer of 
her perfon: But John, rouzed from his indoleace by fo 
preifing an occafion, coileded an army of Eoglifl) and 
Braban9ons, and advanced from Normainiy with bafiy 
inarches to the relief of the queen^mother. H« feU oil 
Arthur's camp before that prince was aware of the dag- 
ger ; difperfed his army ; took him prifoner^ together 
wi tb the count de la Marche, Geoffrey de Lufignan».and 
the moft confiderable of the revohed barons ; and retom- 
.cd in triumph to Normandy^. Philip, who was lyiog ift Au* 
before Arquesin that dutchy, raiisd the fiege, and retired gult. 
upon his approach ^« The greater part of the prifoners 
w^re ficnt over to England ; but Arthur was (ht^t up ki 
:thccaftleofFalaife. , / . 

Ths king had here a cotsferttict ivith his n^hew.; re- 
prefented to him the folly of his preteniions ^ and roqiiiiied 
him to renounce the French alliance, which had encou- 
raged him to enter into enmity againft all hia family : But 
the brave youth, rendered more haughty from jmsfot* 
tunes, maintained the juftice of his caufe; afferted his 
claim, not only to the French provinces, but to tjie oroWn 
of England ; and in his turn, required the king to reftore 
the ion of his elder brother to the pofTeffion of his inheri- 
tance ^. John, fenfible^ from thcfe fymptdms of fpirit. Murder of 
that the young prince, tho^ now a prifoner, might fome Arthur, 
time prove a moft dangerous ^nemy^ deterraioed to pre- ^^ ®^ 
vent all future peril by difpatching his nephew; and Ar-^"^^7» 
Ihur was never more heard of. The circumflanoes which 
attended thb deed of darknefr, vrere, no doubt, carefiiUy 
concealed by the adors, and are variouily related by hiAD- 
rians : But the moil probable accomK is as follows. The 
king, it isfaid, firft propofed to William deta Bray^, oHe 
of his fervants, to difpatch Arthur; but William replied^ 
that he was a gentleman^ not a hangman ; and he pofi- 

tivaly 

* Ann. Waved, p. 167. M. Wefk. p. 264. '*' Ann^ 
Marg. p. 213, M. Wcfl. p. a$4. ^ M. Weft. p. ^ 
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CHAP, tively refufed compliance. Another tnftrument of murder 
XI. was found, and was difpatched with proper orders to Fa- 

^"■"^v^'^laifc; but Hubert dc bourg, chamberlain to the king^ 
'^3* and conftable of the caftle, feigning, that he himfeif would 
^execute the king's mandate, fent back the affadin, fpread 
the report that the young prince was dead, and publicly 
performed all the ceremonies* of his interment : But find- 
ing, that the Bretons vowed vengeance for the murder, 
and that all the revolted barons perfevered more obftinate- 
ly in their rebellion, he thought it prudent to reveal the 
fecret, and to inform the world that the duke of Brittany 
was ftill alive, and in his cu(^y. This difcovery proved 
fatal to the young prince : John firft removed him to the 
caftle of Rouen ; and conning in a boat, during the night- 
time, to that place, conunanded Arthur to be brou^t 
forth to him. The young prince, aware of his danger, 
and now more fubdued by the continuance of his misfor- 
tunes, and by the approach of death, threw himfelf on 
his knees before his unde, and begg^ for mercy: But 
the barbarous tyrant, making no reply, ftabbed htm with 
his own hands ; and fattening a ftone to the dead body, 
threw it into the Seine. 

The whole world was ttruck with horror at this inhu« 
man deed ; and from that moment, the king, detefted by 
his fubjefits, retained a very precarious authority over 
both the people and the barons in his dominions. The 
Bretons, enraged at this difappointment in their fond 
hq>es, waged implacable war againft him ; and fixbg the 
fucceiCon of their government, put themfeives in a pofture 
to revenge the murder of their fovereign. John had got 
into his power his niece, Eleanor, fitter to Arthur, com- 
monly called the damfel of Brittany ; and carrying her 
over to England, detained her ever after in captivity. But 
the Bretons, in defpair of recovering this princefs, chofe 
Alice for their fovereign ; a younger daughter of Conttan- 
lia, by her fecond marriage with Gui de Thouars ; and 
they entrufted the government of the dutchy t» that no* 
bleman. C)nttantia, mean while, the mother of the 
murdered prince, feconded by all the ttates of Brittany, 
carried their complaints before Philip as their liege lord, 
and demanded juftice for the violence committed by John 
on the perfon of Arthur, fo near a relation, who, not* 

withftanding 

^ Trivet, p- 14s. T. Wykes, p. 36. Ypod.Neuft. p 459. 
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witKRanding fhe homage which he did to Normandy, was ^ ^A P. 
always regarded as one of the chief vaflals of the crown, ^ ' ^ 
Philip received their application with pleafure ; fommoncd g^^, 
John to (land a trial before him ; and on his non-appear- ^ 

ance, pafled fentence, with the concurrence of the peer^ 
upon that prince; declared him guilty of felony and parri- 
cide; and adjudged him to forfeit to his fuperior lord aU 
his feignories and 6efs in France \ 

The king of France, whofe ambitious and aftive fpirit The Bi^ 
had been hitherto confined, either by the found policy of ei^eiled 
Henry, or the martial genius of Richard, feeing now thefi^ 
opportunity favourable againft this bafe and odious prince, all the 
embraced the projeft of expelling the Engliih, or rather French 
the Englilh king, from France, and of annexing to the Fo^"**^*^ 
crown fo many coniiderable fiefs, which, during fcveral 
ages, had been difroembered from it. Many of the other 
great vaflals, whofc jealoufy might have interpofed, and 
have obftruded the execution of this projeS, were not at 
prefent in a fituation to oppofe it ; and the reft either 
looked on with indifference, or gave their afliftance to this 
dangerous aggrandizement of their fuperior lord. The 
earls of Flanders and Blois were engaged in the holy war: 
The count of Champagne was an infant, and under thtt 
guardianihip of Philip : The dutchy of Brittany, enraged 
at the murder of their prince, vigoroufly promoted all his 
mcafures: And the general defeftion of John's vaSab 
made every enterprixe eafy and fuccefsful againft hira. 
Philip, after taking fevcral caftles and fortrefles beyond 
the Loire, which he either garrifoned or difmantled, re- 
ceived the fubmifBons of the coi»t of Alenfon, who de- 
ferted John, and delivered up all the places under his 
command to the French king : Upon which, Philip fepa- 
rated his army, in order to giv€ them fome repofe after 
the fatigues of the campaign. John, fuddenly colleding 
fome troops, laid fiege to Alen^on; and Philip, whofc 
difperfed army could not be brought together in time to v 

fccure it, faw himfelf expofed to the diPgrace of fuffering 
the oppreflion of his friend and confederate. But his ac- 
tive and fertile genius found an expedient againft this eviL 
There was heW at that very time a tournament at Moret 
in the Gatinois ; whither all the chief nobility of France 

and 
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CHAP, and the ticighboiirhig countries had reforted, in order t^ 
XI. fignalize their courage and addrefs. Philip prefcnted him- 
*^*"^'' ^ fclf before them ; craved their ailiftance iti his diftreis ^ 
>2®3- and pointed out the plains of Alcnfon as the moft ho- 
nourable field, in which they could difplay their genero^ 
fity and martial fpirit. Thofe valorous knights vowed, 
that they would take vengeance on the bafe parricide, the 
ftain of arms and of chivalry ; and putting themfclves, with 
all their retinue, under the command of Philip, inftantly 
marched to raife the iiege of Aien9on. John, hearing of 
their approach, fled fro^ before the pbce ; and in the 
huriy abandoned all his tents, machines, and baggage, to 
the enemy. 

This feeble effort was the laft exploit of that flothful 
tnd cowardly prince for the defence of his dominions. He 
thenceforth remained in total inadivity at Rotien; and 
paflTfd all his time, with his young wife, in paftimes and 
amufements, as if his (late had been in the moil profound 
tranquillity, or his affairs in the moil profperous conditioo. 
If he ever mentioned war, it was only to give himfelf 
vaunting airs, which, in the eyes of all men, rendered 
him flill more defpicable and ridiculous. Let the Preneb 
g9 9Hf faid he, / will retake in a day ivbat bos cofi them 
ycMrs to acquire^: Hb ilupidity and indolence appeared 
fo extraordinary, that the people endeavoured to account 
for the infatuation by forcery, and believed, that he was 
thrown into this lethargy by fome magic and witchcraft. 
The Englifh barons, finding that ^their time was wailed 
%o no porpofe, and that they muil fuffer the dtfgrace of 
iJtcing, without refiftacce, the progreft ot the Frendi 
arms, withdrew from their colours, and fecretly returned 
. Ki their own country *. No one thought of defending a 
^ man^yovho feemed to have defertcd himfdf ; and his fub- 
vyjilfs looked on his fate with the fame indifference, to 
which, in thii preffing exigency, they faw him totally 
abandoned. 

John, while he neglefted all domeflic refourcesfor bis 
fafeiy, had the meannefs to betake himfelf to a foreign 
power, whofe prote£lion he claimed z He applied to the 
pope. Innocent III. and entreated him to interpofe with 
bis authority between him and the French monarch^ Ib-> 

nocent^ 

^ H Paris, p. 146. M. Weft, f . 1*6^ ^ M. Pajk, 
p. 146. M Weil, p. z6i^. 
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n^ccnty pleated with any occafion of eterting his fapcrio* CHAP* 
Tiiy, feDt Philip orders to flop the progrefs of his arma, ^'• 
and to make pc^ce with the king ef England. Btit the ^"'""^ 
French ha^on» receivwi this mfflfa^e with indignation; *^3' 
difclaimed the temporal authority challenged by the pon- 
tiff; and vowed, that they would, to the uttermoft, 
affift their prinie againft t\\ his enemies : And PhiKp> fe^ 
conding their ardour, proceeded, inftead of obeying the 
Pope's envoys, to lay fiegc to Chateati Gaillard, the 
inoft confiderabie fortte& which remained to guard the 
frontiers of Normandy. 

Chateau Gaillard was fituated partly on an ifland in i^4^ 
the river Seine^ partly on a rock oppoiite to it ; and wai 
fecured by every advantage, which either art or nature 
l^ould beAow upon it. The late king, hairing caft his eye 
on this favourable fituation, had fpared no labour nor ex« 
^ence in fortifying it ; and it was defended by Roger de 
X<aci, conftabhe <^ Chefter, a determined officer, at the 
iiead of a numeroas garrifon. Philip, who defpaircd of 
taking the place by force, propofed to fubdue it by fa« 
mine ; and that he might cut off its communication with 
the neighbouring country, he threw a bridge acrofs the 
Seine, while he himfelf with hb army blockaded ft by 
land. The carl of Pembroke, the man of greateft vigour 
and capacity in the Engltih court, formed a plan for 
breaking through the French entrenchments, and throw- 
ing relief into the place. He carried with him an army 
«f 4000 infantry and 3000 cavalry, and fuddenly attacked, 
with great fuccefe, Philip's camp in the night-time ; hav- 
ing left orders, that a fleet of feventy flat-bottomed veffds 
ihould fail up the Seine, and fall at the fame inftant on 
the bridge. But the wind and the current of the river, by 
retarding the veffeb, difcowcertod this plan of operations; 
and it was morning before the fleet appeared ; when 
JPembrc^, tho' iWcefsful in the beginning of the a^ion, 
was already repirifed with confiderabte lofs, and the French 
king had lerfure to defend himfelf againft thefc new aflai- 
lants, who were repulfed in their torn. After this misfor- 
tune, John made no farther efforts for the relief of Cha- 
t^u GaiUikrd ; and Philip had aH the leifure requifite for 
Gondti&iag atid finifliing the fiege. Roger de Lad de- 
fended himfelf for a twelvemonth with great obftinacy ; 
and having bravely repulfed every attack, and patiently 
borne all ih^ h^r^ips of fatftlljie, he w^s ^t laiT over- 
powered 
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CHAP, powered by a fuddcn aflault in the nighttime, and m^it 

XL prifoncr of war, with his garrifon ^. Philip, who knevr 

^--'v"*— ' how to refpcQ valour even in an enemy, treated him with 

"^05. the utmoft civility ; and gave him the whole city of Paris 

for the place of his confinement. 

When this bulk of Normandy was once fubdued, all 
the province lay open to the inroads of Philip ; and the 
king of England defpaired of being any longer able to de- 
fend it. He fecretly prepared veffels for a fcandalous 
flight ; and that the Normans might no longer doubt of 
his refolution to abandon them, he ordered the fortifica- 
tions of Pont de I'Arche, Moulineaux, and Montfort 
I'Amauri to be demolilhed. Not daring to repofe confi- 
dence in any of his barons, whom he believed to be urn- 
verfally engaged in a confpiracy againft him, he entrufted 
the government of the province to Archas Martin and 
Lupicaire, two mercenary Braban9ons, whom he had re- 
tained in his fervice. Philip, now fecure of his prey, 
puflied his conqueds with vigour and fuccefs againft the 
difraayed Normans. Falaife . was firft befieged ; and Lu- 
picaire, who commanded in this impregnable fortrefs, af- 
ter fi^rrendering the place, inlifted himfelf with his troops 
in the fervice of Philip, and carried on hoftiltties againft 
his antient mafter. Caen, Cautance, Seez, Evreux, 
Baieux foon fell into the hands of the French tnonarch, 
and all the lower Normandy was reduced under his domi- 
nion. 'Vo forward his enterprizes on the other divifion of 
the province, Gui de Thouars, at the head of the Bre- 
tons, broke into the territory, and took Mount St. Mi- 
chael, Avranches, and all the other fortreffes in that 
neighbourhood. The Normans, who abhorred the 
French yoke, and who would have defended themfelves to 
the laft extremity, if their prince had appeared to condud 
them, found no refource but in fubmiflion ; and every city 
opened its gates, as foon as Philip appeared before it. 
Rouen alone, Arques and Verneuil determined to main- 
lain their liberties ; and formed a confederacy for mutual 
defence. Philip began with the attack of Rouen ; and the 
hihabitants were fo inflamed with hatred to France, that, 
on the appearance of his army, they fell on all the natives 
of that country, whom they found within their walls, and 

put 

^ Trivet, p. 144. G6L Britto, KK 7. Aim. Wavtrf. 
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put them to death. But after the French king bad begun CHAP, 
his operations with fuccefs, and had taken fome of their ^« 
outworks, the citizens, feeing no refource, offered to ca- ^■"^v^*-' 
pitulate; and dennanded only thirty days to advertife their a!?^^* 
prince of their danger, and to require fuccours againft the * J*"*^- 

- enemy. Upon the expiration of the term, as no fupply 
had arrived, they opened their gates to Philip ^ ; and the 
whole province foon after imitated their example,and fubmit- 
ted to the viftor. Thus was this important territory re- 
united to the crown of France, near three centuries after 
the ceffion of it by Charles the Simple to Rollo, the firft 
duke : And the Normans, fenfible that this conqueft was 
probably final, demanded the privilege of being governed 
by French laws ; which Philip, making a few alterations 
on the antient Norman cuftoms, readily granted them. 
But the French monarch had too much ambition and ge- 
nius to ftop in his prefent career of fuccefs. He carried 
his vidorious army into the weftern provinces ; foon re- 
duced Anjou, Maine, Touraine, and part of Poidou un- 
der his dominion ^ ; and in this manner, the French 
crown, during the reign of one abl.e and aftive prince, re- 
ceived fuch an acceffion of power and grandeur, as, in the 
ordinary courfe of things, would have required it feveral 
ages to attain. 

John, on his arrival in England, that he might cover 
the difgrace of his own condud, exclaimed loudly againft 
his barons, who, he pretended, had deferted his ftandard 
in Normandy ; and he arbitrarily extorted from them a 
feventh part of all their moveables, as a punifliment for 
this offence ^ Soon after he forced them to grant him a 
icutageof two marks and a half on each knight's fee for 
an expedition into Normandy ; but he did not attempt to 
execute the fervice, for which he pretended to exaft it. 
Next year, he fummoned all the barons of his reahn to at- 
tend him on this foreign expedition, and colleded the 
ihips firom all the fea -ports; but meeting with oppoiition 
from fome of his minifters, and repenting him of his de- 
sign, he difmifled both fleet and army, and then renewed 
, his exclamations againft the barons for deferting him. He 
Bext put to fea with a fmall army, and his fubjeSs believ- 
ed, that he was refolved to expofe himfelf to the ut'moft 

hazards 

^ Trivet, p. I47. Ypod. Neuft. p. 459. ® Trivet, 
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CHAP. hat»fd« for the defence and recovery 6f his dominions : 
XI. But they were furprised, after a few days, to fee him r e- 

^"■"'"■^'^^J***^turn again into harbour, without attemptmg any thing. 
**^* In the fubfequent feafon, he had the <roura||ne to carry his 
hoftile meafures a ftep farther. Gui de Thouars, who 
governed Brittany, being jealous of the rapid progrcfs, 
made by his ally, the French king, promifed to join the 
king of England with all his forces ; and John rentured 
abroad with a confiderable army, and landed at Rocheifo. 
lie marched to Angers ; which he took and reduced to 
aihes. But the approach of Philip with an army threw 
him into terrors ; and he immodtatdy made propofais of 

E;ace, and fixed a place of interview, with his enemy. 
ut inftead of keeping thLs engagement, he rtole off viith 
his army, embarked at Rochelle, and returned, tdade^ 
with new (hame and difgrace, into England. The medi- 
ation of the pope procwed him at laft a truce for two^jfears 
with the French ' monarch ^ ; aJmoft all the tranfmarine 
provinces were raviflted from him ; and his Engiifh baron^^ 
f ho* haraflid with arbitrary taxes and fruitlefs expeditions, 
law themf^lves aiKi their country baffled andN affronted in 
every enterprixe. 

Ik an age, when perfonal valour was regarded as tlve 
chief accomplifhment, fuch conduft as that of John, diA 
^aceful at any time, moft be expofed to pecaliar con- 
tempt ; and he mud; thencefcKth expert to rule hi^ turbo- 
lent vaffak with a very doubtfnl authority. But the go- 
vernmem, exercifed by the Norman prmces, had wound 
ftp the royal power to fo hig?^ a pitcfi, and fo much be- 
yond the ufual tenor of the feudal cenftitiMions, that k be*- 
hoved him to be debafed by new affronts and difg^aees, 
ere his barons cotitd entertam the yiew of confpiring againil 
him, in <irder to retrench his exorbitant prerogatives. 
The church, which, at that time, decKned not a conteft 
with the maik poweriiil <and ^rigotxms monarcfas, took firft 
advantage of John's imbecility; and with the moft aggr*- 
Vtfting circumftaoces of inffotelice and (corn, fixed^her yofa^ 
upon hiffi. 
1207. The papal chair was then filled by Innoctei|t III, who^ 
having attained that dignity at the age of thifty-fev^ 
years, and beingendowedwtthalofty and«nterprteitig ^•- 
nius, gave full fcope to his ambition, and attempted^ per- 
haps 

./* Rynaei^ v^* I f, 14*. * 
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haps more openly than any of his predeceflbrs, to convert CHAR, 
that fuperiority, which was yielded him by all the Euro- XI. 
pean princes, into a real dominion over them. The hie- ^— ""v^"*-' 
rarchy, protefted by the Roman pontiff, had already car- * ^^7- 
tied to an enormous height its ufurpations upon the civil ^"^ 
power ; but in order to extend them farther, and render ""S * 
them ufeful to the court of Rome, it was neceflary to re- ^^^ ^ 
4uce the ccclefiaftics themfelves under an abfolute monar* ^^^^^ ^^ 
chy, and to make them entirely dependent on their fpiri- France, 
taal leader. For this purpofc. Innocent firft attempted to 
impofe taxes at plcafure upon the clergy ; and in the firft 
year of this century, taking advantage of the popular 
frenzy for crufades, he fent coHeftora. over all Europe, 
who levied by his authority the fortieth of all ecclefiaftical 
revenues, for the relief of the holy land, and received the 
•voluntary contributions of the laity to a like amount ". 
The fame year Hubert, archbifhop of Canterbury, at* 
tempted another innovation, favourable to ecclefiaftical 
and papal power : In the king's abfence, hefummoned, by 
hb legattne authority^ a fynod of all the Englifii clergy, 
contrary to the prohibition of Geoffrey Fitz-Peter, the 
chief jufticiary ; and no proper cenfure was ever pafled on 
this encroachment, the firft of the kind, upon the royal 
|w>wer. But a favourable incident foon after happened, 
which enabled fo afpiring a pontiff as Innocent, to extend 
fbilV farther his ufurpations on fo contemptible a prince as 
John. 

Hubert, the primate, died in 1205; and as the 
monks or canons of Chrift-church, Canterbury, poffefled 
a right of voting in the eleSion of their archbifhop, fome 
of the juniors of the order, who lay in wait for that event, 
met clandeftinely the very night of Hubert's death ; and 
without any congi d'clire from the king, chofe Reginald, 
their fub-prior, for the fucceflbr; inftalled him in the 
archi-epifcopal throne before midnight; and having en^ 
joined him the ftridcft fecrecy, fent him immediately to 
Rome, in order to folicit the confirmation of his eleQion K 
^he vanity of Reginald prevailed over his policy ; and he 
TK) fooner arrived in Flanders, than he revealed to every 
one the purpofc of his journey, which was immediately 
known in England.^. The king was enraged at the no- 
velty 

H Rymer,, fol. L p. 119. ' M; Paric, p. 148. M. 
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CHAP, velty and temerity of the attempt, in filling fo important 
XL an ofBce without his knowledge or confent : The fufFragan 

^— '"^^'^■^ bifliops of Canterbury, who were accuftomed to concur 
■*^- in the choice of their primate, were no lefs difpleafcd at 
the excluiion given them in this eledion: The elder 
nwnks of Chrift-church were injured by the irregular pro- 
ceedings of their juniors : The juniors themfelves, alham- 
cd of their conduQ* and difgufted with the levity of Regi- 
nald, who had broke his engagement with them, were 
willing to fet afide his eleftion ^ : And all men concurred 
in the defign of remedying the falfe mea'urcs, which had 
been taken. But as John knew, that this afFaif would be 
canvafled before a fuperior tribunal, where the interpofi- 
tion of royal authority, in beftowing ecclefiaftical bene- 
fices, was very invidious ; where even the caufe of fufiira- 
gan bi(hops was not fo favourable as that of monks ; he 
determined to make the new ele3ion entirely unexception- 
able : He fubmitted the affair wholly to the canons of 
Chrift-church ; and departing from the right, claimed by 
' his predeceffors, ventured no farther than to inform them 
privately, that they would do him an acceptable piece of 
fervice, if they chofe John de Gray, biftiop of Norwich, 
for their primate ^. The eleSion of that prelate was ac- 
cordingly made without a contradidory vote ; and the 
king, to obviate all contefts, endeavoured to perfuade the 
fufFragan bifhops not to infift on their right of concurring 
in the eleaion : But thofe prelates, perfevering in their 
pretcnfions, fent an agent to maintain their caufe before 
Innocent ; while the king, and the convent of Chrift- 
church, difpatched twelve monks of that order to fupport 
before the fame tribunal, the eleSion of the bifhop of 
Norwich. 

Thus, there lay three different claims before the pope, 
whom all parties allowed to be the fupreme arbiter of the 
conteft. The claim of the fufiragans, being fo oppofite 
to the u^ual maxims of the papal court, was foon fet 
afide : The eleSion of Reginald was fo obvioufly fraudu- 
lent and irregular, that there was no poflibility ot defend- 
ing it : But Innocent maintained, that, though this elec- 
tion was null and invalid, it ought previoufly to have been 
declared fuch by the fovereign pontiff, before the monks 

could 

^ M. Weft. p. 266. MM. Paris, p. 149. M. Weft 
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could proceed to a new cleftion; 9,ni that the clioice ofCH AP. 
the bifhop of Norwich was of tourfe ts uncanonical as that ^^ ^ 
of his competitor^. Advantage was, thercfiwe, taken of ^^ ^^'^ 
this fubtlety for introducing a precedent, by which the fee ^^* 
of Canterbury^ the moft important dignity in thechuith. 
after the papal throne, (hould be ever after at the dilpofal 
of the court of Rome. 

While the pope maintained fo many fierce conteft$^' 
in order to wrcft from princes the right of granting invcf- 
tftures, and to exclude laymen from alf authority of con- 
ferring ecdefiailical benefices, he was fupportcd by the' 
united influence of the clergy, who, afpiring to indepen- 
dence, fought, with all the ardour of ambition, and all 
the zeal of fuperfiition, under his facred banners; But no 
fooner was this point, after a great effufion of bloody and 
the convulfions of many ftates, eftablifhed in fome tolera^*; 
ble degree, than the vi3orious leader, as is ufual, turned: 
his arms againft his own community, and afpired to center 
all power in his perfon. By the invention of referves, pro* 
vifions, commendams, and other devices, the pope gra-, 
dually aiTumed iht: right of filling vacant benefices; and 
the plenitude of his apofloKc power, jwhich was not fub- 
jc^ to any limitations, fu p plied all defefla of title in the 
perfon on whom he beftowcd preferment. The canons 
which regulated elections were purpofely rendered intri-» 
cateand involved : Frequent difputes arofe among ^andi^ 
dates; Appeals were every day carried to Rome: The 
apo/lolic feej befides reaping pecuniary advantages from 
ihefe contefts, often ex ere i fed the power of fetiing afide 
both the litigants, and on pretence of appeafing faSion^ 
nominated a third perfon^ who might be more acceptable 
to the contending parties* 

The prefent coniroverfy about the eIe3ion to the fee 
of Canterbury afforded Innocent ten opportunity of claim-* 
ing this right ; and he failed not to perceive and ayaij 
himfelf otthis advantage. He fent for the twetve monks 
deputed by the convent to maintain the caufe of thebiftpp ^ 
of Norwich ; and commanded them, under the penalty of 
excommunication, to chufe for their primate, cardinal 
Langtoo, -an Englifhman by birth, but educated in France, 
and connected,, by his interefts and attachmeots, ,witb the 

Vol. IL E fft 
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CHAP, fee of Rome ®. In vain did the monks reprefent, that 

XI. they had received from their convent no authority for this ] 
^■'^■v"'*^ purpofe ; that an etedion, without a previous writ from 
l^P^' the king, would be deemfed highly irregular ; and that 
~^" they were merely agents for another perfon, whofc right 
'^^^^ed ^^^y^^^^^ power or pretence to abandon. None of 
archbi- ^^^"^ ^^^ ^^^ courage to perfcverc in this oppofition, ex- 
fliop of ^^P^ ^"** ^'^'^^ ^^ Brantefield : AH the reft, overcome 
Canter- by the menaces and authority of the pope, complied with 
buiy. his orders, and made the cleftion required of them. 

Innocent, fenfible that this flagrant ufurpationwoul^ 
be highly refented by the court of England, wrote John 
a mollifying letter ; fent him four golden rings fet with 
precious ftones ; and endeavoured to enhance the value of 
the prefent, by informing him of the many myfteries • 
which were implied in it. He begged him tocoi^iider fe- 
rioufly the form of the rings, their number^ their matter, 
and their colour. Their form, he faid, being round, (ha- 
dowed out eternity, which had neither beginning nor end ; 
and he ought thence to learn his duty of afpiring from 
earthly objefts to heavenly, from things temporal to 
things eternal. The number four, being a fquare, de- 
noted fteadinefs of mind, not to be fubverted either by 
adverfity or profperity, fixed for ever on the firm bafis of 
the four cardinal virtues. Gold, which is the matter, 
being the moft precious of metals, fignified Wifdom, 
; which is the moft precious of all accompliftiments, and 
juftly preferred by Solomon to riches, power, and all ex- 
terior attainments. The blue colour of the faphire repre- 
fentcd Faith ; the verdure of the emerald, Hope; the 
rednefs of the ruby. Charity ; and the fplendor of the 
topazy Good Works ^. By thefe conceits. Innocent en-* 
deavoured to repay John for one of the moft important 
prerogatives of his crown, which he had rayiftied from 
him ; conceits probably admired by Innocent himfelf. 
For it is eafily pofltble for a man, efpecially in a barba- 
rous age, to unite ftrong talents for bufinefs with an ab- 
furd tafte in literature and in the arts. 

John 

^ M. Paris, p. 155. Ann. WaverL p. 169. W. Heming. 
p. 553. Knyghton, p. 2415. ^ Rymer, voL i. p. 139* 
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John was inflamed with the utmofl rage, when he ^ ^^ P. 
heard of this attempt of the court of Rome ^ and he im- t^_^ L, 
mediately vented his paf&on on the monks of Chrift-church, v-***^ 
whom he found inclined to fupport the eleSion made "by '' 

their fellows at Rome. He fent Fulk de Canteltrpe, and 
Henry de Cornhulle, two knights of his train, men of vio- 
lent tempers and rude manners, to expel them the con- 
vent, and take pofTeffion of their revenues. Thefe knights 
entered the monaftery with drawn fwords, commanded 
the pnor and the monks to depart the kingdom, and nie- 
naced them, that, in cafe of difobedience, they would in- 
flantly bum them with the convent ^, Innocent, prog- 
nofticating, from the violence and imprudence of thefe 
meafures, that John would finally (ink in the conteft, per- 
fevered the more vigoroufly in his pretenfions, anid ex- 
horted the king not to oppofe God and the church any 
longer, nor to perfecute that caufe for which the holy 
martyr, St. Thomas, had facrificed his life, ind which 
had exalted him equal to the highed faints in heaveti ^ : 
A fu/Hcient hint to John to profit by the example of his 
father, and to remember the prejudices and eftaWiflied 
principles of his fubjeds, who bore a profound veneration 
to that martyr, and regarded his merits as thefubjeft of 
their chief glory and exultation. 

The pontiff, finding that John was not yet fufficiently 
tamed to fubmiilion, lent three prelates, the bifhops o! 
London, Ely, and Worcefter, to intimate to him, that, 
if he perfevered in his difobedience. Innocent would be 
obliged to put the kingdom under an interdtff^. Alt the 
other prelates threw themfelves on their knees before him, 
and entreated him, with tears in their eyes, to prevent the 
fcandal of this fentence, by making a fpeedy fubmiflion to 
his fpiritual father, by receiving from his hands the new 
elefted primate, and by reftoring the monks of Chrifl- 
church to aU their rights and poflfefTions. He burfl out 
into the moft indecent inveSives againfl the prelates; 
fwore by God's teeth, his ufual oath, that if the pope 
prefumed to put his kingdom under an interdid, he would 
fend to him all the biChops and clergy of England, and 
would confifcate all their eftates; and threatened, that, if 

E Z thence- 

^Rymcr, vol 1. p. 143. * M. Paris, p. 156. Trivet, 
p. 151. Ann, WaverL p. 169. . ^ M. Paris, p. 157. 
^' Ibid. 
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CHAP, thenceforth he csOight any Rbinans in his dominions, lie 
XI. woidd pat out their eyes^ and cut off their nofes, in drder 
^ ▼T^— * to fet a niark upon them, which might diftmguifli them 
**°^* from all other nations ". Amidft all this idle violence, 
John flood on fuch bad terms with his nobility^ that he 
never dared to a({emble the ftate^ of the kingd6m^ who, 
in fo juft a caufe, would probably have adhered to any 
other mofiarch, and iiave defended with vigour the liber- 
ties of the nation agitinft thefe SpalpaUe ufbrpations of the 
loterdi^ court of Rome. Irtnocent, therefore, perceiving the 
of the ki{%'s weaknefs, fulmihatied iat lafl the fentence of the in^ 
kingdom, terdid, which he had for fome time held fufpended over 
him^. 

The fentence of interdiS was at that time the great m- 
ftrument of vengeance artd policy employed by the court 
of Rome ; was pronouiDc^d agakift Sovereigns for the Kght- 
eft crffences ; and made the guilt of one perfon involve the 
ruili/Of Intilions, even in their ipiiitual and ettetnal wel- 
, fare. The execution of it was artificiaHy Ciilculated to 
ftrike the fenfes in the higheft degree, and to operate 
with irreTiflible force on the fuperflittous minds of the peo- 
ple. The nation was of a fudden deprived of all exterior 
exercife of its religion : The altars were defpoiled of their 
ornaments : The croCTes, the reliqacfs, the images, the 
ftfttnes "^ the' faints were laid on the iground ; and as if the 
air kfett* were profaned, and might pollute them by its 
conta£t, the priefts carefiilly covered them up, even from 
their own approach and veneration. The ufe of bells en- 
tirely ceafed in aH the churches: The bdls themfelves 
were reiiloHred from the ileeples, and laid on the ground 
with the other facred utenfils. Mafs was celebrated with 
ibut doors ; and none but the priefls were admitted to that 
holy tnflitution. The laity partook bf tk> reRgious rite, 
eiccept baptifm to new-born infanis, and the communion 
to the dying : The dead were not interred tn confecrated 
ground: They were thrown into ditches, or buried in 
common fields; and their obfequi^ were not attended 
with prayers or any hallowed ceremony. Marriage was 
eelebi^ted in the church-yardy'*'' ; itnd that every adiom in 
life might bear the marks of this ih-eadfiil fituation, the 

people 

^ ttid. * M. Paris, p. 157. Trhet, p i?*- Ann. 
Waveri. ,p. r^o. M. Weft, f. •aeS. ^ Chwn. Dunflfc 
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people were prohituted the ufie of meat, as in Lent^ orC M A P. 
limes of the higheft penance; were debarred from all 3tL ^ 
pleafures iand entertainments ; and were forbid even to fa- ▼^^^ 
lute each other, or fo much as to (have their beards, and •*^* 
give any decent attention to their perfon and appard. 
Every ctrcumftance carried the fymptoms of the deeped 
diftrefsy and of the moft immediate apprehenfioo of di« 
vine vengeance and indignation. 

The king, that he might oppofe bis temporal to fbiir 
fpiritual terrors, immediately, fronri his own authority, 
confifcated the eftates of all the clergy who obeyed the 
interdi3 ^ ; baniihed the prelates, confined the monks to 
their convent, and gave them only fuch fmall albwance 
from their own eftates, as would fuffice to provide them 
in food and rayment. He treated with the utmoft rigour 
all Langton's adherents, and every one that (hewed any 
<tifpo(ition to obey the commands of Rome : And ii| otder 
to diftrefs the clergy in the tendered point, and at the 
iame time to expofe them to reproach and ridicule, he 
threw into prifon all their concubines, and required high 
fines and confifcations as the price of their liberty \ 

After, the canons, which eftablifhed the celibacy of 
the clergy, were, by the zealous endeavours of arcM>i(hop 
Anfelm, more rigoroufly executed in England, the eccle- 
fiai^cs gave, almoft univerfally and avowedly, into the 
ufe of concubinage ; and the court of Rome, which had 
no intereft in prohibiting this pradice, made a very fli^t 
oppoHtton to it. The cuftom was become io prevalent, 
that in fome cantons of Swiflerland, before the reforma- 
tion, the laws not only permitted, but, to avoid fcandaU 
enjoined the ufe of concubines to the younger clergy ^ ; 
and it was ufual every where for prieds to apply to the 
ordinary, and obtain from him a formal liberty for this in- 
dulgence. The bidiop commonly took care to prevent 
thispra£tiee from degenerating intf) licentioufnefs : He 
confined the pried to the ufe of one woman, required him 
to be conftant to her bed, obliged him to provide for her 
fubfidence and that of her children ; and though the off* 
' fpring was, in the eye of the law, deenKd illegitimate, 
thb commerce was really a kind of inferior marriage, fiidi 
as is dill pra&ifed io Germany among the noU^, and may 

be 

* Aim. Wairiit p. 170. -^ M. Pari^ p. i%t. Ann. 
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C H A P. be regarded by the candid as an appeal, from the tyranny 
XI. of civil and ecclefiaftical inftitutions, to the more virtuous 

^"^"^^^"""^ and more unerring laws of nature. 

1207. ^i^g quarrel between the king and fee of Rome conti- 
nued for fome years ; and though many of the clergy, 
from the fear of punifhment, obeyed the orders of John, 
and celebrated divine fervice, they complied with the ut- 
moft reluQance, and were regarded, both by thcmfelves 
^nd the people, as men who betrayed their principles, and 
facrificed their confcience to temporal regards and interefts. 
During this violent fituation, the king, in order to give a 
lufire to his government, attempted military expeditions 
againft Scotland, againft Ireland, againft the Welfh^; 
land he commonly prevailed, more from the weaknefs of 
his enemies than from his own vigour or abilities. Mean- 
while, the danger to which his government flood* conti-^ 
nually expofed from the difcontents of the ecclciiaftics, 
increafed his natural propenfion to tyranny ; and he feems 
even wantonly to have difgufted all orders of men, efpe- 
cially his nobles, from whom alone he could reafonably 
expert fupport and affiftance. He difhonoured their fami- 
lies by his licentious amours ; he publiihed ediSs, prohi- 
biting them from hunting feathered game, and thereby re- 
flrained them from their favourite occupation and amufe- 
ment ^ ; he ordered all the hedges and fences near his 
forefts to be levelled, that his deer might have more ready 
accefs into the fields for paflure ; and he continually load- 
iao8. cd the nation with arbitrary taxes and impofitions. Con- 
fcious of the general hatred which he had incurred, he re- 
quired his nobility to give him hoftages for fecurity of 
I their allegiance ; and they were obliged to put into his 

hands their fons, or nephews, or near relations. When 
his meflengers came with like orders to the caftle of Wil- 
liam de Braoufe, a baron of great note, the lady of that 
nobleman replied, that fhe would never entruft her fon 
into the hands of one who had murdered his own nephew, 
while in his cuftody. Her hu(band reproved her for the 
feverity of this fpeech ; but, fenfible of his danger, he^ 
immediately fled with his wife and fon into Ireland, where 
he endeavoured to conceal himfelf. The king discovered 
Ibe unhappy family in their retreat ; feized the wife and 

fon, 

^ W. Heming.p, 556. Ypod. Neuft p. 460. Bjiyghton, 
fM^Q. ^ M. Weft. p/z6S. . " ^ r ■ 
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ton, whom he ftarved to death in prifon ; and the baron CHAP; 
himfelf narrowly efcaped, by flying into France *. XI- 

The church of Rome had artificially contrived a gra-^^->^^^ 
dation of fentences ; by which (he kept offenders in awe i **<^ 
flill afforded ihem an opportunity of preventing the next -. , 
anathema by fubmiflion ; and in cafe of their obftinacy^ . 
was able to refreih the horror of the people againff them, 
l)y new denunciations of the wrath and vengeance of hea- 
yei\. As the fentence of interdi^ had not operated the 
de/ired effeS on John, and as his people, though ez- 
iremely difcontented, had hitherto been reftrained from 
rifing into open rebellion againft him, he was foon to look 
for the fentence of excommunication : And be had reafon 
to apprehend, that, notwithflanding all his precautions, 
the moft dangerous confequences might enfue from it. He 
waswitnefsof the other fcenes, which, at that very time, 
were ading in Europe, and which difplayed the unbound- 
ed and uncontrouled power of the papacy. Innocent, far 
from being difmayed at his contefls with the king of Eng- 
land, had excommunicated the enniperor Otho, John's 
nephew ' ; and foon brought that powerful and haughty 
prince to fubmit to his authority. He publiflied a crufade 
againft the Albigeiifes, a fpecies of enthufiafts in the fotith 
of France, whom he denominated heretics, becaufe, tike 
other enthuiiafts, they negleded the rites of the churchy 
and oppofed the power and influence of the clergy: 
The people from all parts of Europe, moved by their 
fuperftition and their paflion for wars and adventures, 
flocked to his ftandard : Simon de Montfort, the ge- 
neral of the crufade, acquired to himfelf a Sovereignty 
in tjiefe provinces : The count de Tholoufe, who pro- 
te3ed the Albigenfes, was defpoiled of his domini- 
ons: And thefe feftarics themfelves, though the moft 
innocent and inoffenfive of mankind, were exterminated 
with all the circumftances of the moft extreme violence 
and barbarity. Here were therefore both an army and a 
general, dangerous from their zeal and valour, who might 
be direded to ad againft John ; and Innocent, after keep- 
ing 

^ M. Paris, p. 158, 161. Chron. Dunft. vol. i. p. $i. 
Ann. Waverl. p. 17a. Ann Mai^. p. 15. M. Weft. p. a68, 
3169. ' M. Paris, p. 160. Trivet, p. 154. M. Weft, 
p. 269. 
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C H A P» mg t|i(B tbunder long fufpendcd, gave at kft authority !• 
XI. thebifhopsof JLpndoiij Ely, and Worcefter^ to denounce 
" * the fentence of excommunication againft him ^. Tfccfe 
prelates obeyed ; though iheir brethren were deterred fr^oni 
|)ubli(bing^ as the pope required of th6m, tjbe fentence in 
thefeveral churches of their diocefea. 

No iboner was the excqmmunication tnown, than th€ 
k^t^A of it gppeared. Geoffrey ^ archdeacon of Nor*- 
yich, who was entrwfted with a confiderable office in the 
court of Exchequer, .being informed of it while fitting oa 
the bench| obferved to his brethren the danger of ferving 
under an excomnt^unic^ted kjng ; ^nd he ins mediately left 
his chair, and departed the court, John gave orders to 
letze him, £o throw him into prifon^ to cover his head 
yith a great leaden cope \ and by this and other fevere 
ufage, he foon put an end to his life" : Nor was there any 
thing wanting to Geoffrey^ except the dignity and rank 
of Becket, to exalt him to an equal ftation in heaven 
with that great and celebrated martyr. Hugh de Wells, 
the king's chancellor, being eleSed, by his appointment^ 
tifhop of Lincoln, upon a vacancy in that fee, defired 
leave to go abroad, in order to receive confecration froni 
the archbifhop of Rouen ; but he no fooner reached France, 
than he haftened to Pontigny, wh^re Langton then refidr 
ed, and paid fubmifTions to him as his primate. The bi- 
ifliopg, finding them felves expofed equally to the jealoufy 
of the king and hatred of the people, gradually dole out 
of the kingdom ; and at lafl there remained only threje 
prelates to perform the fundions of the epifcopal office?. 
Many of the nobility, terrified with John's tyranny, and 
obnoxious to him on different accounts, imitated th^ exr 
ample of the bifhops ; and moft of the others, who je- 
mained, were with reafon fufpefted or having fecreily en- 
tered into a confederacy agaipfl: him ^, John was alariped 
at his. dangerous fttuation ; a Situation, which prudence, 
Vigour, and populanty, might formerly have prevented, 
jbi|t which no virtues npr abilities were now fufficient to 
retloedy. He defired a conference with Langton at Do- 
ver ; offered to acknowledge him as prirnaie, to fubpiit 
^to the pope, to reftore the exiled clergy, even to pay them 

a limited 

. ^ M. jfaris, p. 159. M. Weft. p. 270. ^ M. taris, p. 
159. ^ Ann. Waverl. p. 170. Ann.Marg. p. 14, 

* M. Paris, p. 16a. M. Weft. p. 270, 271. 
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Sl limited rum as a comnenfation for the rents of their con-C HAP. 
iBfcated eftates. But Langron, perceiving his advantage, ^ ^*- 
was not fatisfied with thefe conceffions : He dennanded, -^^/""^^ 
that full reftitution and reparation ihould be made to all *^°^ 
the clergy ; a condition fo exorbitant, that the king, who 
probably had not the power of fulfilling it, and who fore- 
law that this eflimation of damages might amount to an 
immenfe fum, finally broke off the conference ^. 

The next gradation of papal fentences was to ahfolvc iai«« 
John's fubjefts from their oaths of fidelity and allegiance, 
and to declare every one excommunicated who had any 
commerce with him, in public or in private ; at his table, 
in his council, or even in private converfation ** : And thb 
fentence was accordingly, with all imaginable folemnit^, 
^denounced againft him. But as John dill perfcvcred in his 
contumacy, there remained nothing but the fentence of 
Jepofiiion ; which, though intimately conneSed with the 
former, had been diftinguiflied from it by the artifice of 
the Romilh church ; and Innocent determined to dart this 
laft thunder-bolt againft the refraSory monarch. But as 
a fentence of this kind required an armed force to execute 
it, the pontiff, carting his eyes around, pitched at laft on 
Philip, king of France, as the perfon, intowhofe power- 
ful hand he could moft properly entruft that weapon, the 
uUimate refource of his ghoftly authority. And he prof- 
fered that monarch, befides the remiffion of all his fins 
^nd endlefsfpinrual benefits, the property and poffeflionof 
the kingdom of England, as the reward of his labour **• 

It was the common concern of ^11 princes to oppofe laij, 
ihefe exorbitant pretenfions of the Roman pontiff, by 
which they themlclves were rendered yaffals, and va Hals 
totally dependent, of the papal crown: Yet even Philip, 
the moil able monArch of the age, wasfeduced, by prefent 
intereft, and ly the profpeft of fo tempting a prize, to 
accept this liberal offer of the pontiff, and thereby to ra- 
tify that authority, which, if he ever oppofed its bound- 
lefs ufurpations, might, next day, tumble him from the 
throne. He levied a great army ; fummorifed all the vaf- 
fals of his crown to attend him at Rouen ; collefted a fleet 
of 1700 veffels, great and fwiali, in the fea- ports of Nor- 
mandy and Picar-dy .^ and partly from the zeal of the age, 

partly 

^ Ann. Waverl. p. 1 7 iT ** M. Paris, p. i6i . M. Weft. 
p, zjq. N ^. FtLtbf p. 1 5a. M. Weft. p. 271. 
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CHAP, partly from the pcrfonaF regard, univerfally paid him, pre- 
> XI. pared a force, which feemed equal to the greatncfs of his 
^'''*'^^'*'^^ enterprize. The king, on the other hand, iflued oat 
**^3* writs, requiring the attendance of all his military vaffaU 
at Dover, and even of all able-bodied men, to defend the 
kingdom in this dangerous extremity. An infinite number 
appeared ; of whom he felefted an army of 60,000 men ; 
a power invincible, had they been united in affe^ions to 
their prince, and animated with a becoming z^eat for the 
defence of their native country ^. But the people were 
fwayed by fuperftition, and regarded their king with hor- 
ror, as anathematized by papa! cenfures ; The barons, 
befides lying under the fame prejudices, were all difguftcd 
•with his tyranny, and were, many of them, fufpeSedof 
holding a fecret correfpondence with the enemy : And the 
incapacity and cowardice of the king himfelf, ill fitted to 
contend with thofe mighty difficulties, made men prognof- 
ticate the moft fatal efFefts from the French invafion. 

Pandolf, whom the pope had chofen for his legate, 
and appointed to head this important expedition, had, be- 
fore he left Rome, applied for a fecret conference with 
his mafter, and had alked him, whether if the king of 
England, in this defperate fituattori, were willing io fub- ^ 
jnit to the apoftolic fee, he fliould grant him any terms of 
accommodation ^ ? Innocent, expefting from his agree- 
ment with a prince fa abjeft both in character and for- 
tune, more advantages than from his alliance with a great 
and viftorious monarch, who, after fuch mighty acqui- 
fitions, might become too haughty to be bonnd by fpjri- 
\ tiial chains, explained to Pandolf the conditions on which 

he was willing to be reconciled to the king of England. 
Tlie legate, therefore, as foon as he arrived in the north 
of France, fent over two knights templars todefire an in- 
terview with John at Dover, which was readily granted ; 
and he there reprefented to him, in fuch ftrong, and pro- 
bably in fuch true colours, his loft condition, the difaffec- 
tion of his rubje3:s, the fecret combination of his vaffak 
againrt him, the mighty armament of France, that John 
f ^th May. yielded at difcretion^ and fubfcribed to all the conditi- 
The ons which Pandolf was pleafed to impofc upon him. He 

^'^^'? promt fed, among other articles, that he would fubmrt 
fubinidion himfelf 

to the 

pope. • o r./r'paris, p. 165. M. Weft. p. 271. ^ M P»i^ 
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kmifelf entirely to the judgment of the pope; that hcCHAP- 
would acknowledge Langton for primate ; that he would X^- 
Teftore all the exiled clergy and laity who had been ^-— ^^"""^ 
banillied on account of the conteft; that he would *^^3; 
make them full reditution of their goods, and compenfa- 
tion for all damages, and inftantly confign eight thoufand 
pounds, in part of payment ; and that every one outlaw- 
ed or imprifoned foe their adherence to the pope, Ihoyld 
immediately be received into grace and favour ^, Four, 
barons, fwore, along with the king, to the obfervance of 
this ignominious treaty ^. 

But the ignominy of the king was not yet carried to 
Its full height. Pandolf required him, as the firft fpect- 
men of his deference to the pope's orders, to refign his 
kingdom to the church, and he perfuaded him, that he 
could no wife fo efFe^ually difapfiniiit Ac French invafion, 
as by thus putting himfelf under the immediate proteftion 
of the apoftolic lee. John, lying under the agonies of 
prefent terror, made no fcrupleof fubmitting to this con- 
dition. He pafled a charter, in which he faid, that, not 
conftrained by fear, but of his own free-will, and by the 
common advice and confent of his barons, he had, for re- 
miflion of his own (ins and thofe of his family, refigned 
England and Ireland to God, to St. Peter and St. Paul^ 
and to pope Innbcent and his fucceffors in the apoftolic 
chair : He agreed to hold thefe dominions as feudatory of 
the church of Rome, by the annual payment of a thou*- 
fand marks; feven hundred for England, three htindred 
for Ireland : And he ftipulated, that if he or his fucceffors 
fliould ev«r preuime to revoke or infringe this charter, they 
fbould inftantly, except upon admonition they repented 
them of their offence, forfeit all right to their dominions ^, 

In confequence of this agreement, John did homage to isth^&y* 
Pandolf as the pope's legate, with all the humiliating 
rites which the feudal law required of vaffals before their 
liege-lord and fuperior. He came difarmed into the le- 
gate's prefence, who was feated on a throne ; he flung 
fiimfelf on his knees before him ; he lifted up his joined 
hands, and put them within thofe of Pandolf ; he fworc 

fealty 

* Rymer, vol. i. p. 166. M. Paris, p. 163. Annal. Burt. 
p. 268. s Rynier, vol. i. p 17a. M. Paris, p. 163. 

^ Rymo*, vol. I. p. 176. M.Paris, p. 16$. Trivet, p. 155. 
Ann. Waverl p. 177. W. Heming. p $54. M. Weft. p. 
Z71, zyz, Ann. Biirt p. ^69. 



Digitized 



by Google 



60 HISTORY or ENGLAND. 

C H A P. fealty to the pope ; and .he paid part of the tribiHe, which 
XI- he owed for his kingdom a$ the patrimony of St, Peter. 

^'■^""^^"■^^ The legate, elated by this fupreme triumph of facerdotal 
*^*3' power, could not forbear difcovering extravagant fymp- 
toms of joy and exultation : He trampled on the nwney, 
which was laid at his feet as an earned of the fubjedion of 
the kingdom : An infolcnce, of which, however ofFenfive 
to all the Englifh, no one prefent, except the archbilhop 
of Dublin, dared to take any notice. But though Pan* 
dolf had brought the king to fubmit to thefe bafe condi- 
tions, he ftill refufed to free him from the excommuntca-^ 
tion and interdid, till an edimation ihould be taken of the 
loQesof the ecclefiaftics, and full compenfatien and reftt*^ 
tation fhould be made them. 

John, reduced to this abjeQ fituation under a foreign 
power, ftill Ihewed tj)e fame difpofition to tyrannkte over 
his fub]e£ts, which had been the chief caufe of aB hi^ 
misfortunes. One Peter of Pomfret, a hermit, bad forc^ 
told, that the king, this very year, ihould lofe his crown ^ 
and for that rafh prophecy, he had been thrown into pri^ 
ion in Corfe-caftle. John now determined to bring hint 
to punifhment as an impoftor ; and though the man plca^ 
cd, that his prophecy was fulfiDed, and that the king ha4 
loft the royal and independent crown which he fornaerly 
wore, the defence was fuppofed to augment his guilt: Hf 
was dragged at horfes tails to the town of WarhatQ, and 
there hanged on a gibbet with his fon ^. 

When Pandolph, after receiving the homage of John, 
fetnrned to France ; he congratulated Philip on the fuc- 
cefs of his pious enterprize ; and informed him, that 
John, moved by the terror of the French arnis, had now 
ct)g»e to a juft fenfe of his guilt; had returned toobedi^ 
cnce under the apoftolic fee ; bad even confented to do 
homage to the pope for his donfiinions ; and having thu^ 
made his kingdom a part of St. Peter's patrimony, ha4 
rendered it impoffible for any Chriftian prince, without 
the moil manifeft and moft flagrant impiety, to attaclp 
him ^ Philip was in a rage on receiving this intelligence : 
He exclaimed, that having, at the pop^*? inftigation, un- 
dertaken 

^ M. Paris, p. 165. Chron. Dunft. vol i. p. 5$. Chron. 
Mailr. |>. 186, 187. T. Wykes, p. 37. Ann. Wavetl p^ 
B 179. M. Weft, n, J70, 27a. Knyghttm, ». 43^4. 
> Tiwt, p. 16a • 
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^takcn an etpedition, which had coft him above 60,000 C H A PJ 
pounds ilerling, ht wa« fruftrated of his piirpofc, at the XI. 
time when its foccefe was beconne infalUbic: He com- ^^'^"^^"^^^ 
l^lained, that all the expence had fallen upon him ; all the •^^'J' 
advantages had accrued to Innocent : He threatened to be 
no longer the dupe of ihefe hypocritical pretences : And 
affembUnghis vaffab, he laid before them the ill treatment 
which he had received, expofed the interefted and frau- 
dulent conduft of the pope, and required their afliftance 
to execute his enterprize ag^inft England, in which, he 
lold them, that, notwithflanding the inhibitions and me- 
naces of the legate, he was determined to perfevere. The 
French barons were in that age little lefs ignorant and fu« 
perftiticus than the Englifli : Yet, fo much does the in- 
goence of thefe religious principles depend on the prefent 
difpofition of mens minds, they all vowed' to follow their 
prince on his intended expedition, and were refolute not to 
be cKfappointed of that glory and thofe riches, which they 
luid long expefted from this enterprize. The earl of 
Flanders alone, who had previoufly formed a fecret treaty 
with John, declaring againft the injuftice and impiety of 
the undertaking, retired with his forces^; and Philip, 
that he might not leave fo dangerous an enemy behind 
him, firft turned his arms againft the dominions of that 
prince. Meanwhile, the Engli(h fleet was affembled un- 
der the earl of Salifbury, the king's natural brother ; and 
though inferior in number, received orders to attack the 
French in their harbours. Sali{bury performed this fer- 
vice with fo much fuccefs, that he took three hundred 
ftips ; deftroyed a hundred more ^ : And Philip, finding 
it impoflible to prevent the reft from falling into the hands 
ef the enemy, fet fire to them himfelf, and thereby ren- 
dered it impoflible for him to proceed any farther in his 
enterpriTje. 

John, exalting in his prefent fecurity, infenfible to his 
paft difgrace, was fo elated with this fuccefs, that he 
thought of no lefs than invading France in his turn, and 
recovering all thofe provinces which the profperous arms 
of Philip had formerly raviflied from him. He propofed 
Ais expedttton to the barons^ who were already aflfembled 
for the defence of the kingdom. But the Englifti barons 

both 

^ M. Paris, p. .ii66, ^ M. Paris, p. 166. Chron, 
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Digitized 



by Google 



6z HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

CHAP. both hated and defpifcd their prince: They proghoifli-. 
^^- cated no fuccefs to any enterprize conduced by fijch a 

^""^^^"^ leader : And, pretending that their time of fervice was 
^^^^' elapfed, and all their provifions exhaufted, they refufed 
to fccond his undertaking ^. The king, however, rcfo- 
lute Ml his purpofe, embarked with a few followers, and 
failed to Jerfey, in the foolifh notion, that the barons 
woiiH at laft be afliaraed to flay behind ". But finding 
himfelf difappointed, he returned to England ; and raifing 
fome troops, threatened to take vengeance on all his no- 
bles for their defertion and difobedience. The archbiftiop 
of Canterbury, who was in a confederacy with the barons, 
here interpofed y ftriSly inhibited the king from thinking 
of fuch an attempt ; and threatened him with a renewal 
of the fentence of excommunication, if he pretended to 
levy war upon any of his fubjeSs, before the kingdom was 
freed from the fentence of inrerdid^. 

The church had diffolved the feveral anathemas pro- 
nounced againft John, by the fame gradual progrefs with 
which (he had at firft iffued them. By receiving his ho- 
mage, and admitting him to the rank of vaffal, bisdcpo- 
fition was annulled, and his fubje^^s were again bound by 
their oaths of allegiance. The exiled prelates then return- 
ed in great triumph, with Langton at their head ; and 
the king, hearing of their approach, went forth to meet 
them, and throwing himfelf on the ground. before them, 
he entreated them with tears to have compailipn on him 
and the kingdom of England^. The primate, feeing 
thefe marks of fincerc penitence, led him to the chapter- 

aothjuly. houfe of Winchefter, and there adminiftered an oath to 
him, by which he again fwore fealty and obedience to 
pope Innocent and his fucceflbrs ; promifcd to love, main- 
tain, and defend holy church and the clergv ; engaged 
that he would re-eflablifh the good laws of his anceftors, 
particularly thofe of St. Edward, and would abolifli the 
wicked ones ; and expreffed his refolution of maintaining 
juftice and right in all his dominions^. The primate next 
gave him abfolution in the requifite forms, and admitted 
him to dine with him, to the great joy of all the people. 
The fentence, however, of interdiS was ftill upheld 

againft 

A M. Paris, p. 166. ^ Ibid. c ^ Paris, p. 167. 

^ M. Paris, p- 166. Ann. Waverl. p. 178. ^ M. Paris, 
p. 166. 
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agamft the kingdom. A newleg^te^ Nicholas, bi(hop of C H AP-. 
Frefcati, came into England, in the place of Pandolf ; and XI. 
hfe declared it to be the pope's intentions never to loofen ^'— ^>/"**^ 
that fentence till full reftitution was made to the clergy of •***3' 
every thing taken from them, and ample reparation for all 
damages which they had fuftained *". He only permitted 
rnafs to be faid with a low voice in the churches, till thcfe 
Icffes and damages could be eilimated to the fatisfaflion of 
the parties. Certain barons were appointed to take an 
account of the claims ^ ; and John was adoniflied at the 
greatnefs of the fums, to which the clergy made their 
lofTes to amount. No lefs than twenty thoufand marks 
-were demanded by the monks of Canterbury alone ; 
twenty-three thoufand for the fee of Lincoln " ; and the 
king, finding thefe pretenfions to be infinite and endlefs, 
proffered the clergy the fum of an hundred thoufand marks 
for a final acquittal. The clergy rejefted the offer with 
difdain ; but the pope^ willing to favour his new vaflal, 
whom he found zealous in his declarations of fealty, and 
regular in paying the ftipulated tribute to Rome, direfted 
his legate to accept of forty thoufand '. The iflue of 
the whole was, that the bifliops and confiderable abbots 
got reparation beyond what they had any title to demand : 
The inferior clergy were obliged to fit down contented 
with their loffes ^ : And the king, after the interdiO: was 
takei) off, renewed, in the mod foleirin manner, and by 
a new charter, fealed with gold, his profeffions of homage 
and obedience to the fee of Rome ^. 

When this vexatious affair was at lad brought to a H14. 
conclufion, the king, as if he had nothing farther to at- 
tend to but triumphs and victories, went over to Poiftou, 
which ftill acknowledged his authority ^ ; and he carried 
war into Philip's dominions. He befieged a caftle near 
Anglers ; but the approach of prince Lewis, Philip's fon, 
obliged him to raife the fiege with fuch precipitation, that 
he left his tents, machines, and baggage behind him ; 
and he returned to England with difgrace. About the 
fsLtnc time, he heard of the great and decifive viftory 

gained 

* Trivet, p. 160. Ann. Waverl. p. 178. ^ Brady's 
Appcid. No. 103, 104. ^ Chron. Dunft. vol. i. p. 64, 
* M. Paris, p. 173. Chron. Dunft. Vol. i. p. 62. ^ Ann» 
Waverl p. 179. ^ M. Paris, p. 172. 

^ QuetnEleanor died in 1203 or 1204. 
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CHAP, gained by the king of France at Bovines over the emperol^. 
XI. Otho, who had entered France at the head of 1 50,006 
'^"""^^"''"^ Germans ; a viftory which eftabliftied for ever the glory 
^*'4* of Philip, and gave full fecuriiy to all his dominions. John 
could therefore think henceforth of nothing farther, than 
of ruling peaceably his own kingdom ; and his dole con- 
junftion with the pope, which he was determined at any 
price to maintain, enfured him, as he imagined, the cer- 
tain attainment of that objeft. But the laft and moft 
grievous fcene of this princess misfortunes ftill awaited 
him ; and he was deftined to pafs through a feries of more 
humiliating circumftances than had ever yet fallen to the 
lot of any other monarch. 
Difcon- The introduQion of the feudal law into England by 
tents of William the Conqueror had much infringed the liberties, 
the baion«* however imperfeft, enjoyed by the Anglo-Saxons in their 
antient government, and had reduced the \yhole people to 
a ftate of vaffalage under the king or barons, and even the 
greatcft part of them to a real ftate of (lavery. The ne- 
ecffity aHb of devolving great power into the hands of a 
prince, who was to maintain a military dominion over a 
vanquifhed nation, had engaged the Norman barons to. 
fubmit to a more rigorous and abfolute authority, than 
that to which men of their rank, in other feudal govern- 
ments, were commonly fubjc6ted. The prerogatives of. 
the crown, once raifcd to a high pitch, were not eafily re- 
duced ; and the nation daring the courfe of a hundred and. 
fifty years, had groaned under a tyranny, unknown to 
all the kingdoms founded by the northern conquerors. 
Henry I. that he might allure the people to give an ex- 
clufion to his elder brother Robert, had granted them a 
charter, favourable in many particulars to their liberties ^ 
Stephen had renewed this grant ; Henry II. had confirm- 
ed it: But the concefTions of 'all thefe princes had ftill 
remained without efFeA ; and the fame unlimited, at leaft 
irregular authority, continued to be exercifed both by them 
and their fucceflbrs. The only happinefs was, that arms 
were never yet raviflied from the hands of the barons and 
people : The nation, by a great confederacy, might ftill 
vindicate its liberties ; And nothing was more likely, than 
the charader, conduS, and fortunes of ihe prefent fove* 
reign, to produce fuch a general union and combination 
againft him. Equally odious and contemptible, both ia 
public and private life^ be laffronted the barona by his in^ 

folence, 
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folence> diihoDoured their families by his gdhntrie^, en-C HA P. 
raged them by his tyranny, and gave difcontcnt to all XI^ 
ranks of men by his endlefs exactions and impofitions ^. ^^^"""^'"^'^ 
The efFeS of thefe lawlefs prafticcs had already appeared »*"4* 
in the general demand made by the barons of a rcftoration 
of their privileges ; and after he had reconciled himfelf to 
the pope, by abandoning the independence of the king- 
dom, he appeared to all the world in fo mean a lights 
that they univerfally thought they might with fafetyand 
honour infift upon their pretenfions. 

But nothing forwarded this confederacy fo much Z9 
the concurrence of Langton, archbifhop of Canterbtiry 5 
a man, whofe memory, though he was obtruded on the *\ 

nation by a palpable incroachment of the fee of Rome, 
ought always to be refpeSed by the Englifh. This pre- 
late, whether he was moved by the generofity of his na- 
ture and his affe3ion to public good ; or had entertained 
an animofity againft John, on account of the long oppofi- 
tion made by that prince to his eledion ; or thought, that 
an acquifition of liberty to the people would ferve to in- 
creafe and fecure the privileges of the church ; had form- 
ed the plan of reforming the government, and bad pre- 
pared the way for that great innovation,- by inferting thofe 
lingular claufes above-mentioned in the oath, which he 
adminiftered to the king, before he would abfoWe him 
from the feiitence of excommunication. Soon after, in a 
private meeting of fome principal barons at London, he 
fliewed them a copy of Henry I.'s charter, which, he 
faid, he had happily found in a mcnaftery ; and he ex- 
horted them to infift on the renewal and obfervance-of it : 
The barons fwore, that they would fooner lofe their lives 
than depart from fo reafonable a demand ^. The confe- 
deracy began now to fpread wider, and to comprehend al- 
moft all the borons of England ; and a new and more nu- 
merous meeting was fummoned by Langton at St. Ed- 
mondfbury, under colour of devotion. He again produced Noven^ 
to the affembly the old charter of Henry ; renewed hisbcr. 
exhortations of unanimity and vigour in the profecution 
of their purpofe ; and reprefented in the ftrongeft colours 
' the tyranny to which they had fo long been fubjeSed, and 
from wjiich it now behoved them to free themfelves and 

Vol. II. F their 

*^ Ctiron. Maijr. p. 188. T. Wykes, p. 36. Ann. War 
vcri. p. 181. W. Heming. p. 557. ^ M. Paris, p; 167. 
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their poftcrity ^ The barons, inflamed by his doqucn ce 
incited by the fenfe of their wrongs, and encouraged by the 
appearance of their power and numbers, folemnly took 
^**4- an oath before the high aUar, to adhere to each other, 
to taCifk on their demands, and to make endlefs war on the 
king, till he Ihould fubmit to grant them^. They 
agreed, that, after the feftival of Chriftmas, they would 
prefer in a body their common petition ; and in the mean 
time, they feparated, after mutually promifing, that they 
would put themfelves in a pofture of defence, would inlift 
men and purchafe arms, and would fupply their cailles 
with the Bcceffary provifions. 
141$. The barons appeared in London on the day appointed ; 

(th Jan. 2LnA demanded of the king, that, in confequence of his 
own oath before the primate, as well as in deference to 
their juft rights, he would grant them a renewal of 
Henry's charter, and a confirmation of the laws of St. 
Edward. The king, alarmed with their zeal and unani- 
mity, as well as with their power, required a delay ; pro- 
mifed, that at the feftival of Eafter, he would give thenm 
z pofitive anfwer . to their petition ; and offered them the 
archbifhop of Canterbury, the biihop of Ely, and the 
earl of Pembroke, the Marefchal, as fureties for his ful- 
filling, this engagement '^. The barons accepted ot the 
terms, and peaceably returned to their caftles. 

15th Jan. During this interval, John, in order to break or fub- 
due the league of his barons, endeavoured to avail him- 
feif of the ecclefiaftical power, of whofe influence he had, 
from his own recent misfortunes, had fuch fatal experi-- 
cnqe. He granted to the clergy a charter, abandoning for 
ever that important prerogative, for which his father and 
all his anceftors had zealoufly contended ; yielding to them 
\ the free eleSion on all vacancies ; reserving only the 
power to ifTue a conge d'elire, and to fubjoJh a confirma- 
tion of the eledion ; and declaring, that, if either of thefe 
were with-held, the choice fliould neverthelefs be deemed 
juft and valid ^ He made a vow to lead an army into 
Pateftine againft the infidels,* and he took on him the 
crofs4 in hopes, that he ihould receive from the church 
that proteSion, which (he tendered to every one that had 

entered ^ 

^ M. Paris, p. 175. Q.M. Paris, p. 176. ^ M.Pa.; 
ri«, p. 176. M. Weft. p. 273. s Rj^cr, vol. i, p. 197.;. 
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entered into this facred and meritorious enga^ment ^. ^ *^p ^* 
And he fent to Rome his agent, William de Mauclerc, in ^_* 4l ^ ^ 
order to appeal to the pope againft the tyranny of his ba* ^^ 
rons, and procure him a favourable fentence from that 
powerful tribunal ". The barons alfo were not negligent 
on their part in endeavouring to engage the pope in their 
interefts : They difpatched Euftace de Vefcie to Rome ; 
laid their cafe before Innocent as their feudal lord ; and 
petitioned him to interpofe his authority with the king» 
and oblige him to reftore and confirm all their juft and 
undoubted privileges ^. 

Innocent beheld with regret the difturbances which 
had arifen in England^ and was much inclined to favour 
John in his pretenfions. He had no other hopes of retain- 
ing and extending his newly acquired fuperiority over that 
kingdom, but byfupporting fo bafe and degenerate a 
prince, who was witling to facrifice every confideration to 
his prefent fafety ; and he forefaw, that, if the admini- 
ftration fell into thahandsof thefe gallant and high-fpirited 
barons, they would vindicate the honour, liberty, and in- 
dependence of the nation, with the fame ardour which 
they now exerted in defence of their own. He wrote 
letters therefore to the prelates, to the nobility, and to 
the king himfelf. He exhorted the firft to employ their 
good offices in conciliating peace between the contending 
parties, and putting an end to civil difcord : To the fe- 
cond, he expreOed his difapprobation of their condud in 
employing force to extort conceffions from their reludant 
fovereign : The laft, he advifed to treat his nobles with 
grace and indulgence, and to grant them fuch of their de* 
mands as ihould appear juft and reafonable \ 

The barons eafily faw, from the tenor of thefe letters, 
that they muft expe£t to have the pope, as well as the - 
king, for their adverfary ; but they had already advanced 
too, far to recede from their pretenfions, and their paflions ' 

were fo deeply engaged, that it exceeded even the power 
of fuperftition itfelf any longer to controul them. They 
alfo forefaw, that the thunders of Rome, when not fe- . 
conded by the efforts of the Englifli ecclefiaftics, would ' 
be of finall avail againft them ; and they perceived^ that 

Fa the 

"^ Rymer, vol. i. p. 200. Trivet, p. 16^. T. Wykcs,, 
p. ^y. M. Weft. p. 273. ^ Rymer, vol. i, p. 184- 

^ Ibid. ^ Rymer, vol, i. p. 196, 197. 
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CHAP, the moft ooniiderable of the prelates, as well as all the in- 
^ ^ ^' ferior clergy, profeffed the higheft approbation of their 
^*"^^"*^^catifc- Befides, that thefe men were feized with the na- 
'*'5' tfonal paflion for laws and liberty; bleffings, of which 
they themfelves expeSed to partake; there concurred 
very powerful caufes to loofen their devoted attachment to 
the apoftolic fee. It appeared from all the late ufurpa- 
tions of the Roman pontiff, that he pretended to reap 
atone all the advantages accruing from that victory, which 
under his banners, though at their own hazard, they had 
every where obtained over the civil magiftrate. The 
pope affumed a defpotic power over all the churches : 
Their particular cuftoms, privileges, and immunities, 
were treated with difdain : Even the canons of general 
council^ were fet afide by his difpenfing power : The 
whole adniiniftration of the church was centered in the 
court of Rome : All preferments ran of courfe in the fame 
channel : And the provincial clergy faw, at lead felt, that 
there was a neceffity of limiting thefe exorbitant preten- 
fions. The legate, Nicholas, in filling thofe numerous 
vacancies which had fallen in England during an interdict 
of fix years, had proceeded in the moft arbitrary manner ; 
* and had paid no regard, in conferring dignities, to perfo- 
nal merit, to rank, to the inclination of the eleftors, or 
to the cuftoms of the country. The Englifti church was 
univerfally difgufted; and Langton himfelf, though he 
owed his elevatidn to an incroachment of the Romifti fee, 
was no fooner eftabliftied in his high office, than he be- 
came jealous of the privileges annexed to it, and formed 
attachments with the country fubjeSed to his jurifdiSion. 
Thefe caufes, though they opened flowly the eyes of men, 
failed not to produce their effeft : They fet bounds to the 
ufurpations of the papacy : The tide firft ftopped, and 
then turned againft the fovereign pontiff: And it is other- 
wife inconceivable, how that age, fo prone to fupcrfti- 
tion, and fo funk iii ignorance, or rather fo devoted to a 
fpurious erudition, could have efcaped falling into an abfo- 
lute and total flavery under the court of Rome. 
Infiinec- About the time that the pope's letters arrived in Eng- 
tion of land, the malcontent barons, on the approach of the fef- 
theba- tivalofEafter, when they were to expeSt the king^s an- 
rons. fvi^er to their petitions, met by agreement at Stamford ; 
and they aCTembled a force, confifting of above 2000 
knights, befides their retainers and inferior perfons with- 
out 
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o\jt niimber. Elated with their power, they advanced iftC H AP- 
a body to Brackley, within fifteen miles of Oxford, the ^XI/^ 
place where the court then refided ; and they thete re- '^*'*"^^''*^ 
ceived a meflage from the king, by the archbiftiop of Gan- J^^Iji 
terbury and the earl of Pembroke, defiring to knoVr whaJt ^T"^!*"- 
thole liberties were which they fo xealoufly challenged, 
from their fovereign. They delivered to thefe meffetigers 
a fchedule, containing the chief articles of their ilemands^; 
which was no fooner fhewn to the king, than heburft into 
a furious paflTion, and alked why the barons did not alfo 
demand of him his kingdom ? fwearing, that he would 
never grant them* fuch liberties as muft reduce himfetf to 
flavery^. 

No fooner were the confederated nobles informed of 
John's reply, than they chofe Robert Fitz- Walter their 
general, whom they called the Marefcbal of the army of 
God and of holy church ; and they proceeded without far- 
ther ceremony to make war upon the king. They be- 
iieged the ca(He of Northampton during fifteen days, 
though without fuccefs ^ : The gates of Bedford caftte 
were willingly opened to them by WilKam Beauchamp its 
owner: They advanced to Ware in their way to Lon- 24th May, 
don, where they held a correfpondence with the principal 
citizens: They were received without oppofition into 
that capital : And finding now the great fuperiority of their 
force, they iffued proclamations, requiring the other ba* 
rons to joih them, and menacing them, in cafe of refufal 
or delay, with committing devaftations on their houfes and 
cftates ". In order to (hew them what they might expeft 
from their profpcrous arms, they made incurfions froni 
London, and laid wafte the king's parks and palaces ; and 
all the barons, who had hitherto carried the femblance of 
fupporting the royal party, were glad of this pretence to 
join openly a caufe, which they always had fecretly fa- 
voured. The king was left at Odiham in Surrey with a 
poor retinue of only feven knights ; and after trying Several 
expedients to elude the blow, after offering to refer a^l dif- 
ferences to the pope alone, or to eight barons, four ^o be 
chofen by himfelf, and four by the confederates S he found 
faimfelf at lad obliged to fubmit %l difcretion, 

A CON- 

^ M. Paris, p. 176, * M. Paris, p. 177. Chron. Punfr. 
yol. i p. 71. ? M. Paris, p. 177. ^Rymcr, vol. L 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 




. HISTORY or ENGLAND. 

A CONFERENCE between the king and the barons was 
appointed at Runnemede, between Windfor and Staines - 
'a place which has ever fince been extremely celebrated, 
on account of this great event. The two parties en- 
camped apart, like open enemies ; and after a debate of a 
few days, the king with a facility fomewhat fuipicious, 
I^IJJ T^^[ figned and fealed the charter which was required of him. 
This famous deed, commonly called the Great Char- 
ter, cither granted or fecured very important liberties 
and privileges to every order of men in the* kingdom ; to 
the clergy, to the barons, and to the people. 

The freedom of eledions was fecured to the clergy : 
The former charter of the king was confirmed, by which 
the neceflity of a royal conge d'elirc and confirmation was 
fuperfeded : AH check upon appeals to Rome was remov- 
ed, by the allowance granted every man to depart the king- 
dom at pleafure : And the fines upon the clergy, for any 
offence, were ordained to be proportional to. their lay 
oftates, not to their ecclefiadical benefices. 

The privileges granted to the barons were either 
abaten(ients in the rigours of the feudal law, or determi- 
nations in points which ^ad been left by that law, or had 
become by praftice, arbitrary and ambiguous. The re- 
liefs of heirs fucceeding to a military fee were afcertained ; 
an earl's and baron's at an hundred marks, a knight's at an 
hundred {hillings. It was ordained by the charter, that, 
if the heir be a minor, he (hall, immediately upon his 
majority, enter upon his eftate, without paying any re- 
lief: The king Ihall not fell his wardihip : He (hall levy 
only reafonable profits upon the eftate, without commit- 
ting wafte or hurting the property : He (hall uphold the 
caftles, houfes, mills, parks and ponds : And if he com- 
mit the goardianlhip of the eftate to the (heriflF or any 
other, he ih^ll previoufly oblige them to find furety to the 
fame purpofe. During the minority of a baron, while his 
lands are in wardihip, and are not in his own pofTeftion^ 
no debt which he owes to the Jews (hall bear any intereft. 
Heirs (ball be married without difparagement ; and before 
the marriage be contraSed, the neareft relations of the 
l^rfons Ihall be informed of it A widow, without pay- 
ing any relief, ihall enter upon her dower, the third part 
of her huiband's rents : She ihall not be compelled to 
marry, fo long as (he chufes to continue fingle ; ihe Ihall 
rtdy give it^uriiy never to'inarry withiopt l^er lord's con- 
'■;•-.# *-:..•, ... - fern. 
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fcnt. The king (hall not claim the wardihip of atiy minor, C H A P. 
who holds lands by military tenure of a bafon^ on pre- ^^ 
tence that he alfo holds lands of the crown, by foccage or ^-'"v"*"*^ 
any other tenure. Scutages (hall be eftimatcd at the fame ^^^^' 
rate as in the time of Henry I. and no fcutage or aid, ex- 
cept in the three general feudal cafes, the king's captivity, 
the knighting his elded fon, and the marrying his eldeft 
daughter, (hall be impofed but by the great council of the 
kingdom; the prelates, earls and great barons, Ihall be 
called to this great council, each by a particular writ ; 
. the leffer barons by a general fummons of the fheriff. The 
king (hall not feize any baron's lands for a debt to the 
crown, if the baron poflefles as many goods and chattels 
as are fuificient to difcharge the debt. No man (hall be 
obliged to perform more iervice for his fee than he is 
bou;nd to by his tenure. No governor or conftablc of a 
caftle (hall oblige any knight to give money for ea(Hc- 
guard, if he is willing to perform the fervice in perfon, 
or by another able-bodied man ; and if the ktlight be in 
the field himfelf, by the king's command, he (haB be ejc- 
empt from all other fervice of this nature. No valTal 
(hall be allowed to fell fo much of his land as to incapa- 
citate himfelf from performing his fervice to his lord. 

These were the principal articles, which were calcu- 
lated for the interefts of the barons; and had the charter 
contained nothing farther, national happinefs and liberty 
had been very little promoted by it, as it would oily have 
tended to encreafe the power and independence of an or- 
der of men, who were already too powerful, and whofe 
yoke mi^ht have become more heavy on the people than 
even that of an abfolute nu>narch. But the barons, who 
alone drew and impofed on the prince this memorable 
charter, were nece(ritated to iiifert in it ofher claufes of a 
more extenfive and more beneficial nature: Thi^y could 
not expeS the concurrence of the people, without com- 
prehending, together with their own, the interefts of in- 
ferior ranks of men ; and all provifions, which the haronS;i 
for their own fakes, were obliged to make, in order to en- 
fure the free and equitable adminiftration of juftice^ tend- 
ed diredly to the benefit of the whole community. The 
following were the principal claufes of this nature. > ' 

It was ordained^ that all the privileges and immunities 
above-mentioQed, granted to the barons agaipft the king, 
ibouU be extended by the barons to their inferior vafTals. 

The 
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CHAP. The king 1)ound himfelf not to grant any writ, empower- 

XI. ing a baron to levy aids from his vaffals, except in the 

^'^'^>r^*^ three fegdal cafes. One weight and one meafure (hall be 

'^*5* eftabliflied throughout the whole kingdom. Merchants 

ihallbe allowed to tranfaft all bufinefs, without being ex- 

pofed to any arbitrary tolls and impofitions : They and all 

freemen (hall be allowed to go out of the kingdom and 

return to it at pleafure. London, and ail cities and burghs, 

fliall preferve their antiept liberties, immunities and free 

cufioms : Aids (hall not be required of them but by the 

confent of the great council. No towns nor individuals 

fliall be obliged to make or fupport bridges but by antient 

cuflom. The goods of every freeman (hall be difpofed of 

according to his will : If be die inteftate, his heirs (hall fuc- 

ceed to them. No officer of the crown (hall take any^ 

borfes, Carts, or wood, without the confent of the owner. 

The king's courts of juftice (hall be ftationary, and (hall 

no longer follow his perfon : They (hall be open to every 

one; and juftice (hall no longer be bought, refufed, 

. or delayed by them. The (heri(Fs (hall be incapa- 

• citated to hdd pleas of the crown ; and (hall not pot 

^ny>\ Perfon upon his trial, from rumour or fufpicion 

alone, but upon the evidence of lawful witneflTes. No 

...freeman (hall be. takea or imprifoned, or difpoflfefTed 

of his fre^ tenement and liberties, or outlawed, or 

bani(hed, or any wife hurt or injured, unlefs by 

the legal judgment of his peers, or by the law of 

the land ; and all who fuffered otherwife in this or the two 

forijjer reigns, (hall be reftored to their rights and poflTefli- 

ons. Every freeman (hall 6e fined in proponion to his 

fault J and no fine (hall be levied on him to his utter ruin : 

Even a villain or rufticihall not by any fine be bereaved of 

his carts, ploughs, and implements of huibandry. This 

was tb€s only article calculated for theinterefts of this body 

.of men, probably at that time the moft numerous in the 

.kingdoip. 

It muft be confeflTed, that the former articles of the 
_Oreat Charter contain fuch mitigations imd fejrplanations 
of the feudal law ajs are very reafbnable and ecjuitable ; and 
that the latter inv<rfve.aU the chief outlines of a legal go- 
vernment,, and provide for the equal diftrilKrtion of jut- 
lice, and free enjoyment of property; the great objeds 
fipr wbiph politicw fodety^ w^s ^t firft founded by me<l. 
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wWcTi the people have a perpetual and unalienable right to C H A P. 
recal, and which no time, nor precedent, nor ftatute, nor ^^- , 
pofitive inftitution, ought to deter them from keeping ^ 
ever uppermoft in their thoughts and attention. Though ^^o- 
the provifions made by this charter might, conformable to 
the genius of the age, be eftecmed too concife, and too 
bare of circumftances, to maintain the execution of its ar- 
ticles, inoppofition to the chicanery of lawyers, fupported 
by the violence of power ; time gradually afcertained the 
- fenfe of all the ambiguous expreffions ; and thofe generous 
barons, who firft extorted this conceflion, ftill held their 
fwords in their hands, and couM turn them againft tliofc 
who dared, on any pretence, to depart from the original 
fpirit and meaning of the grant. It is now eafy, from the 
. tenor of this charter, to determine what thofe laws were 
of king Edward, which the Englifti nation, during fo 
. many generations, ftill defired, with fuch an obftinate 
perfeverance, to have recalled and eftablifhed. They 
'were thefe latter articles of Magna Cbarta ; and the ba- 
• rons, who, at the beginning of thefe commotions, re- 
quired tbe revival of the Saxon laws, undoubtedly thought, 
that they had fufficiently fatisfied the people by procuring 
them this conceflion, which comprehended the chief ob- 
jefts to which they had fo long- afpired. But what we 
, are moft to admire, is the prudence and moderation of 
. thefe haughty nobles themfelves, who were enraged bj 
.injuries, inflamed by oppofition^ and elated by a total 
viftory over their fovereign. They were contented, even 
in this plenitude of power, to depart from fome articles of 
'Henry I.'s charter, which they made the foundation of 
their demands^ particularly from^he abolition of ward- 
Ihips, fo important a point ; and they feem to have been 
•fufficiently careful not to diminiili too far the power and 
Tcvenue of the crown. If they appear, therefore, to have 
carried other demands to too great a height, it can be 
afcribed only to the faithlfefs and tyrannical charaSer of the 
king himfelf, of Avhich they had long had experience, and 
which, they forefaw, would, if they provided no farther 
fecurity, lead him foon to infringe their liherties, and re- 
cal his own tonteftions. Tht?5 afone gave birth to thofe 
iDther articles, feemingly exorbitaht, which were added as 
a rampart f^r the fafeguard of the Great Charter. 

The barons obliged the king to agree, that London 
fi^oi^ld r^n^^in in their hands, and the Tpwer be c'ojiligned 

to 
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C H A P. to the cuftody of the primate, till the i5th of Auguil ncut* 
XL or till the execution of the feveral articles of the great 

^'•""y/'^'^^ charter ^ The better to infure the fame end, he allowed 
'^^5- themtochoofe five-and-twenty members from their own 
body, as confervators of the public liberties ;' and no 
bounds were fet to the authority of thefe men either in 
extent or duration. If any complaint was made of a 
violation of the charter, whether by the king, juftici- 
aries, iheriifs, or forefters, any four of thefe barons might 
admonifh the king to rcdrefs the grievance ; and if fatis- 
fadion was not obtained, they could aflfemble the whole 
council of twenty-five; who, in conjun3ion with the 
great council, were im powered to compel him to obferve 
the charter, and, in cafe of refiftance, might levy war 
againft him, attack his cadles, and employ every kind of 
violence, except againft his royal perfon, and that of his 
queen and children. AU men, throughout the kingdom, 
were bound, under the penalty of confifcation, to fwear 
obedience to the five-and-twenty barons; and the free- 
holders of each county were to choofe twelve knights, who 
were to make report of fuch evil cuftoms as required re- 
drefs, conformably to the tenor of the Great Charter ^. 
The names of thofe confervators were the carls of Clare, 
Albemarle, Glocefter, Winchefter, Hereford, I^oger 
Bigod, earl of Norfolk, Robert de Vere, earl of Oxford, 
William Marefchal the younger, Robert Fitz- Walter, 
Gilbert de Clare, Euftace de Vefcey, Gilbert Delaval, 
William de Moubray, Geoffrey de Say, Roger de Mom- 
bczon, William de Huntingficld, Robert de Ros, the 
conftable of Cheftcr, William de Aubenie, Richard de 
Pcrci, William Malet, John Fitz-Robert, WiHiam im 
Lanvalay, Hugh de Bigod, and Roger de Mount fichet **. 
Thefe men were, by this convention, really invefted with 
the fovereignty of the kingdom : They were rendered co^ 
ofdinate with the king, or rather fuperior to him, in the 
exercife of the executive power : Awl as there was no cir- 
circumftance of government, whicb^ ehker direfily or 

indirciaiy, 

^ Rynicr, vol. i. p. zot. Chron. Dunft. vol i. p. 7^ 
^ This feems a certain proof that the hovie of cominona 
was not then in being • otherwifc the knights and burgefies 
from thefe veral counties conld hav^ given in to the loxds a U£t 
of grievances, without any new elcAion. 
^ M. Parisj p. 181. 
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indireSIy, might not bear a relation to the fecurity or ob- C H ^ F- 
fer Vance of the great charter ; there couM fcarce occur any X^- 
incident, in which they might not lawfully interpofe therr ^^^"^^ 
authority. ia«5^ 

John Teemed to fubmlt paflTvely to all thefe rcgnlati-^ 
ons, however injurious to majefty : He fent writs to all 
the (heriffs, ordering them to conftrain every one to fwear 
obedience to the twenty-five barons ' : He difmilTed all 
his foreign forces : He pretended, that his government 
was henceforth to run in a new tenor, and to be more ia- 
tiulgent to the liberty and independence of his people. 
But he only diflembled, 'till he Ihould find a favourable 
opportunity of annulling all his conceflions. The injuries 
and indignities, which he had heretofore fuffered from the 
pope and the king of France, as they came from equals 
or fuperiors, fecmed to make but fmall impreflion on him : 
Biit thefenfe of this perpetual and total fubjeSion under 
his own rebellious vaflals funk deep in his mind, and he 
-was determined, at all hazards, to throw off fo ignomT- 
fiiousa flavery ^. He grew fullen, filent, and refervedz 
He fhunned the fociety of his courtiers and nobles : He re- 
tired into the Ifle of Wight, as if defirous to hide hi8 
Ihame and confufion ; but in this retreat he meditated the 
moft fatal vengeance againft all his enemies \ He fecretly 
fent abroad his emiffaries to inlift foreign foldiers, and to 
invite the rapacious Braban9ons into his fcrvice, by the 
prorpeft of iharing the fpoils of England, and reaping the 
forfeitures of fo many opulent barons, who had incurred 
the guilt of rebellion, by rifmg in arms againft him ^. 
And he difpatched a meflenger to Rome, in order to lay 
before the pope the great charter, which he had been 
conipelled to fign, and to complain, before that tribunal, 
of the violence, which had been impofed upon him ^. 

Innocent, confidering himfelf as feudal lord of the 
kingdom, was incenfed at the temerity of the barons, 
-^ho, though they pretended to appeal to his authority, 
had dared, without waiting for his confcnt, to impofe 
fuch terms on a prince, who, by refigning to the Roman 
pontiiF his crown and independence, had placed himfeff 

under 

^ M. Paris, p. 182. ^ M. Paris, p 183. ^ IWd. 

^ M. Paris, p. 183. Chron. Dunft. vol. i. p. 72. Chron. 
Maih-. p. iS8. ^ M. Paris, p. 183. Chron. Bimft, vol-i 
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CHAP, under the papal proteQion. He iflued, therefore, a buff, 

^'- in which, from the plenitude of his apoftolic power, and 

^'^"^'^^from the authority, which God had committed to him, 

^^^S' to build and de ft roy kingdoms, to plant and overthrow, 

he annulled and vacated the whole charter, as unjuft: in 

itfelf, as obtained by compulfion, and as derogatory to the 

dignity of the apoiftolic fee. He prohibited the barons 

to exaft the obfervance of it : He even prohibited the king 

himfelf to pay any regard to it : He abfolved him and his 

fubjeds from all oaths, which they had been conftrained 

to take to that purpofe : And he denounced a general fen- 

tence of excommunication againfl: every one, who fhould 

perfevere in maintaining fuch treafonable and iniquitous 

Renewal pretenfions ^. 

of the ci- The king, as his foreign forces arrived along with this 
yU wars, bull, now ventured to take oflF the malk ; and, under 
fanftion of the pope's decree, recalled all the liberties, 
which he had granted to his fubjeSs, and which he had 
folemnly fworn to obferve. But the fpi ritual weapon was 
found upon trial to carry lefs force with it, than he had 
reafon from his own experience to apprehend. The pri^ 
mate refufed to obey the pope in publifliing the fentence 
of excommunication againft the barons; and tho' he was 
cited to Rome, that he might attend a general council, 
there affembled, and was fufpended, on account of his 
difobedience to the pope, and his fecret correfpondence 
with the king's enemies^ : Though a new and particular 
Sentence of excommunication was denounced by nam« 
againft the principal barons'^; John ftill found, that his 
nobility and people, and even his clergy, adhered to the 
defence of their liberties, and to their combination againfl 
him : The fword of his foreign mercenaries was all he had 
to truft to for the reftoration of his authority. 

THE.barons, after obtaining the great charter, fcem to 
have been lulled into a fatal fecurity, and to have taken no 
rational meafures, in cafe of the introduftion of a foreign 
force, for re-affembling their armies. The king was from 
the firft mafter of the field ; and immediately laid fiege to 
caftle of Rochefter, which was obft:inately defended by 
William de Albiney, at the head of an hundred and forty 
knighfs with their retainers, and was at laft reduced by 

famine. 

^ Rymer, vol. i. p. 203, 204, 205, 20S. M. Parjs, p^ 
184, 185, 187. *• M. Paris, p. 189. Qw Rymer, ¥ol. 

i. p. an. M. Paris, p. 192, 
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famine. John, irritated with the refinance, intended to^HAP. 
have hanged the governor and all the garrifon ; but on the •^*- 
reprefentation of William de Mauleon, who fuggefted to ^ ' 
him the danger of reprizals, he was contented to facrifice, vif m ^ 
in this barbarous manner, the inferior prifoners only^. ^ 
The captivity of William de Albiney, the bed officer 
among the confederated barons, was an irreparable lofs to 
their caufe ; and no regular oppofition was thenceforth 
made to the progrefs of the royal arms. The ravenous 
and barbarous mercenaries, incited by a cruel and enraged 
prince, were let loofe againft the eftates, tenants, ma- 
nors, houfes, parks of the barons, and fpread devaftation 
over the face of the kingdom. Nothing was feen but the 
flames of villages and caftles reduced to afties, the con- 
fternation and mifery of the inhabitants, tortures exercif- 
ed by the foldiery to make them reveal their concealed 
treafures^, and reprizals no lefs barbarous, committed by 
the barons and their partizans on the royal demefnes, and 
on the eftates of fuch as ftill adhered to the crown ^. The 
king marching through the whole extent of England, from 
Dover to Berwick, laid the provinces wafte on each fide 
of him ; and confidered every eftaie, which was not his 
immediate property,, as entirely hoftile, and the objeft of 
military execution. The nobility of the north in particu- 
lar, who had (hewn the greateft violence in the recovery 
of their liberties, and who, aSing in a feparate body, had 
cxpreffed their difcontcnt even at the conceffions made by 
the great charter ; as they could expeft no mercy, fled 
before him with their wives and families, and purchafed 
the friendfliip of Alexander, the young king of Scots, by 
doing homage to him ". 

The barons, reduced to this defperate extremity, and Prince 
menaced with the total lofs of their liberties, their proper- Lewis cal- 
ties, and their lives, employed a remedy no lefs defpe- ^^^ ®^^^- 
rate : and making applications to the court of France, of- 
fered to acknowledge Lewis, the eldeft fon of Philip, for 
their fovereign ; on condition, that he afibrded them pro- 
tedion from the violence of their enraged prince^. 

Though 

^ M. Paris, p. 187. ^ Chron. de Maih*. p. 190. Ann. 
Waverl. p 18. M. Wefl:. p. 274, 275. '^ M. Paris, p. 
190. W. Heming. p. 558. " Chron. de Mailr. p. 190. 
Heming. p. 558. * M. Weft. p. 274. Knyghton, 

p. 2423. 
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CHAP. Though the fenfe of the common rights of mankind, the 
XL otAy lights which are entirely indefeafible, might have 

' juftified them in the dcpofition of their Tcii^ ; they declined 
infixing before Philip, on a preteniion, which is com- 
monfy fo unfavourable among fovereigns, and which founds 
harfhly in their royal ears. They affirmed, that John 
was incapalle of fucceeding to the crown, by reafon of 
the attainder, pafled upon him during his brother's reign ; 
though that attainder had been reverfed, and Richard 
had even, by his laft will, declared him his fucceffor. 
They pretended, that he was already legally depofed by 
fcntence of the peers of France, on account of the murder 
of his nephew • though that lentence could not poflibly 
regard any thing but his tranfmarine dominions^ which 
aione he held in vaflalage to that crown. On more plau- 
fiWe grounds, they affirmed, that he had already depofed 

. himfelf by doing homage to the pope, changing the na- 
ture of his fovereignty, and refigning an independent crown 
for a fee under a foreign power. And as Blanche of Caf- 
tile, the wife of Lewis, was defcended by her mother 
from Henry II. they maintained, though many other 
princes flood before her in the order of fucceffion, that; 
they had not fhaken off the royal family in choofmg her 
hulband for their fovcreign. 

Philip wa,s extremely tempted to lay hold of the rich 
prize which was offered to him. The pope's legate me- 
naced him with interdiSs and excommunications if he 
invaded the patrimony of St. Peter, or attacked a prince, 
who was under the immediate protection of the holy 
fee^ ; but as Philip was affured of the obedience of his 
own vaffals, his principles were changed with the conjunc- 
tures of the times, and he now undervalued as much all 
papal cenfures^ as he formerly pretended to pay refpeft 
to them. His chief fcruple was with regard to th? fideli- 
ty, which he might expeS of the Englifti barons in their 
new engagements, and the danger of entrufting his fon 
and heir into the hands of men, who might, on any ca- 
price or neceffity, make peace with their native fove* 
reign, by facrificing a pledge of fo much value. He 
therefore exafted from the barons twenty-five hoftages of 
the moft noble birth in the kingdom ^ ; and having ob- 
tained 

^ M. Paris, p. 194. M Weft. p. 275. ^ M. Paris, 
p. 193. Chron. Dunft. vol. i. p. 74. 
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tafned this fecurity, he firft fent over st fmall army to the C H A P. 
relief of the confederates, and then more numerous forces, XI. 
who arrived with Lewis hlmfclf ^t their head. ^— >/- ^ 

The firft eflFeft of the young prince's appearance in i^^o. 
England was the defertion of John's foreign troops, who, 
being moftly levied in Flanders, and other provinces of 
France, refufed to ferve againft the heir of their monar- 
chy ^. The Gafcons and Poiftevins alone, who were ftill 
John's fubjefts, adhered to his caufe ; but they were too 
iveak to maintain that fuperiority in the field, which they 
had hitherto fupported againft the copfederated barons. 
Many confiderable noblemen defertcd John's party, the 
earls of Salift>ury, Arundel, Warrene, Oxford, Albe- ' 
marie, and William Marefchal the younger : His caftles 
fell daily into the hands of the enemy : Dover was the on- 
ly place, which, from the valour and fidelity of Hubert 
de Burgh, the governor, mad^ refiftance to the progrefs 
of Lewis's arms ^ : And the barons had the melancholy 
profpefl of finally fucceeding in their purpofe, and of ef- 
caping the tyranny of their own king, by impofing on . 
themfelves and the nation a foreign yoke. But this union 
was of very fliort duration between the French and Englifti 
nobles ; and the imprudence of Lewis, who on every oc- 
cafion ftiewed too vifible a preference to the former, en- 
creafed that jealoufy, which it was fo natural for the lat- 
ter to entertain in their prefent fituation ^. The vifcount 
of Melun, too, it is faid, one of his courtiers, fell fick at 
London, and finding the approaches of death, he fent for 
fome of his friends among the Englifli barons, and warn- 
ing them of their danger, revealed Lewis's fecret inten- 
tions of exterminating them and their families as traitors to 
their prince, and beftowing their eftates and dignities on 
hb native fubjeSs, in whofe fidelity he could more rea- 
fonaUy place confidence ^. This ftory, whether true or * 
falfe, was univerfally reported and believed ; and concur- 
ring with other circumftances, which rendered it credible, 
did an infinite prejudice to the caufe of Lewis. The earl 
of Saiiibuiy and other noblemen deferted again to John's 
party ^ ; and as men eafily change fides in a civil war, 
efpeciaily where their power is founded on an hereditary 

and 

^ M. Paris, p. 195. * M Paris, p. 198. Chron.Dunft. 
yd. i. p. 75, 76. ^ W. Heming. p. 559. ^ M. Paris, 
p. 199^ M. Weft. p. 277. ^ Chron. Dunft. vol. i. p. 78. 
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Death 
and cha- 
rafter of 
the king. 



CHAP, and independent authority, and is not derived from • the 
XT. opinion and favour of the people, the French prince had 

' ^^7 ' reafon to dread a fudden reverfe of fortune. The king 
1210. ^^,^^ aflcmbling a confidcrable army, with a view of fight- 
ing one great battle for his crown ; but pafling from Lynne 
to Lincolnfhire, his road lay along the fea-lliore, which 
was overflowed at high water ; and not choofing the pro- 
per lime for his journey, he loft in the inundation all his 
carriages, treafure, baggage, and regalia. The afBiftion 
of this difafter, and vexation from the diftrafted ftate of 
his affairs, encreafed the ficknefs, under which he then 
laboured ; and though he reached the caftle of Newark, 
he was obliged to halt there, and his diftemper foon after 
put an end to his life, in the forty-ninth year of his reign ; 
and freed the nation from the dangers, to which it was 
equally expofed, by his fuccefs or his misfortunes. 

The charafter of this prince is nothing but a compli- 
cation of vice?, equally mean and odious ; ruinous to him- 
felf, and deftruflive to his people. Cowardice, inadi- 
vity, folly, levity, licentioufncfs, ingratitude, treachery, 
tyranny, and cruelty ; all thefe qualities appear too evi- 
dently in the feveral inftances of his life to give us room 
to fufpeS, that the difagreeable pidure has been any 
wife overcharged, by the prejudices of the antient hifto- 
rians. It is hard to fay, whether his conduft to his fa- 
ther, his brother, his nephew, or his fubjefts was moft 
culpable ; or whether his crimes in thefe refpe&s were not 
even exceeded by the bafenefs, which appeared in his 
tranfaftions with the king of France, the pope, and the 
barons. His dominions, when they devolved to him by 
the death of his brother, were more extenfive than have 
ever, fince his time, been ruled by any EngUfli monarch : 
But he firft loft by his mifconduS the flouriftiing pro- 
vinces in France, the antient patrimony of his family : He 
fubjeSed his kingdom to a ftiameful vaflalage under the 
fee of Rome : He faw the prerogatives of his crown dimi- 
iiifhed 15y law, and ftill more reduced by faSion : And he 
died at laft, when in danger of being totally expelled by a 
foreign power, and of either ending his life miferably in 
prifon, or feeking ftielter as a fugitive from the purfuit of 
his enemies. 

The prejudices againft this prince were fo violent, that 
he was believed to have fent an embafly to the Miramou- 
lin or emperof of Morocco, and to have offered to change • 

bis 
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his religion and become Mahometan, in order to purchafe CHAP, 
the proteSion of that monarch. But though that (lory is ^* 
told ys, on pfaufi|)le ^juthqrity, Jiy N|attlTf0w P^is *, it ^" ^^^. 
is in itfelf utterly impcobable ; except, that there is no- ***"• 
thing fo incredible as may not become likely from the foll^ 
and wickednefs of Jcihn. 

The moaks •ditow great j-epxMches on this prince for 
his impiety and even infidelity ; and as an inftance of it, 
jthey tell jis, (hat vbaving, -one day» caught a very fyt 
Qstg, heeiclaimedy How plump Jind well fed if ibis ani-' 
mall and yet I dare fwear be never beard mafi^. This 
lally of wit, upon tl^e ufual corpulency of the priefts, more 
than all his enormous crimes and iniquities, made him-pafs 
with them for an atheift. 

John left two legitimate fons1»ebbdhiiti, Henry, horn . 
jon the firft of oSo^ff iao7, and iiaw nine years of 
age; and Richard, born on die fixth of January, 1209.; •' 

and three daughters^ Jane married >t» Alei^ander king (tf* 
Scots ; Eleanor married firft to William Marefcbi^ 
younger, earl of Pembroke, and 4hen to Simon McAintr 
fort, earl of Leicester; and Ifabella married to the em.- 
peror, Frederic II. All thefe <hi)drin were born to biifi 
by Ifabella of Angpqlefme, hi^ife^ond Avife. His ijlegili- 
xnate children were numerous; but none of Xh^tn wera 
any wife diftingviflied. It w^s this king, who, in tht 
ninth year of his reign, 6rft gaye liberty by charter to thf 
city of London, fiortferring on them the right of fle^Qtiilg 
annually a mayor out of th^if own b^dy, which was tiU 
now held for life. He gave the ci^ alio power, to jele^ 
and remove their ihefiffs at pleaiureb aiid .their jQCMimtfrnr 
coun<;il-noen annua^y* London Bridge was 6niihjed.:ki 
this reign : The former bridge was ;0^ wood. Majud <ihd 
Wiprcfs was the 'firft that buMt a ftc^ne bfidge in England, r : '» 

So great was the fuperftition of England during d)]s ;..>.. >. ..^ 
period, that fr^m tbeconqueft to j^i^, the^ace ef if^ 
years, five hanidred aqd fifty re|igif)ft^bpa(ep were founded^ 
which are fi«e^va«i^s qi Ihe whole ^hat •evfted At itbeir 
di/Iblution ^, 

VouH Q APPENDIX 

^ P. 169. ^ M. Paris, p. 170. « Anderfon's Hiftoiy 
•fCpmwerce, voLi. jp. 108. t 
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A P P E N D I X n. 

The FEUDAL and ANGLO-NORMAN 
Government and Manners. 

Origin of the feudal law —— /// progrefs — Feudal 

government of England The feudal pa rliament 

The commons Judicial power Revenue oj the 

crown Commerce ■ The Church Civil Laws 

\ M anners, 

Append 'Tp H E feudal law is the chief foundation, both of the 
n. X political government and of the jurifprudence, cfta- 
1"-V*'^ bUflied by the Normans in England. Om fubjeft there- 
fore requires, that we (houM form a }uft idea of this law, 
in order to explain the Aate, as well of that kingdom, as 
of all the other kingdoms of Europe, which, during thofe 
uges, were governed by fimilar tnftitutions. And though 
I am fenfiblc, that I muft here repeat many obfervations 
and refledions, which have been communicated by 
others ' ; yet, as every book, agreeably to the obferva- 
tion of a great hiftorian ^^ (hould be as compleat as pofli- 
We within itfelf, and (hould never refer, for any thing ma- 
terial, to other books, it will be neceffary, in this place, 
to* deliver a ihort plan of that prodigious fabric, which, 
for feveral centuries, prcfervcd fuch a mixture of liberty 
attid oppreilion, order and anarchy, (lability and revoluti- 
on, as was never experienced in any other age or any 
other pai't of the world. 
Origin of After the northern nations fubdued the provinces of 
the feudal the Roman empire;, they were obliged to e(labli(h a fyf- 
hw. tern of government, which might fecure their conquefts, 

as wdl againft the revolt of their numerous fubjefts, who 
remained in the provinces, as from the inroads of other 
tribes, who might be tempted to ravi(h from them their 
sew kcqot(ition8. ' The great change of circumftances 

made 

' L'Efprit des loix. Dr. Robcrtfon's hiftoiy of ScotlaWl 
Dabymplc of (eudal Tenures. ^ Padre Paolo Hift. COnc 
Trid. 
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made them here depart from thofe inAitutions^ which pr6* Appendix 
vailed among them^ while they remained in the forefts of ^^' 
Germany ; yet was it ftill natural for them to retain, in * "" 
their prefent fettlement, as much of their antient cuftomd 
as was compatible with their new iituation. 

The German governments, being more a coftfedefacy 
of independent warriors, than a civil fubjeSion, derived 
their principal force from many inferior and voluntary af- 
fociations, which individuals formed under a particular 
head or chieftain, and which it became the higheft 
point of honour to maintain with inviolable fidelity. The! 
glory of the chieftain confided in the number, the brave*' 
ry, and the zealous attachment of his retainers: The 
duty of the retainers required that they (hpuld accompany, 
their chieftain in all wars and dangers, that they (bould 
fight and perifii by his fide, and that they (hould efteem 
his renown or his favour a fufficient recompence for all 
their fervices ^, The prince himfelf was nothing but a 
great chieftain, who was chofen from among the reft, on 
account of his fuperior valour or nobility ; and who de- 
rived his power from the voluntary affociation or attach** 
ment of the other chieftains. 

When a tribe, governed by thofe ideas, and aSuated 
by thofe principles, fubdued a large territory, they foundf 
that though it was neceflary to keep themfelves in a mili- 
tary pofture, they could neither remain united in a bddy,^ 
nor take up their quarters in feveral garrifons, and that 
their manners and inftitutions debarred them from ufing 
thofe expedients ; the obvious ones, which, in a like fitu- 
ation, would have been employed by a civilized nation. 
Their ignorance in the art of finances, and perhaps the 
devaftations infcparable from fuch violent conquefl:s, ren- 
dered it impraQicable for them to levy taxes fufficient foe 
the pay of numerous armies ; and their repugnance to a 
flavifh fubordination, with their attachment to rilral plea- 
fures, made the life of the camp or garrifon, if perpe- 
tuated during peaceful times, extremely odious and dif- 
guftful to them. They feized, therefore, fuch a propor- 
tion of the conquered lands as appeared neceflary ; they 
affigned a Ihare for fuppofting the dignity of their prince 
and government ; they diftributed other parts, under the 
title of fiefs, to the chieftains ; thefe made a new parti- 

G 2 tion 

^ Tacit, de Mor. Germ. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



84 HISTORY^F ENGLAND. 

Af^endix tion among their retainers ; the exprefs condition of al^ 
n. theFe grants Was, that they might be refumed at pleafurc 

^■^^v^"***^ -and that the poffeffor, fo tongajshe enjoyed them, fliould 
rti\l remain in readiheis to take the field for the defence 
of the nation. And though the conquerors immediately 
feparated, in order to enjoy their new ^cquifitions, their 
martial difpofition made thefn readily fulfil the terms of 
^heVr engagement : They adfembled on the firft alarm ; 
their habitual attachment to the chieftain made them wil- 
lingly fiibtnit to his command; and thus a regular military 
force, though concealed, lay always ready, to defend, on 
any emergence, the intereft and honour of the comrau- 

WE are not to imagine, that all or even the greateft 
pfart of the conquered lands was feized by the northern 
conquerors ; or that the whole of the .land thus feized was 
fubjefted to thefe military feVvices, This fuppofition is 
confuted by the hiftory of all the nations on the continent. 
£ven the idea given us of the German manners by the 
Konfian hiftorian, may convince us, that that bold people 
woiild never have been contented with fo precarious a 
fubliftehce, or have fought to procure eftablifhments, 
Tji?hich were only to continue during the good pleafure of 
their fovereign* Though the northern chieftains accepted 
df lands, which, being confidered as a kind of military 
pay, might be refumed at the will of the king or general ; 
they alfo took poffeflion of eftates, which, being heredi- 
tary and independent, enabled them to maintain their na- 
tive liberty, and fupport, without court-£avour, the ho- 
nour of their rank and family. 
Progreis But there is a great difference, in. the confequences, 
of the between the diftribution of a pecuniary fubfiftence, and 
feudal the aflignment of lands burdened with the condition of mi- 
law, litary fervice. The delivery of the former at the weekly, 
monthly, or annual terms of payment, ftill recalls the idea 
of a Voluntary gratuity from the prince, and reminds the 
foldier of the precarious tenure by which he hofds his 
commiffion. But the attachment naturally formed with 
a fixed portion of land, gradually begets the idea of fome- 
thing like property, aud makes the poffeffor forget his de- 
pendent fituation, and the condition which was at firft 
annexed to the grant.. It feemed equitable, that one who 
bad cultivated and fowed a field, Ihould reap the harveft : 
tience fiefc, which were at firft entirely precarious, were 

foon 
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loon made annual. A man, who had employed hk mo- Apj^jopdis 
ney in building, planting, or other improvenwJpU, ^»- 
pefted to reap the fruits of his labour or cxpcace : Heaqf ^ 
they were next granted during a term of years. Ijt would 
be thought hard to expel a man from his poiK^lIion^ wljp 
had always done his duty, and performed the ronditjoos 
on which he originally received them : Hence th^ ^^fr 
tains, in a fubfequent period, thought themfclvcs ppfitled 
to demand the enjoyment of their feudal land^ during 
life. It was found, that a man would, in battle, h^zs^^ 
his life more willingly, if affured, that his family fhoi^W 
inherit his pofleflions, and Aould not he expo&d by his 
death to want and poverty : Hence fiefs were made b^r^- 
ditary in families, and defcendcd, during one ^ge^ to \he 
fon ; then to the grandfon, next to the brothers, ^rid af- 
terwards to more diftant relations ^. The idea of pro- 
perty ftole in gradually upon that of military pay; ao^ 
«ach century made fomc fenfible addition to the ftabiUty 
of fiefs and tenures. 

In all thefe fucceflivc acquifitions, the chipft^in yr^ 
fupported by his vaffals ; who, having originally ^ tlroag 
connexion with him, augmented by the conftani intjer- 
courfe of good offices, and by the frieodlbips ^riftngfripm 
neighbourhood and dependence, were inclined to \o\\qw 
their leader. againft all his enemies, and vcJuJ^arily, Uhis 
private quarrels, pay him the fame otjcdicwe^ *tp wHicp 
by their tenure they were bound in foreign war?. Whilp 
lie daily advanced new pretenfions to fecure tbe polTeffioa 
of his fuperior fi^f, they expeSed tp find the lamp ad- 
vantage in acquiring (lability to their fiibordinaie ipnpi; 
and they zealoufly opppftpd thp intrufiop of a npw Ipr4f 
who would be inclined, as he wa? fully jntitled, to bie- 
flow the poflefljon of tjieir lands qn his own faii;oiif it^s 
and retainers. The authority of the fovereigp grawaU/ 
decayed ; and the nobles, fortified each in his own ter^rj- 
tory by the attachment of his vaffals, becamp top pow- 
erful to be expelled by an order from the throne ; and te 
fecured by law what be had at ^rft (icqpired by nfur* 
pation. 

During thw precarious ftate of the (upreme pi^wcr, 
a difierence would immediately be experienced betwrefin 
thofe portions of territory which were fubjcfted to the 

feudal 
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Appcndi? feudal tenures, and thofe which were poffefled by an al- 
n. lodial or free title. Though the latter pofleflions had at 

^^■*— v^*^^iirft been efteemed infinitely preferable, they were foon 
found, by the progreiBive changes introduced into public 
iand private law, to be of a much inferior condition to the 
former. The poffeflbrs of a feudal territory, united by 
d regular fubordination under one chieftain, and by the 
inqtual attachments of the vaflals, had the fame advanta- 
ges over th^ proprietors of the other, which a difciplined 
army enjoys pver a difperfed multitude ; and were enabled 
to commit with impunity all injuries on their defencelefs 
D^ighbours. ' Every one, therefore, haflened to feek that 
protection which he found fo neceffary ; and each allodial 
"pfopriictor, refigning his pofleflions into the hands of the 
King, or of fome nobleman refpeQed for power or va- 
lour, received them back with the condition of feudal 
Tervices ^, which, though a burthen fomewhat grievous^ 
brought him ample compenfation, by conneSing hina 
vrith the neighbouring proprietors, and placing him under 
the i^uardianfliip of a potent chieftain. The decay of 
the political government thus neceflarity occafioned the 
the extenfion of the feudal : The kingdoms of Europe 
"were univerfally divided into baronies, and thefe into in- 
ferior fiefs : And the attachment of vaffals to their chieF- ' 
tain, which was ^t firft an eflential part of the German 
manners^ was ftill fupported by/the faine caufes from 
which it at firft arofe ; the neceflity of mutual proteQion, 
and the continued intercourfe, between the head and the 
Tjiembers, of benefits ^nd fervices. 

But there was jjnpther circumftance, which forrobo- 
rated thefe feudal dependences, and tended to conneQ: the 
vaffals with their fuperior lord by an indiflbluble bond of 
union. The northern conquerors, as well as the more 
'early Greeks and Roniahs, embraced a policy^ whicli is 
unavoidable to all natipns that have madfe (lender advances 
in refinement; and they every where united tlie civjl 
jurjfdidion with the military power. Law, in its com- 
mencenaent, was npt an intricate fclence, and was more 
"governed by maxims of equity, which Teem obvious to 
common fenfe, th^n by nqperous and fubtije principles, 
applied to a variety of cafes by profoi^nd reafonings frorn 
analogy. An officer, though he had pafled his life in 

• the 

'^ Marculf. Form, 47. apjjd JLindenbx; p. lajS. 
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the field, w«s able to determine all legal conliwerfies AppemUs 
vhich could occur within the diftrid committed to his ^I- 
charge ; and his decifions were the mod Hkely to meet ^ 
with a prompt and ready obedience, from men 'Who 
refjpeded his perfbii, and were accuftomed to aft under 
his conunand. The profit arifing from puniihments^ 
which were then chiefly pecuniary, was another reaibh 
for his deiiring to retain the judicial power; and when 
his fief became hereditary, this authority^ which was «f- 
fential to it, was alfo tranfmitted to lus pofterity. THe 
counts and other magiftrates, whofe power w^sbmerdy 
official, were tempted, in imitation, of the feudal lordb, 
whom they refembled in fo many particulars, to render 
their dignity perpetual and hereditary ; and in the decline of 
the regal power, they found no diflSculty to make*good 
then* pretenfions. After this manner, nhe vaft fabric of 
feudal fubordination became quite folid and comprehea- 
five; it formed every where an eilential part of. the/ po« 
h'tical conftttution ; and the Noritian 'and other* barons^ 
who foUowed the fortunes of WtWam, were fo accuftbm- 
cd to it, that they could fcarce form any; idea^ qf any 
other fpecies of civil government 9. ■'■' ' r r r .. .- 

The Saxons, who conquered Englahd,! as: ihey ex- 
terminated the antient inhabitants, and were fecured by 
«tbefea againfl new invaders, found it lefs requisite to 
maintain themfeWes in a military pofture ; iod the quan- 
tity of land which they annexed to officer, feems 'to havt 
been of fmall value; and for that >reflribfi continued the 
longer in its original fituation> and' wi^s iedMrays polTefled 
during pleafure l^ tfiofe entrufted With the cbrnnwid. 
Thefe conditbns were too precarious to. fati^. the Non- 
man chieftains, who enjoyed more independent poffeirioiK 
and jurifdiftions in their own country y and Williram was 
obliged, in the ftew diftributlon of land> to copy th^. te- 
nures, which were now become untverfal on the* conti* 
nent. E4igland of a fudden became a feudal kingdom ^ ; 
and receivol all the advantages, and was expofed to aU 
the inconveniencies, incident to that fpecies of c^ivtl 
polity. 

AccoRbiNO 

^ The ideas of the feudal govemmeAt wefre fb rooted, that 
even lawyers, in thoie ages, could not form a notion of any 
other conftitution. Regnum, (favs Bra^on, lib. 2. cap. 34.) 
fl^oJ €X amtatihus ^ Saron^us aifstur gjpt cmftimum^ 

^ CoJbe CbcDm. on. lit. p. 1, a. ad feCt. 1. 
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^^fgndftt Ae^XTROiitro to Hie prbctplcs of the feudtl lavr, tke kbg 

u. was ch^fopreiiie Jordcif the boded property ; and all pof-^ 

'^ ^w^ feilbrs, who enjojrod the firuiu or revenue of any part of 

^^^^^""ity.hohtthofe privHeges, eithtr mediately or immedia^- 

dalgo- jy^ ofhin^ and tketr propertj^ was coiKtivcd to be, in 

orEnt- '^wo^ d^««, cofldittodal ^. The land was ft ill apprc- 

jjyj^ • btoded to be a fpecies cf hnefictf wbkh wa» the origi- 

.'iMltobceptionof a Ceodal property ; and the vaflal owed, 

- in retarti for it^ ftat^d fervices to h» bdroni as the bar6n 

Hitftfelf did for falls land to the crown; The vaflal was 

>4fUigBd to defend his baron, in wir ; and the baron, ait the 

liead of hi^ Viflak, was bound to fight iiv defence of the 

16ng and kingdont. But befides thbfe itiiHtary fcrvicrSy 

which' iirereca(i]al, there we#e others impoftd of a citil 

nature^ which i^ere mope cOnAait and perpetual. 

Tfts northern nattons had no idea, that any tnefty 
trsiiied up to hohour, or entirrd to anhs« was etet to be 
-gipvn^fiedi whhout Jiis own. cokifent^ by thsabfdute wit} 
.ofanbther ; or that the admtriift^atton of jmftice was ever 
to be eserdfintfay jtlv pivtktt opinion of any one nsagiT- 
Itate^ without the ctoncurrence of feme other perfctaw^ 
whofe interefi might fndoce them to check his arbitrary 
^rod biiquttous de^iibkisi The king, therefore^ wh^H he 
fduhd it^bcvfiofy to demand any fervices of his barons or 
(liiief fecffuits^^ tteybnd what, was doe by their temires^ was 
•oUifed to affemUe tfaem^ in order to prdcore their rvir- 
-ftnt .V- And when it was n^oeffitry to dbtcamune any controi- 
v^fy amdngtbei)arottsfhemrelve8, the queftion muft bb 
iiiiftiiflM an thbir preftbnoe,, and be decided according to 
.tiwiF opinion ' or advhi* Jn tbefe two drctnnnancts of 
•confent.and sldvice, corifM)ed chiefly the civil fervices of 
the ant»pt bdrons ; and thcfe implied aU the confiderable 
kKridentsof governrnents; - In one -viefw^ the barons re- 
-garded this attendance as their principal ^/t;//^^^ ; in »- 
nother, as a grii^ooB burden. That ^o tnomentous aB- 
fairs c6«tld be trahiaded without their confent and ad<- 
Vice,* was in j<?wrj/ eAeemed the grdit fccutity of their 
f>ofleft«ns and digkd^ies^ but as they reaped mo immecfi>- 
ate profit from their attendance at court, and were ex* 
pofed to gr^t inconvenience and charge by an abfence 
from their own eftates^ every one was glad to exempt 
MMfelf ^fmii^^h^tf^f/A^^eic^ioilof this power ; ^nd 

' vtt\ 

Q^Somner of tJfiydk. J>. tp^. SnfiMi dt fe^.Ub. 3. (ap. tt>. 
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. ^*(ras pfcafed both that the c* for that dory flioold ftldorti ^jpendik 
i^ttim tipoB hiin^ and that others fhouM undergo the bw- _^ 
jdcn in bisileuL The king, on the other hand, wis ufu- ^* 
ally amtfous, for fcveral reafons, that the aflTcmbly of the 
4)arons ihodd be fiiH at every fiat«d or cafoal tim* ti 
iBcctingT This attcfidaoce wad the chief badge of their 
fubordkiati»n tti his crown^ and drew them from that in* 
•jtlepemlence) which they were apt to ^fFe& in their own 
caftleff and naanors ; and wher« the meeting was thin «6r 
iU attended, ins determinations bad lefs authority, and 
were notfdlkiwi^ by &} ready an <>bediente from the 
whde community, 

Th» cafe was the fame with the barons in their courts 
as with the kii^ in the fupreme cotYncil of the nation. It 
was requf£te to affemble the ^afiats, in order to detcf- 
jninc by their vote any ^jueftion which regarfcd the ba- 
vTony ; and Aey &t along with the chieftain in all trial*, 
-whether civil or criminal, which occurred withm the U- 
mitt of their jurifdidion. They were bound to pay fait 
^nd fervice at the court of their baron ; and as their te- 
nure was military, and confequently honourable, fhcy 
were admitted tiito his fociety, and partook of his friend^ 
ftiip. Thus, a kingdom was only tonfidered as a great 
barony, and a barony a« a fmadliingdom. The barons 
3werE peers to each other in the national council, and, ih 
ifome dep«, companions to the king: The valTals were 
peers: to each other in the c()u?t of barony, and compani- 
ons to tfceir barwi *, 

i BoT though thfe refemWance To far took place, the 
.•vaffals, by the Tiaiwal courfe of things, univerfally, m 
4he feudal conAitutions, fell iato a greater fobordtnation 
cmder the baton, than the baron himfdf under his fo- 
■vcreigo ; and thefe goverttnwnts had a neccflary and in- 
f J*ibVe teadenty to augment the power of the nobles, 
^he great chrcftaijt, Tcfidm^ in his country- feat or caftle, 
^which he was comtnonly allowed to fortify, loft, in a great 
nieafure, hil connexion or a^iquaintance with the prince; 
ifind added every day new force to bis authority over tlie 
Vaffals of the bafrdny. They received from him education 
fn all military cjtercires : His hofpitality invited them to 
live and enjo^ fociety in his hajl : Their leifure, which 

was 

> Bti C«lgft tfloff in verb. Par. * Gujac. Communrin Lib. 
jTeud.hT). J*tit. p.'i^ ipclm.GkC invcrbv 
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Appendix was great» made them perpetual retainers on bis peHcNi^ 
n^ ^ and partakers of his country fports and smivifements : 
* They had no means of gratifying their ambition but by 
making a figure in his train : His favour and countenance 
was their greateft honour : His difpleafore expofed them 
to contempt and ignominy : And they felt every moment 
the necei&ty of his protedion» both in the controveriies 
which occurred with other vaffids, and what was more 
material, in the daily inroads and injuries which were 
committed by the neighbouring barons. Durbg the time 
of general war, the foveretgn, who inarched at the head 
of his armies, and was the great protedor of theftaie^ 
acquired always fome acceffion to his authority, which he 
lod. during the intervals of peace and tranquiliity : But 
. the loofe police incident to the feudal conftitutions, main- 
tained a perpetual, though fecret hoftility^ between the 
feveral members of the ftate; and the vaiEib^und no 
other means of fecurity againft the injuries to which th^ 
were continually expofed, but by clofely adhering to thcnr 
chieftain, and falling into a fubmiiEve dependence upon 
him. 

li" the feudal government was (b little fzyaarMc to 
the true liberty even of the military vaflal, it was ftiB 
more deflrudive of the independence and fecurity of the 
other members of the Aate, or what in a proper fenfe we 
call the people. A great part of them were /frfr, and 
Jived in a (late of abf^^ute ilavery or villainage : The 
other inhabitants of the country paid theif rent in ferviccs 
which were in a great meafbre arbitrary, and they could 
cxpeft no redrefs of injuries in a court of hafony fromt 
men who thought they had a right to oppre& and tyrai^ 
nize over them: The towns were iitu^ted ^ther withia 
the demefnes of the king, or the lands of the great bsk^ 
rons, and were almoft entirely fnbjeAed to the afafolttle 
will of their matter. The languishing ftate of commerce 
kept the inhabitants poor ai^d contemptible $ imd the poll-- 
tical inftitutions were calculated to render that, poverty 
perpetual. The barons and gentry, living in niftic plenty 
and hofpitality, gave no encouragennent to the arts, and! 
had no demand for any of the more elaborate produce of 
manufa£lures^: Every profefiion was held in contempt 

but 

^ Cambden grves an inilance of the homely manfiers of this 
age^ from the tenure of certain lands bekl of >yiUia9i tkfii coo* 

queror 
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but that of arms : And if any merchant or manufaGnrer A^pers^ix. 
Tofe by induftry and frugality to a degree of opulence, he _^ ' m 
found himfelf but the more expofed to injuries, from thc^""^^ 
envy and avidity of the military nobles. 

These concurring caufes gave the feudal governments 
fo ftrong a bias towards ariftocracy, that the royal autho- 
rity was extremely cclipfed in all the European dates 5 
and, inftead of dreading the growth of monarchical pow- 
er, wc might rather expeft, that the community would 
«very where crumble into fo many independent baronies, 
and lofe the political union by which they were cement- 
ed. In eleSive monarchies, the event was commonly an- 
fwerable to this expectation ; and the barons, gaining 
ground on every vacancy of the throne, raifed themfelv<s 
almoft to a ftate of fovereignty, and fecrificed to their 
power both the rights of the crown and the liberties of the 
people. But hereditary monarchies had a principle of 
authority, which was not fo eafily fubverted ; and there 
were feveral caufes, which ftill maintained a degree of in- 
fluence in the hands of the fovereign. 

The greateft bar&n could never lofe view entirely of 
thofe principles of the feudal conftitution, which bound 
"him* as a vaffalj to fubmiflion and fidelity towards his 
prince \ becaufc he was every moment obliged to have 
recourfe to thofe principles, in exa6ting fidelity and fub- 
milTion from his own vaffals. The lefler barons, finding 
that the annihtlalion of royal authority left them expofed 
i^ithout proteflion to the infults and injuries of more po- 
tent neighbours, naturally adhered to the crown, and 
promoted the execution of general and equal laws. The 
people had flill a Wronger intereft to defire the grandeur 
of the fovereign 5 and the king, being the legal magtf- 
trate, who fuffered by every internal convulfion oroppref- 
fion, and who regarded the great nobles as his immediate 
rivals, affumed the falutary office of general guardian or 
proteftor of the commons. Befides the prerogatives with 
which the law endowed him ; his large demefnesand nu- 
merous retainers rendered him, in one fenfe, .the greateft 
barofl 0/ his kingdom ; and where he was poffeffed of 
p^rfonal vigour and ability (for his fituation required tbefe 

advantages) 

queror by William de Aileibiuy, who was obliged to find litter 
for the king'-f bedchamber, whenever he iliould come thither. 
There 1$ mention of a like charter in the reign of Edward IL . 
$ee Andprfoii's Hiftory of Coaune;rc?« p. ^ 1 2. 
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App^dix advantages) he was commonly able to prefervc his autho- 
rity, and maintain his ftation as head of the conunonity, 
and the chief fountain of law and juftice. 

The firft kings of the Norman race were favoured by 
another circumftance, which preferved them from the 
encroachments of their barons. They were generals of a 
conquering army, which was obliged to continue in a mi- 
litary pofture, and to maintain great fubordination under 
their leader, in order to fecure themfehcs, from the re- 
▼oh of the numerous natives, whom they had bereaved of 
aB thieir properties and privileges. But though this cir- 
cumftance fnpported the authority of William and hb 
immediate fucceffbrs, and rendered them extremely abfo- 
lute. It was loft as foon as the Norman barons began t^ 
coalefce with the nation, to acquire a fecurity in their 
poiTeffions, and to fix their influence over their vaflTafs^ 
tenants, and fiaves. And the immenfe fortunes, whicfc 
the conqueror had beftowcd on his chief captains, ferved 
to fapport their independency, and make them formida!Ue 
to the fovereign. 

He gave, for inflance, to Hugh dc Abrmcis, his fif. 
ter^s fon, the whole county of Chefter, which he ereded 
into a palatinate, and rendered by his grant ahnoft inde- 
pendent of the crown ***. Robert, earl of Mortaigne had 
973 manors and lordfhips : Allan, earl of Brittany and 
Richmond, 442 : Odo, bifhop of Baieux, 4^9 ^ r 
Geoffry, bifhop of Coutance, 280^: Walter GiflEird^ 
earl of Buckingham, 107^: William, carl Warrcnne, 
298^ befides 28 towns or hamlets in Yorkftiire ^ : To- 
^nei, 81 ^ : Roger Bigod, 123 * : Robert, carl of Ewe, 
119^: Roger Mortimer, 132, befides fcveral hamlets "^ : 
Robert de Stafford, 130^ : Walter de Euros, carl of 
Saliibury, 46 ^ : Geoffrey de Mandeville, irS ^ : 
Richard de Clare, 171 " : Hugh de Beauchamp, 
47 ^ : Baldwin de Ridvers, 164* : Henry de Ferrers, 
222^1 William dc Percy, II9**. Norman d*Arcy, 

33- 

^ Cambd. in Cheffi. Spcl. QiofT m vet^. Coae^ Pafati^ 
m^. - u Bradfs Hift. p. 198, 200 ^ Order. VitaL 

^ Dngd. Bar. vol i. p. 60. fiom Domei3ay-book. ^ Id. p. 
74. A i^ p in, 112. * Id. pw 132. ^ Id. p. 
13^. ° H. p. 138. ^ Id. p. 1561 ^ H. p 174. 
^ Dugd. Bar. yoI. i. p. 200. firom DoDielcifly4iftdL * ** Id jfc. 
207. J Id. p 223. ^ Id. fx 254, ^^f^ ^t- 

^ Dttgd. Bar. nol l p. 269. firoia Dbmeflay-lioofc. 
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53 **• Sir Henry Spelman computes, that in the large coun- Appendix 
ty of Norfolk, there were not, in the conqueror*s time, ' ^ 
sdx)ve fixty-fix proprietors of land ®. Men, pofleffed of fuch ~^~ 
princely revenues aiid jurifdiftions, could not long be re- 
tained iTi the rank of fubjeds. The great carl Warrenne, 
in a fubfequent reign, when he was queftioned concerning 
his right to the lands which he poflfelTed, drew his fword, 
vrhich he produced as his title; adding that William the 
Baftard dul not conquer the kingdom himfelf; but that 
the barons, and his anceflor among the reft, were joint 
adventurers in the enterprize ^ 

The fupreme legiflative power of England was lodged The fim- 
in the king and great council, or what was afterwards dd par- 
* called the parliament. It is not doubted but the archbi HaflMnt. 
ihops, biihops, and moft confiderable abbots were confti- 
tuent members of this council. They fat by a double 
title: By prefcription, as having always pofleffed that 
privilege, through the whole Saxon period, from the firft 
eftabliflinaent of chriftianity ; and by their right of ba- 
ronage, as holding of the king in capite by military fet- 
vice. Thefe two titles of the prelates were never accurately 
diftinguiihed. When the ufurpations of the church had 
rifen to fuch a height, as to make the biihops affed a fe- 
parate dominion, and regard their feat in parliament as a 
degradation of their epifcopal dignity ; the king infifted, 
that they were barons, and on that account, obliged, by 
the general principles of the feudal law, to attend on him 
in his great councils % Yet there ftill remained fome 
praQices, which fuppofed their title to be derived merely 
from antient poffeffion : When a biihop was eleQed, he 
fat in parliament before the king had made him reftitution 
of his temporalities ; and during the vacancy of a fee, 
the guardian of the fpiritualities was fummoned to attend 
along wth the biftiops. 

The barons were another conftituent part of the great 
council of the nation. Thefe held immediately of the 
crown by a military tenure ; They were the moft ho- 
nourable 

^^ Dugd Bar. vol. i. p. 369. It is remarkable that this fa- 
mily of d'Arcy, feems to be the only male defcendents of any 
of the conqueror's barons now remaining among the peers- 
Lord Holdemeife is the heir of that family. 

* Sod Gloff in verb. Dome/day. ^ Dug. Bar. vol. 1. p. 

79. Id. Origines Juridiciales, p. 13. ^ Spel. Glofr. m 
vcrfc. Bar9. 
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Afpendj* noijrable members of the ftate, and had 2l right to be 
_ €onf ulted in all public deliberarions : They were the im- 

^^''^"'■^ mediate vaflals of the crown, and owed as a fervice their 
attendance in the court of their fupreme lord. A rcfolu- 
tion, taken, without their confent, was likely to be but 
ill executed : And no determination of any caufe or con- 
troverfy among them had any validity, where the vote 
and advice of the whole body did not concur. The dig- 
nity of earl or count was official and territorial, as well as 
hereditary ; and as all the earls were alfo barons, they 
were confider^d as military vaflfals of the crown, were' 
admitted in that capacity into the general council, and 
formed the moil honourable and powerful branch of it. 
But there was another clafs of the immediate military 
. tenants of the crown, equally numerous with the barons^ 
the tenants in capite by knights fervice ; and thefe, how- 
ever inferior in power or property, held by a tenure, 
which was equally honourable with that of the others, 
A barony was commonly compofed of feveral knights 
fees : And though the number feems not to have been 
exadly defined, feldom confided of lefs than forty hydes 
of land ^ : But where a man held of the king only one 
or two knights fees, he was ftill an immediate vafTal of the 
king, and as fuch had a title to have a feat in the general 
councils. But as this attendance was ufually efteemed a 
burthen, and one too great for a man of flender fortune to 
bear conftantly ; it is probable, that though he had a tide, 
if he pleafed, to be admitted, he was not obliged, by any 
penalty, like the barons, to pay a regular attendance. 
All the immediate military tenants of the crown aniount- 
ed not fully to 700, when Domefday-book was framed \ 
and as the members were well pleafed, on any pretext, 
to excufe themfelves from attendance, the aflembly was 
never likely on any occafion to become too numerous for 
the difpatch of public bufinefs. 
The com- So far the nature of a general council or antient parli- 
mons. ament is determined without any doubt or controverfy. 
The only queftion feems to be with regard to the com- 
mons, or the reprefentaJtives of counties and boroughs • 
whether they were alfo, in more early times, conflitoent 

parts 

^ Four hydes made one knight's fee. The relief of a barony 
was twelve times greater than that of a knight*s fee ; whence 
we may conjefture its value. Spelm. Gloff. in verb. Ft^dum, 
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parts of parliament ? This queftion was once difputed in Appendix 
England with great acrimony ; but fuch is the force of II- 
time and evidence, that they can fometimes prevail even '^— v***-* 
over fadion, and the queftion feems, by general confent, 
and even by their own, to be at laft determined againft 
the ruling party. It is agreed that the commons were 
no part of the great council, till fome ages after the con- 
queft ; and that the military tenants alone of the crown 
compofed that fupreme and legiflative aflembly. 

The vaffals of a baron were by their tenure immedi- 
ately dependent on him, owed attendance at his court, 
and paid all their duty to the king, through that depen- 
dence which their lord was obliged by bis tenure to ac- 
knowledge to his fovereign and fuperior. Their land, 
comprehended in the barony, was reprefented in parlia- 
ment by the baron himfelf, who was fuppofed, according 
to the fiftions of the feudal law, to poffefs the direfi pro- 
perty of it ; and it would have been deemed incongruous 
to give it any other reprefentation. They ftood in the 
fame capacity to him, that he and the other barons did to 
the king : The former were peers of the barony ; the 
latter were peers of the realm : The vaffals poffeffed a 
fubordinate rank within their diftrift ; the baron enjoyed 
a fupreme dignity in the great affembly : They were in 
fome degree his companions at home ; he the king's com- 
panion in the court : And nothing can be more evidently 
repugnant to all feudal ideas, and to that gradual fubordi- • 
nation, which was effential to thofe antient inftitutions, 
than to imagine that the king would apply either for the 
advice or confent of men, who were of a rank or order 
fo much inferior, and whofe duty was immediately paid 
to the mefne lord, that was interpofed between them and 
the throne ^. . 

If it be unreafonable to think, that the vaffals of a ba- 
rony, though their tenure was military and noble and ho- 
nourable, were ever fummoned to give their opinion in 
national councils ; much lefs can it be fuppofed, that the 
tradefmen or inhabitants of boroughs, whofe conditions 
was ftill fo much inferior, would be admitted to that pri- 
vilege. It appears from Domefday, that the boroughs 
were, at the time of the conqueft, fcarce more than 
country villages ; and that the inhabitants lived in entire 

dependence 

"- Spelui. Gioff. in verb. Botq. 
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Afpendiz ^endence on the king or great lords, and were of a fta-^' 
II- tion little better than fcrvilc ^. They were not then ib 
* much as incorporated ; they formed no conununtty ; were 
not regarded as a body politic ; and being really nothing 
but a number of low dependent tradefmen, ttving without 
any particular civil tie, in Betghbourhood together, were 
incapable of being reprefented in the ftates of the k'uig- 
<t>m. Even in France, a country which made more ear- • 
ly advances in arts and civility th^n England, the firft cor- 
poration is (ixty years pofterior to the conqueft under the 
duke of Normandy ; and tiie ereding thefe communities 
was an invention of Lewis the Grois to free the people 
from flavery under the lords, and to giv»e them protedion, 
by means of certain privileges and a feparate jurifdiSion '^. 
An antient French author calb them a new and wicked 
device, to procure liberty to ilaves, and encourage them in 
ihaking off the dominion of their noaflers ". The fa^ 
0M>us charter, as it is called, of the Conqueror to die 
city of London, though granted at a Time when he af- 
fomed the appearance of gentlenefs and lenity, is nothing 
\mt a letter of |>rote£tion, and a declaration that the ci- - 
listens (hould not be treated as ilaves ^. By the English 
feudal taw, the fuperior lord was prohibited to marry his 
female ward to a burgefs or a villain ^ ; fo near were thefe 
two ranks efteeraed to «ach other, and fo much inferior to 
the nobility and gentry. Befides pdfflefiing the advaniages 
of birth, riches, civil powers and privileges ; the nobles 
ajid gentlemen alone were armed ; a circumftance, which 
^ve them a mighty fuperiority, in an age when nothing 
but the military prcdFeffion was honourable, and when the 
kofe execution of laws gave fo much encouragement to 
open violence, and rendered it fo deciiive in all difputes 
and controverlies \ ^ 

- The great fimilarity among all the feudal govermnents 
of Europe is weU known to every man, that has any ac-» 
quaintapce with antient ^hiftory ; and the antiquarians of 
all foreign countries^ where the queftion was never em<* 

ibarraflfed 

« liter bMiQ antient}y figniBeda gendeman : For fcaitc any • 
one belide was entirely iree, Spehn. GJofT in verbo. 

^ Du Cange's Gloff. in verb, communis fomm^mtas, 

^ Guibertus de vita (iia, lib. 3. cap. 7. ^ ^ Stat, of 
Merton, 1235, cap. 6. ^ Holingfliod, vol. iii. p. >-^ 

A Madox's Baron Anjjl. ^.19, 'VV..^*. 
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barra fTed by par t y sJ i fp u t e? , h^ ve nl lo wedy t f^n t liie^corri^i-Appefuiix 
rn on s w c r e V c ry lutein b c i n g a t i m i U c d , t o ^ a J h a r e , i Ji t h^e Jj^! ,. y *l 
"gifl a t i ve p o w e r. . In N o rm a nd y par t icul a r I y , w hofe .. coti^ ^^^^T**** 
Jlitution wasmoft likdy to be Wiliiam's model in raiftng 
his new fabric of the Englifh government, the rtates were 
cnLirely compofed of the clergy and nobiluy ; and the firft ' 
incorporaied boroughs or communities of that dutchy were 
Rouen and Fabtfc, which enjoyed their privileges by a 
grant of Phihp Auguftu5 in the year 1207 ^ All the an-^. 
tient Engiifh hiftorians, when they mention the great 
council of the nation, cat! it an affembly of the baronage, 
nobility or great men ; and none of their cxpreflions, thpjf 
fev^ral hundred paffages might be produced, can, without 
the utmoft violence, be tortured to a meaning, which> 
vriil admit the commons to be-conftituent members of that% 
body^. yht magna cbarta of king John provides, that 
no tax or fcutage fhould be impofed but by theconfentof 
the great council ; and for more fecurity, it enumerates 
theperfonsintitledto a feat in that council, the prelate^ 
and immediate tenants of the crown, without any mention 
of the conmions: An authority fo full, certain and e^fpU- 
cite, that nothing but the zeal of party could ever have 
procured credit to any contrary fyftem. 

It was probably the example of the French baront- 
which firft emboldened the Englifh to require greater in- 
dependence from their fovereign : it is alfo probable, that 
the boroughs and corporations of England were eftablifhed 
in fmitation of thofe of France. It may, therefore, be 
propofed, as no unlikely conjeSure, that both the privi- 
lege* of the peers and the liberty of the commons were 
originally the growth of that country. 

In antient times, men were very little folicitous to ob- 
tain a pilace in the legiflative affemblies ; and rather re- 
garded their attendance as a burden, which was not cdm- 
penfated by any return of profit or honour, proportioned 
to the trouble and expence. The >only reafon of inftitut- 

VoL.II. H . ing 

^ Norman. Du Chefnii, p. 1066. Du Cange GloC in 

^ f>Dni0ti;iies theJiiftorkMs i|ieatton tbe people, fopulus, as t; '"'- 
p«rt of the parliament : But they always mean the laity, in op- 
pofition to the clergy. Sometimes, the word, communitasy is 
mt^d^ imit at dwiys nxitiis ^loii|/|i^ f^f^^' Theft 
points are deady proved bv Dr. Bradv. A 



Digitized 



by Google 



98 HISTORY er ENGLA^Ntt 

Appendiz.ij^ t^iofc public cSl5ftiils/was*;,<oh^the part^mroe fubjeftt' 
-jjll.v/rthat ihey^defncd^^orne-ftcuViiy of'-arBi- 

''***^^^''*"*^'tfary power ; anS 'on ' the part of the fovereign, that he 
defpaired of governing men of fuch independent fpirits 
without their own ' confent and concurrence. But the 
commons, or the inhabitants of boroughs, had not as yet 
reached fuch a degree of cbnfideration, as to defire fecunty 
againft theirprince, or to imagine, that, even if they were 
aflembled in a reprefeniativc body, they had power or rank 
fufficient to enforce it. The only proteftion, which they 
afpired to, was againft the immediate violence and injuf- 
tice of their fellow-citizens ; and this advantage each of 
them looked for, from the courts of juftice, or from the 
authority of fome great lord, to whom, by law or his own 
choice, he was attached. On the other hand, the fove- 
vereign was fufBciently aflured of obedience in the whole 
community, if he procured the concurrence of the nobles ; 
. nor had he reafon to apprehend, that any ord^ of the 
ftate could refift his and their united authority. The mi- 
litary fub-vaflfals could entertain no idea of oppofing both 
their prince s^nd their fuperiors: The burgefles and 
jtradefmen could much lefs afpire to fuch a thought : And 
thus, even if hiftory were filent on that head, we have 
reafon to conclude, from the known fituation of mankind 
during thofc ages, that the commons were never ad- 
mitted as members of the legiflative body. 
/ The executive power of the Anglo-Norman govern- 

ment was lodged in the king ; and befides the ftated meet- 
ings of the national council at the three great feftivals of 
Chriftmas, Eafter, and Whitfuntide °, he was accuftoin- 
. ed, on any fudden exigence, to fummon them together. 
He could at his pleafure command the attendance of his 
barons and their vaflals, in which conHfted the military 
force of the kingdom ; and could employ them, during 
forty days, either in refifting a foreign fenemy, or reduc- 
ing his rebellious fubje6ls. And what was of great im- 
portance, the whole judicial power was ultimately in his 
hands, and was exercifed by officers and minifters of his 
appointment. 
Judicial The general plan of the Anglo-Norman government 
power. ^^g^ that the court of barony was appointed to decide 

fuch 

'. "^ Dugd. Orig. Jurid. p. 15. Spekn. Gtoff in verl^^ar- 
liamefUum*, 
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fijcb controveriies as'arofe between the feveral vaflkls or Appendil 
fubjeds of the fame barony; 'the hundred-court and ,H. 
county-court, which were ftill continued;^ as during the ^ 
Saxon times ^, to judge between the fubjeSs of different 
baronies ' ;^ and the curia Regis or king's court, to give 
fentence among the barons themfelves *^. But this plan^ 
though fimple, was attended with fome circurtiftances, 
■vrhich, b^ing derived from a very extenfivc authority, 
afltimed by the conqueror, contributed to the encreafe ot 
the royal prerogative ; and while the ftate was not dit 
turbed by arms, reduced every order of the community 
to fome degree of dependence and fubordination. 

The king hrnifelf often fat in his court, which always 
attended his perfon": He there heard caufes and pro- 
nounced fentence', and though he was afli(led by the ad- 
vice of the other members, it is not to be imagined that 
a decifion could eafily be obtained contrary to his indinat- 
tion or opinion. In his abfence the chief judiciary pre* 
fided, who was the firft magiftrate in the ftate, and a 
kind of viceroy, on whom depended air the civil affairs of 
the kingdom *. The other chief officers of the crown, 

Hz the 

® Ang. Sacra, vol. i. p. 334, &c. Dugd. Orig. JurM. 
p. 27. 29. MadoxHift. of Exch. p. 75, 76. Spelm. GloC 
in verbo hundred, 

^ None of the feudal governments in Europe had foch hr- 
ilitutions as the county courts, which the great authority of 
the conqueror ftill retained from the Saxon cuftoms. AH the 
freeholders of the county, even the greateft barons, were 
obliged to attend the flierMs in thefe courts, and to aflift him 
in the adminiftration of juftice. By this means, they received 
frequent and fenfible admonitions of their dependence on the 
^ng or fupreme magiftrate : They formed a kind of commu- 
nity with their fellow barons and frechoklers t They were ofteA 
drawn from their individual and independent ftate, peculiar t6 
the feudal fyftem ; and were nnade members of a j^olitical 
body : And perhaps, this inftitution of county-coUrts in Eng- 
land has had greater effedts on the government, than has yet 
been diftindUy pointed out by hiftorians or traced by ahtiquahes* 
The barons were never able to free themfelves from this at^ , 
tendance on the flieriflfe and itinerant juftices till the ieign of 
Henrylll. : : 

^ Brady Pref 143. " Madox Hift. of Exch* p.' 10.3. ) 

^ Braaon, lib. 3. cap. $. §1^ 1. caji. icx §v i. ^ S^ha. 

CrloiT m vtth.jtrfiinaries. I ' ; ' 
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Appendk the cenftabk, marcfcbal,. fcnefchal, vchamterlain, treaC»r 
n. rer, and chancellor % were members, together with fucfa 
*feutUI barons as thcHigh,^ proper to attend, and the barons 
of the Exchequer, who at firft w£re alfo feudal barons, 
appointed by the king ^. This court, which was iomo^ 
times called the^king's court, fometimes the .court oi Ex- 
chequer^ judg^^ ^^ ^1' jcaufe^. civil and criminal, and 
compFehcnded the whole buGnefs, which is now fiiared 
out among four courts, the Chancery, the king's Bench^ 
the Common Pleas, and the Exchequer ^. 

Such an accumulation of powers was iifelf a great 
fourcc of auitiority^ and rendered the jurifdi&ion of the 
court terrible to at! ,the fubjeSs ; but the t^irn, which ju- 
dicial trials took foon after the conqueft, ferved ftill more 
to encfcafe its authority, and to aiigmeAt. the royal pre*- 
rpgatives. WilUanfi, among the other violept change^, 
which he attempted an^ eff«eded» had introduced the 
Norman law into England ^9 had ordered all pleadings tp 
be in that tongue, and had interwoven with the Englifli 
jurifprudeneej all i he maxima and priqciplea, which the 
Normans, more advanced in cultivation, and naturally K^ 
tigious, were accu domed to obferve in the diftribuiion of 
juftice. Law now became a fcience, which at firfl fell 
entif ely intp the hands of the Normans ; apd .which, even 
j^t^i It was communicated to the Englifli^ required (» 
much ftudy and application, that the laity^ an-thofe ignor 
•raintlages,-wefe incapable t)f attaitiing it, and it was a 
myfteryafanoft fdely confined to the clergy, and chieflj 
to the monks ^. The great officers of the crown and the 
fe.udal 'barons, who were military men, found themfelves 
im6t to penetrate into thofe obfcurities ; and though they 
\Kere intitled to a feat in the fupreme judicature, the bu- 
fui^fs of the court was wholly managed hy the chief jufti- 
c^ary and the law barons, who were men appointed by the 
lung, r^nd entirely at his difppfal^ This natural courfe 
fi£.t]Mf}g8 was forwarded l^ (he muUipUcity^of bufinefs^ 

which 

. ^.Madox Hift. Exoh. p. ay, 29, 35, 38, 41, 54. Tiie 
,)don[iaas introduced the practice of ieaiing chaitera ^ and the' 
chaaseeUor's office was to keep the Great Seal. Jngidpb. Ihu^^ 
P- 33> 34- ^ Madox Hift. of the Exch. p. i34> 135* 

Ger-T. Dq:ob. p*i367. 

'*• ^adox Hift. of tlje EjcI?. p. 56, 70. . ^ Dial, de 
Scac. p. 30. apud Madox Hift. of the Eac&eqiBea'.. ^ MaloL 
lib. 4. p. 123. Q^Dudg. Orig. Jurid. p. 25. 
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vhlch flowed into that court, and which da'Jfy aogmenfthj AppctiAt 
by the appeals from all the fubordinatc judicatures of the ft 
-kirgdom. . V ^ '* 

In the Saxon times, na appeal wae received m the 
king's court, except upon thedeniaf ordek^ ef joftice hy 
the inferiof courts ; and the feme prafllice wa* ftilKofcrferv- 
45d in moft of the feudal kingdom* of Eorop^. Btit (he 
great power of the conquerbr cftabliiflted at 6r(V kiEng- 
Jand an authority, which the monarchs m France were ridt 
abletoattafn titi the reign ofSt. Lewi*, wheKvcrfne* 
two centuries after: He empowered his eovrl to recei^ 
»ppeals boih from the courts ofbaromy and the cc^tfiyht* 
•courts, and by that means brought tht admiflitfpatito 6f 
juftice attimat^ly into the hands of the fti^ereigrt ^i ^ Artii 
left the expence dr trouble of a joamcy to court ihouM 
c^ifcouf age fiiitors, and nF>ake them acqui^fce in the deci* 
fion of the inferior judicatures, itinerant judges were af- 
terwards eftaWifted, who made theu* iciifcuils through the 
kingdom', and tried aH cauCes, /hat were brought befell 
them ^ By this expedient, the courte of barony wdft 
kept in awe, and if they ftill preferred ibme influenee^ it 
was only from the apprehenlion^ which the vafly^ Diigilt 
entertain of difoMiging their fuperior, by appealing ftwn 
nis court But the county-courfs were much difcredfewP; 
and as the freeholders were found ignorant of the hftrieatb 
principles and forms of the new law, the Sawyeri graito^ 
ally brought all bufmefs before the king's judges^ ^nd 
abandoned the amient fimple and popubrjndiciittn^; A& 
ter this matner, the formalities of jiiitice, which, thomh 
they appear tedious and cumberfome, are found requmie 
to the (irpport of liberty in all moiuirehicat goverometttl, 

•jW-oved 

^ Madox Hilt, of tU Exch. p. 6j. Oknv. llh. t$, cap*. 
I, 7. LL. Hen. I. f. 51. apud WiUcins, p 24ft. Pita- 
Stephens, p. 36. Coke's* Comment, on the Statute ef Nbil-^ 
bridge, cap. ao. 

^ Madox Hid:, of the Exch. p. ^3, 84, 100. Gerv. X}ont>. 
p. 1410. What made the Angjo-Norm^n Wona diore read^ 
fubmit to appeals from their court to the king's court of Exche- 
quer, was, their being accuftomedto Uke appeals in Norman<^ 
to the ducal court of Exchequer. See Gilbert's Hifb>ry of the 
Exchequer^ p. ^, 2. though the author thinks it d«ahtfiil» 
whether the NQman court waa Bot n^cfr cojpied ftOm the Ei^t* 
lifli, p. 6. 
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Appendix proved at firft, by a combination ofcaufes, very advantar 
¥«• geous to the royal authority in England. 

The power of the Norman k logs was alfo much fvp" 
ported by a great revenue; and by a revenue, that was 
^ed« perpetual and independent of the fubjeft. Thp 
.people, without betaking themfelves to arms, had no 
check upoQ the king, and no regular fecurity for the due 
.diAiibution of juftice. In thofe days of violence, many 
inftances of oppreflion pafled unheeded ; and were foon 
lifter openly pleaded as precedents, which it was unlawful 
to difpute or controul. Princes and minifters were too ig- 
norant to be themielves fenfible of the advantages attend- 
ing an equitable adminiftration ; and there was no efta- 
blifhed council or affembly which could protcft the people, 
jW)d> hy withdrawing fqpplies, regularly and peaceably 
Uidmontfli the kingpf his duty, and enfure the execution of 

THEfirftbranchof the king's ftated revenue was the 
jroyaHcmt^nes or crown-l^ds, which were very extend ve, 
:lind coniprehended, beilde a great number of manors, 
^jnpftof the chief cities of the kingdom. It was eftablifli- 
.<d.by U:W, <hat the king.coujd alienate popart of his de- 
mefee^ and that he bimCelf, or hi> fucceflbr, could at any 
;time, refume fuch donations '^ : But this law was never 
jegularly obferved ; which happily rendered in time the 
x:rown (omewha^ more dependent. The rent of the crown- 
Jands, confidered merely as fo nwch riches, was a fource 
^of power : The influence of the king over his tenants and 
the inhabitants of his towns, increafed this power : But 
the other numerous branches of his revenue, befides fup- 
plying his treafury, gave, by their very nature, a great 
latitude to arbitrary authority, and were a fupport of the 
prerogative ; as will appear from an enumeration of them. 
The king'wiis jievef oontejit with the ftated rents, but 
-levied heavy tailliages at pleafure on the inhabitants both 
of town and country, who lived within his demefne. AH 
bargains of fale, in order to prevent theft, being prohibit- 
ipd, except in borouglis aiT<} public markets^, he pretend- 
cJ to exa£): tolls on all goods whjtch were there fold ^. 
He feizod two hogflie^^s, one before and one behind the 

m.aft. 



y Fleta, til?, i. cap. 8, 17. lib. 3. cap 6. §. 3. 

' s. . ^ LL;wiii.r ^ ^ 
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maft, from every veffel that imported wine. AH goods Appendix' 
paid to his cudoms a proportional part of their value ^: H. 
Paffage over bridges and on rivers was loaded with tolls at^ 
plea(ure ^ : And though the boroughs by degrees benight 
the liberty of farming thefe impofitions, yet the revenue 
profiled by thefe bargains ; new fums were often exaded 
for the renewal and confirmation of the privileges ^, and 
the people were thus held in perpetual dependence. 

Such was the fituation of the inhabitants within the* 
royal demefnes. But the poffeflbrs of land, or the mili- 
tary tenants, though they were better proteded^ both by 
law, and by the great privilege of carrying arms, were, 
from the nature of their tenures, much expofed to the 
inroads of power, and poHefled not what we (hould efteem 
in our age a very durable fecurity. The con<)ueror grant-* 
ed by his laws, that the barons (hould be obliged to pay 
nothing beyond their ftated fervices^, except areafonable 
aid to ranfom his .perfoo if he were taken in war, to make 
Jiis elded fon a knight, and to marry his eldeft daughter* 
What fhould, on thefe occafions, be deemed a reafonable 
aid, was not determined ; and the demands of the drown 
were (o far difctetionary. 

The king could require in war theperfonal attendance 
of his vaflals, that is, of all the landed proprietors ; and 
if they decluied the fervice, they were obliged to pay 
him a compofition in money, which was called a fcutage. 
The fum was, during fome reigns, very precarious and 
uncertain ; it was fometimes levied without allowing the 
vaflal the liberty of perfonal fervice ^ ; and it was^n ufual 
artifice of the king to pretend an expedition, that he might 
be intitled to levy the fcutage from his military tenants. 
Danegelt was another fpecies of land-tax leviied by the 
early Norman kingSj arbitrarily, and contrary to the law^ 
of the conqueror ". Moneyage was alfo a general Jand- 
tax of the fame nature, levied by the two fird Norman 
Icings, and abolilhed by the charter of Henry I.^ ^ It was 
fL ibilling paid every three years by each hearth, to induce 

the 

^Y Madox, p 5^9. This author (ays a fifteenth. But 
it is not ea(y to reconcile this account to other authorities. 

^ Madox, p. 529 ^ Madox'sHffl: oftheExch. p zf^^ 
A76, 277, &c. » LL. Will Conq. §. $$ ^ Qervafe^ 
dp Ti bury, p. 25. ^ Mbdox's iiiB^. ^f the Excb. p. 47$. 

/ Matth,Paris, p.3(8. r 
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AM*gi4^ tfe^. king not to ufe his prerogative of debafiftg ihe coin 
Indeed, it appears from that charter, ihat though the 
"'conqueror had granted his military tenants an immumty 
from ^U taxes and tailiages, he and his fbn WiiHamhad 
neTer thought themfelves bound to obferye that rule, but 
bad levied impofitions at pleafure on all the landed eilates 
of th^ kingdom. The utmoft that Henry grants, is, that 
the land cultivated by the military tenant himfelf fliaH not 
'be fo burdened ; but he refervcs the power of taxing the 
farmers : And as it is known, that Henry's charter was 
9^ver obferved in any one article, wemay be afllired, that 
this prince and his fuccelTors retraced even this fmall indul* 
gence^ and levied arbitrary impofitions on all the lands of 
$H that fubjefts. Thefe taxes were fom^etimes very hea- 
vy ; fmce Mi^itiefbury tells us, that, in the reign of 
William Rufus, the farmers, on account of them, abani>' 
doned tillage^ and a famine enfued ^ 

The efchcats were a great branch both of power and 
of revenue to the king, efpcciatly during the firft reigns 
after t^ conqueft. In default of defcendants from the 
firft baron, his land reverted to the crowny, and continue 
ally augmented the king's pofTeflions. The prince had 
miotd by law a power of alienattng thefe efcheats ; but 
by this ttieans l|e e«i}oyed an opportunity of eftabVilhing 
Ihe fortunes of his ^ieiwis and fervam^, and thereby en« 
lai^gitig his authority. Sometimes he retained them in his 
6wn hands, and they ^ere gradually confounded with hts 
poyai demeihes, and became difficult to be di(Hngui{hed 
frohi them. This confufion is prc^ably the reafon why 
the king acquired the right of alienating his demefnes. 
. But bcfidesefcheati^ from default of heirs, thofe which 
onf^ied from crimes or breach of duty towards the fuperiot 
lord, were very frequent iri antient timts. If the vafl&l, 
being thrice fummoned to attend his fupei4or's court, and 
do fealty, negled^d or rtsfufed obedifeftce, he forfeited all 
thte to his knds^, if he denied his tenure or refufedbis 
fervke, he wascxp^ed .to the fame penrity'*. Wh^r^fc 
he fold his eftate without licence froip his lord ^, or if he 
fold it upon any other tenure or title than that by which 

--' - ■ ■' -/^■ * "-^ ■ r' ,.:^^^'^./ M 

- ^ «a alfb Ch!i[)ft;-A^. '- St.- Petri d^ Burg(y,l p. 5$. Ktiy^h- 
ttH^, f. 4366. . -^ il^tQrA. de Feud, fiifo. cap. 3S . 'cd. j[85. 
« l-lfe.Biud.li.:j;S«.^.-lib.4.. tk.'2jL, 39.: "^^^ Lib. Pcud. 
lib. 1. tit. 21. ,cci ,-"'-• - — " 
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he feimfelf heid it \ he loft att right to it. The adhcr- Appencfir 
ing to his lord's enemies S defeating him in war ^, be- ^^• 
Graying his fecrets ^, debaiiching his ivife or his nearer re- ^ '^ 
ktions^, or even ufing indeceht liberties with them'', 
might be puniihed by forfeiture. The higher crimes, 
rapes, robbery, murder, burning houfes, &c. were called 
felony; and being interpreted want of fidelity to his lord, 
made him k)fe his fief ^ Even where the felon was vaf- 
fel to a baron, ihough his immediate lord enjoyed the for- 
fcirure, the king might retain poffeflion of his ettate dur- 
ing a year, and had the right of fpoiling and deftroying it, 
unlefs the baron paid him a reafonable compofition ^. Wc 
have not here enumerated all the fpeciesof felonies, or of 
crimes by which forfeiture was incurred : We have faid 
enough to . prove, that the poffeflion of feudal property 
was antiently fomewhat precarious, and that the primary 
idea was never entirely loft, of its being a kind of fee 
in benefice, 

WheiI a baron died, the kirtg immediately took poffef- 
iton of the eftate ; and the heir, before he recovered hi$ 
right, was obliged to make application to the crown, to 
defire that he might be admitted to do homage for his land, 
And to pay a compofition to the king. This compofition 
was not at firft fixed by law, at leaft by praftice : The 
Vmg was often very exorbitant in his demands, and kept 
poffeflion of the land till they were complied Vith. 

If the heir was a minor, the king retained. the whole 
profit of the eftate till his majority ; , and might grant 
what fum he thought proper for the education and mainte- 
nance of the young baron. This praftice was alfo found- 
ed on the notion, that a fief was a benefice, and that, 
while the heir dould not perform his military fervices, the 
revenue devolved to the fu peri or, who employed another 
in his place. It is obvious, that a great proportion of the 
ktnded property muft, by means of this device, be conti- 
nually in the hands of the prince, and that all the iioblc 
families' were thereby held in continual dependence. 
When the king granted the wardfiiip of a rich heir to any 

one, 

* Lib. Feud. Hb. 4. tit. 44; ^ Id. lib. 3 tit. i. 

M Id. Ub. 4. tit. 14, 21. N Id. X\h. 4, tit. 14. ^ Id. 

lib. I. tit. 14, 21. , ^ Id. lib. I. tit. 1. Q-^ltii. Gloff. 
invfrbw FelMa: ^ Spel^. GJpiT in verb. Felcfda, Gkn- 
viUe, lib, 7. cap. 17. 
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Appendix one, he had the opportunity of enriching a favourite or 
^^ minifter : If he fold it, he was thereby able to levy a coi>- 
* fiderable fum of money. Sinnon de Mount fort paid 
Henry III. io>ooo marks, an immenfe fum in thofediays, 
for the wardihip of Gilbert de Urafrevilk ^ 

If the heir was a female, the king was entitled to offer 
her any hu(band of her rank he thought proper ; and if 
ihe refufed him, (he forfeited her land. Even a male heir, 
^ould not marry without the royal confent, and it wa» 
ufual for men to pay large Turns for the liberty of making 
their own choice in marriage ^ . No rnan could difpofe 
of his land, either by fale or will, without the confent of 
his fuperior. The pofleflbr was never confidered as full 
proprietor : He was Aill a kind of beneficiary ; and could 
not oblige his fuperior to accept of iny vaflal, who was 
not agreeable to htm. 

Fines, amerciaments, and obfatas, as they were cali^ 
ed, were another coniiderable branch of the royal power 
snd revenue. The antient records of the Exchequer^ 
which are ftill preferved, give furprizing Accounts of the 
numerous fines and amerciaments levied in thofe days ^^ 
and of the ftrange inventions fallen upon to exad nM>ney 
from the fubjed. It appears, that the oid,kings of Eng- 
land put themfelves entirely on the footing of the barba- 
rous eaflern princes, whom no man mud approach with- 
out a prefent, who fell all their good offices, and who in- 
tnide themfelvcs into every buimefs, that they may have. 
a pretence of extorting money. Even juftice was avow- 
edly bought and (bid ; the king's court itfelf, though the 
fupreme judicature of the kingdom, was open to none 
that brought not, large prefents to the king ; the bribes. 
given for the expedition, delay *, fufpenfion, and, doubt* 
fcfs, for the perverfion of jufiice, were entered in the pul>- 
lic regifters of the royal revenue, and remain as monu- 
ments of the perpetual iniquity and tyranny of the times. 
The barons of the exchequer, for tnftance, the firft nobi- 
lity of the kingdom, were not afhamed to infert, as an ar- 
ticle in their records, that the county of Norfolk paid a 
fum, that they might be fairly dealt with ^ ; the borough 
of Yarmouth, that the king's charters, which they have 

for 

* Madox's Hift. of the Exch. p. 225. *** Id. p. ^20. 

^ Id. p. zjz. ^ Id. p. 274, 309. ^ Id. p. Z9J» 
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for ilicir Kberties, might not be violated ^ ; Richard, fonAppcncBr- 
<)f Gilbert, for the king's helping hind to recover his debt ^ 
from the Jews'^; Scrlo, fon of Tcrlavafton, that hc^ " 
might be permitted tbtnake his <lefence, in cafe, he was 
accufed of a certain hppicide ® ; Walter de Burton for 
free law, if accufed of wounding another^; Robert de 
Effart, for having an inqueft tb find whether Roger, the 
butcher, andWace and Humphrey accufed him of rob- 
bery and theft out of envy and ill-will, or not ^ ; Wil- 
liam Buhufl: for having an inqueft to find whether he wa» 
accttfcd of the death of one Godwin out of ill-will or for 
juft caufe K I hav^ feleSed thefe few inftances from « 
great number of a tike kind, which Madox had feleSed 
from a fitii greater number, preferved in the antient rolls 
of the Exchequer *• 

Sometimes the party litigant proffered the king «% 
certain portion, a half, a third, a fourth, payable out of 
the debts, which he, as the executor of jufiice, (hould 
aflift him in recovering^. Theophania de Weftland 
agreed to pay the half of 212 marks, that (he might re- 
cover that fum againft James de Fughleilon " ; Solomon 
the Jew engaged to pay one mark out of every feven that 
he (hould recover againft Huigh de la Hofe ' ; Nicholas ' 
Morrel protnifed to pay fixty pound, that the earl <JF 
Flanders ' might be diftrained to pay him 343 pound, 
which the earl had taken froiA him ; and this fixty pound 
was to be paid out of the firft money that Nicholas fhould 
recover of the earl \ 

The king, 5ts he aflumed the entire power over trad^ 
was to be paid for a permiilion to exercife commerce or 
induftry of any kind ^. Hugh Oifel paid 400 marks fr>r 
liberty to trade in England ^'^ ^ Nigel de Havene gave fifty 
marks for the partnerftiip in merchandize which he had 
with Gervafe de Hanton*^: The men of Worcefter paid 
a 00 (hillings, that they might have the liberty of felling 
and buying dyed cloth, as formerly ° : Several other 
towns paid for a like jiberty **, The commerce indeed of 

the 

^ Id. ibid. ^ Id. p. 269. He paid 200 marks, a great 
turn in thofe days. ^ Madox's Hift. of Exch. p. 296. 

^ id. ilMd. ^ Id. p. 298. « Id. p. 302. ' Chap. 
xil ^ Id. p. 3ii- " Id. ibid. * Id, p. 79, 312. 
» id. p. 312. ^ Id p. 323. M Id. ibid. « 14. 

P- 323. ° Id. p^324. ^ Id. ibi4 
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Appendix the .kingdom was fo much given uj> le the kmg^ tb^ lie 
erected guikis, corporatiofiSy and noonopoties, where-ever 
be pkafed ; >and levied ftiras for thefe cxcUifive privileges ^ 

Thbr^ were no^profiis fi> fniaU ^ to be below the kmg^» 
uttentioif. Henry » ion of Arthttr^ gave len dogs, l& have^ 
a r^ognicion agatnft the countef» of Coptand fot ^ne 
knight's^ fee ^. Roger, fioi of Nicholas gave twenty 
lampreys and twenty ftads for an ifK|ueA to fiB<}^ whethet 
Gilbert, f(DD of Aluf ed> gave to Rog^ aoo muttons to 
cibtaiii his coniwn^atton for certain fands, or whether Rch* 
ger took them frona hko by violence ^ : Geoffrey Fitz^ 
Bicrrey the chief ^fliciary, gave. two good Netway 
hawks^y that Walter le Madrne might h^ekave to^exp^rl 
aa hundred weight of cheefe out of the king^s dominions '^« 

It is amufing to remark the flrange. bofinefs i» whicb 
# ihe king fdmetinset interferled, and never wtikmMt & pre^ 
fent ; The wife of Htigh de NeviBeg^ive the king 200 
kens, that ihe might lie with her hu(ban4 <>nc night " ; 
and {be bronght with her two fufetie^ who answered eacht 
lor an hwidred hens. It h probable that hef hufi^aml 
was a prifoner^ whkh debarred her having accefato^hinK 
The abbot of' Rucfbrd p^ ten marks^ for leave Ic^ ere^ 
Ikotifes and place nr>en upon his lasd near Wetlttng, in 
order to lecure bis we#d there Irom being fifrten ^ ; H«^» 
aschdeacoR of WeHs, gav« one tun of w'me for leave to 
tarry 600 ftwnras of com whither he wo^ld-^ : Peter de 
Perariis gave twenty inar ks for feave to itk fi(bes» asPeter 
Chevalier ufed to do ^» 

Thb kvcg^s proted^ and good ofB^es of every kind 
Vi^re bought and (old Robert Grifiet paid twenty mavk» 
of fRver, that, the kitrg would help hioi^againft the earl 
of Mortaigne in a certain plea^: Robert de Cundet gave 
thirty marks ^f ftlyer^ that the king woul4 bring hiral^ 
a« accord with the bifiiop of Lincoln * ; ttatf h de Breck- 
iiaiT^ gave a hawk»^ that the king wotitd proted him^^ 
and this is a* very frequent reafon for paymei^ts 1 John, foo 
cf Ordgar, gave a Norway hawk, to b^v^ the king^s^ re* 
queft to the king of Norway to let him have his brother 
Godard's chatteb^ : Richard de Neville gave twenty pal- 
freys 

i^ia. p. 232, asjf. ^c ^ M. pL,a^- '^ li p.-3o$. 
T- Id. ft. .32$. ^ Id. p. 326. w 1^ s^i^ X 1^ 

p 320. y Id. p. 326. * Id.p.*329L ^ Ji P''35P^ 

^ Id. p. 35^* ^ ^4 tb.'tt * ^ 
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freys to djtain the king's r^ijueft to* IfokdaBifet, that flic Appendix 
ihouU take him for a huiband ^ : Roger Fitz- Walter ^^-^ 
^ave three good palfreys to bave the king's letter to Ro- 
ger Bertram's inothcr, that ihe &io\Ad marry him^; 
£llng, the^ea^i paki 100 marks, that his whore aiKi his 
4:hildren might 4>€ let out upon bail ^ : The biflaop of 
Winchefter gave one tun of good wine for his not |)utting 
4he king in raiad to give a girdle to the countefs of Albe- 
marle ^ : Ro^rt de Veaux gave five of the beft palfreys, 
that the ki^ would hold his tongue about Henry Pinel'$ 
fwife ". There are in the records of exchequer many 
ether fingular inftances of a like nature ^ It will however 

be 

» Id. p. 333. ^ Id. ibid. ^ Id. p. 342. Pro ha- 

i^enda arnica fua^Jiliis^ t^c. ^ Id., p. 352. " Id. ibid. 

Ui Rex taceret de uxore Henrici Piml. 

^ We gratify the reader s curioftty by fuhjoirdng afe*w more 
inftances from MadoXy p. 33 z Hugh Oifel was to give 
the king two robes of a good green colour, to have the king's 
\eiters patent to the merchants of Flanders with a requeft t© 
lender him f 000 marks, which he loft in Flanders. The al>- 
bot of Hyde paid thirty marks, to tave the king's letters of 
jrequeft to the archbimop of Canterbury, to remove certain 
' monks that were againfl: the abbot. Roger de Trihantpn paid 
twenty marks and a palfrey, to have the king's requeft to Ri^ 
chard de Umfreville to give him his fifter to wife, and to the 
fifler thai fhe would accept of him for a hufband: William de 
Che Venn g^'orth pjiid five marks, to have the king's letter to 
the abbcJt of Perfore, to let him enjoy peaceably his tythes aj 
formerly : Matthew de H^^eford, clerk, paid ten marks for a 
letter of requeft to the bifhop of LandafF, to let him enjoy 
peaceably his church of Schenfrith : Andrew Neulun gave three 
flemifli caps, for the king's requeft to the|«ior of Chtkefand^ 
for perfoniiance of an agreement made between theoi : Henry 
de Fondbuj; gave a Lombardy horfeipf lvalue, to have the king's 
requeft to Henry Fitz-Hervey, that lie would give him his 
daughter to wife : Roger, fon of. Nicholas, promiied all the 
laiijpreys be could get^ to have the king's requeft to carl Wil- 
liam Mareilial, tbat he would grant him, the manor of Lange- 
ford at FerjBi. The burgeffes of Glocefter promifed 30D lam- 
preys, that they might not be diftrained to find the prifonersOf 
Foittou with nccciraries, unlefs they pleafed. Id. p. 352. Jor- 
dan, fon of Reginiild, paid twenty marks to have the king's re- 
queft to Wilham Painel, that lie woSld grant him the land of 
li^'Nferemih, and flie cuflfody of his heirs ; and if Jordan ob- 
tained the fame j ho^was to pay the- twenty marki, otherwife 
not. M. ^.'Zip^^ , 
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i^ppendix be ja(i ta remark, that the fame ridiculobs pradices and 
n. dangerous abufes prevailed in Normandy, and probably in 
' aU the other ftates of Europe ^, England was not in this 
refpeft more barbarous than its neighbours* 

These iniquitous pradices of the Norman kings were 
fo well known, that on the death of Hugh Bigod, in the 
reign of Henry 11. the beft and moft juft of thefe princes,, 
the eldeft fon and the widow of this aobltman came to 
court, and ftrove,^ by proffering large preTents to the king, 
each of them to acquire pofleffion of that rich inheritance. 
The king was fo equitable as to order the eaufe to be tried 
by the great council ; but in the mean time, he feizcd aK 
the money and treafures of the deceafed ^. Peter of Blois,. 
a judicious, and even an elegant writer for that age, gives 
a pathetic defcription of the venality of juftice and the 
oppreffiqns of the poor, under the reign bf Henry : And 
he fcruples not to complain to the king .himfelf of thefe 
abufes^. We may judge what the cafe would be under 
the government of wprfe princes. The articles of en- 
quiry concerning the conduQ of (heriffs, which Henry 
pi-omulgated in 1 1 70, fliew the great power as well as li- 
centiou&iefs of thefe officers ^. 

Amerciaments or fines for crimes and trefpafles 
were another confiderable branch of the.rc^al revenues ^. 
Moft crimes were atoned for by money ^1% fines inipofed 
were not limited by any rule'or ftatute j and frequently 
ocqafioned the total ruin of the perfon, even^fer the flight- 
eft trefpafles. The foreft laws, particularly,' were a great 
foufce of oppreffipn. The king p6flJ'fled»'ixty- eight fo- 
f efts, thirteen chaces, a|id feven hundred^ aiyd eighty-one 
parks, in different parts of England ^ ; and-confidering the 
extreme paflion pf the Englifh and Normans. for hunting, 
thefe were fo many fnares laid for the people, by which 
they were allured into trefpaffes, and brpugh; within the 
teach of arbitrary attd rigorous laws, wh'fchthe king had 
thought proper by his own authority to cria^. . 

But the moft barefaced a6ts of tyranny, anioppreflion 
were thofe praSifed againft the Jews, .whid^ii^re entirely 
^t of the proteQion of law, were extremcjJji^jjKlious to the 

■ bigotry 
'+» 

« M^dox^sHift. ofEifC>/p. 359. . ^ ,Beiied. Abb. p. - 
1 80, 1 8 1 . ^ P^tri BleC Epift. 95, apud Bibl: fatrum, torn* 
24, p. 2014. ^ Hoveden, Chron.Gerv. p. ^4*10. 

^ Madox, chap. xiv. ^ Sp^ta. GloflT. in yerto Forefia^ - 
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bigotry^ of 'the? people, and were abandoned to the im- Appendix 
meafurable rapacity of the'lcrng and his miniftcrs. ^Be- ' ^^-^ 
fides many other indignities, to which they were continu- ^"^"^"^^^ 
ally expofed, it appears, that they were once all thrown 
into prifon, and the fum of ,66,000 marks exafted for 
their liberty ^: Atanother time, Ifaac the Jew paid alone 
5100 marks*; Brun, 3000 marks ^; Jurnet, 2000; 
Bennet, 500: At another, Lieorica, widow of David, 
the Jew of Oxford, was required to pay 6000 marks ; 
and (he was delivered over to fiJc of the richeft and dif- 
creeteft Jews of England, who were to anfwer for the 
fum''*. Henry III. borrowed 5000 marks of the earl of 
Comwal ; and for his payment afligned him over all th« 
Jews of England ". The revenue arifing from, exaftioni 
upon this najtion was fo confiderable, that there was a par- 
ticular court of Exchequer fet apart for managing it ^. 

We may judge of the low ftate of commerce amongCom- 
the Englifl), when the Jews, notwithftanding all thelemcrcc* 
opprefllons, could dill find their account in trading among 
them, and lending them money. And as the improve- 
ments of agriculture were alfo much checked, both by the 
immenie poflTeillons of the nobility, and by the precarious 
(late of feudal property ; it appears, that induftry of no 
kind could then have place in the kingdom ^. 

It is aCTerted by Sir Harry Spelman ^, as an undoubted 
truth, that, during the reigns of the firft Norman princes, 
every cdid of the king, iflued with the confent of his 
privy-council, had the full force of law. But the barons 
iurely were not fo paflive as to cntruft a power, entirely 
arbitrary and defpotic, into the bands of the fovereign. 

It 

^Madox Hift. of the Exclr, p. 151. This happened in the 
xeign of king John. ^ Madox's Hift. of the Exch. p. iji. 

s Id. p. 153. T Id. p ,68. u Id. p. 156. X id^ 

chap vii. 

^ We learn from the extrads given us of DomefHay by 
Brady in his Treatife of boroughs, that almoft all the boroughs 
of England had fufiered in the fhockof the conqueft, and had 
decayed extremely between the death of the Confeflbr, and the ( 
time when Domeiday was frapned. 

^ Gloff. in verb, judicium Dei, The author of the Miriw 
desjuftices, complains, that ordinances are only made by the 
long and his clerks, and Hy aliens and others, who dare not con- 
tradict the king, but ftudy to pleafe him. WhenceT, he con« 
eludes^ laws are oftxm dieted by will than founded on right, ' 
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Afpcndir It^ only appears, tbat tKc coaftituBbn*hadfnor^fi*edj any* 
'II. * predfe }K>undaries to' the* royal^'{K)weF; that ^ 

■* iffuing prodamations on any eniergence, and of exaSing 
obedience to thetn, a right which wa» always fuppofed 
inherent iji the crown, is very difficult to be diilinguifhed 
from a legiftativc authority ; that the extreme imperfec* 
tion of the anticnt laws, and the fudden exigencies, which 
often occur rcfd in fuch turbulejit governments, obliged the 
prince to exert frequently the latent powers of his prero- 
gative; that he naturally proceeded, from the acquis 
efcence of the people, to afibnae, in many particulars ©f 
moment, an authority^ from which he had excluded him* 
fclf by exprefe ftatutes, charters or co«nceffioo$, and which 
*Ka8, in the main, repugnant to the general getwus of the 
corrftitution ; and that the iives, the perfonailiberty, and 
the properties of all his iubjedis were lefs fecored by law 
BgainA the cxcftion of his arbitrary authority, than by 
the independent power and private connexions of each in* 
dividual* It appears feom the /great charter itfelf, that 
not^xAf John, a tyrannical priDce, and Richard, a vio- 
lent one, hut their father, Henry, under whofe reign the 
prevalence of gnofs abufes is the icail: to be^ fuTpeflied, wad 
accuftomed., from hi^ folc authority, without procefe of 
taw, to imprifoii, -hatodi and attaint the freentem of hU 

A GHEAT baron^ in antient times, confidered himfelf 
as a kind of fevereign within his territory ; and was at* 
tefided wkh courtiers and dependents more xeaioufly at* 
htched to Urn than the mbitilers of Aa(e and the great 
officers were oommooly to jtunr fovercign. He often 
maintained in his court the parade of royalty, by efta- 
blifliijig a juftiqiary, conflabk, marefchal, chamberlain, 
fenefchal, and chancellor, and affigning to each of thefe 
officers a feparate proviRce and connmand. He was ufu- 
ally very afltduous in exercifing his jurifdiaion ; and took 
flich delight ki that image joffovereignty, that it was 
fouad oeceflary "to reftrasvn liis afiivity, and prahibit him 
by hw frwi holding courts too fire^foemly ^. It isikK lo 
bedfitd>ted^ that the example, fethim by the prince, «f 
a mercenary and fordid extortion, would he faithftrtly 
copied \ and that aSl hi« good and bad offices, his juftice 
-and injuftice, were equaffly' -put tt> fale. He fetid the fowi 

A DngdJJtrrid. Orlg. p. 26. 
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er, with the kin^sconfent, to ^xad tialliages even li^om A^ipeiidui 
the free-citixens, wjho lived, within im barony.;. ^i»i as his ^* 
iseceffities made him rapacious^ hi* authority was ufually ^*" ^^*** 
found to be. niore oppreffive aod ;tyrsannical than that erf 
the fovereign. **. He was ever engaged in hereditary or 
perfonstl animofities or confederacies with his neighboury^ 
gnd often gave protedion to all defperate adventurers and 
criminals, who couM be ulefel in ferving his violent pur* 
pofes. He was abjealone^ initlmes.of tranquiUity, to ob- 
ttrud: the execution of juftice within bis territories ; and 
by combimitg.vtth a few malcontent barons of high rank 
and power, he could throw the whole ftate into convul- 
itons. And on the whole, though Che ^oyal authority was 
confined within bounds, and often wit tun .very, narrow 
ones, yet the check was irregular, ^nd frequently tb^ 
{biKce of great dtforders ; and it was not derived frpm tfie 
liberty of the people^ but fron^ the military power of ma* 
ny petty tyrants. Who were equally daogerousto the prince 
and oppreffive to-tjie fubje^^ : .- 

The powerof the church was; another rampart agamft The 
royal authority; but this deferKre: was: aUb the : caufe of^^^*"*^ 
many mjfcbiefs and inconveniencifes. : The dignified cler- 
gy, perhaps> were not fo ;proae to jthmediate violence as 
the barons ; but as they pretended to a total ind^endencc 
on the ftate, and could always cover tbemfelves vrtth the 
appearances of religion, they proved, in. one refpefti ah 
obftruftion to the fettleraent of tb^ kingdom, ind to the 
regular execution, of the laws. The policy of .'the con*» 
queror was in thi? particular liable to foowi exception^ >He 
augmented the fuperftitious veneration fqr Rome, to which' 
that age was fo much inclined ;: and. Jie broke thofe bands' 
of connexion, which, in the Sa«6ni times, had preferved 
an: union between the lay and the clerical, orders. He pro- 
hibited the bifliops to fit in the C0onty'<ourt8 ; he allowed 
ecclefiaftical caufes to be tried only in fpiritual courts ^ ; 
^nd he fo much eKalted the power of the clergy, that of 
60,315 knights . fees, into which he divided England, he 
pUced^no lefs tliafi 28,015 under the church ^. 
- A^oju. IL I ^ Thi 

^ f Madox Hift. of Exch. p. 520! ':' ^ Char. Will, apud 
WUkins, p. 230. Spel. Cone. vol. ii. p. 14. 

^ Spel. Glofl'. in verb, manus mortua. We are not to kni«> 
g^ne,; as fome haVejdio^e, that the ckiurth poiTdTed Undi in 
t^is proportion, ^$ M>|yi tl^t thf^y asd their vaffids jenjqrtd 
fuch a proportioaable^part of the landed property. 
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Thc -right of primogeniture came hi with the feudiai 

hwiz A )>ra£ticej which is hurtful by produciag and main-^ 

' tfliining an unequal divifion of private property ^ but is ad- 

CiYillaws.^^j^jggQ^j^ in another refpeft, byaccuftoming the peo- 
pie to a preference in favour of the eideil fon, and thereby 
preventing a partition or difputed fucceilion in the mo-r 
narchy. The Normans introduced the pfe of firnames, 
^¥hich tend to preferve the knowkdge of families and pc^ 
digrees; asdoalfo, thediAindionof coats of arms, which 
came in vogue about the time of king Richard. They 
aboliihed none of the old abfurd methods of trial, by th« 
crofs or ordeal ; and they added^ new abfurdity^ the trial 
by (k^le combat ^, which becaoie a- regultir part of ju* 
ft^mtdence, and was conduded with alt the order, me« 
thod, devotion and folemnity imaginable ^^ The ideas of 
ehivahyilfo feem to have been imported by the Normans : 
No traces, of thefe fantaftic notions are to be found among 

Manners, the plain, and ruftic Saxons : The feudal inftitutions, by 
railing a fet of men to a kind of fovereign dignity, render- 
' ing perfonal ftrength and valour fo rt<|uirite, and making 
every knight and baron hb own prote'ftor and avenger, 
begot that military pride and fenfe of honour, whieh^ 
being cultivated andembetliAied by the poets and romance* 
vritidrs of the age, ended in chivalry. The virtuous 
knight fought not only in his own quarrel; but in that of 
the innocent, the helplefs, and above all, of the fair, 
whom he &ippo(ed to be for ever under theguardianftiip 
ef his valiant arm. The uncourteons knight, who, from' 
kisxaille, exercited robbery on travellers^ and committed 
violence on virgins, wastheobjed of his perpetual in^g« 
natioit ; and he put him to death, without fcruple or trial 
or appeal^ wherever he met with hini. The great inde- 
pendence of men made perfonal honour and fidelity the 
cMef tie among them ; and rendered it the tapital virtue 
qf every true knight, or genuine profeflbr of chivalry.* 
The folemnities of fingle combat, as eftabliflied by law, 
faaoiibed the notion of every thing unfair or unequal in ren* 
counters ; and maintained an appearance of courtefy be-. 
tv<eeft the combatants, till the moment of their engage- 
ipent. The credulity of the age grafted on this fiock the 

DOtton' 
-I^LL* Will cap. 6B. 

L.f BftAi Oloff. in vctb. cmi^. The h& mftance of thefe 
dBek;«as ta die 15th (^ EUb. So long did that abfimMt/* 
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notion of giants, enchanters, dragons, fpells^, and a Appendix 
thoufand wonders which ftill nnultfplied during the times of H. 
the crufades ; wRen men, returning from fo great a dif- ' 

tance, ufed the liberty of impofing every fidion on their 
believing audience. Thefe ideas of chivalry infedcd the 
writings, converfation, and behaviour of men, during feme 
ages ; and even after they were, in a great degree, ba- 
ntftcd by the revival of learning, they left modern gal^ 
lantry and the point of honour, which ftill maintain their 
influence, and are the genuine offspring of thofe antient 
affe^ations. 

The conceflion of the great charter, or rather its full 
eftablifhment (for there was a confiderable intci*val be- 
tween the one and the other) gave rife, by degrees, to a 
new fpecies of government, and introduced fome order 
and juftice into the adminiftration. The enfuing fcenes of 
our hiftory are therefore fomcwhat different from the pre- 
ceding. Yet the great charter contained no eftabliflijinent 
ofnewcourh, magiftrates, or fenates, nor abolition of the 
old. It introduced no new diftribwtion of the powers of 
the commonwealth, and no innovation in the political or 
public law of the kingdom. It only guarded, aid t-fiat j 
merely by verbal claures, againfl fuch tyrannical praSices 
as are incompatible with civilized government, and, ifthdy 
become very freqnentj are incompatible with all government. 
TThe barbarous iicence of the kin gs ^ a n ti perhaps of the nobles, 
\ffas thenceforth lomewhat more reH rained : Men acquired 
fome more fecurity for iheir properties and their liberties : 
And government approached a Wnh nearer to that end, 
for which it was onginally inilitntcd, the diftribution of 
Juftice, and the equal proteBion of the citizens. Afts of 
violence and iniquity in the crown, which before were only 
deemed injuries to ii^dividtial?^ and were hazardous chiefly 
in proportion to ibe onmbefj power, and dignity of the 
perfons affe£led by them, were now regarded, irt foitie 
degree, as puHk injuries, and tis infringements of a 
charter, c;il(;ulated for general fecurity. And thus, the 
' eftablJIhmem of tht? Great Charser, without feeming 
any wife to innovate in the diftribution of political power, 
became a kind of epoch in fhe conftitution. 

1 2 CHAPJ 

^ In all legal lingle combats, i% was part of tlie chauipion's 
oath, tbs^the canied not about him any herb, fpell, orinchant-' 
ment, by wMch tie niigfat ptoctire ii&ory. Dugd. Orig. Juiid, 
p. 8z, 



Digitized 



by Google 



n6 HISTORY or ENGLAND. 

CHAP. XII.. 

HENRY III. 

. Siiilement of the government General pacijicathn — 

^ . Death of the prote^or -Some commotions Hubert 

de Burgh difplaced The hijhop of Wincbejier minifler 

*T— — King^s partiality to foreigners Grievances 

Ecclefiajiical grievances Earl ofCornwal ele^ed king 

ef the Romans Difcontent of the barons Simon de 

Mvuntfort earlofLeiceJler "Provijfons of Oxford 

Ufurpation of the barons Prince Edward^ -Civil 

wars of the barons Reference to the king of France 

— — r Renewal of the civil wars Battle ofLewer — — 

Houfe of Commons — -. — Battle oj Evejbam and death of 

Leicefier Settlement of the government Death 

and cbaraBer of the king MifcelUneous tran- 

fusions of this reign. 

i: H AP. Ti /TOST fciences, in proportion as they encreafe and 

XII. JLVx improve. Invent methods by which they facilitate 

*'—^^'**^' their reafpnings ; and employing general theorems, arc 

*^^"* . enabled to comprehend in a few propofitions a great nuni- 

ber of inferences and conclufions. Hiftory alfo, being a 

colleftion of fa&s which are multiplying without end, is 

obliged to adopt fuch arts of abridgment, to retain the 

. more material events, and to drop all the minute circum- 

ftances, which are only interefting during the time, or to 

- the perjons engaged in the tranfaftions. This truth is no 

where more evident than with regard to the reign, upon 

, which we are going to enter. What mortal could have 

. the patience to write or read a long detail of fuch frivo- 

, lous events as thofe with which it Is filled, or attend to 

a tedious narrative which would follow, through a feries 

of ,fixty-fix years, the caprices and weakneffes of fo mean 

, a prince as Henry ? The chief realbn, why proteftapt 

writers have been fo anxious to fpread out the incidents of 

this reign, is in order to expofe the rapacity, ambition, 

and artifices of the court of Rome, and to prove, that the 

great dignitaries of the catholic church, while they pre-, 

tended to have nothing in view but the falvation of fouls, 

had bent all their attention to the acquifitbn of rjches, 

aqd were reArained by no fenfe of jafticc or honour^ in 

the 
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the piirfinf of that great objea^ But this conclufion C H A P.- 
ivould readily be allowed them, though it were not illuf- XII. 
trated by fuch a detail of uninterefttng incidents ; and fol- '^ "^^^~^ 
lows indeed, by. an evident neceflity, from the very fitu- **^^^ 
ation, in which that church was placed with regard to the 
reft of Europe. For befides that ecclefiaftical power, as 
it can always cover its operations under a cloak of fandt« 
ty, and attacks men on the fide where they dare not em- 
ploy their reafon, lies lefs under con troul than civil govern^ : 
ment ; befides this general caufe, I fay, the pope and his 
courtiers were foreigners to moft of the churches wJ>ich 
they govierned ; they could not poflibly have any other 
objeS but to pillage the provinces for prefent gain ; and 
as they lived at a diftance, they Would be little a^.ed bjr 
(hame or remorfe, in praftifing every lucrative expedient^ 
which was fuggefted to them. England being one of the 
moft remote provinces, attached to the Romifti hierarchy, 
as well as one of the richcft, and the moft prone to fuper-. 
ftition, felt feverely during this reign, while its patience 
was not yet fully exhaufted, the influence of thefe caufes^ 
and we (hall often have occafion to touch curforily upon 
fuch incidents. But we (hall not attempt to comprehend 
every tranfaSion tranfmitted tons; and till the end of the 
reign, when the events become more memorable, we fliall 
not always obfcrve an exaS chronological order in our. 
narration. 

The earl of Pembroke, who, at the time of John's Settle- 
death, was marefchal of England, was by his office at the ment of 
head of the armies, and confequently, during a ftate of^h^ go- 
civil Wars and convulfions, at the head of the ftate ; and vemiuent 
it happened fortunately for the young monarch, and for 
the nation, that the power could not have been intrufted 
into more able and more faithful hands. This nobleman, 
who had maintained his loyalty unfliaken to John, during 
the loweft fortune of that monarch, determined to fupport 
the authority of the infant prince ; and he was not dif- 
mayed with the number and violence of his enemies. Sen- 
fible, that Henry, agreeably to the prejudices of the, 
times, would not be deemed fovereign, till crowned and * 
anointed by a churchman; he immediately carried the 
young prince to Glocefter, where the ceremony of coro- 28th Oft. 
nation was performed, in the prefence of Gualo, fhe le- 
gate, 

^ M. Paris, p. 623. 
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CH A F. gtte, ' and a very few noblemen, by the bifbops of Win- 
JpL chcfto' and Bath ^. As tlie concurrence of the papal 

V"""^^ authority was requifite to fopport the tottering throne, 
^ '*^ Henry was obliged tofwe«r fealty to the pope, and renew 
that homage, to which his father had already fubjeftecl 
the kingdom " : And in order to enlarge the author'ny of 
Pembroke, and give him a more regular and legal title to 
ky a general council of the barons was foon after fummon- 

iithNov^ed atBriftol, where that nobleman was chofen protcSor 
ef the kingdom. 

Fembroke, that he might reconcile all men to ther 
|;0vemment of his pupil, rnade him grant anew a charter of 
Sberties, which, though moftly copied from the former 
fionoefitons, extorted from John, contains feme altera* 
WW, which may be deemed remarkable '. The full 
privikge of eleftiom itt the clergy, granted by the late 
king, was'HOt confirmed, nor the liberty of going out of 
the kingdom, without the royal confent : Whence wemaf 
Wf^eStme, that Pembroke and the bar one, jealous of the 
•cctefiaftical power, both were defirous of renewing the 
l^lf^ claim to iffue a congi d'efire to the monks an* 
lihapters, and thought it requifite to put fome check on^ 
rtie frequent appeals to Rome, But what ) may chiefly^ 
fcrprixe us is, that the obligation, to which John had" 
fot^Aed himfelf, of obtaining the confent of the great' 
icouncil before he levied any aids or fcutages upon the na- 
tion, was omitted ; and this article was even declared hard 
and fevere, and was exprefsly left to future deliberation; 
&ut we muft confider,' that, though this limitation may 
perhaps appear to us the moft momentous in the whole 
charter of John, it was not regarded in that light by the 
antient barons, who were more jealous of particular a£ts 
of violence in the crown than of fuch general impofitions, 
which, unlefs they were evidently reasonable and necefla- 
ry, could fcarcely, wkhout a general confent, be levied 
upon men, who had arms in theif hands, and who could 
' repel any aS of oppreflion, by which they were all imme- 
diately affeded. We accordingly find, that Henry, in 
the courfe of his reign, while he gave frequent occafions 
for complaint, with regard to the violations of the great 

charter, 

^ M- Paris, p. ^oo. Hift. Croyf. Cent. p. 474. W. Hei|i' 
ing. p. 562. Trivet, p. 168. " M.Paris, p. ^00. 
} Rymer, yol.i. p. 215* 
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charter, never once attempted, by his mere t^^iH, Wlety C H Ap. 
any aids or fcutages ; though he was oftert i^^uced ^^ .^ J^^ Lj 
great neceflities, and was refiifed fvt\>.p\y by fii^ J)topl^. TY^ 
Sso much eafier was it for him to tranfgrefs the lat<^, ^hen ^ • . 
individuals alone were afFeftcd) than even to exert his 
acknowledged prerogatives, where the inrereflr of thfe 
^ hole body was concerned. 

This charter was again confirmed by th^ kirt^ in iht 
cnfuing year, with the addition of Tome articles to prcf- 
vent the oppreflfions of fherifFs : Aiid alfo wi<h ah ^ddlti*- 
onal charter of forefts, a circomft^nee of great itt6mdit th 
thofe ages, when hunting was fo much the occupation of 
thcnobilky, arid when the; king comprehended jW eoftfr 
derablc a part of the kingdom wit hm his forefts, which ht 
governed by peculiar and arbitrary la\Vs. AH the forefts; 
'which had been enclofed frnce the reign of Henry <he(i^ 
cond, were defaforefted ; and new p^erambdatiohs w^r6 
appointed for that purpofe : Offences m th6 forfefts wer6 
declared to be no longer capital ; but pmrifliabfe by fines; 
imprifonments, and more gentle penahiesi Aifrd all the 
proprietors of land recovered the power of cutthig and 
ufing their 6wn wood at then* pleafure. 

Thus, thcfe famous charters were brought very nearfjr 
to the (hape, in which they have ever firtce ftood ; atid 
they were, during many generations, the dkrlhi^ of iht 
Englilh nation, and efteemed the moft facred rampart t6 
national liberty and independence. As they fecti^cd th^ 
rights of all orders of men, they were aniiiotrff J' defended 
by all, and became the bafis, in a manner of (he fetfglifh 
monarchy^ and a kind of orrgirtal cotrtraS, t^htchbolfi 
limited the authority of the kin^, aind enfured the cond?- 
tional allegiance of his fubjefts. 'Though ofteti Violatecf, 
they were ftill claimed and recalled by the nobtlity sittA 
people ; and as no precedents ti^ere fupp^ofcd valid>. that 
infringed them, they rather acquired, than loft aothoi'i^y, 
from the frequent attempts, made againft them in fevcfal 
ages, by regal and arbitrary pow^r. 

Whi£E Pembroke, by renewing and confirtttlrtg th6 
great charter, gave fo much fatisfeftion and fecoitty t6 
the nation in general, he allb applied himfbtf fbceelsfdiy 
to individuals ; and wrote letters, in the king's name, to 
all the malcontent barons; in which he reprcfentcd to 
them, that whatever jeatoufy and anioftofify they mi^ 
have entertained againft the late lung» a yo^^ ptinee^, the 
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e H A F> linaiVlieir of their anticnt monarchs, had now . fuccf cAh! 
XII. to the throne, without fucceeding either to the refeni- 
t*"*"'^''""*^ ments or principles of his predeceflbr : That the delpe- 
.l^iP' fate expedient, which they had employed, of calling in 
a foreign pptentate, had, happily for them as well as for 
the nation, failed of entire fuccefs, and it was ftiil in their 
power, by a quick return to il^eir duty, to rcdore the in- 
dependence of the kingdom, ;^nd to fecure that liberty, tor 
which they fo zealoufly contended: That as all part of^ 
fences of the barons were now buried in oblivion, ihey 
xiiigbt,.oii their part, to forget their complaints againft 
their late fovereign, who, if he had been any wife blame- 
able in his condud, had left to his fon the falutary wdrn- 
ing, to avoid the paths, which had led to fuch fatal ex- 
tremities: And that having now obtained a charter for 
iheir liberties, it was their int^reft to fliew, by their con- 
dnG^f th^t that acquifition was not incompatible with their 
allegiance, and that the rights of king and people, fo far 
froni being hoftile and oppofite, might mutually fupport- 
and iuftain each other ^ 

The5E confiderations, enforced by the charaQer of 
conftancy and fidelity, which Pembroke had ever main- 
tained, had a mighty influence on the barons; and moft 
of them began fecretly to negotiate with him, and many 
of them openly returned to their duty. The diffidence, 
which Lewis difcovered of their fidelity, forwarded this 
general propenfion towards the king ; and when the French 
prince refufed the government of the caftle of Hereford 
to Robert Fitz- Walter, who had been fo aftive againft 
the late king, and who claimed that fortrefs as his right 
and property, they plainly faw, that the Engliffi were 
cxclujded from every truft, and that foreigners had ^n- 
groffed all the confidence and affeftion of their new fove- 
reign ^, The excommunication too, denounced by the 
legate, againft all Lewis's adherents, failed not, in the 
turn which mens difpofitipns had taken, to operate a 
mighty effeft upon them ; and they were eafily perfuaded 
foconikler a caufe as impious and profane, for which they 
|iad already entertained an unfurmountable averfion ^. 
Though Lewifi ipade a journey to France, and brought 
. over 

^ Rymcr, vol i. p. 215. Brady's A pp. No. 143. ^ M. 
Paris, p. zoo, 202. ^ M, jParjs, p. 200. M. Weft. p. 
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tivcr fr^fll fuccours from that kingdom'', he found, on Hs C H A Pi 
return, that his party was fti II more weakened by th«de- ^^^« 
fertion of his Englifti confederates, and that the death of 
John had, contrary to bis expeQ:ations, given an incurable 
.blow to his caufe. The earls of Salifcury, Arundel, and 
Warenne, together with William Marefhal, eldeft fon 
of the proteftor, had embraced Henry's party ; and every 
^ngliih nobleman was plainly watching an opportunity of 
/eturning to his allegiance. Pembroke was fo much 
ftrengttiened by thefe acceffions, that he ventured to in- 
vert Mount -forel ; though, upon^ the approach of the 
count de Peiche with the French army, he defifted from 
;his enterprize, and raifed the fiege *. The count dc 
Perche, elated with thisyfuccefs, marched to Lincoln 9 
and being admitted into the town, he began to attack the 
caAle, which he foon reduced to extremity. The pro^ 
te^or fummoned all his forces from every quarter in order 
to relieve a place of fuch irnportance ; and he appeared 
fo miich fuperior to the French, that they (hut themfelves 
up within the city, and refolved to take flielter behind the 
walls ^. But the garrifon of the caftle, having received 
a ftrong reinforcement, made a vigorous fally upon the 
Jbefiegers ; while the Engliih army, by concert, affaulted 
them in the fame inftant from without, mounted the walls 
tyfcalade, and bearing <k)wn all refiftance, entered the 
city fword in hand. Lincoln was delivered over to be pil- 
Jaged ; the French army was totally routed ; the count dc 
Perche, with only two perfons more, was killed, but ma- 
ny of the chief commanders and about 400 knights were 
xn^e prifoners by the Engliih ". So little blood was ihed 
on this important occafion, which decided the fate of one 
of the mod powerful kingdoms of Europe ; and fuch 
v^retcbed foldicrs were thofe antient barons, who yet were 
unacquainted with every thing but arms. 

Prince Lewis was informed of this^ fatal event, while 
employed in the fiege of Dover, which was ftill valiantly 
defended againft him by Hubert de Burgh. He immedi- 
ately retreated to London,, which was tlie center and life 
pf his party ; and he rhere received intelligence of a new 
Jifaftcr^ which put an end to all his hopes. A French 

fleet 



^ Cbron. Donft. vol i. p/79. M. Weft. p. 277. 

^ M. Park,.p,»203. ^»Chron. Dunft. vol. i. p. 8|, 

** Ai Paris, p. 204, 205. Chron. de MuUr. p. 195, 
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CHAP, fleet bringmg over a ftrong reinforcement; bad appear^ 

XIL on the coaft of Kent ; where they were attacked by the 

^**"'^^^*^ Englifli under the command of Philip D'Albiney, and 

iiio. ^^j.^ routed and repulied with confrderable lofs. D'Albi- 

ney praftifed a ftratagem againft them, which is faid t^ 

have contributed to the viftory : Having gained the wind 

of the French, he came down upon thewl with violence ^ 

and throwing in' their faces a great quatntity of qdck-lime^ 

which he purpofely carried on board, he fo fc4inded them> 

that they were difabled from defending themfelves '• 

After thisfecond misfortune of the French, the Eng- 
Kfli barons haflened every where to make terixK of peace 
with the proteSor, and by an early fubmiflion, to prevent 
thofe forfeitures, to which they were expofed on account 
(yf their rebeition. Lewis, whofe ca«ife was now totally 
defperate, began to be anxious for the fafety of his per- 
fon, and was glad, on any honourable conditions, to make 
his efcape from a country,' where he found, that every 
thii^ was now become hoftile to him. He concltided a 
peace with Pembroke, promifed to evacuate the kingdom, 
and only Aipulated in return, an indemnity to his adhe- 
rents, and a reftitntion of their honours aird fortunes, to- 
gether with the free and equal enjoyrwent of thofie Uber- 
ties, which had been granted to the reft of the naftipon ^* 
General Thus, was bappify ended a civil war, which feemed to 
l»cifica- be founded on the moft incurable hatred and jealoiify» 
wn^ and had threatened the kingdom witii the moft fatal con* 

Sequences. 

The precautions, which the king of France nfed in the 
condu^ of this whole affair, are remarkable. He pre- 
tended, that his fon had accepted of the ofl^r from the 
EngUih barons, without his advice, ^eti6 contrary to his 
inclination: The armies fent to £r>glaiid were levied m 
Lewises name : When that prince came over to France 
for aid» his father publicly refctfed to grant him any afiif- 
tance, and would not fo much as admit him to his pre- 
fence : Even after Henry's party acquired the afcendant, 
and Lewb was in danger of failing into the hands of his 

enemies^ 

* M. Paris, p. 206. Ann. Waverl. p. 183. W. Heming^ 
p. $6^ Trivet, p. 169. M. Weft, p. ^77. Knyghton, pw 
14^8. ^ RyraCF, vol. i. p: 221. M. Pitis^ p. 207. 

Chron. Duaft. vol i p. $3. ji Weft. p. 278. Kny^fiDD. 
P 24^9^ 
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enemies, it wis Blanche of Caftlley his wife, tiotthcCHAP/ 
king his father, who raifed armies and equipped fleets for Xlf. 
his fuccour ^. AH thefe artifices were employed, not to ^ — ^'^T^ 
fatisfy the pope ; for he had too much penetration to be ***^ 
fo eafily impofed on : Nor yet to deceive the people ; for 
they were too grrfs even for that purpofe : They only 
fcrved for a colourrng to Philip's caufe ; and in public af- 
fairs, men are often better pleafed, that the truth, though 
known to every body, (hould be wrapt up under a decent 
cover, than if it were e){poi*ed in open day-light to the eyes 
q( all the world. 

After the expulfion of the French, the prudence and 
equity of the proteQor's fubfequent condud, contributed 
to cure emi/ely thofe wounds, which had been made by 
inteftine difcord. He received the rebellious barons inta 
favour ; obfefved ftriftly the terms of peace, which he 
had granted them ; reftored them to their pofleiTions ; and 
endeavoured, by an equal behaviour, to bury all paft 
animo/tties in perpetual oblivion. The clergy alone, wha 
bad stdhcred to Lewis, were fufFerers in \his revolution. 
As they had rebelled againft their fpiritual fovereign, by 
cKfregardtng the interdict and excommunication, it was 
not in Pembroke's power to make any ftipulations it* their 
favour ; and Gualo, the legate, prepared to take venge- 
ance on them for their difobedience ^. Many of thent 
were depofed ; many fufpended ; fome baniihed ; and all 
who efcaped punifliment, made atonement for their of- 
fence, by paying large fums to the legate, who amaffed 
an immenfe treafure by this expedient. 

Thb earl of Pembroke furvived not long the pacifica-toeatbof 
tion which had been chiefly owing to his wifdom and va- the pro- 
lour ^ ; and he was fucceeded in the government by Peter tedor. 
des Roches, bifliop of Winchefter, and Hubert de Burgh, 
high judiciary. The councils of the latter were chiefly 
followed; and had he poflefled equal authority in the 
kingdom with Pembroke, he feemed to be every way 
worthy of 'filling the place of that virtuous citizen. But 
the licentious and powerful barons, who had once broken Some 
the reigns of fubjeftion to their prince, and had obtained commo- 
by violence an enlargement of the'u- liberties and indepcn- tions, 

dence. 



^ M. Paris, p 2^6. Chron. Dunft. vol. i. p 82. 
^ Brady's App^ No. 144. Chron. Dunft. vol. i. p. 83. 
" M. Paris, p. 2x0. 
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CHAP, dcnce, could ill be reftrained by laws under a minoriry f 
XII. and the people, no lefs than the king, fuffered from their 

^"^"^'^"'^^ outrages and diforders. They retained by force the royal 
^*™ caftles, which they had ufiirped during the part convul- 
fions, or which had been committed to their cuftody by 
the proteftor^: They ufurped the demefnes^: They 
Opprefled their vaffals : They infefted their weaker neigh- 
bours : They invited all dilbrderly people to enter in their 
retinue, and to live upon their lands : And they gave thera 
proteSion in all their robberies and extortions. 

No one was more infamous for thefe violent and ille- 
gal praSices than the earl of Albemar?e, who, thpugh he 
had early returned to his duty, and had been very fervice-* 
able in expelling the French, augmented to the utmoft 
the general licence, and committed outrages in all the 
counties of the North. In order to fupprcfs his diforders, 
Hubert feizcd an opportunity of getting poffeffion of 
Rockingham caftic, which Albemarle had garrifcMied wirfi 
his licentious retinue : But this nobleman, inftead of fub- 
jTjitting, entered into , a fecret cor^federacy with Fawkes 
de Breaute, Peter de Mauleon, and other barons, and 
both fortified the caftle of Biham for his defence, and 
made himfelf mafter by furprize of that of Fotheringay. 
Pandulf, who was reftored to his legatefhip in the place of 
Guato, was aSive in fuppreffing this rebellion ; and with; 
the concurrence of eleven bifhops, he denounced the fen- 
tencc of excommunication againft Albemarle and his ad- 
herents^: An army was levied: A fcutage of tenfhiK 
lingt a knight's fee was impofed on all the military te- 
nants: Albemarle's affociates gradually defertcd him: 
And he himfelf was at laft obliged to fue for mercy. He 
received a pardon, and was reftorcd to his whole eftate. 

This impolitic lenity, too frequent in thofe times, was 
probably the refuh of a combination among the barons, 
who could never endure to fee the total ruin of one of their 
own order : But it encouraged Fawkes dc Breaute, a mar* 
whom king John had raifed from a low origin, to pcrfc^ 
verc in the courfe of violence, to which he had owed his 
fortune, and to fet at nought all law and joflice. When 
thirty-five vcrdifls were at one time found againil him^ 
on account of his. violent expulfion of fo many freeholder* 

from 

® Trivet, p. r74. ' Rya^cr, vol. i p. 276^ 

^Chron. DuniL vol i. p. loa. 
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from their poffeflions ; he came to the court of juflicc C H A F. 
v/ith an armed force, feized the judge who had pronoun- XII. 
ced the fentences^ and imprifoned him in Bedford cafHe. ^"^->^'*^ 
He then levied open waragainft the king, but being fub- *^>6- 
ducd and taken prifoner, his life was granted him ; but 
his eftare was confifcated, and he was banifhed the king- 
dom '^- 

JusTiCE was executed with greater feverity againft laai. 
diforders lefs premeditated, which broke out in London. 
A frivolous emulation in a match of wreftling, between 
the Londoners on the one hand, and the inhabitants of 
Weftminfter, and ihofe of the neighbouring villages on 
the other, occafioned this commotion. The former rofe 
in a body, and pulled down fome houfes belonging to th« 
abbot of Weftminfter : But this riot, which, confidering 
the tumultuous difpofition familiar to that capital, would 
have been little regarded, feemed to become more ferious, 
by the fymptoms, which then appeared of the former at- 
tachment of the citizens to the French intereft. The pq- 
ptilace, in the tumult, made ufe of the cry of war com- 
monly employed by the French troops ; Mountjoy^ mount' 
joy J GoJ bilp us and our hrd Lewis, The jlifticiary made 
enquiry into the diforder; and finding one Conftantine 
' Fitz- Aroulf to have been the ringleader, an infolent man, 
who juftified his crime in Hubert's prefence, he proceed- 
ed againft him by martial law, and ordered him imme- 
diately to be hanged, without trial or form of procefs. 
He aifo cut off the feet of fome of Conftantine's accom- 
plices ^ 

Thi5 aft of power was complained of as an infringe- 
ment of the great charter: Yet the jufticiary, in a parli- 
ament, fummoned at Oxford (for the great councils about 
this time began to receive that appellation) made no fcru- 
pie to grant in the king's name a renewal and confirmation 
of that charter. When the aflembly made application to 
the crown for this favour; as a law in thofe times.feemed 
to lofc its validity J if not frequently renewed ; William 
' fdc Brie were, one of the council of regency, was fo bold as 
to fay openly, that thefe liberties were extorted by force, 

and 

^ Rymer, vol. i. p. 198. M. Paris, p. 221, 2z\. Ann. 
Wavcrl. p. 188. Chron. Dunft. vol. i. p. 141, 146. M. 
Weft. p. 283. '*' M. Paris, p. 217, ai8, 259. Ann. 

Wavcrl p. 187. Chron, Dunft. vol i. p. 129. 
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CHAP, and onght not to be obferved : But he was reprimanded bjr 

• XII. the archbifhop of Canterbury, and was not countenanced 

V'"^*' — ^ by the king or his chief minifters ^. A new confirmation 

1222. viras demanded and granted two years after ; and an aid, 

anKMJnting to a fifteenth of all moveables, was given by 

the parliament, in return for this indulgence^. The 

king iflued writs anew to the fheriflFs, commanding the ob- 

fervance of the charter; but he inferted a remarkable 

claufe in the writs, that thofe who paid not the fifteenth, 

jjiould not for the future be entitled to the benefit of thofe 

liberties^. 

The low (late, into which the crown was now fallen^ 
made it requifite for a good minifler to be attentive to the 
prefervation of the royal prerogatives, as well as to the 
fecurjty of public liberty.' Hubert applied to the pope, 
who had always great authority in the kingdom, and was 
now confidered as its fuperior lord ; and defired him to 
ilTue a bull, declaring the king to be of full age, and enti- 
tled to exercife in perfon all the afis of royalty ^. In con- 
fi^quence of this declaration, the judiciary refigned into 
Henry's hands the two important fortrefles of the Tower 
fini Dover caftle, which had been entrufted to his cuftody ; 
ju?d he required the other barons to imitate his example. 
They refufed compliance : The earls of Chefter and Al- 
bemarle, John conftable of Chefter, John de Lacy, Brian 
de Plfle, aad William de Cantel, with fome others j even 
formed a confp'iracy to furprize London, and met in arms 
at Waltham with tliat intention : But finding the king pre- 
pared for defence, they defifted from their enterprize. 
When fummoned to court, in order to anfwer for their 
ConduS, they fcrupled not to appear, and to confefs their 
defign : But they told the king, that they had no bad in- 
teotiqns againft his perfon, but only againft Hubert de 
Bprgh, wliom they were determined to remove from his 
cf5ce.\. They appeared too formidable to be chaftifed; 
and they were fo little difcouraged by the failure of their 
firft enterprize^ that they met again in arms at L^eicefter, 
in order to feize the king, who thenrefided at Northamp- 
ton : 

T M. -Weft. p. tSz^ ^ M. P^ri^ p. ^23. An% T. 

.Wykes,-p. 40, Chron. Dvnft. vol. i. p. iji. M. Weft, p, 
aS^.. Kojghton» p 2430. ^ Clauf. 9-^ J. m- 9 wd 
m. 0. d. ^ M. Paris, p. 2^0. ^ ChrQJdu P»itft. vpL i. 
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twi: ButHemy, informed of their pnrpofe, took care toC H AP, 
be fo wett armed and attended, that the barons found it XII. 
dangcirous to make the attempt ; and they fat down and ^^-^v— ^ 
kept their Chrtftmas in his neighbourhood ^. The arch- ^221. 
biftiop and the prelates, finding every thing tend towards 
a civil war, iBterpofed w\\^ their authority,* and threaten- 

* cd the barons with the fcntencc of excommunication, if 

' they perfifted in detaining the king's caftles. This me- 
nace at laft prevailed : Mod of the fortrefles were furren- 
<lcred; though the barons complained, that Hubert*s 

-cadles were foon after reftored to him, white the king 
ftill kept theirs in his own cuftody. There are faid to 
have been 1 1 1 5 caftles at that time in England ^. 

It muft be acknowledged, that the influence of the pre- 
lates and the clergy was often of very great fervice to the 

.public- Though the religion of that age can merit' no 
better name than that of fuperftition, it ferved to unite tb- 
gethcr a body of men who had great fway over the peo- 
ple, and who kept the community from falling to pieces, 
from the fadions and independent power of the nobles. 
And what was of great confequence, it threw a mightjr 
authority into the hands of men, who by their profeition 
were averfe to arms and violence ; who tempered by their 
mediation the general difpofition towards military enter- 
prizes ; and who ftill maintained, even amidft the (hock 
-of arms, thofe fecret links, without which it is im- 
'poflible for human fociety to fubfift. 

Notwithstanding thefe inteftine commotions in 
"England, and this precarious authority of the crown, 
Henry was obliged to carry on war in France, and he 
employed to that purpofc the fifteenth which had been 
•granted him by parliament. Lewis the eighth, who had 
Succeeded to his father, Philip, inftead of complying with 
Henry's c!aim, who demanded the reftitution of Nor- 
mandy and the other provinces, wrefted from England, 
made an irruption into Poiftou, took Rochelle ^ after a 
long fiege, and fecmed determined to expel the Englifh 
from the few provinces, which yet reniained to them. 
Henry fent over his uncle, and the earl of Salifbury ; to- 
gether with his brother prince Richard, to whom he had 

granted 

^ \JL Paris, p. Ill, Chron. Dunft. vol. i. p. 138. 
^ Coke's Comment, on Mag^Charta, chap. 17. 
■ Rymer, »ol.i. p. 269. Trivet, p. 179. 
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C H A P. gcantcd the earldom of ComwaU which had dch^ated to 
Xn. the crown. Salifbury flopped ihe progref^ of Lewis's 
. ^-^"^ ' arms, and retained the Poiaevin and Gafcon vaffals in their 
12ZZ. allegiance : But no military aSion of any moment was 
performed on either fide. The earl of Carnwali, after 
two years ftay in Guiennc, returned to England. 
1227. This prince was no ways turbvilent or fadious in bis 
difpofition : His ruling paflion was to amafs money, in 
which he fucceeded fp well as to become the richeft prince 
in Chriftendom : Yet his attention to gain fomctimes threw 
him into afts of violence, and gave difturbance to the go- 
vernment. There was a manor, which formerly had 
belonged to the earldom of Cornwal, but had been given 
away to Waleran de Ties, before Richard had been in- 
verted with that dignity, and while the earldom remained 
in the hands of the crown. Richard claimed this manor> 
and expelled the proprietor by force; : Waleran com- 
plained : The king ordered his brother to do juftice to the 
man, and reftore him to his rights : The earl faid, that he 
would not fubmit to thefe orders, tilj the caufe was decided 
ftgainft him by the judgment of his peers : Henry replied, 
that it was firft neceflary to re-inftate Waleran in poflef*- 
jRon, before the caufe could be tried : and he re-iterated 
his. orders to the earl ^ We may judge of the (late qf 
the government, when this affair had nearly produced a 
civil war. The earl of Cornwai, finding Henry perempv- 
tory in his demands, affociated himfelf with the young 
earl of Pembroke, who bad married hi? fiftcf, and who 
was difpleafed on account of the king's requiring him to 
deliver up fome royal cades which were in ^his cuik>dy. 
Thefe two malcontei)ts took into their confederacy the 
carls of.Chefter, Warenne, Glocefter, Heref6rd, War- 
wic, and Ferrers, who were all difgufted on a like ac- 
count^. They aflembled an army, which, the king had 
not the power or courage to refift ; and he was obliged to 
give his brother fatisfaSion, by grants of much greater 
importance than the manor, which had been the fiirft 
ground of the quarrel ^. 

The charaSer of the king, as he grew to man's efiate, 
became every day better known ; and he was found in 
every circumfiance totally unqualified for maintaining a 
proper fway among thofe turbulent barons, whom the 

.::.'. .: feudal 

• M. Paris, p. 233. :. .SJbid. ^.Ihid. ' 
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feudal conftitution fubjeQed to his authority. Gentle, C H A R> 
humane, and merciful even to a fault, he feems to have XII. 
- been ftcady in no other circumftance of his charader ; ^•""V"*^ 
but 40 have received every . impreflion from thofe who fur- *^*7» 
rounded him, and whom he loved, for the time, with the 
moft imprudent and mod unreferved affedion. Without 
aftivity or vigour, he was unfit to condu& war ; without 
policy or art, he was ill fitted to maintain peace : His re- 
fentments, though hafty and violent, were not dreaded^ 
while he was found to drop them with fuch facility ; his 
friendfhips were little valued, becaufe they were neither 
derived from choice, nor maintained with conftapcy. A 
proper pageant of ftate in a regular monarchy, where his 
miniilers could have conduced all affairs in his name and 
by his authority ; but too feeble in thofe diforderly times to 
fway a fcepter, whofe weight depended entirely on the 
firmnefs and dexterity of the hand, which held it. 

The aWeft and mod virtuous minifter, whom Henry Hubert 
ever poffeffed, was Hubert de Burgh '^; a man who had de Burgh 
been fteady to the crown in the moft difficult and dange-difplaccd/ 
rous times, and who yet (hewed no difpofition, in the 
height of his power, to enflave or opprefs the people. 
The only exceptionable part of his condud is that which 
is mentioned by Matthew Paris ^, if the faft is realty ^ 

true, and proceeded from Hubert's advice, namely, the 
recaUing publicly and annulling the charter of forefts, a 
conceffion fo reafonable in itfelf, and fo paflionatcly claim- 
ed both by the nobility and people : But it muft be con- 
fcfTed, that this meafure is fo unlikely, both from the cir- 
cumflances of the times and character of the minifter, that 
there is great reafon to doubt of its reality, efpecially as it 
is mentioned by no other hiftorian. Hubert, while he en- 
joyed his authority, had an entire afcendant over Henry^ 
and was loaded with honours and favours beyond any other 
fubjea. Befides acquiring the property of many caftles 
and manors, he married the eldeft fifter of the king of 
Scots, was created earl of Kent, and by an unufual con- 
ceffion, was made chief judiciary of England for life : ^^i4 
Yet Henry, in a fudden caprice, threw off this faithful 
minifter, and expofed him to the violent perfecutions of 
his enemies. Among other frivolous crimes objeSed to 

Vou II. K bim, 

» Ypod. Neuftria, p. 464. ^ P. aja. M. Weft. f. u9. 
afcribes this counfel to Peter Biihop of Winchefter. 
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CHAP, htfliy he was accufed of gaining the king's affeSions by en- 
Xn. chantnnent, and of purloining from the royal treafury a 
^•••"v*"*^ gem, which had the virtue to render the wearer invulnc- 
WJi. rable, and of fending this valuable curiofity to the prince 
of Wales ^. The nobility, who hated Hubert on ac- 
count of his zeal in refuming the rights and pofleinons of 
the crown, no fooner faw the opening, than they inflamed 
the king's animofity againft him, and puihed him to feek 
the total ruin of his minifler. Hubert took fanduary in a 
church: The king ordered him to be dragged from 
thence: He recalled thofe orders : He afterwards renewed 
them : He was obFiged by the clergy to reftore him to the 
ianduary: He conArained him foon after to furrendcr 
Hmfelf prifoner, and he confined him to the caftle of the 
Devifes. Hubert made his efcape, was expelled the 
kingdom, was again received into favour, recovered a 
great (hare of the king's confidence, but never (hewed 
any inclination to reinftate himfelf in his power and au- 
thority ^. 
Billiimof The man, who fucceeded him in the government of 
Wincnef* the king, and kingdom, was Peter, bi(hop of Winchefter, 
ter minU^ ^ PoiQevin by birth, who had been raifed by the late 
^' king, and who was no lefs diftingui(hed by his arbitrary 

principles and violent condu3, than by his courage and 
abilities. This prelate had been left by king John jufticiary 
and regent of the kingdom during an expedition which 
that prince made into France ; and his illegal adminiftra- 
tion was one chief caufe of that great combination among 
the barons, which finally extorted from the crown the 
charter of liberties, and laid the foundations of the Englifli 
conftitution. Henry, though incapable,- from his charac- 
ter, of purfuing the fame violent maxims, which had go- 
verned his father, had imbibed the fame arbitrary princi- 
ples ; and in profecution of Peter's advice, he invited over 
a great number of Poidevins and other foreigners, who, 
he believed, could more fafely be truft'ed than the £ngli(h, 
and who feemedrequifite to counterbalance the great and 
independent power of the nobility'. Every office and 
command was beftowed on thefe flrangers ; their rapacity 
cxhaufied the revenues of the crown, already tbo much 

impo- 

^ M. Paris, p. 259. " M. Paris, p. 259, 260, t6i, 
;«66. Chron. T. Wykes, p. 41, 42. CIm>n. Dunft. -vd^ i. 
>. 220, 221. M. W«ft. p. 291, 301. ^ M. Paris, p. 26|. 
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impoverilhed * ; they invaded the rights of the people ; C H AW 
and their infolence, ftill more provoking than their power, XII. 
drew on them the hatred and envy of all orders of men in ^^""V"*^ 
the kingdom ^. 

The barons formed a combination againft this odious i^j}, 
minlftry, and withdrew from parliament ; on pretence of 
-the danger, to which they were expofed from the machi- 
nations of the Poiftevins. When again fummoned to at- 
tendj they gave for an fwer, that the king ihould difmifs 
his foreigners from court : Otherwife they would drive 
both him and them out of the kingdom, and put the crown 
on another head, more worthy of wearing it ^ : Such was 
the ftyfe, which they ufed to their fovereign ! They at 
lad came to parliament, but fo well attended with armed 
followers, that they feemed in a condition to prefcribe 
laws to the king and miniflry. Peter des Roches, how- 
ever, had in the interval found means of fowing diflentiona 
among the barons, and of bringing over to his party the 
carl of Cornwal, as well as the earls of Lincoln and Chef- 
ter. The confederates were difconcerted in their mea- 
fures: Richard^ earl Marefchal, who had fucceeded to 
that dignity on the death of his brother, William, was 
chafed into Wales ; he thence withdrew into Ire- 
land 5 where he was treacheroufly murdered by the con- 
trivance of the bifhop of Winchefter ^. The eftates of 
the more obnoxious barons were confifcated, without le- 
gal fentenceor trial by their peers ^ and were bellowed 
with a pfofufe liberality on thfe Poiftevins. Peter even 
carried his mfolence fo far as to fay publicly, that the ba- 
rons of England muft not pretend to put themfelves on the 
fame footing with thofe of France, oraflumethe fame li- 
berties and privileges : The monarch had a more abfolutc 
power in the one country than in the other. It would have 
been more juftifiable for him to fay, that men, fo un- 
willing to fubmit to the authority of laws, could with the 
worfe grace claim any flielter or proteSion from them/ 

When the king, at any time, was checked inhisille- 
gal pradices, and the authority of the great charter was 
ebjeded to him, he was wont to reply : •* Why fhould I 
obferve this charter, which is negleded by all my gran- 

K y4 decs, 

' * (Jhxon. Dunft. vol. i. p. 151. ^ M. Paris^ P-^S8« 

*■ M. Paris, p 265. N ehron. Dunft. voL i p. 4ia 

<^M. Paris, p. a6s. . r , /. 
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CHAP, decs, both prelates and nobility ?'* It was very reafonably 

Xn. replied : ** You ought,, fir, to fet them the example *." 
>_*- V— *--' So violent a miniftry as that -of the bi(hop of Winchcf- 
1^33- ter, could not be of long duration ; but its fall proceeded 
at laft from the influence of the church, not from the ef^ 
forts of the nobles. Edmond, the prefent primate, came 
to court, attended by many of the other prelates ; and re* 
prefented to the king the pernicious meafures embraced by 
Peter des Roches, the difcontents of his people, the ruin 
of his affairs ; and afiter requiring the di(mii&on of the 
minifter and his affociates, threatened him with the fen- 
tence of excommunication, in cafe of his refufal. Henry, 
who knew that an excommunication, fo agreeable to the 
fenfe of the people, could not fail of operating the moft 
dangerous effeSs, was obliged to fubmit : Foreigners were 
banifhed : The natives were reftored to their place in 
council^: The primate, who was a man of prudence, and 
who took care to execute the laws and obferve the charter 
of liberties, bore the chief fway in the government. 
1236. But the£ngli(h in vain flattered themfelves that they 
14th Ja- (hould be long free ftom the dominion of foreigners. The 
noary. \iing, having married Eleanor, daughter to the count of 
Provence ^, was furrounded by a great Number of firan« 
Kin^s gers from that country, whom he carefled with the fond- 
paruality eftaffedion, and enriched by an imprudent generofiiy ^. 
^. ^^ The bifhop of Valence, a prelate of the houfe of Savoy, 
^^^SP^^' and maternal uncle to the queen, was his chief minifter, 
and employed every art to amafs wealth for himfelf and 
his relajtions. Peter of Savoy, another brother of the 
fame family, wasinvefted in the honour of Richmond, and 
received the rich wardfhip of earl Warenne : .Boniface of 
Savoy was promoted to the fee of Canterbury : Many 
young ladies were invited over from Provence, and mar- 
ried to the chief noblemen of England, who were the 
king's wards ^ : And as the fource of Henry's bounty began 
to fail, his Savoyard Miniftry applied to Rome, and ob« 
tained a bull ; permitting him to refume all paft grants ^ 
abiblving him from the oath, which he had taken to main* 
tain them ; even enjoining him to make fuch a refump* 

tioo^ 

*• M. Paris, p. 609. « Ibid. p. 271, ijz. '^ Rym. 
▼ol. i. p. 488. M. Paris, p. 286 u ^j; p^jj,^ p. ^^(^ 

301, 305, 316, $±i, M. Weft. p. 302, 304. ^ VLH- 
m, f. 484. M. Weft. p. 338. 
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tion, and rqwefcnting thefe grants as invalid, on account C H A P; 
of the prejudice which enfued from them to the Roman XII. 
pontiff, in whom the fuperiority of the kingdom was vcf- ^•*""v*"^ 
ted ^. The oppofition, made to the intended refumption^ 1236. 
prevented it from taking effe£k ; but the nation faw the 
indignities, to which the king was willing to fubmit, in' 
order to gratify the avarice of his foreign favourites. 
About the fame time, he publifhed in England the fen*- 
tence of excommunication, denounced againft the cm- 
peror Frederick, his brother in law ^ ; and faid in excufe, 
that, being the pope^s vaflal, he was obliged by his al- 
legiance to obey all the commands of his holinefs. In 
this weak reign, when any neighbour infulted the king's 
dominions, inilead of taking revenge for the injury, he 
complained to the pope as his fuperior lord* and begged 
him to give proteSion to his vaflal ^. 

The refentment of the Englifli barons rofe lugh at theGricr- 
preference given to foreigners ; but no remonftrances t^ccs. 
and complaints could ever prevail on the king to abandon 
them, or even to moderate his attachtncnt towards them. 
After the Provencals and Savoyards might have been fup» 
pofed prtitty well fatiated with the dignities and riches, 
• which they had acqutrcd, a new fet of hungry foreigners 
were invited over, and Ihared among them thofe favours, 
which the king ou^ht in policy to have conferred on the 
Englrfli nobiluy, by whom his government could have 
been fupported and defended. His mother Ifabella, who 
had been tirvjui^ly taken by the late king from the count 
de la Marche, to whom (he was betrothed, was no foon- 
cr mirtrefsof herfelf by the death of her hu(band, than 
Ihe married that nobleman*; and jBie had borne him |jj,^^ 
fourtonsj Guy, William, Geofirey, andAymer, whom 
(he feni over to England to pay a vifit to their brother. 
The good natured and affedionate difpofition of Henry 
was moved at the fight of fuch near relations ; and he con- 
sidered neither his own circumftances, nor the hun^ours 
of his people, in the honours and riches, which h? con- 
ferred upon them ^, Complaints rofe as high againft the 
credit of the Gafcon as ever they had done againft that of 
the Poidevin and of the Savoyard favourites ; and to ^ 
nation prejudiced againft tbeniy all their meafqres appear- 



ed 
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CHAP.ed criminal and exceptionable. Violations of the great 
Xn. charter were frequently mentioned ; and it is indeed more 

\^^y- ^ jfjgjj probable, that foreigners, ignorant of the lawrs, and 

1247. relying. on the boundlefs afiFe6lions of a weak prince^ 
would, in an age, when a regular adminiftration was not 
any where knpwn, pay more attention to their prefent in- 
tereil than to the liberties of the people. It is reported, 
that the Poiftcvins and other ftrangers, when the laws were 
1^ any time appealed to, in oppofition to their opprefljons, 
fcrupled not to reply, What did the EngUp lawsjignify to 
tbemf Tbey minded them not. And as words are often 
more offenHve than adions, this open contempt of the 
£ngti(h tended much, to aggravate the general difcontent, 
and made every zGt of violence, committed by the 
foreigners, appear not only an injury, but an afifront to 
them ^. 

I RECKON not among the violations of the great char- 
ter fome arbitrary exertions of prerogative, which Henry's 
neceflities obliged him to pra3ife, and which, without 
producing any difcpntent, were uniformly continued by 
all his fucceflors, till the laft century. As the parliament 
ofteii refufed him fupplies^ and that in a manner fbme- 
what riide and indecent % he obliged his opulent fubjeSs, 
iparticularly the citizens of London, to grant him loans of 
imoney ^t and it i^ natural tp imagine, that the fame want 
of OBConomy, which reduced him to the neceffity of bor*- 
towing, would prevent jhim from being very pun3ual in 
the payment/. He demanded benevolences or pretended 
Toluntaiy coptributions from his nobility and prelates ^. 
He was thefirfl king of England fince the conqueA, who 
could fairiy be ifaid to lie under the reftraint of law ; and 
hewas alfo thefirft who pfadifed the difpenfing power, 
and employed the famous claufe of Non-obftante in his 
grante and patents. X^hcn objedions were made to this 
novelty, he replied, .that the pope exercifed that authority; 
and why might he not imitate the example ? But the abufe, 
which the pope made of his difpenfing power, in violat- 
ii^ the canons of general councils, in invading the privi- 
leges and cuftomsof all particular churches, and in ufurp- 
ing on the rights df patrons, was more likely to excite 

the 



^ M. Parisr p. 566, 666. Ann. Wavcrl. p. 214. Chton 
>unft. vol. i.p. 335. » M. r * 
p. 406. <* M. Paris, f. 5©7 
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the jealpufy of the people, than (o reconcile them to ^C H A n 
fimilar pradic^ in their civil government. Roger de*"^ XIL 
Thurkelby, one of the king's juft ices, was fo difpleafed ^*""v*^ 
with the precedent, that he exclaimed, Alas I what t$me$ fMll* 
are we fallen into f Bebold, ibe civil court is corrupted iu 
imitation of tie ecclefiafiical, and the river is poifonidfrom 
that fountain. 

The king's partiality andprofufe bounty to hisforetga 
relations, and to their friends and favourites, would hav^ 
appeared more tolerable to the Englifh, had any thing 
been done meanwhile for the honour of the natioOp or 
had Henry's enterprizes in foreign countries, been attend* 
ed with any fuccefs or glory to himfelf or to the public : At 
leaft, fuch military talents in the kii^ would have fervc4 
to keep his barons in awe, and have given weight 2|q4 
authority to his government. But though he declared 
war againft Lewb IX. in 1 242, and made an expeditioa 
into Guienne, upon the invitation of his father-ia^bw, 
the count de la Mardie, who promifed to jinn him with 
all his forces; he was unfuccemiil in bis attempts againft 
that great monarch, was worfted at Taillebourg, wa^ 4e^ 
ferted by his allies, loft what remained to him of Poi^ou^ 
and was obliged to return, with fome lois of honour, into 
England "• The Gafcon noUlity wefe attached to the 
Engliih government ; becaufe the diftance of their fover 
reign allowed them to remain in a ftate of almpft total 
independence: And they claimed, fome time ai&er» 1253. 
Hennr's protedion againft an invaiion, which the kifl^ of 
Caftile made upon that territory. Henry returned into 
Ouienne, and was more fucceisnil in this expedition ; but 
he thereby involved himfelf and his nobility in ^n enor- 
mous debt, whidi both encreafed their difeontefitv ^ 
expofed him to greater danger from their enteiprizes h 

Want of oeconomy and an ill judged liberality were 
Henry's great defeSs; and his debts, even before this 
expedition, had become fo trouUefonnie to him» that he 
fold all his plate and jewels, in order to difcharge them. 
When this expedient was^ firft propofed to him, he al9s;^^, 
where be wovdd find purchafers ? It was replied, tl^c citi- 
zens of London. On my word, faid he, if the trefi/ury 
/if Augujius were brougbt to market^ tbe citizim are Me 

« M. Paris, p; 393, 394t.398» 399» 405i^ W. *€enii»jE. 
p. 574. Chron. Duaft. voL 1. p. 153. .^ ML fm$, f.oi^ 
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CH kV. to be the purcbafers : Tbefe clowns ^ who affume to tbem^ 
Xn. felves tbe name of barons^ abound in every thing, %vbile we 
V"^^^""**^ are reduced to necejffitiei ^, And he was thenceforth ob- 
^*53' fcrved to be more forward and greedy in his exadions 
upon thetritizens ^. 
EcclefiaC- Bu^ the grievances, which the Englifh had reafon to 
ticalgne- complain of in th.e civil government during this reign, 
ytnces. j^^j^j ^^ j^^^^ y^^^j^ ^\\\ j^fg burthenfome than thofe which 
they underwent from the ufurpations and exadions of the 
court of Rome. On the death of Langton, in 1228, the 
monks of Chrift-church elefled Walter de Hemefham, 
one of their own body, for his fucceffor : But as Henry 
refiifed to confirm the eledion, the pope, at his defire, 
annulled it^ ; and immediately appointed Richard, chan^ 
cellpr of Lincoln, for archbiftiop, without waiting for a 
new eledion. On the death of Richard in 1231, the 
monks clefted Ralph de Neville bifhop of Chichefter; 
and though Henry was much pleafed with the eledion, 
the pope who thought that prelate too much attached to 
the crown, afTumed the power of annulling his ele^ion *'. 
He rejefted two clergymen more,^«rhomlhe monks had 
(ucceffively chofcn; and he at lad told them, thfit, if 
they^ould elcd Edmond, treafurer of the church of 
Salifbury, he would confirm their choice ; and his nomi^ 
;nati6n was complied with. The pope had the prudence 
to appoint both times very worthy primates; but men 
could not forbear obfervtng his intention of thus drawing 
gradually to himfclf the right of beftowing that impor- 
tant dignity. * . 

The avarice, however, more than- ambition of the 
fee of Rome, feems to have been in this age the ground 
of general cbmplaiiit. The papal nunifters, finding a 
vaft (lock of power, amalTed by their 4)rcdece{rors, were 
defirous of turning it to prefent profit, which they en- 
joyed at hom^, rather than of enlarging their authority in 
diftant countries, where they never intended to refide. 
^very thing was become venal in the Romifh tribunals ; 
fimoiiy was openly pradifed ; no favours and even no 
juftice coulc^be obtained without a briber the higheft bid- 
der wasfure to have the preference, without reg^d either 
' - - ' • -'.'•.■■ / . . ^ to 

« M. Paris, p. SOI. ^ M. Paris, p. joi, 5^7 > 5*8, 

578, 60$, 625, 648. ** M. Pari*^ p. 2^44- ^ M- P^> 
p. 254. 
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to the merits of the perfon or of the caufe ; and befi^es CHAP, 
the ufual perv^rfions of riffht in the decifion of contro- XII. 
vcrfies, the pope openly affumed an abfolute and uncon- ^"— ^^•^**^ 
troled authority of fetting afide, by the plenitude of hi« **5> 
apoftolic power, all particular rules and all privileges of 
patrons, churches and convents ^. On pretence of re- 
medying thefe abufes, pope Honorius, in 1226, com- 
plaining of the poverty of his fee as the fource of all 
grievances, demanded from every cathedral two of the 
beft prebends, and from every convent two monks por- 
trons, to be fet apart as a perpetual and fettled revenue of 
the papal croNvn ; but all men being fenfible, that the 
revenue would continue for ever, and the abufes imme- 
diately return, his demand was unanimoufly rejeftcd ^, 
About three years after, the pope demanded and obtained 
the tenth of all eccleflaftical revenues, which he levied in 
a very oppreflive manner ; requiring payment before the 
-clergy had drawn their rents or tythes, and fending about 
iifurers, who advanced them the money at exorbitant in- 
-tereft ^ In the year 1240, Otho, the legate, having in 
vain attempted the clergy in a body, obtained feparately, 
-by intrigues and menaces, large fums from the prelates 
and convent, and on his departure is faid to have carried 
more money out of the kingdom than he left in it ^. 
.This experiment was renewed four years after with equsd 
■fuccefs by Martin the nuncio, who brought from Rome 
powers of fufpending and excommunicating all clergy- 
men, that refufed to comply with his demands *\ The 
king, who relied on the pope for the fupport of his tot- 
tering authority, never failed to countenance thefe cxac- 
ti<ms'^. 

Meanwhile, all the chief benefices of the king- / 
dom were conferred on Italians ; great numbers of that 
nation were fent over at one time to be provided for ; 
non-refidence and pluralities were carried to an enormous 
height ; Manfel, the king's chaplain^ is computed to have 
' held 

^ M. Paris, p. 290, 308, 345, 375, 421, 469, 483, 
'537« 609. Ann. Burt, p. 309. M. Weft. p. 305, 313, 333, 
336. ** M Paris, p. 226, 227, 228. Chron. Dunft. 
voli.p. 161. M. Weft. p. 284. ^ M. Paris, p. 24S. 
' ^ M. Paris, p. 355, 360, 361, 366, 371. * M. Paris, p. 
434. '^ M. Paris, p. 376, 612, 613. 
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held at once feven hundred ecclefiaftical liviogs ^ ; and 
the abufes became fo evident as to be palpable to theUiod-* 
nefs of fuperftition itfejf. The people, entering into af- 
'^53* fociationsy rofe in tumults againft the Italian clergy $ 
pillaged their barons ; wafted their fieldd ; inTulted the 
perfons of fuch of them as they found in the kingdom ^ ; 
and when the judiciaries made enquiry into the authors 
of this diforder, the guilt was found to involve fo many, 
and thofe of fuch high rank, that it pafied unpunifhed. 
At laft, when Innocent IV. in 124$, called a general 
council at Lyons, in order to excommunicate the emptor 
Frederic, the king and nobility fent over dgents to com* 
plain before the council of the avarice of the Romiih 
diurch. They reprefented among many other grievances^ 
that the benefices of the Italian clergy in England had 
been eftimated, and were found to anuHint to 60,000 
marks ^ a year, a fum whidi exceeded the annual reve-> 
sue of the crown itfelf ^. They obuined only an eva* 
iive anfwer from the pope ; Imt as nciention had been 
made before the council, of the feudal fubjedionof Eng^ 
land to the^ee of Rome, the Engli(h agents, at whofe 
head was Roger Btgod, earl of NorfoUc, exclaimed againft 
that pretenfion, and irftfted, that king John had bo rt^^ 
without the confent of his barons, to tubbed the kingdom 
16 fo ignominious, a fervitude \ The popes indeed, afraid 
of carrying matters too far againft England, feem thence^ 
forth to have little infifted on that exorbitant preten£em 
This check, received at the council of Lyons, was 
not able to flop the court of Rome in its career : Inno* 
cent, exaded the revenues of all vacant benefices, the 
twentieth of all ecclefiaftical revenues without exception; 
the third of fuch as exceeded a hundred mnks a year ; 
the half of fuch as were pofteffed by non-reiidems^. 

He 

^ M. Paris, p. 575. M Weft. P.3S3. * Rymer, vol. 
i. p. 323. M. Paris, p. 2$$, 257. Ann. Burt. p. aSo, aSi. 
Chion. Dunft. vol. i. p. 207. ^ Innocent's bull in R/mer» 
vol. i.p. 471. ^ysonly 50,000 marks a year. 

^ M. Paris, p. 451. The cuftoms were part of Henryf* 
revenue, and amounted to 6000 pounds a year : They were 
at firft fmall fums paid by the merchants for the ufe of the 
king's warehoufesf, meafiires, weights, &c. See Gilbert's 
hiftoiy of theExch. p. 214. 

^ i/L Paris, p. 460. * M. Paris, p. 480. Ann. Burt, 
P 3«>S. 373- 
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He claimed the goods of all intcftatc clergymen*; heCHAF. 
pretended a title to inherit all money got by ufury j he XIL 
levied voluntary contributions from the people ; and when *^-"v**-^ 
the king, <;ontrary to his ufual praSicc, prohibited thefe **Si* 
exaS:ions» he threatened to denounce againft him the 
fame cenfiures^ which he had emitted againft the emperofy 
FrcdricS 

But the moftoppreffive expedient,, employed by the ia<c. 
pope, was the embarking Henry in a projeft for the con- 
queft of Naples, or Sicily on this fide the Fare, as it was 
called ; an enterprize, which threw much difhonour on 
the king, and involved him, during fome years, in great 
cxpence and trouble. The Romifti church, taking ad- 
vantage of favourable incidents, had reduced the king- 
dom o£ Sicily to the fame ftate of feudal vaffafRge, whidi 
(he pretended to extend over England, and which by rea- 
son of the diftancc, as well as high fpirit of this latter 
kingdom, (he was not able to maintain. After the death 
of the emperor* Frederic II. the fuccefHon of Sicily de- 
volved to Conradine, grandfon to that monarch; and 
Mainfiroy, his natural fon, under pretence of governing 
the kingdom during the infancy of the prince, had form- 
ed a fcheme of eftablifhing his own authority. Pope 
Innocent IV, who had carried on violent war againfl the 
emperor, Frederic, and endeavoured to difpoffels him of 
his Italian dominLonsj fill I continued hoftilities againfl: his 
grandfon; but being difappointed in all his fchemes by 
thea<3:iviry and artifices of Mainfroy, he found that his 
own force alone was not fufficient to bring to happy iffue 
fo great an enterprize. He pretended to difpofeof the 
Sicilian crown, both as fuperior lord of that particular 
kingdom, and as vicar of Chrift, to whom all kingdoms 
of the earth were fubjefled; and he made a tender of 
it to Richard earl of Cornwal, whofe immenfc riches, 
he flattered himfelf, would be able to fupport the military 
operations againft Mainfroy. As Richard had the pru- 
dence to refufe the prefent °, he applied to the king, 
whofe levity and thoughtlefs difpofition gave him more 
hopes of Aiccefs ; and he offered him the crown of Sicily 
for his fecond fon, Edmond ^. Henry, allured by fo 

mag- 

» M Paris, p. 474. c M. Paris, p. 476. ^ M. 
Paris, p.6sq. » Rymer, p. 50Z, 51 a, 530. M. Paris, 
p, 599, 613, 
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CHAP.magnificent a gift, without refleSing-on the confcquen- 
, XII. ces, without confulting either with his brother or the par- 
y-'~^^'-^ liamcnt, accepted of this infidious propofal ; and gave 
^^SS' the pope unlimited credit to expend whatever fums he 
thought ncccffary for compleating the conqueft of Sicily, 
Innocent, who was engaged by his own interefls to make 
war with Mainfroy, was g!ad to carry on his enterprizes 
at the expcnce of his ally : Alexander IV. who fucceeded 
him in the papal throne, continued the fame policy: 
And Henry was furprized to find himfelf on a fudden 
involved in an immenfe debt, which he had never been 
confuked in contrafiting. The fum already amounted to 
135,541 marks befides intereft ^ ; and he had the profpeQ, 
if he anfwcred this' demand, of being foon loaded with 
more exorbitant expences ; if he refufed it, of both in- 
curring the pope's difpleafure, and of Iqfing the crown of 
Sicily, which he hoped foon to have the glory of fixing 
on the he^d of his fon. 

He appliied to the parliament for fupply ; and that he 
might befccure of not meeting with oppofition, hcffent no 
writs to the more refra^ory barons: But even thofe who 
were fummoned, fenfible of the rediculous cheat, in»- 
pofed by the pope, determined not to lavifli their money 
on fuch chimerical pro] efts, and making a pretext of 
the abfence of their brethren, they refufed to take the 
king's demands into confideration ^. In this extremity 
the clergy were his only refource ; and as both their tem- 
poral and fpiritual fovereign concurred \n loading them, 
they were ill able to defend tbemfelv^s againft this united 
authority. 

The pope piibliihed a crufade for the conqueft of Si- 
cily ; and required every one, who had taken the crofs 
againft the infidels, or had vowed to advance money for 
that enterprize, to turn the war againft Mainfroy, a 
more terrible enemy, as he pretended, to the chriftian 
faith than any Saracen ". He levied a tenth on all ec- 
clefiaftical benefices in England for three years ; and gave 
orders to excommunicate all bilhops, who made not punc- 
tual payment. He granted to the king the goods of in-» 
teftate clergymen ; the revenues of vacant benefices ; the 
revenues of all non-refidents \ ^But thefc taxations, 

being 

' Rymer, vol. 1. p. 587. Chron. Dunft. vol. J. p. 319. 
^ M Paris, p 614. ^ Rymer, vol i. p. 547, 548, &c. 
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being levied by fome rule, were deemed lefs grievous, GH At* 
than another arbitrary im{>oritiony which arofe from the XIL 
fuggeftion of the bi(hop of Hereford, and which 1 light ^^— "v*^ 
have opened the door to endlefs and intolerable abufes. '^SS* 

That prelate, who refided at the court of Rome by 
a deputation from the Englifli church, drew bills of dif- 
ferent values, but amounting in the whole to 150,54a 
marks, on all the bilhops and abbots of the kingdom ; 
and granted thefe bills to Italian merchants, who, it was 
pretended, had advanced money for the fervice of the 
war againft Mainfroy ^. As there was no likelihood of - 
the Englifli prelates fubmitting, without compulfion, to 
fuch an extraordinary demand, Ruftand, the legate, was 
charged with the office of employing his authority to that 
purpofe ; and he fummoned an afTembly of the bilhops. 
and abbots, whom he acquainted with the pope's and the. 
king's pleafure. Great were the furprize and indignation 
of theaffembly: The bifhop of Worcefter exclaimed, 
that he would lofe his life rather than comply : The bi- 
(liopot London faid, that the pope and king were more 
powerAil than he ; but if his mitre were taken o£F his 
head, he would clap on a helmet in its place ^. The le- 
gate was no lefs violent on the other hand ; and he told 
the affembly, in plain terms, that all ecclefiaftical bene- 
fices were the property of the pope, aod he might difpofe 
of them, either in whole or in part, as he faw proper ^. 
In the end, the biQiops and abbots, being threatened with 
excommunication, which made all their revenues fall into 
the king's hands, were obliged to fubmit to the exadion : 
And the only mitigation which the legate allowed them, 
was, that the tenths, already granted, (hould be accepted 
as a partial payment of the bills. But the money was dill 
infufficient for the pope's purpofe : The conqueft of Si- 
cily was as remote as ever : The demands which came 
from Rome were endlefs : Pope Alexander became fo ur« 
gent a creditor, that he fent over a legate into England ; 
threatening the kingdom with an interdid, and the king 
' with excommunication, if the arrears, which he pretend- 
ed to be due to him, were not ii^ntly remitted^: And ~ 

at 

^ M. Paris, p. 6 1 a, 618. Chron. T. Wykes, p. 54. 
^ M. Paris, p, 614. ^ M Paris, p, 619. ^ Rymcr, 
voL i. p. 614, M. Paris, p. 648. 
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C H A P. at laft, Heniy, fenfibleiof the cheat, began to think of 
XII. breaking off the agreement, and of refigning into the 
^-^-v-**-^ pope*8 hands that crown, which, it was not intended by 

'*SS- Alexander, that he or his family (hould ever enjoy ^. 
Earl of • The earl of Cornwal had now reafon to value himfelF 
^^«^ on his forefight, in refufing the fraudulent bargain with 
2!r^ Rome, and in preferring the folid honours of an opu- 
ibe^Ro- '^"^ *^^ powerful prince of the blood in England, before 
the empty and precarious glory of a foreign dignity. But 
he had not always firmnefs fufficient to adiiere to this re* 
£3lution : His vanity and ambition prevailed at laft over 
his prudence and his avarice; and be was engaged in an 
enterprize no lefs expenfive and vexatious than that of his 
brother, and not attended with much greater probability 
of fuccefs. The immenfe opulence of Richard having 
made the German princes caft their eye on him as a can- 
didate for the empire ; he was tempted to expend vaft 
fums of money on his eleftion, and he fucceeded fo far as 
to be chofen king of the Romans, which feemed to ren- 
der his fucceflion itifallible to the imperial throne. He 
went over into Germany, and carried out of the king- 
dom no lefs a fum than feven hundred thoufand marks, if 
we may believe the account of fome antient authors '» 
which is probably much exaggerated ^. His money^ 
while it lafted, procured him friends and partizans : But 
k was foon drained from him by the rapacity of the Ger- 
nan princes ; and having no perfonal or family connex- 
ions 

^ Rymer, vol. i. p. 630. ^ M. Paris, p. 638. The fame 
author, a few pages before, makes Richard's treafures amount 
to little more than half the fum, p. 634. The king's dif- 
lipations and expences, throughout his whole reign, according 
to the iame authw, had amounted only to ^bout 940,000 
marks, p. 63S. 

<^ The fums mentioned by antient authors, who were all * 
monks, are often improbable, and never confident. But we 
know firom an infallible authority, the public remonftrance to 
the council of Lyons, that the king*s revenues were below 
60,000 marks a year: His brother therefore conld never 
have been mafter of 700,000 marks* e&ecially as he did not 
fell his eftates in England, as we learn from the fame author ; 
And we hear ojlerwanls of his ordering all his woods to be cut 
down^ in order to fatisfy the rapacity of the German princes : 
His ibn Aicceeded to the earidon of Comwal and his other re^ 
venues. 
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ipns in that country, no folid foundation of power, he C H A P« 
found at iaft, that he had lavifhed away the frugality of XII. 
a whole life, in order to procure a fplendid title, and that ^^-"v^^ 
his abfence from England, joined to the weaknefs of his '^55* 
brother's government, gave reins to the faSious and 
turbulent difpofitions of the Englifli barons, and involved 
his own country and family in infinite calamities. 

The fuccefsful revolt of the nobility from king John, DifcoQ. 
and their impofing on him and his fucceifors limitations tents of 
of the royal power, had made them feel their own weight the ba« 
and importance, had fet a dangerous precedent of re- roos. 
fiftance, and being followed by a long minority, had im- 
poverifhed, as well as weakened that crown, which they 
were at lafl induced, from the fear of worfe confequen- 
ces, to re-place on the head of young Henry, In the 
king's fituation, either great abilities and vigour were 
requifite to overawe barons, or great caution and re* 
ferve to give them no pretence for complaints ; and it 
muft be confefTed, that this prince was poffefTed of nei- 
ther of thefe talents. He had not prudence to choofe 
right meafures ; he wanted even that conftancy which 
fometimes gives weight to wrong ones ; he was entirWy 
abandoned to his favourites, who were always foreigners; 
he lavifhed on them without difcretion his diminiihed 
revenue ; and finding, that his barons indulged their dif- 
pofition towards tyranny, and obferved not to their own 
vaf&ls the fame rules, which they had impofed on the 
crown, he was apt, in his adminiflration, to negled all 
the falutary articles of the great charter, which he re- 
marked to be fo little regarded by his nobility. This 
conduS had extremely leffened his authority in the king- 
dom ; had multiplied complaints againft him ; and had 
frequently expofed him to affronts, and even to dange- 
rous attempts upon his prerogative. In the year 1244, 
when he defired a fupply from parliament, the barons, 
complaining of the frequent breaches of the great char- 
ter, and of the many fruitlefs applications which they had 
formerly made for the redrefs of this and other grievances, 
demanded in return that he fhould give them the nomi- 
nation of the |reat jufliciary and of the chancellor, to 
whofe hands chiefly the adminiftration of juftice was com- 
mitted ; and, if we may aedit the hiflerian % they had 

formed 

^ M. Paris, p. 43a. 
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CHAP, formed the plan of other limitations, as well as of af^ 
XII. fociattons to maintain them, which would have reduced 

^""'^^ — the king to be an abfolute cypher, and have held the 
■^5S* crown in perpetual pupillage and dependence. The king*, 
to fatisfy them, would agree to nothing but a renewal of 
the charter, and a general permiflion to excommui^icate 
all the violaters of it : And he received no other fupply, 
except their confcnt to levy a fcutage of twenty fliillings 
on each knight's fee for the marriage of his elded daugh- 
ter to the king of Scotland ; a burthen, which was ex- 
prefsly annexed to their feudal tenures. 

Four years after, in a very full parliament, when 
Henry demanded a new fupply, he was openly reproached 
with the breach of his word, and the frequent violations 
of the charter. He was aflced, whether he did not bhiih 
to defire any aid from his pepple, whom he profefledly 
hated and defpifed, to whom on all occafions he preferred 
aliens and foreigners, and who groaned under the op- 
preffions, which he either permitted or exercifed over 
them. He was told, that, befides difparaging his no- 
bility by forcing them to contraft unequal and mean 
nwrriages with ftrangers, no rank of men was fo low as 
to efcape vexations from him or his minifters that even 
the viQuals confumed in his houfhold, the deaths which 
himfelf and his fervants wore, ftill more the wine, which 
they ufed, were all taken by violence from the lawiFiil 
owners, and no compenfation was ever made them for 
the injury ; that foreign merchants, to the great prejudice 
and infamy of the kingdom, fhunned the Eoglifti har- 
bours, as if they werfe pofleffed by pyrafes, and the com* 
merce with all nations was thus cut off by thele violences; 
that lofs was added to lofs, and injury to injury, while 
the merc!)ants, who had been defpoiled of their goods, 
were alfo obliged to carry them at their own charges to 
whatever place the king was pleafed to appoint them ; 
that even the poor fijfhermen on the coaft could not 
efcape his opprcflions and thofe of his courtiers ; and find- 
ing that they had not the full liberty of difpofing of their 
commodities in the Englifli market, were frequently cort- 
firained to carry them to foreign ports, and to hazard 
all the perils of the ocean rather than thofe which awaited 
them from his oppreflive emiffaries ; and that his very 
religion vas a ground of complaint to his fubjefts, while 
they obferved, that the waxen tapers and fplendid filks, 

em- 
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Mipkayed in fd mmf wMi proceflions were the i)wHiOH^an 
ivhichhe hadfordbly ntTtflied from tbeliptte bmm%\ ^ jttt 
^hrou^ioot this remonflraiice^ in which the compkoilS)^ '^'•^ 
ikrived from an abufe of the anttcnt right of mirr«7«> ^^^99* 
aoce, may be fuppofed to be fomewhat exaggerated^ tbttt 
appears a ftrange mixture of regal tyrtfmy in the prao» 
tices which gave rife to it, and of ariftocratical liberty or 
rather licemioufneft in the expreflions empk^ed by the 
parliament. But a mixture of this kind is oMervabte ift 
ftU the anttent feudal governments ; and both y(bf themi 
proved eqaaUy hurtful to the people. 

As the idng, in anfwer to their remonftraaoe^ ga^ the 
parliament only good words and fair promilesj attended 
with the moft humble fubmiiSons, in^ch they had theti 
found deceitM, he obtained at diat time no fupply ; an^ 
therefore in the year j%Sit when he fdand himfeff a|^ 
under the neoeffity of applying to ptt1iamenC> he had pt&^. 
Tided himlelf of a new pr^ente, which he deemed i»« 
fallible, and taking the voW of a crufade, he deMande^ 
their a^ftance in that pious em^r{>ri2>e\ The pakia« 
ment, however, for ibme time Templed compltance ; and 
the ecdefiafticd Ofrder fent a deplutation of four preliftei> 
the primate, the biftops of Winthi^er, SiM)try^ \tA 
CarUfle, in order to remonftrate with htm on bis frei 
^uent vidattoM of their fA-iviteges^/th^ opp^effions wlM 
which he had loaded them and all his fubje6ls', and the 
finamonical and foPced el66Uoiis; wliicb were made to "" ^ .. 
vacant dignities. ^^ It it true," replied the lang^ f 

^' I hffve btbn fomewhat faulty in this panrticiilar: tob:-* 
*• traded you, 4i^ lord of Ci<*crbOTy, upon yeuf fee^ ; /, 

*^ I wasci)liged «o empl<^ btth (»itreatie$ and nuenHtc^ \ /^ 

^ my lord ctf Wincheiler, to have you etefited ; ' Wty 
^ pDoceedingSy I confeft, were very irregular, my lorA 
*^ of Salifburjr and Carfifle, when I raifcd you from th^ 
•* loweft Oarions to your prtfent dignities : f sNn deier^ 
^ mined heooelbrth to correA ttiefe" abu^; rindit wiH 
^ alfo become you^ in order to imke a thorougti ttfat^ 
^ mation, tp #^gn your prefent benefices ; and try to 
^ enter agsLm in a more regular and omonkal nMh^ 
^ nerS'* The bffli$)ps, fiirpri^ed at thefe une^pefljcd 
^ Vol. II. L farcafms^ 

^ NL Sttk, If- 49^ See ftrtHer, p: sjt. VC V^tBL p; 
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CJi AT.ftrarffm^ replied, that lhet)uefl:ion was not at prefent how 
XIT to* cocre& paft errors, but to avoid them for die future. 

lu-p^r*^ -* The king promifed redrefs both of ecclefiaftical and civil 
^?S^ grievances; and the parliament in return agreed to grant 
him a fuppiy> a tenth of. the ecclefiaftical benefices, and 
a^fcutageof three marks on each knight's fee: But a;» 
t}^y had experienced his frequent breach of promifc, 
ti>ey required, that he ibould ratify the great charter in a 
maapcr flill more authentic and folenui than any which^ 
te had ever hitherto employed* All the prelates and ab-! 
bots were aflembled : They held burning tapers in their^ 
hancfc; The great charter was read . before them: They** 
denounce4 thefenteneeof excommunication againfl every 
onewhofhould theiKhforth violate that fundamental law: 
If^y threw their tapers on th^ ground, .and exclaimed, 
,S^y the foul of every ofie^ .fvbQ in^un this fmtence, fpt 
fiink fin4 corrupt in Hell! The king ti^ea p^trtin this ce-. 
, tei^ony;^ andfufejoinedijif* So help me God, I will keep 
fgllik^ft things inviolatey as lan^aman, as I am a 
V, chriftian, a^ I am* a imigh^ and as 1 am a king crownr 
!';]Sd:SM)d. anointed^." Ye^ wap tiie, tremendous cere- 
{poaynofooner finifbfv^f jhan hi^ favourites, abufing his* 
w^ak|iei(&( and facility,, mad^ him retn^ to the fame arbiH 
tniry andirregularladinijiiftfgtian ; aiid itexeafonable estr* 
perilous of nis people w/^r^ thii^ COnlilii^lj^'duded and 
difappointed ^. >. *; i ■ 

1258. , /A^thefe imprudent and illegal mea&res .afforded a 

Sunon de pretence to Simon de Mountfort, earl of JLeicefter, to at- 

Mount- tepipt .an innovation in the governments and to wrefl the 

of^L^ fcei)ter ftom the feeble and irrefolute haod .which held it. 

Q^f^^' This nobleman was a yOunger fon of that Simon de 
Mountfort, who had conduced with fuch valour. and re^ 
voi^n 4ie qrufade againfl the Alb^genfes, knd^ho, though 
,he tarnifli^d his famous exploits by cruelty and ambition, 
bad left a. name very precious to all jthe . Ugdts of that 
age, particularly to the ecclefiaflics. A large inheritance 
in England fell b^ fuccefiion to this family; but as the 
elder bfother enjoyed ftill more opulent pofleflions in 
France, and could not perform fealty to two maflers, he 
tTwkmd his. right to Simon, bis younger brother, who 
:.) came 

.^ M. Pfcris, p. 580. Aan. Burt. p. ^^ Aim. Wavcrl. 

f; ata W. Hemmg. p. 57 j, M. Wdt p. 353- » M. 
mU, p. 597, 608. 
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fcafne over intb England^ di3 hdWage ,fbpKl$' ftiitf^id K^ 
•tid was raifed to the dignity 'cff-<?aH^ of LeicbttfeK' *' lii 
the year 1238, he efpoufed Eleanor dowager df WiBiaih'" 
carl of Pembroke^ and After to'thc kitig ^ ; but -the ittar- 
riage of 'this pritictfs with a' fubjeS and a fbrelgnei^ 
though finiftied with Henry's conient, was loudly com- 
plained of by the earl of Cornwall and all the barons of 
England ; and Leicefter was ftipported againft their via-i 
lence, entirely by the king's favour and authority ^* Biit 
he had no fdoner eftablifhed himfelf in hispofleffiofts arid 
dignities, than he acquired by iniinuation and addrj^fsj ji 
ftrong intereft with the nation, and gained equally the af-* 
feSions of all orders of men. He loft, however^ th^ 
friendfhip of Heniy from the ufual levity and BcklerieS 
of that prince; he was baniflied the coort ; he Was re- 
called 's he was cntrufted with the command'of Gtiieniii&**^ 
where he did good fervice and acquired honour; h€ lA^ 
again difgraced by the king, and' his banifhment' frOni 
court feemcd now final and irrevocable, Henry called 
him traitor to his face : Leicef^er gave him the lye, and 
told him, that, if he were not hi& rovercign, he would 
fdon make him repent of that infult; Yet was this'quatv 
rcl accommodated either from the good-nature or tifriidity 
of the king ; and Leicefter was again admitted into'f<3/fit^ 
. degree of favour and authority/ But as this" nobleman 
Ivas become too great to preferve an entire complaifa»cc id 
Heniy^ humours, and to aft in fubferviency to his other 
minions ; he found more advantage in cultivating his m- 
tereft with the public, and inflaming the general difcon- 
tents, which prevailed againft the ' ^dmimftratibm- He 
filled every pkce vvith complaints againft the 'infringe- 
ment of the great charter, the VioTences committed on 
the people, the ctombinatton, between the pope and the 
king in their tyranny and extortiohs^, Henr}''s liegled: olF 
his native fubjcfis and barons; and, ^though Mmfelf a 
foreignerj he was more loud than any in reprefenting the 
indignity of fubmiiting to the dominion of foreigners* 
By his hypocritkal ptetenfions to devotion, he gained thii 
wour of the zealots and clergy :. By his Teeming con- 
tern for public g<iod> he acquired ';th« afFe6J:ions of the 
public: And, befides the private friendftiips whidh he 
■ :> •' ;"J :i. -L 2 '-• * •- ' ' ' --had 

^ M. Paris, p. 314. ^ M. Paris, p. 315. " Rymcr, 
ToLi.p. 4S9, 513. ri^ " .^ 
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C^4P. had cultivated with the barons, hh antmofitj againft the 
Xlt favourites bred air union of interefts between him and that 
'pbwerfiJ order. 

A RECiNT <iuarrel9 which broke, out b^wcen Lei* 
cefter and William de Valence, Henry's half brothefjr 
and chief favourite^ brought nutters to eitremity S and 
determined the former to ^ve fufi fcope to his bold and * 
linl^ounded ambition, which the laws and the king's 
authority bad hitherto with diflliculty reflrabed. lUi 
kci^y called a meeting of the moft codfiderable barons^ 
particularly Humphrey de Bohun, high confiable, Rogtfr 
Sigod^ earl mardchal, and the earls of Warwick and 
Ou>ce(ler; men, who by their familjr and pofleflions^ 

^ad in the firft rank of theEngliifh nobility. He repre-* 
ted to this company the , necefluy of reforming the 
fiatOy and of putting the execution of the laws into other 
t^mds than thofe which bad hitherto appeared, from re* 
peated experience, fo unfit for the charge with which 
^ey were entrufted. He exaggerated the oppref&ons ex^ 
f riQifed againft the lower orders of the flate, the viola^ 
lions of the barons' privileges, the continued plunder of 
the clergy; and in order to aggravate tlie enormity of 
this condud, he appealed to the great charter, whi{:I| 
]^enry had fo often ratified, and which was calculated to 

S event for ever the return of thefe intolerable grievances* 
e magnified the generofity of their anceftor^, who, at 
as irSnite expence of blood, had extorjted that famoOl 
conceffion firoiti the crown ; but lanieoted their own de^ 
generacy, who allowed fo great an advantage, once ob-r 
tained,^ to be wrefted from them by a weak prince and 
by infolent flrangers. And he infifted, that the king'ii 
word, after (b manj fubmiffions and fruitlefs promifes 
on his part, could no longer be relied on ; and that nek 
diing but his abfolute inability to violate national privi** 
legm could henceforth enfure the regular obfervance of 

. Thxss tK^ics, which were founded in truth, and 
fiifted^^ fo wdl the fentimenu of the company^ had tht 
defired effed: ; and the barons entered in^o a refohitiorl 
eJF redreliing the public grievances^ by taking into thetf 
own hands the admimfb'ation of goyarmnenti The king 
^wng fununoned a parliament^ in expedation of re- 
ceiving 

' Xi Paris, p. 649, 
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ceiviflg fupplies for hit SiciUan Drpjedy tbe iMtfom tp-€n AiP. 
peared in the hail» clad in compiele armoar, and with )EII. 
their fwords by their fide ; and the king on his entry^^ "*>^^*^. 
ftruck with this unufual appearance^ a&ed ifacm what f iS^* 
was their purpofe, and whether they pretended to make 
him their prifoner ^ ? Roger Bigod replied, in iM name 
jo£ the reft, that he was not their prifoner, bat their 
fovereign ; that they even intended to grant him laree 6ip* 
plies, in order to fix his fon on the thrpne of &cily$ 
that they only expeded fome return for this «xi>ence am 
fervice ; and that, as he had frequently made fobmifions 
to the parlLaoient, had adbiowled^d h'ls paft pnan, and 
had ftill allowed fainifelf to be carried into the fame palh^ 
which gave them fuch juft reaibn •f complaint, he mod 
now yield to more ftrid regulations, and confer-autiyrity 
on thole who were aUe and willing to redrefs the public 
grievances. Henry, partly allured by the hopes of fup- 
•ply, pardy intimidated by the union and martial M>pear- 
anceof the harons, agreed to their demand; ape pro- 
mi&d to fummon another parliament at Oxford, in order 
to digeft the new plan of government, and to eleft 
the perfona, who were to be entrufted with the chi'ef au- 
thority. 

This parliament, which die royalMs, and even the nth June 
naloTi, from ex per ie re ce of the confufions that attended Provinonfl 
its meafures, afterwards denominated tht mad partiament^oiOfb^^ 
• met on the day appointed; and as all the barons brought 
Along with them their military vaffab, and appeared with 
an arm^d force, the king, who had taken no precautions 
againft rhera, was in reality a prifoner in their hands, 
and was obliged to fubmit to ail the terms which they 
•w^re pleafed to impofe upon him. Twelve barons wei-e 
fcleded from the king's council ; twelve more were chofen 
by parliament : To thefe twenty-four, unlimited autho* 
rity was granted of reforming the ftate; and the king 
' himfelf took an oath, that he would maintain whatever 
ordinances they ihould think proper toenaA for that pvir- 
pofe ^. Leicefter was at the head of t^is fupreme coun* 
cil, to which the legiflative power was thus in realitfjT, 
transferred, and all their meafures were taken by his 
iccret influence and diredion. Their firft ftep bore a 

fpecious 

* Amal. Theokebimr. ^ Rymer, vol. i. p, 655. CJ^^^on. 
Pattft,i^.lp.j34. KD7ghloii.|>,.a445. 
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.€ H A P'ipecioui tppear^tncey and feemed well calculated for die 
/•XH- .end* whic$ tbcy profefled lo be the objed of aU thcfe inr 
"^''^"^^^^^^ .nov^iom : Thpy ordered that four knights fhould be chor 
,J^6P' fen hy each county ; that they (houtd make enquiry into 
•jthe grievances of which their neighbourboody hadreafon 
.to Gonxplain, and (houtd attend the next enfuing parlia- 
;iDent, in qrdcr to- give information to that aflembly of 
,tbe >ftate:oi their particular counties^: A nearer apr 
|»t>acb to our prefent conftitution than had been made by 
;the banom in the reign of king }ohn, when the knight$ 
. wefjp only appointed lo meet in their counties, and there 
Ito draw .up a detail of their grievances. Meanwhile the 
,twenty-four barons proceeded to enad fome relations, ia 
order to provide a r^drefe £or fiich grievances as wer« 
fuppofed to be notorious to al) the world. They ordered, 
^ that three feifions of parliament ihould be regularly held 
-jevery^year, in the mondis of February, June, and Ocr 
torber ;' that a new Jiigh (heriff fhould be elected every 
year by the votci of the free-holder^ in eadi county **; 
^that the (heriffs (hould have no power of fining the barons 
.who did .not attend their courts, or the circuits of the 
judiciaries; that up heirs fiiould be conmiitted to the 
wardlhip of foreigners, and no cadlesbe entnifted to their 
. cuftody. ; and th^t no new warrens, or forefta (hould be 
created, nor the revenues of any counties or hundreds be 
,v . _ let tQ fsMrni. Such were the regulations which the twenty- 
four barons ena&ed at Oxford^ for the redrefs of pubHc 
. grievances^. . 

But the earl of Leicefter and his aflbciates, havii^ 
advanced fo far tP fatisfy the nation, inftead of continu- 
ing in this popular qourfe, or granting the king that fup- 
ply which they hadpromifed him, immediately made pro- 
vifions for the extenfion and continuance of their own 
exorbitant authority. They roufed anew the popular 
clamour, which had long prevailed, againft foreigners; 
and they fell with jthe utnjoft violence on the king*s half- 
brothers, who were fuppofed to be the authors of all na- 
tional grievanoes, and whom Henry had no longer ztfy 
power to protejft. The four brothers,, fenfible of their 
danger, took to flight, with an intention of making their 
efcape out of the kingdom ; they yrere eagerly purfued 

by 

^ M. Paris, p. 657. Addit. p. 140. Ann: Burt p. 413^. 
^ Chron. Dunft. vol. i. p. 336, ^ Aqp, Burt. p-4J> *2 
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by the barons; Aymer, one of the brothers^.wfap ^^G'HAPi 
been eleded to the fee of Winchefter, took iheker in XII, 
his epifcopal palace, and carried the others alpt^ witH **— ^v^^ 
him; they were furrounded in thatplace, and threatened *^.S*» 
to be dragged out by force, and to be punifhed for t^eir, 
crimes and mifdemeanors ; and the king, pleading the^ 
facrednefs of an ecclefiaftical fanftuary, was glad to ex- 
tricate them from this danger by baniibingthem the king^^ 
dom ^. In this ad of violence, as well as in the fqrmer 
ufurpations of the barons, the queen and her uncles were 
thought to have fecretly concurred, being jealous of die 
credit, acquired by the brothers, which, they imagined^^ 
had eclipfed and annihilated their own % 

But the fubfequcnt proceeding of the twenty-foyrUfurpt- 
barons were fufficient to open the eyes of the (kingdom, tions of 
and to prove their intention of reducing for ever botb^^ ^"^ 
the king and the people under the arbitrary power of, a ^^* 
very narrow at iftocracy, which muft at laft have termi- 
nated either in anarchy, or in a violent ufurpation an<| _ 
tyranny. They pretended, that they had not as yetdi- 
gefted all the regulations neceflary ror the reformation q^ 
the ftate, and for the redrefs of grievaqces ; and that 
they muft ftill retain their power, till that, great purpofc 
was thoroughly efFeduated: In other words, that they; 
muft be perpetual governors, and muft continue to re-* 
form, till they were pleafed to abdioUe their autbprity.. 
They formed an aflbciation among themfelves, and fwore 
that they would ftand by each other with their lives an4 
fortunes: They difplaced all the chief officers of the * t 
crown, the high jufticiary, the chancellor, the freafurer ; 
and advanced either themfelves or tbeir own q-e^^tjores in 
their ftead: Even the offices of the king's houfholcl 
were difpofed of at their pleafure ; The government of 
all the caftles was put into hands in whom they found 
reafon to confide: And the whole power of the ft^tejSer 
ing thus transferred to them, they ventured tpimpofe aa 
oath on every individual of the nation 4 in which the fu1>* 
jtGts were obliged to fwear, under the penalty q{ being 
lieclared public enemies, that they would obey an^ ;exe- 

. cute 

* M. Paris, p. 654. Ann. Burt. p. 411. Chron. T, 
Wykes» p. 53, W. Heming. p. 579. Chron. Dunft. p. 335. 
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CMAlVdft^ ^i the regdadotis^ both kfiown uni lankfipwn, of 
Ml^ thb tiirei&ty^foiir barons: An(J all this, for the greater 

J^'T^*^ gtory of pod, the honoiir of the ^urch, the fefvice of 
••^* w king, and the advantage oiF the kingdom *^. Np one 
dtfed to i^thftand this tyrannical authority; Prince Edr 
ifmd himfelf^ the king's eldeft fon, a youth pf eightecit 
years of age, who began to give indipa^ions oJF that grea( 
<ttd mtnly fpirit, which appeared throughput the whole 
Cdtirfe of his life^ w», after making fpme oppolition^ 
conRr^ined to take that path, which rerily deppfed hif 
^t^er and fail family from iovereign authority®. Earl 
Warenne was the lad perfon in the kingdom, who coul4 
be brought to |^ve the confederated barcms thif mark of 
Tttbttiiffit^. 

BtJf the twicnly-fcuf baronf| npt conteift with th^s 
tlfat|>arioi)i of the ft>yal power, intrpdoced an infioyatioQ 
In the tonftitution of [^iament, which ^a^ pf the utt 
iMll importance. They prjdained, that that affemUf 
9 ^puM chooCB ft committee of twelve per^ns, wbp Iboold^ 
In the inter? ds of the feJBions, podfefs the atrthpfity of the 
whele patliament, and ikould attend on a ftmimpm the 
jperibn cf the king, in all his motions. 9ut fo nowerftii 
iwtre ttiefe barons, that thfs regulation i^fras aHp nibmittecl 
tO; tte whole goremnfient was overthrpwn, or fixed on 
new foundations ; and the monarchy wa^ totally fubyerr 
jfcod, wjtfaout its being pdteUe for the king tp firike a finde 
ftirbfce tn defence of the cpnftttutipn s^ainft thp newTy^ 
treded oligarchy. 
^H9* The report that the king pf the Romans intended to 
P^J * ^^ ^^ Ei^land, gave alarm to the ruling barony } 
ind dtey dreaded left the extenfive influence and eftar 
Hi&ed authority of that prince would be employed to re- 
store the prerogatives <^ his family, and overturn their 
h\sn of government ^. Tiiey font over the bifhop of 
Worcefter, dHio met him at St. Omars ; aiked him, in 
{he name bf the barons, the reafon of his journey, and 
how long he intended to fta^ in England; and infifted» 
diat be^<^ he entered the ktngdpm, he ihojuld fwearro 
obferve the regulations eftabliflted at Oxford. On Rich*- 
irtf^ refufal to take this path, they prepared to refifl him 
«a a puhlif enemjr; they fitted out a fleet, aflembled an 

army, 

^ tlitoh. T. Wykcs, p. ji. * Anp. Burt. p. 411* 

J M. Paris, p. 661. 



Digitized 



by Google 



HENRY m. iii 

itfATf afni exciting die iftnfemte prtjucficei ef the ptb«C H A F« 
pie againft foreigners, from Whom th^ had fuffertd fo XIL 
rnany Qp^roffions, fpread the report that Richard intend- ^■—^''•^^ 
cd to rcftare by force the authority of his exiled bro- ^*59- 
thers, and to violate all the fecorities provided for pvbiic 
Uher^. The kii^ <>f the Rom^m was at laft obliged to 
Aibmit to ^e terms required pf htm ^. 

But the barons, in proportion to their continuance in 
power, bc^an gradually to lofe that popularity, which 
nad affilled ti^m in omatning it ; and men repined th^ 
regulations, '^ich were only eftabl^ed during a time 
for the reformation of the ftate, were likely to become 
perpetud, and to fu bvert entirely the Mitient conflitudon* 
Xhey dreaded, that the power of the nobles, which was 
always oppreffive, would now exert itfelf without con- 
troul, by removing the counterpotfe o( the crown ; and 
their apprehenfions were encrealed by fome new edids of 
the barons, which were plainly calculated to procure io 
themfelves an impunity in all their violences. They ap- 
pointed, thsit the circuits of the itinerant jttftices, thefole 
f^eck on their arbitrary condud, iSiould be held only 
pnce hi feven years; and men eafily faw, that a r«medy^ 
!which returned after fuch long intervals, againft an op- 
prei&ve power, which was perpetual, would prove to- 
tatty infignificant and ufelefs • The cij' became loud ill 
the nation, that the barons (hould finim their intended 
regulations. The knights of the ihires, who feem now 
]ro nave been pretty regularly afTembled, and fometimes ta 
a feparate houfe, made remonftrances againft the flow- 
pxfs of their proceedings. They reprefented, that^ 
fhc»^ Ae king had performed all the conditions re* 
5)uired of* htm, the barons had hitherto done nothing 
for the puljlic good, and had only been careful to pro'i* 
mote their own private advantage, and to commit in^ 
|ury on the crown ; and they ^yen appealed to prince Ed^r 
ward, and daiincd his interpofaj for the interefts of the 
pation, and the reformation of t|ie government ^. The 
prince replied, that though it was from conftraint, and 
contrary to his private fen;iments, he had fwornto ad- 
here to the ^rovifions of 0:;ford, he was determined to 

obierve 

u M. Paris, p. 66i, 662. Chron. T. Wykes, p. 53. 
* M.¥ara, p.^. Trivet, p. aog. ^ Aanal.Burt. p, 
4^7- ' ' ' 
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C H AP.obferve his oath : But .he f«nt a meflage to t|ie baroni^ 
XII. requiring them to brtfiig their undertakii^. to, a fpeedy 

^"^^yr^-^ conclufiOBt and ful6l, their engagements to the public : 
"*S9- Othcrwife> he menaced them, that, at the ej^pence of 
bis life, he would oblige them to do their duty, and 
would fhed the laft drop of his blood in promoting 
the interefts, and fatisfying the juft wifhes of the na- 
tion^^4 .' 

The. barons, urged by ibpreffinga neceffity, publifhed 
at laft a new code of ordinances for the reformation of 
the ftate ^ : But the expe3;ations of the people were ex- 
tremely difappoint^^ when they found, that thefe con- 
ijfted only of fome trivial alterations on the municipal 
law ; and ftjll more, when the barons pretended, that the 
ta(k was not yet finiftied, and that they muft farther pro- 
long iheir authority, in order to bring the work of refor- 
mation to the defired period. The current of popularity 
w^ now much turned to the fide of the crown, and the 
barons had little more to rely on for their fupport, be- 
fides the private influence and power of their families, 
which, though exorbitant, was likely to prove inferior 
to the combination of king and people. Even this- bafis 
of power was daily weakened by their inteftine jealoufies 
and animofities ; their antient and inveterate quarreU 
broke out wheti they came tjo divide the fpoils of the 
crown; and the rivalfhip between the earls of Leicefter 
and Glocefter, the chief leaders among them^ began to 
disjoint the whole confederacy. The latter, more mode- 
rate in his pretenfions, was delirous of flopping or re- 
garding th^ career of the boron's ufurpatipns; but the 
fornKr,: enraged at the oppofition which he met with in 
his own party, pretended to throw up all concern in Eng- 
lifh aflFairs; and he retired into France**. 

The kingdom of France, the only ftate with which 
England had any confiderable intercourfe, was at this time 
governed by Lewis IX. a prince of the moft fingular cha-r 
raQ:er, which is to be met with in all the records of 
hiftory. This monarch united to the mean and abje^ fu- 
perftition of a monk, all the courage and magnanimity 
of the greateft hero ; and, wha( may be deemed more 
^extraordinary, the juftice and integrity of the moft dif- 

interefted 

2 Ibid. ^ jbid. p. 428, 459. ' Chren. Dunft. to^ 
i. p. 348. 
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k)t«^eftcS^ f^trtbti rfie ?nilAieft ^ftd^mamty t)f the fiioft C H A P^ 
accon9pli(h^ phndi^hcr. ^ So for from taking adt^antage . Xn. . 

^f the diviiions of the Englifti; pr attempting to expel' v/"--*-^ 

thofe dangeriSDS rivals from the provinces, -which they **S9- 
ftill pofleSed in France*; he had entertained nianjrTcni- 
ples with r^ga;ikl to the fent€^n<ie of attainder pfonounced ' 
againft the king's father, had even expr^Qed fome inten- 
tion of reftoring^ the other provinoes, and he was only 
prevented from taking that imprudent refolution, hy the 
united remonftrances of his own barons, who reprelentcd 
the extreme danger of fuch a meafure ^, and what had 
a greater influence on Lewis, the juftice of puniihing by 
4 legal fcntence th* barbarity and felony of John. Where- 
ever this prince interpofed m Englifh affairs, it was al- 
wky3 with an intention of coftipoiing the differences be- 
tween the king and his nobility; he recommended to 
both parties every peaceable and reconciling meafure ; and 
he ufed all his authority with the earl of Leicefter, his 
native fubjed, to bend hini to a compliance with Henry. 
He made' a treaty with England, at a time, when the ^tothMqr. 
difir^idioiis ^f that kingdom were at the greateft height, 
and when the king's authority was totally annihriated; 
and the terms, which he granted, might, even in a more 
profperous ftate of their affairs, be deemed reafonable 
and advantag^us by the Englifti. He yielded up fortie 
territories which had been conquered from Poidou and 
Ouienne ; he enfured the peaceable poffeflion of the lat- 
ter province to Henry ; he agreed to pay that prince a 
large Aim of money ; and he only required that the king 
ihould, in return, make a final- ceffion to /France of 
Normandy, and the other provinces, which he could ne- 
arer entertain any hopes of recovering by force of arms °, 
/This ceffion was ralified by Henry, by his two fons, and 
4wo daughters, and by the king of the Romans and his 
4hree fons : Leicefler alone, either moved by a vain ar- 
rogance, or defirous to ingratiate himfelf with the En^ifh 
|>opulace, protefled againft the deed, and infilled on the 
^ght, however diftant, which might accrue to his con- 
fort ^. Lewis faw in this obftinacy the unbounded am- 
(Htion of thip man; and as the barons infifted, that the 
* ' money 

<5 M. Paris, p. 604. ^ Rymer, vol. i. p. 675. M. 
Fans, p..s66..\(jhron. T. Wykes,. p. 53. Tnvct, p. ao8. 
.|4r )ycft, p. J7i. » Chfoif. T. Wykcs, p. 53. 
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CHAP, non^y wbifh wat diuie \^y Irtdly, IK011I4 b^ tfc tbdk ^ 
XOL ppfal^ not at Hefiry'8». hue alfo faw^ aad problably with rer 

^^-v*^-' grct, the Ipw conditioo t^ wfaK:b this t^gnm^, who ha4 
mare ^rred from w^akneA than malUet wa$, red«Qe4 I7 
the turbulency ^ his Owr> i^bj<^. 
tioi. 3yT (i)e utuation qf Henry changed ibofi after much 
tohU advantage. Th(^ twepty-four barons bad now en« 
joyed the fovereign power near three years ; and had 
viiibly employed it, not for the reformation of the ftate^ 
which was theur firft pretjB»ce, but for the aggraQdi:^^* 
ment of themfelves and of their familiei. The breascb 
of truft was appareet ^0 aU the world : Erery order of 
sntnfe)tit» and murmured ggainft it: The dtfleotioiia 
among the barons themfelves, which encreafed the eviU 
made alfo the reniedy more obvious and e<^ ; And tbe 
i«cret defertion in particular of the farl of Ulocefter to 
ihe crown, (earned to proaufe Henry certain fucceis in any 
fttempt to refumf his authority. Yejt dared he not ^0 
take that flap, fo reo^^^lahle both to juftice asd pa* 
licy, without ^^ing « previous application to Rome^ 
and defiring 4ui abfc^ution from his oaths and engage^ 
mients. 

The pope was at that time very much diflatiified with 
the condu£t of the biron^; whOf in order to gain thi^ 
favour of the people and der^ of England^ had 6X^ 
pelted all the Italian ecclefiaftia, had coofifcaied their 
benefioesy smd feemed iletermined to maintain the Uber« 
)ies and privileges of the Englifli church* in which the 
rif^tsof patron^, bdonging to their own famili^» were 
included. Th^ extreme animofity of the Engiiih dec^ 
jif^atnft the Italians^ w^ ftlfo « fource of hi3 di%iftft to 
this order ; and an attempt which had been made by them 
fer farther liberty and independence on the civil pourert 
was therefore iefs acceptable to the ^urtjpf Rome. Abouit 
the fame time, that the barons at Oi:ford had aoaihslated 
the prerogatives of the monarchy, the decgy met in a 
lynod at Mertpn^ and pafled feveral decrees, which wer^ 
]K> left calculated to promote their own grandeur at thr 
iucpence of the crown. They decreed, that it w^ tmf> 
lawful to try the e<:defiaftics by fecular ji|cbos; that 
the clergy were not to regard any prohibitions from dvil 
courts ; that lay patrons had no right to confer fpiritual 
benefices; ^hat the magtftrate was obtigedt wifhouitfir^ 
Jher euquiry, to imorifop all ^fEComfS^uiiicatci feribns^ 

IP* 
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^dthtt antient u&ge^ without tdny particultr grant drCHAFi 
charter, was a (ufficieot aiitboritiy for any clerical pof-^XIL 
feifions or privilege^ *". About a ceritury ago, thefe claum ^^*'"^]C*^ 
wooW have beeti fupported by the< court of Rome b€y<»id **•'• 
the moft fundafiat^iHal articles of faith : They were the 
^ief points maintained by the great martyr, Becket; 
and ^s relblution in defending th^ had exalted him to 
the high ftation which be held in the. catalogue of Romifll 
(ainta : l^ut principled were changed with the times : The 
pope was become fomewhat jealous of the great inde* 

Endenceof thjp Englifli church, which made thdm ftand 
s inneedof hWprote&ioifr', and even emboktened^hem 
to refift hit authority^ ,and to complain of the prcfijsrenoe 
giventq the Italian courtifirs^ whofeinterefts, it is nato* 
ral to imagine, were the chief objed of his concern 
He was viBry f c»ady» therefore, on the king's applicauon, .. j 
to annul thefe sew conftitutions of the church of* Eng-^ 
land/^. And at 0ie fanf^ time^ be abfolved the kingmnd 
all his fubjed:$ .from th^ oath, which they had taken to 
cbferve the prey tfions of Oxfiord *^. 

Prince Edward, wbofe enlarged theoghts, though ill Prince 
fcch early youth, had taught , him the great ftrejudice, Edwaid. 
which his father had incurred, by his levity, inconr'ancy 
and frequent ^each of promife; refufed for a loiiig time 
to take advantage of this mbtoluttcn ^ and declared that 
the provtfions q^iOxford^ howeyer unrezfonable in them^ 
felve^ and howevi^r abufed by the barons, ought ftill to 
be adhered ta by tbofe Who hadfworn to obferve them * : 
He himfelf had been conftr^ned* by violence to take thai 
oath ; ytt was be determined to Atep. it. By this rcru<i 
pulous fidelity, the prince acquired' the confidence of alt 
parties, and was afterturards^inablrd^^to recover folly the 
royal autborlty, and to perforin ftich great adiona both 1 : 

durli^ his own reign and thflit of hits;£sither. 

The fituationof Engla^od^.dorii^ this period, as wcjl 
asthatof mcfl European kitigdoftls, was fomewhav po^ 
culiar. There was no regular miliuiry farce maintained 
in the natloji : The fword, however, was not, pi^opcrly 
fpeaMng^ in the hands, of the peoples The baront were en- 
tnifted wbolfy with the defeiife^ of the community ; and 

after 

* Ann. Burt p. 389. ^ Rymer, vol. i. p. 755. ^ Ry- 
»«r, Tol. i. A f2^ M Paris, p. 666. W. Hewin]^, p. 5B0. 
Ypod. Ncuft. p. 468, Knyghton, p. 2446. * NL fmh 
ff. 667. 
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CHA P* after any efibrt, which they made cirticr-aSpainft iheif 
Xn. own prince^ or againft fepeignersy "^ the Tntlitary ref 

^^'^^^^ tainers departed to. their own home^ ' th^ armi^ wer^ 
•ia6i. diffloived, and could not^pec^ily be rc-affcrflbled atplea/^ 
fure. It was eafy therefore, for a few bafrons, by a com- 
bination, to get the ftart of the othier party, t6 cdleS: 
fuddenly their droops, and to appear unetpeaedty iri tK^ 
field V with an irmy, whidi liheir > aritigdhifts, thiug^ 
equal or even fuperior in power and tntereft, wcAiM dot 
dare, tojencounter. Hence the fadden^<€V6ltwfions, whicH 
were obfervable in thefe governments :^ Hentfc the'fre-i 
quenti vidories obtained wirtRwit a bldivbjr* onCfkaion 
Qver^not^er : And hence it happened^ >tK^lf the^ leemirt^ 
pewalenoe of a party, wa$ feWotti a ffrdgribftic"- of i^ 
long continuance in power and authority. « ^ •:• '" I 

ia62. T»E king, fo foon as be received thfepope^i aWoIu* 
tion fnom his oath, acconipanied with -^nfenace^ of eir^ 
comnniiiication againft «ll pppoferi, trufii iig^ to the couri-** 
tenancei ©f the church, to the ftipj^ort {^ofmfed -him by 
many confiderable barons,i and toth^e r^ttif Atng fevour oiF 
H-, theipeopk„ immediately took oflF' the itiaflk. After juf* 
.' ,:: tifying his xx>ndud by a proclamation, vn which he fe£ 
forth the private ambition, and the breach ©f tmft, con^ 
/picuous ia Leicefter and iiis affocldtes, - he declared thi^ 
he had rcfumed the ^vcmnnent, and >:i^ai' drtermined 
thenceforth to exert the royal authority for the proteSion 
of hisfubjeSs. He remowedHughJe iEfi^flfef and Nicho- 
las de Ely, the highijuftidary Bhd '^thkhi^ter appointed 
by the bsroos ; and pudPhiltp BsSet and'tVrfter de Mer- 
ton in: their place. He fuhfticutsd new>(h^iFs in all tlic 
counties, men of diarafter awi reputwiolft: He place;id 
new governors »n moft of the^caftle^VHe d9<nged all 

23d April, the officers «f his hoii^ohl : ^He fummoned'a pai'HameDt, 
in which the refumptibri ^of his- authorityyix^as ratified; 
livitfe only five diflfenting^ .voices: And > the barons, after 
mjjcijjg one fruitlefe tSact^ to take the kii^%y^ furpn^^e 
Rt; Winehefter, were obliged to acquiefce id thofe new 
reguUtioi\s \^ ♦, .. . : , .; :..^ - ^ f^ 

. The king, in order. to cut off everyi oBJeAiorf^b hii 
condvid:, offered to refer all the differdffce^befWeen httn 
^d the earl of Leicefter, to Margaret queen of France *^ 

The 

A- M..Patis, p. 668. 0^ T. WykeH |J. 5$;' ' • Rjf- 
mer, ToL i. p. 724. ': ^ - r ^ '- i' 
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The celebintcd imegrity of. Lewis tgave a mighty bflu-CH A:P4 
cnce to an/d^cifipn which iffued from hisicourt; and XII. 
Henry probably hoped, that > the gallantry, on which all *''*"^^-*^ 
baron$, a$ true knights, vajued tbcmfelves, would make *^^ 
them aihamed not ,to fubmitto.the award of that prin- 
cefs. Lewis merited the confidence rcpofed ijR himv By, 
afn admirable conduft, probably as political as juft, he 
continually interpofed his good ; offices to alUy : the civil 
difcords of the ^pglifc-: He forwarded all beajing mea-? 
fures, which naight givefecurity to both parties,: And.hc 
ftill endeavour^* though in vain, to footh by .perfuafjon 
the fierce ambition of the earl of Leicefter, and to con* 
vince him, how iBujch it was his duty to fubmit peaceably 
to the authority of his foverign. . . 

That, bold and artful confpirator was npwife dif- ia6t. 
couraged with the bad fuccefs of his pafl: enterprizcs* 
The death of Richard carl of Gloceftqr, who was his 
chief rival in power, and who, before his deceafcj had 
joined the royal party, feemed to open a new field to his 
violence^ and to expofe the tlu'one' to frefh infults and in- 
juries. It was in vain» that the king profefled his In* 
tentions of obferving ftriftly the great charter, even o{ 
maintaining all the regulations made by the reforming 
barons at. Oxford. or afterwardss, ex^^pt thofe wh^ch enr 
tirely annlbilatedthe royal .author ity« Thefe. powerful 
chiefiains, now obnoxious to the ooiuit, could nptt peacea- 
bly refign the, hopes of entire, independence ^d, uncon-. 
troled 4>o^^. with which they had flattered jfce^qfeW^t, 
and whicb tte]5 had ft) long eijjoy^d. Ms^ny jrf ^hfJ^n^j^^j^^ 
engaged in;L.cic^ft^jr's yiew,s, alndianjong th^reft, QiU^^ theba- 
bert, the young je^rl of GleN^fiftei"^ who br<^ht:hi|?niL*'^°*' 
mighty acceflioqiPf poweji;,] fi-om, tbe extenfive .authjPr 
rity poffeff^d ts^jihat ppuljsnt AnJtily. , Everi:rlffejtiyy, f0n 
of the king yipjF., '.the. Romans, I joooimonly called Henry 
d'AUmain^ ^^ftgbt.a .prin<;§ of j the. bjoqd^ jpin^d the 
party of the bairons ^ain{t.thekifsgi> the head of his own 
family. Ll^j^e^ himfelf, vAo. ftill refided in France, 
ibrmed fecr^tly the li^ks of thi^ ^eat confpiracy^ and 
plann^dtfae whole fcheme. of operations. 

The princes . pf . Wales, notwithftanding the great 
power of the mpnarchs, both of the Saxon and l^orr 
manline^ ftill preferved authority in their own^cquntrjjjj 
and though they had often been conftrained to pay tri- 
bute to the crown of England^ they were with difficulty 

. > retained 
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CH A P.rttanted in fiibordtiuitioa or even in peace ; Mid siliiioft* 
XU* throughout ^very reign fioce the conqued, had infefted 

^^^■'the EngUfli frofttiers with filch petty tncurfions and fud- 
^^3^ den inroads, at feldom merited to have place in a general 
hiftory. The EogUfii, ftill contented with nepelling dietr 
jBvafions> stind cbacing them back into ^eir mountains, 
liadiiever purfaed the advantages obtained againft them, 
ilor attempted, even under their greateft and moft adive 
princer, to impofe a totali or fo much as a feudal fub- 
jcffiitOA on the country^ This advants^ was referved to 
the prefent king, the weakeft and modi indolent. In the 
year 1237, Lewellyn, priiicc of Wales, declining in 
years and broke with infirmities, but ftill more harraf- 
fed with the rebellion and tfndutiful behaviour of his fon, 
6rtiBn> had recourfe to the protedion of Henry; and 
consenting to fubjed his principality^ which had fo lon^ 
maintained its independence, t6 vaffalage under the: 
trown of England, purchafed fecurity and tran^uilKty oiv 
diefedtfiMiCKirabie terms. His eldeft Ton and beir, David>'. 
Ttnew^ tht honoage to England -, and having taken hi^ 
bMtke^ prtioAer, delivered him into Henry's hands, who 
committed him to cuftody in the Tower. That prince, 
endeavour irfjg to make his eicctpe, loft his tife in the srt:^ 
tempt 5 afid tlw prifice of Wales, freed from the appre* 
lie*!fiow;offb dangerous 4 rivial, paid thenceforth lefere-J 
ft:t4 1^ ti9t^ ]£ng|iflv monarch, and even renewed thofe in- 
curfions,^ kj ^hich the Welfli, during ^ mstny ages, had 
kibetii aedd^med to infeft their borders. LevreKy^ how^ 
e^erv Ate ftw of Otiffn, wh^^cceeded to Ids unde, ha^ 
htitti oM^ed to m^wthtf homage^ whieb was! now daim-' 
ed by E^and as an eAabhftrM right ; but he was well 
fieiiAii^ fdtnSatti^ thofe dvil difcofds, on which he rcflcd 
hM pritftof f6<»fity, «Ad founded his hopes of future in- 
dependefttiii.- ' He im^sp^ imo a confederacy with the 
earl <ef Ltieefter, and cdile^ing all the force of his prin- 
tipalifty, invaded £Agl^ild with an army of 30,000 men* 
Ifc t^vaged the lands of Roger de Mortimer and of M 
^9t bareSs, who adhered to the crown ^ ^ he marched in- 
to Cheihire, and COiTiltU!V%d like depredations on prince 
CdWafdP^ ttttitories; every pJacCj where his diforderly 
tNK>p% -appeared, was laid waile with fire and fword f aB^ 
thou^ Moftimi^r, a gsMant aiid expert foldier, made 

ftoul 

^ Chron. Dunft. vol. I p. 354. 
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(lout refiftance, it was found heceflary, that the princeC ^ AP. 
himfelf (hould head tile army againft this invader. Ed- XIL 
ward repulfed prince Lewellyn, and obliged hini to take ^""^"^C"^. 
fhelter in the mountains of North Wales: But he" was *2^3' 
prevented from' making farther progrefs againft the 
enemy, by the diforders, which foon after broke out in 
England. 

The Welfti invafion was the appointed fignal for the 
malcontent barons to rife in arms ; and Leicefter coming 
over fecretly from France, colle&ed'all the forces of his 
party, and commenced an open rebellion. He feized 
the perfon of the bifhop of Hereford ; a prelate very ob- 
noxious to all the inferior clergy, on account of his de* 
voted attachments to the Court of Rome ^. Simon, bifliop 
of Norwich, and John Manfel, becaufe they had pufch- 
lifhed the pope^s bull, abfolving the king and kingdom 
from their oaths to obferve the provifions of Oxford, were 
made prifoners, and expofed to the rage of the party, 
TjiC king's deniefnes were ravaged with unbounded mry *; 
and as it was Leicefter's intereft to allure to his fide, by 
the hopes of plunder all the diforderly ruffians in England, . 
he gave them a general licence to pillage the barons of 
the oppofite .party, and even all neutral perfons. Butoae 
of the principal refoiirces of his faction was the populace 
of the cities, particularly of London ; and as he had, by 
liis hypocritical pretenfions to fanQity, and bis zeaVagpainft 
Rome, engaged the monks and lower ecclefiaftic* m his 
party, his dominion over the inferior ranks of rnen be^- 
came abfolutely uncontrolable, Thomas Fitz-Richard, 
mayor of London, a furious and licentions man, gavetlic 
countenance of authority to thefe diforders in the capital ; 
and having declared war againft the fubftantial citi^^ens, 
.l>e loofened all the bands of government, by which that 
turbulent city wa§ commonly but ill reftrai^ied. On the 
approach of Eafter, the zeal of fuperftition, die Appetite 
for plunder, or what is often as prevalent with the popu* 
lace as either of thefe nootives, the pleafure of a)mmit- 
(ing havoc and deflruSion, prompted them to attack the 
unnappy Jews, who were firft pillaged withcwt refiftaac^ 
and then maffacred, to the number of five hundred per- 
fons^. The Lombard bankers were next expofed to the 
VoL^ II. M ^ rage 

^ Trivet, p. 21 1. M. Weft. p. 382, 392. '^ Trivet, 
p. 21 1. M. Weft. p. 382. * Chron. T. Wykes, p. 59. 
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CHAP, rage of the people ; and though, by taking fanduary in 
Xn. the churches, they efcaped with their lives, all their 

^""'^C^^ money and goods became a prey tp the licentious multi- 
iioj, jmj^^ £y^n jjje houfes of the rich citizens, though Eng- 
lifh, were attacked by night; and way was made by 
fword and by fire to the pillage of their goods, and often 
to the deftrudion of their perfons. The queen, who, 
though (he was defended by the Tower, was terrified 
by the neighbourhood of fuch dangerous commotions, re- 
folved to go by water to the caftle of Windfor ; but as 
(he approached the bridge, the populace afiembed againft 
her : The cry ran, drown the witch ; and befides abufing 
her with the moft opprobrious language, and pelting her 
with rotten eggs and dirt, they had prepared large ftones 
to fink her barge, when (he fhould attempt to (hoot the 
bridge ; and (he was fo frightened that (be returned to the 
Tower^. 

The violence and fury of Leicefter's fadion had rifen 
to fuch a height in all parts of England, that the king, 
unable to refift their power, was obliged to fet on foot a 
treaty of peace; and to make an accommodation with 

i8th July. the barons on the moft difadvantageous terms'*. He 
agreed to confirm anew the provifions of Oxford, even 
tMBfe which entirely annihilated the royal authority ; and 
the baronis were again re-in(lated in the fovereignty of 
the kingdom. They'reftored Hugh le Defpenfer to the 
office of high jufticiary ; they appointed their own crea- 
tures (heriffs in every county of England ; they took pof- 
fe(fion of all the royal cailles and fortreffes ; they even 
.. .'named all the officers of the king's hou(hold; and they 

i'4th Od.fummoned a parliament to meet at Weftminfter, in or- 
der to fettle more fully their plan of government. ^Thcy 
here produced a new lift of twenty-four barons,. to whom 
they propofed, that the adminiftration (hould be entirely 
committed ; and they infifted, that the authority of this 
junto (hould continue, not only during the reign of the 
king, but alfo during that of prince Edward. 

This prince, the life and foul of the royal part^, 
had unhappily, before the king's accommodation with 
the barons, been taken prifoner by Leicefter in a parley 

at 

^ Cliron. T. Wykes, p. $7. « Chron. Dunft. vol. i. p. 
358. Trivet, p. 211., 
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at Windfor ' ; and this misfortune^ inore than .imy. oOicrCH A P; 
incident, had detorimned Henryvto* fubmit to the* ig«. XII. 
nominious conditions impofed upon him. But Edwai'ct '^ ^^^ZT^ 
having recovered his liberty by thetpeaty,. employed hisi **^ 
aSivity in defence of the prerogative's of his family; 
and he gained a large party even among tfaoTe whahad ati .. . 

firft adhered with the greateft zeal to the caufe of the' 
barons. His couiin, Henry d'Allmatne, Roger Bigod 
earl marelhal, earl Warenne, Humphrey Bohun earl 6£ 
Hereford^ John lord. Baflet, . Ralph; BalTety: .>Hamcii> 
TEftrange, Roger Mortimer, Henry de Piercy, Robert 
de Brus, Roger de Ley borne, with idmoft all the Lord» 
Marchers, as they wiere called, on the borders of Wales! 
and Scotland, the mod warlike: parts, of the .kingdom^ 
declared in favour of the royal caufe ; and hoftilities,; 
which were fcarce well compofed, were again, renewed 
in every party of England. But the near balance of the: 
parties, joined to the univerfal clamour of the people^ 
obliged the king .and barons to open anew the negotiations 
for peace ; and it was agreed by both fides, to fubimlf 
the differences entirely to the arbitration of the kii^ o( 
France^, 

This virtuous prince, the. only :man, who^ in .liket' Refer*' 
circumftancei, could fafely have been ifttrufted with fuch cnce to 
an authority by a neighbouring nation, had nev^ ceafed ^bc king 
10 interpofe his good offices between the Engliih fadions ; of France^ 
and had even, during the (hort interval of peace, invited 
over to Paris both king and the ead of Leiceft^>< in or- 
der to accommodate the differences between then^*; • but 
found, that the fears and animofities on both fides^, as 
welt as the ambilion of Leicefter, were fo violent, as to 
render all his endeavours ineffefluaL Biit when this 
folemn appeal, rs^ified by the oaths and fubfcriptioils olf 
the leaders,: in each.fadion, was made to his judgment^ 
he was not difcouraged from purfuing his honourable pur- 
pofe: He fummooed the dates of France ;at. Amiens; 
and there, in the prefence of that affembly, as well as 
in that of th^ king cf Englaind and Peter de Montfbrt, 
Leicefler's foQ, he brought this great, caufe to a trial and 
examination. It appeared to > him, that the. prorilloiils 

• •: .. :.:.. .. .M ai •-• :..^ • . ;. i:- ^;: of 

^ M. Paris, p. 669. Trivet, p. 213. '^ M. Paris, p. 
668. Cfaron^T^Wykes, p. S^- W. Hexaing. ^ 5%v ehron. 
Dunft. vol. l.p. j$3.- . V; 
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CH A Kbt Oxford, eren had they not been exteiteH by forte*; 
XSL he^ thiy act bceli fo exoxbitant in thw mture nnd iub- 

iki.. V ' ■*' viriWe of the autient oonfttoution, wert %8tppefsly efta- 

*^^ faliftibd as B temporary ^xpedvent, and. cbuid not without 

Ijrcich bf truft^ be^rendereid 'pcrpfcfual by ^ barons. 

ajd Jan. He thinefore awinuallBd . tbefc provifrofis ; frdftorcd to the 
ki^ the poffeffion df his ^aftlcs, ahd the power of nc- 
ilnnMionrto the -great .offices; allowed him to retaiit 
xixhat foreigners he pleafed an his fciMgcbun, .jffid even to 
cmifbrLon.thbni placer o£. truft and 'dignity ; and in 0^ 
y»o^'kec<AMii\ied the r^yai pof«r€n4in the feme footing, 
ohnrbichnt ftooditefore^henweting of the ftlmous par- 
ttahaefit at Oxford. But while he thvis foppivfTi^ danger, 
i^ais.iiindvations^ and rp-eteved unimpak^d <he preroga* 
trees of the Esgltfb croWn, 'he ^as not'^negtigent of the 
iBghts of the people; aiid befides d^dering ihsrt « ^genenat 
aBnincAy^ fliould be ^ant^d for aH^ipaft ^^exict$, he 
d*Marqd that his. awar<l was not any' wi^ fAeant to4e«4 
fogtibc (from the privilq^s and liberties, t<4iich the na-' 
enjoyed by any fonder conceffions or charters of tha 



ctiown 
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This equitable fentence was no fooner known in-Eng* 

^rS:P.hMf thaa/iLreicefler ind his confederaies) determined to 

n* . -J ttjn&itfi dud to hiave 'i^eoonrfe to a^tns^' in-ordtr -to pro-^ 

r ' ^ tttre .tD-themfehres. more fafe and advantagedu) conditions 

Kcnewar &^**"^ ^^ ^^^i ^' Without regard to iiis oaths and fob- 

of the feription^^-that enferprizing <ronfpirator dire&ed his tvfb 

civUwars. few* Rirfiard and reterde Momforti in Gonjnndioit 

widi&cdiertde Ferrars, earl of Derby, to aitaek die city 

ef Worcefter; while Heroy. and Simon de Montfert^ 

two otlKrs of his fons, affifted by the prince of Wales> 

were ordered to commit ravages on the eAate of K<:^r 

is Mortimer. He hintifelf reftded at London ; and em- 

[iojuiig ffi his inftrument, Fitz-Richard, the fediti6us 

mayor^ who. had violently and illegally p{V)long«d hi^ 

avtfaonty, he wrought up that city to the higteft fer* 

flietit and agitation. The populace formed themfelves 

into: bands and companies; chofe leadei^; fradiled all 

inilitikryiexercifes; committed violence on the royalifb : 

AadltOLf^e them greater ceuntenam^ in-their difenders^' 

tti afibciation was entered into between the city and eigh- 

tecm 

.- yv"i .1' ■ • ■■-■,:'■••■■' 

.r3^l|b«*i vf 1. i. p, 7^6,^77^ te. Cbttn. Y: Wyke», p. 
58* linyghton, p. 2446. ^ Chron. DAfift. Ikd. h p. 565- 
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teen great barors, never to make pc:ace with Hhe^ -king G^ A P. 
but by commc^n coniJent and approbation. At the Reatf/ 3*B*- 
of thofe who fwore to maintain this aflbcktion, weVe the *^**^^**^^ 
carls of Leicefter, Glocefter and Derby j wirfi feDe- **^' 
fpenfer, the chief jufticiary ; men whohiid ill pr^vfeufly- 
fworn to fubrtiit to the award of the French m6njlH:H/ 
Their only pretci/ce for this breach qf faith^ was, that 
the latter part of Lewis's fentcnce was, as they affirrhed^* 
a contradiSion to the former: He i*atifrcd th^ chij*ter'^ 
liberties, yet annulled the provifiofts of (bxfdrd ; tr'hich^ 
were only calculated, asthey maintained,' to prefervfe thif 
charter; and without which, in thdf eftiniation, they h^d 
no fecurity for its obfervance. ' ' : r- f::: 

Thi: king and prince; finding a civil wafirieyttJlb1tf| 
prepared thenrfclves for defence ; and femniontng^ ftie 
military vaffak from aS quarters, and being reinfofced by 
Salio), k)rd of Galloway, Brus lord of Annatidale, Henri 
Piercy, John Comyn^, and other barons ef the north; 
they compofed an army, formidable as well from its num- 
bers, as its military prowefs and experience. The firft 
enterprlze of the royalifts was the attack of Northamp^ 
ion; which was defended by Slnaoti de Montforff ^ith 
many of the principal barons of ithit party : And a bregtch S^ April 
being made in the^aHs by Philip Baflfet, the place -t^as 
trarried by afiauh, and both the governor and the garrifoh 
were made prtfoners of war ^» The royalifts mardied 
thence to Leicefter and Nottingham, both which places 
opened their gates to them ^ ; and prince Edward pjTO^ 
cceded with a detachment into die county of Derby, fn 
order to ravage with fire and fword the lands of the earl 
of that name, and take revenge on him for his difloyal- 
tyS' Like maxims of war prevailed with both parties 
throughout England ; and the kingdom was thus expdfed 
in a moment to greater devaftation, from the ' amitt^ofi- 
ties of the rival baron«, than it would have fufFered from 
many years of foreign or even domeftic hoftilttjes, 
condud;ed by more humane and more generous princi- 
ples, i 

The 

** Rymer, vol: i. p. 77a. M. Weft. p. 385. Ypod. Neuft. 
p. 469. o Cbrca. T^Wytes, 'p. ■€<>. W. HcnMng, ^p. 

481. Chroii. Dunft.p. 367. M. Weft. p. 3^5. ' Vhrpn. 
\W7kcs, p.6q. l&B'ghtop, p. »447. ^.M. Weft. p. 
385- 
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CHAP;; Th* earl of Leicefter, mafter of London, and of 
XIL the counties in the fouth eaft of England, formed the 

^^^v^'^^^fiege of Rochefter \ which alone held for the king in 
'^4* thofc parts, and which, befides earl Warenne, the gover- 
nor, was garrifoned by many noble and powerful barons 
of the royal party. ^ he king and prince haftened from 
i«Jottingham, where they were then quartered, to the re- 
lief of the^ place; and on their approach, Leicefter 
raifcd the fiege and retreated to Lonibn, which, being 
the center of his power, he was afraid, might, in his 
abfenccr fall into the king's hands, either by force, or by 
a cprrefpopdence wilth the principal inhabitants, who were 
all of them fecretly inclined to the roy^l caufe*. Rein- 
forced by a body of ^5,ooo citizens, and having fum- 
tnoned his partixans from all quarters, he thought himfelf 
ilrong enough to hazard a general battle with the royal- 
ifts, and to determine the fate of the nation in one great 
engagement; which if it proved fuccefeful, muft be de- 
(cifive againft the king, who had no retreat to his broken 
troops in thofe parts ; while Leicefter himfelf, in cafe of 
any finifter accident, could eafily take ftielter in the city. 
To give the better colouring to his ^aufe, he previoufly 

.!. ' . fent a meflage with conditions of peace to Henry, fub- 
m^iiive in the language, but exorbitant in the demands * ; 
^d when the meffenger returned with the lye and defi- 
ance from the king, the prince, and the king of the Ro* 
j^mans, he fent a new meftage, renouncing, in the name 
"of himfelf and of the alfociated barons, all fealty and 
allegiance to Henry. He then marched out of the city 
with his army, divided into four bodies: The firft com- 
manded by his two fons, Henry and Guy de Montfort, 
with Humphrey 4© Bohun, earl of Hereford, who had 
deferte4 to the borons ; the fecond led by the earl of Glo- 
cefter, with ,WiUiam de Montchefney- and John Fitz- 
John; the third, compofed of Londoners, under the 
command of Nicholas de Segrave 4 the £ourth headed by 
himfelf in pierfon. T^c bifliop. of Cbfchefter gave a 
genei'al abfolution to the army, accompanied with affu- 
rances, that, if any of them fell in the aSion, they 

would, 

2 ^. Paris, p. 669. Ckro^. T, :W^s, p 61. ^W- 
Heming. p. S.^l. jChron; Donft. vol. : i. p. ; 569. ? M. 

taris, p.1669. W, Hemiug. p. 583. . . • ; «'• 
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would infallibly be received imo heaven, as the rcwardCH A P. 
cf their fuffering in fo meritorious caufe. XII. 

Leicester, who poffeOed great talents for war, con- ^""^C**^ 
duded his march with fuch (kill and fecrecy, that he had« ', ^ 
well nigh furprized the royalifts in their quarters at Lcwcs »* 
in Suffex : But the promptitude of prince Edward foon , ^tkiL^y 
repaired this negligence ; and he led out the kiitg's army ^ ^* 
to the field in three bodies. He himfelf conduced the 
van, attended by earl Warenne and William de Valence : 
The main body was commanded by the king of the Ro* 
mans and his Ton Henry : The king himfelf was placed in 
the rear at the head of his principal nobility. Prince 
Edward ru(hed upon the Londoners, who had demanded 
the poft of honour in leading the rebel army, but who, 
from their want of difcipline and experience, were ill 
qualified to refill the gentry and military men, of whom 
the prince's body was compofed. They were broke in 
an inftant; were chafed off the fiela; and Edward, 
tranfported by his martial ardour, and eager to revenge 
the infoience of the Londoners againft his mother ^, put 
diem to the fword for the length of four miles, without 
giving them any quarter, and without refledii^ on the 
fete, which in the mean time attended on the reft of the 
army. The carl of Leicefter feeing the royalifts thrown 
into confufion b^ their eagernefs in purfiiit and plunder, 
led on his remaining troops againft the bodies comnund- 
ed by the two royal brothers : He defeated with great 
flaughter the forces led by the king of the Romans ^ 
and that monarch was obliged to yield himfelf prifoner, 
to the earl of Glocefter : He penetrated to the body 
where the king himfelf was placed, threw it into di^r- 
der, purfued his advantage, chafed it into the town of 
Lewes, and obliged Henry tQ furrender himfelf pri« 
loner *. 

Prince Edward, returning to the field of battle fi;pm 
bis precipitate purfuit of the Londoners, was. aftonifhed 
to find it covered with the dead bodies of his friends, 
and ftill more to hear that his father and uncle were it* 
feated and taken prifoners, and tha^ Arundel, Copqiyn, 

' ' Brus, 

® M. Paris, p. 670. Chron. T. Wykei, p. 6a. W. Hem- 
ing. p. 583. M Weft. p. 387. Ypod. Ncuft. p. 46a H, 
Knyghtoi?, f. aA$a, f f/l P^rii, p, ^79. M. Wfsft. p^ 
387. 
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CH AP.Braa, Hamon TEftraDge^ Roger Lcyboumc, and all the 
Xn. confiderable barons of his party, were in the hands of 

V^v-^^^thc Yiaorious enemy. EaH Warenne, Hugh Bigcd, and 
liftf. WiUtam dc Valence, ftruck with dtfpair at this tvcnt^ 
immediatdy took to Bight, hurried to Pevency, and made 
thctf efcape beyond fea^: But the prince^ intrepid a- 
miclft the greatfift diiaQers, exhorted his troops to rer 
Tcsge the death of their friends, to relieve the royal cap* 
bYCS, and to fnatch an cafy conqncft from an enemy, 
diibrdered by their own yiQory ^\ He found his follow- 
ers intimidated by their fuuation ; while Leicefter, afraid 
; ef a fudden and violent blow from the prince, arouftd 

him by a pretence of negotiation, till he was able to re^ 
cal bis ti^ops from the purfuit, and to brii^ them into 
order ". There now appeared no farther refource to the 
royal party ; furrounded by the armies and garrtfons of 
the enemy, deftitute of forage and provifions, and depri- 
ved of their fovercign> as well as of their principal lea» 
dm, who could alone infpirit them to an obilinate re- 
fiftance» The prince, therefore, was obliged to fubipit 
to Leiceftcr*s terms, which were fbort and icverc, a- 

Seeably to the fuddennefs and neceifity of the fituation. 
e (Upulated, that he and Henry d'Allmainc {hould fvor* 
render thcmfelvcs prifoaers as pledges in th^ place of the 
two kings ; that all other prifoners on both fides fhould 
be relesfed^ ; and that in order to iettle fully the terms 
of agreement, applications ftould be made to the king 
of France, that be fttould name fix Frenchmen, three 
prelates and three nobWmen : Thefe fix to choofe twp 
others of their own country : And thefe two to choofe one 
Englifiiman, ,whot, in conjunSioo with themfelves, were 
to be invefted by both parties with full powers to make 
whi^ pq;«iations they thoi^ht proper for tlie fettlement 
of the kingdom. The prince and young Henry accord-, 
ingly dbKvered ditmfBvcs into Leicejfter's hands, who 
Qffii theeft under a guard to Dover caftle. Such are th^ 
ternwof agreement, conuiMsnIy called the Miff of Lewes^ 
from an obfolele French terna of that meaning : For it ap^ 
ye^riy that aU the genixy »d taobiliiy ot England, w^iP 
diftebied the language of their native country, made 

familiar 

• « Chro^. t. Wykci,' ^ 65. <^ W. Hc^ng. p. j«^. 
^IW**- ^M.Faiift, j^,iS7i. Knyghton, p. 2451. 
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fiamiliar ufe of the French, till this period, and for fome CHAP, 
time after. ^^^• 

Leicester had no fooner obtained this great ad van- ^ ^^7*"^ 
tage, and got the whok royal family in his power, than *^4- 
he openly violated every article of the treaty, and afted 
as fole mailer, and even tyrant of the kingdom. He 
ftill detained the king in eflFed a prifoner, and made ufc 
of that prince's authority to purpoles the moft prejudicial 
to his interefts, and the moft oppreffive of his people ^. 
He every where difarmed the royal ifts, and kept all his 
own partizans in a military pofture ^ : He obferved the 
fame partial conduft in the delivery of the captives, and ^ 
^ven threw many of the royalifts into prifon befide thofe 
who were taken in the battle of Lewes : He carried the 
king from place to place, and obliged all the royal caftles^ 
on pretence of Henry's commands, to receive a governor 
and garrifon of his own appointment : All the officers of 
the crown and of the houfehold were named by him ; 
and the whole authority, as well as arms of the ftate, 
was lodged in his hands : He inftituted in the counties a 
new kind of magiftracy, endowed with new and arbitrary 
powers, that of confervators of the peace ^ : His rapa- 
cious avarice appeared barefaced to the whole nation, and 
were fufiicient to make us queftion the great nefs of his 
ambition, at leaft the largeneis of his mind : if we had 
not reafon to think, that he intended to employ his un- 
bounded acquifitions as the inftruments for attaining far- 
ther power and grandeur. He feized no lefs than the 
eflates of eighteen barons as his (hare x)f the fpoil gained 
in the battle of Lewes : He engroffetl to himfelf the ran- 
fom of all the prifoners ; and told his barons, with a 
wanton infolence, that it was fufficient for them, that he 
had faved them by that vidory from the forfeitures and 
Jtttainders, which hung over thcm^ : He even treated 
the earl of Glocefter in the fame injurious manner, and 
lurned to his own profit the ranfom of the king of the 
Romans, who had in the field of battle yielded himfelf 
prifoner to that irtobleman. Henry, his eldeft fcf., made 
a tnonopoiy of all the wool of the kingdom, the only 
valuable comn^dity for foreign markets which it at that » 

\ time 

* Rymer, vol. i. p 790, 791, &c. ^ Ibid. vol. i. p. 
755. %iJtfs^^f^U, No. 211, a I a. CKron. T. Wykea, 
p. 4j. * Rjn?r> ■ vol. i. f* 79^ ^ Knyghton, p 245 1 . 
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C H A P. time produced ^. The inhabitants of the cinque-ports, 
XII. during the prefent diflblution of government, betook 

^-**>^"'*^ thcmfelves to the moft licentious piracy, made a ^rey of 
1264, fhe fl^jpj Qf all nations, threw the mariners into the fca, 
and by thefe praftices foon baniftied all merchants from 
the Englifli coafts and harbours. Every foreign com- 
modity roie to an exorbitant price ; and woollen cloatbs, 
which the Englifh had not then the art of dying, were 
worn by them white, and without receiving the laft hand 
of the manufadurer. In anfwer to the complaints which 
^rofe on this occafion, Leicefter replied, that the king- 
dom could well enough fubfift within itfelf, and needed 
no intercourfe with foreigners. And it was found, that 
he even combined with the pyrates of the cinque ports, 
and received as his fliare the third of their prizes ^. 

No farther mention was made of the reference to the 
king of France, fo efTential an article in the agreement 
of Lewes ; and Leicefter fummoned a parliament, com- 
pofed altogether of his own partizans, in order to rivet, 
by their authoriy, that power wTiich he had acquired by 
fo much violence, and which he ufed with fo much ty- 
ranny and injuftice. An ordinance was there pa(red, to 
which the king's confent had been previoufly extorted, 
that every a£l of royal power (hould be exercifed by a 
council of nine perfons, who were to be chofen and re- 
moved by the majority of three, Leicefter himfelf, thq 
carl of Glocefter, and the * biftiop of Chichefter *^ By. 
this intricate plan of government, the fcepter was really 
put into Leicefter's hands ; as he had the entire diredion 
©f the biftiop of Chichefter, and thereby commanded alj 
the refolutions of the council of three, who could appoint 
or difcard at pleafure every memlier of the fupreme coun- 
cil. 

But it was impoffible that things coul,d long remain i^ 
this ftrange fituation. It behpved Leiicefter either to de^ 
fcend with fome peril into the rank pf a fubjefi, or tp 
mount up with no lefs into that of a foverieign ; and his 
cxorbita^ t ambition, unreftrained by any fear pr princi- 
ple, gave too much reafon to fufped him of the latter inr 
tpntion. Mean >vhile, he was e^cpofed to anxiety frpm 
fvefy quarter; am) felt that the fm'alleft incident was 

capable 

% o Chron. T. Wykei, p. 65. ^ Clux». T. Wykes, j^ 
(5S- ^Ryjiicr, vol. i. p. 793. Br^dy^ A^p. No. ajj. 
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capable of overturning that immenfe and ill-ccmcntcd CHAP. 
fabric, Ayhich he had reared. The queen, whom her XH. 
hufband had left abroad, had colieSed in foreign parts w— v^**-» 
an army of defperate adventurers, and had aflembled a ^^4* 
great number of (hips, with a view of invading the 
kingdom, and of bringing relief to her unfortunate fa- 
mily. Lewis, detefting Leicefter's ufurpations and per* 
juries, and difgufted by the refufal of the Englifii ba- 
rons, to fubmit to his award, favoured all her enter- 
prizes, and was generally believed to be making prepa- 
rations for the fame purpofe. An Engliih army, by the 
pretended authority of the captive king, was aflemUed 
on the fea coaft to oppofe this projeded invafion ^ ; but 
Leicefler owed his fecurity more to crofs winds, which 
long detained and at*laft difiipated and broke the queen's 
fleet, than to any refiftance,-' which, in their prefect fitua- 
tion, could be expeAed from the Englilh ^ 

Leicester found himfelf better able to refift the 
(pirituai thunders, which were levelled againft him. The 
pope, Aill adhering to the kind's caufe againft th& barons^ 
difpatched cardinal Guido as his legate into England, with 
orders to excommunicate the three carls, Leicefter, Glo- 
cefter, and Norfolk, by name, and all others in general, 
who concurred in the oppreflion and captivity of their 
fovereign '^. Leicefter menaced the legate with death, 
if he fet his foot within the kingdom; but Guido, meet- 
ing in France the biihops of Winchefter, London, and 
Worcefter, who had been fent thither on a negociatioo, 
commanded them, under the penalty of ecqlefiaftical 
cenfures, to carry his bull into Elngland, and to puUiihtt 
againft the barons. When the prelates arrived off the 
coaft, they were boarded by thepyratical mariners of the 
cinque ports, to whom probably they gave a hint of the 
cargo, which they brought along with them ; The bull 
was torn and thrown into the fea ; which furnifticd the 
artful prelates with a plaufiblc excufe for not obeying 
the orders of the legate". Leicefter appealed from' 
Guido to the pope in perfon ; but before his ambaffadors 
could reach Rome to defend his caufe, the pope was 

dead, 

^ Qsad J*s App. No. a 16, ziy. Chron. Dunft. vol. i. p. 
^3. iML Weft. p. 385. s Chron. Mailr. p, 226. Chron. 
. Wykes, p. 6}, "^ Rymcr, vol. i. p. 798. Chron. Dunft. 
vol i p. 373, u i^ paris^ p. ^7 1. T. Vy^ykes, p. 6$. 
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CHAP. dead, and they found the legate himfcif, from whom 
XII. they had appealed, feated on the papal throne, under 

^^'~>'^'*'^^ the aame of Urban IV. That daring leader was no wife 
•*^4« difw>ayed wrth this event; and as he foend that a great 
part of his poptrferrty in England was founded oft his op- 
pofition to Rome, which was now bcconie odious, he per- 
Med with the more obftinacy in the profecutton of his 
meaftirea. 

That he might both encreafe, and turn to advan- 
^^^5- tage his popularity, Leicefter fummoned a new parlia- 

*o^ J*"* ment in London, where he knew his power wao uncon- 
trolkMe ; and he fixed this afferr>My on a more demo* 
crattcal bafis, than any which had ever been fummoned 
fince the foundation of the J^ngliih nrKynafrchy. Befides 
the harons of his own party, and fcveral ecdefiaflics, 

H nfe of ^^^ ^^^^c not immediate tenants of the crown ; he or* * 

commons. ^^""^^ returns to be made of two knights froih every 
fhire, and what is more remarkable, of deputies from 
the boroughs, which had always in former ag«$ been 
cfteemed of too mean a rank to be allowed a place in the 
nationat councils ^. This period is comn)Of>ly efteenv- 
ed the epoch of the houfe of commons in England ; %nd 
it IS certainly the firft time, that hiftorians fpeak of any 
reprefentatives fent to parliament by the boroughs, in 
all the general accounts given in preceding times of 
thofe affemblies, the nobility and barons only are men- 
tioned as the conf^ituent members ; and even in the moft 
particular narratives delivered of parliamentary tranfac- 
tions, as in the trial of Thomas a Becket, where the 
events of each day, and almoft of each hour, ape care- 
fully recorded by contemporary authors ^, there is nor, 
throughout the whole, the leaft appearance of a houie of 
commons. But though that houfe derived its* firft ex- 
iftence from fo precarious and evenfo invidious an origin 
as Leicefter*s ufurpation, it proved foon, when fwm- 
^ moned by the legal princes, one of the moflb ufefbl, 
and, in procefs of time, one of the ,moft powerful, 
members of the national conftitution ; and gfadUaHy re- 
faied the kingdom from ariftocratical s» well as from 
regal tyranny. But Leicefler's policy, if we muft a- 
fcribc to him fo. great a blefllng, only forwarded by fome 
yeai-s an inflitution, for which the general ftate el things 

'ftad 

;U Rymer, vol i. p. $02. ^ PitTi-Steplieii, Hit. Q^a- 

drip. Hoveden, &c. 
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hed sirewAy ptefpirtfd the nation ; -and it is otherwife in-C H A P. 
conceivable, thit ft plant, iet by fo inaufpicious a hand, XII. 

could have attaiw^d to fo vigorous a growth, and have^^ — v ' 

flouriflied inthe itiidft of fuch .tempefls and convulfois^ *^^^ 
The feudal 'ft'^flens with which the Uberty, much more 
the power of tfee commons', ^as totaUy incompatible, be- 
gan gradually to 4e^line ; and both king and people, who 
ick its inconveniencies> contributed to favour this new 
jiower, which- was more fubmiflive than the barons to 
tke regular authority of the cr^^n, and at the- fame time 
horded protfeSiofi to the inferior or<lers of the ftate* 

Leicestir, having thus affembled a parliament of 
his own model, and trufting to the attachment of- the 
populace ©f London, feized the opportunity of cruChing 
his rival* among the powerful barons. Robert de Ferrars, 
earl of Derby, 'was aooifed in the king's nsime, feized, 
and committed to cuftody, without being brought to any 
legal trial '*^. John Giffbrd, menaced with the fame fate, ' 

fled from London, and took fliefter in the marches of ' ' 

Wales. Even the earl of Olocefter, whofe power and 
influence had fo much contributed tc the fuccefs^ of the 
barons, but who was of late ^rtrtttldty difgufted at Lei- 
cefter*s arbitrary conduQ:, fomid hihrfelf in danger from 
the prevaiUi^ authority of his -antibrtt confed^i^ate ; and 
he retired ft^ parliament^. This known diflfenfion, 
ga^ve tourag^to all Leiceft^r'^ enemies and to the ktiig*g 
friends ; who were pow fure of p«pdt^ion from fo potent 
n leader. Though Roger MortiToer, Hamon L'Eftraiige, 
and other powerful marchei-s bf Walfefe, had been obliged 
to leave the kingdom, their aiithority^ill remaifned over 
the territories fubj^ed to ^leir^jwifdiftion; Ind there 
«r€re naatry others who were di^fedto give difttirbance 
to the mw ^vernment. The aniiinofiti^, infepar^ble 

from the feudal arHlocracJy,' l»xike<GUti^it^ith frefb violence, 
and threatened? the kingdom -with ^lew'convtilfions and dif- 
orders. ,.':•. 

, Thb eaii of Lreicefter, furrownded with thcfe dif- 
ficukie% cmbracctd a meafiirie,' fnom uiiich he ^oped to • 
reap fome f>refent advantage^,' but which proved in the 
€nd the faurce of all his future calamities. The aQive 
and intrepid prince Edward had languiihed in prifon ever 
" .' fince 



^ Chron.T. Wykes, p. 66; Ann. Waved, p. 216. 
^ M. Ptrit, 'p. 671 . Alto* Wavcrl p. « 1 6. 
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CHAP, fince the fatal battle of Lewes ; and as lie was extremely 
XII. popular in the kingdom, there arofe a general defire of 

^ ^"-^-^ ieeing him again rellored to liberty ^. Leicefier finding, 

*^^5- that he could with difficulty oppoTe the concunii^ wiOies 
of the nation, ftipulated with the prince, that in return, 
he (hould order his adherents to deliver up to the barons, 
all their caftles, particularly thofe on the borders d 
Wales ; and (hould fwear neither to depart the kingdom, 
during three years, nor introduce into it any foreign 
forces *• The king took an oaih to the fame effeft, and 
he alfo paffed a charter, in which he confirmed the 
agreement or Mife of Lewes ; and evefi permitted his 
fubjeds to rife in arms againft him, if he (hould ever at- 
tempt to infringe it ^. So little care had Leicefter taken, 
though he had conftaritly made ufe of the authority of 
this captive prince, to preferve to him any appiearance of 
royalty or kingly prerogatives* 

*j* , In confequence of this treaty, prince Edward was 

^^^ brought into Weftminfter-hall^ and w^ declared free by 
the barons : But inftead of really recoverii^ his liberty^ 
as he had vainly expeSed, he found, that the whole 
tt-anfaSion was a fraud on the part of Leicefter; that 
he ftill continued a prifoncr at large, and was ftriftly 
guarded by the emi(raries of that noHeman ; and that 
while the faSion reaped all the benefit from the perfwra* 
ance of his part of the treaty, care was taken that he 
himfelf (hould enjoy no advantage by it. As. Glocefter, 
on his rupture with the barons, had retired for (afety to 
his e(}ates on the borders of Wales ; Leicefter followed 
him witii an army to Hereford °j .continued ftill to men- 
ace and negociate, and that he might add authority t& 
his caufe, he carried both the king and prince along with 
him. The carl of Glocefter here concerted with young 
Edward the manner of that prince's efcap^. He found 
> means to convey to him a horfe of extraordinary fwift^i- 
nefs ; and appointed Roger Mortimer, who had returned 
into the kingdom, to he re$^dy ^t hartd with a fmall party 
to receive the prince, and to guard him to a place of 

28th May. fafety. Edward pretended to take the air with fome of 

Leicefter** 

^ Knyghton, p. 2451. ■ Ann. Wavcri. p. ai6. 

^ Blackifton's Mag. Charta. Chron. Dunft. vol. i. p. 37^. 
^ Chron. T. Wykes, p. 67. Ann. Wavc^l. p. 2,1^ W. 
Heming. p. 585, Chron. Dunft. fl&l. i. p. 383, 384. 
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Leiccfter's retinue, who were his guards ; and making CHAP. 
matches between their horfes, after he thought he had XII. 
tired and blown them fufficiently, he fuddenly mounted *— ^z-— *^ 
Glocefter's horfe, and called to his attendants, that he '*^S- 
had long enough enjoyed the pleafure of their company, 
and now bid them adieu. They followed hfm for fomc 
fpace, without being able to overtake him 5 and the ap- 
pearance of Mortimer with hi^ company put an end to 
their purfuit ^. 

The royalifts, fecretly prepared for this happy event, 
immediately flew to ctrms ; and the joy of this gallant 
prince's delivery, the oppreflions under which the nation 
laboured, the expe^ation of a new fcene of affairs, and 
the countenance of the earl of Glocefter, procured Ed- 
ward an army which Leicefter was utterly unable to with- 
ftand^. This nobleman found himfelf in a remote quar- 
ter of the kingdom, furrounded by his enemies, barred 
of all communication with his friends by the Severne, 
whofe bridges Edward had broken down *, and obliged to 
fight the caufe of his party under fuch multiplied difad- 
vantages. In this extremity he wrote to his (on, Simon 
de Montfort, to haften from London with an army for 
his relief; and Simon had advanced to Kenilworth, with 
that view ; where fancying that all Edward's force and 
attention were direSed agsfmft his father, he lay fecure 
and unguarded. But the prince, making a fudden and 
forced march, furprized him in his camp, diiSpated his 
army, and took the earl of Oxford, and many other 
noblemen prifoners, almoft without refiftance^. Leicef- 
ter, ignorant of his fon's fate, pafled the Severne in boats 
during Edward's abfence, and lay at Evelham, in ex- 
pedation of being every hour joined by his friends from 
London : When the prince, who made profit of every 
favourable moment, appeared in the field before him. Battle of 
Edward made a body of his troops advance from the Evefi^Jim, 
road which led to Kenilworth, and ordered them to carry and death 
the banners taken fi-om Simon's army ; while he himfelf, of Lei- 
making, cefter. 

4th Aug. 

2 M. Paris,' p. 67:6. Chron. T. Wykes, p. 97. Ann. 
Waveri. p. 218. W. Heming. p. 585. Knyghton, p. 2452. 
A Chron. T. Wykes, p, 68. ^ Chron. Duna. vol. i. p. 
-383. ^ M.Paris, p. 672. Chron.^ Mailr. p. 230. Chron. 
T. Wykes, p. 69. Ann. WaverL p. 219- W. Heming. p. ^ 

586. Knyghton, p. 2452. 
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CHAP, making, a circuit with the reft of his forces, propofed 
Xn. to attack the enemy from the other quarter ^, Leicefter 
^- — s/-^-' was long deceiyed by this ftratagem, and took one divifion 
1265. of Edward's army for his friends; but at laft, perceiv- 
ing his miftake, and obferving the great fUperiority and 
excellent difpofitions of the royalifts, he exclaimed, that 
thcT had learned from him their military order; adding, 
•< The Lord have mercy on our fouls, for I fee our bodies 
" are the prince's*^." The battle immediately began, 
though on very unequal terms. Leicefter's army, by 
living in the mountains of Wales without bread, which 
was not then much ufed, among the inhatitants **, had 
been extremely weakened by ficknefs and defertion, and 
was foon broken by the vi Serious royalifts ; while his 
WeHh allies, accuftomed only to a defuhory kind of war, 
immediately took to flight, and were puriued with great 
flaugiiter^. Leicefter himfeif, afking for quarter, was 
(lain in the heat of the action, with his eldeft fon Henry, 
Hugh k Defpenfer, and about one hundred and fixty 
knights, and many other gentlemen of his party. 1 he 
old king had bten porpofely placed by the rebels in the 
front of the battle ; and being clad in armour, and there- 
by not kno^n by his friends, he received a wound, and 
was in danger of his life : But crying cut, / am Henry of 
' W'tnthefler^ y^ur kingy he was faved ; and put in a place 
of fecurity, by his fon, who flew to his affiftance ". 

The vickince, iligiatitude, tyranny, rapacity, and 
treachery of the earl of Leicefter, give a very bad idea 
of his moral charafter, and make us regard his death as 
moft happy event, which, in this con junQure, could have 
happened to the Englifti nation : Yet we muft allow the 
man to have poffeffed great abilities, and the appearance 
of great virtues, who, though a ftr anger, could, at a 
time when ftrangers were the moft odious, and the moft 
univerfally decried, have acquired fo extenfive an intereft 
in the kingitem, and have fo nearly paved his way to 
the throne itfelf. His milrtary capacity, and his political 
craft, were equally eminent: He poffcflTed the talents 
both of governing men and conducing bufuaefs: And 

though 

^ M. Paris, p. 672. Chron. Mailr. p. 2jf. * M. 

Paris, p. 672. W. Heniin^, p. §86. Kjiygbion, p. ^453. 
» * Ghron. T. Wylces, p. ^. . ^ Kny^fion^ f. 345^. 

" Chron. de Mailr. p. 232. W. Heming. p. 587. ' 
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though his aitib'ttion was bouoDUiefii k^ttmi^irMiirfMoC^AV^ 
have exceeded his courage nor his genius | and he hlMl< XK 
thehappinefs of making, the lowpcyulkce^ as- well as itjie'^" y ^^ 
haughty barons, co-operate towards the fucse6 wf: bJ^ »»?• 
feHifli and dangerous purpdes. Akpritce of.|^ata*/abi^; 
lity and vigour than Henry might hav« dire^edrtfae tft-^ 
lents of this noblenian either to the €xaItation:> oft his: 
throne, of to the good of his people. But the advailiatfesl 
given to Leiceftcr, by the Weak and . variaWe: adm&i- 
Aration of the king, brcHijght on t^e ruin of royal jaii^id^^ 
ty^, and produced infinite confafions in' theJdogflofii^ 
which however in the end prefi^^ed ind extremo^ im-* 
proved the national liberty and conftitution. >Hisi:poK 
pularity, even after his deaths oobtinued ib' greats 'thaty 
though excbmndufiicated by. Rome, the people i beiievcid 
him to be a faiat; and many mimcles werei&rdio ber 
wrought upon his tomb ^ u ! » (1 

/ The vtdor3r: of Eveiham, witU the death of ^Leictsf^jlettte* 
tefy proved descifive in favour of the royaliSs,. imA idadi^inent of 
an equal, though a very oppofita itnpreffipn^otfifrieddb the go* 
and enemies^ in every partof Englalad. Thetkin^; of ^eminent 
the Romans recovered his liberty; The other) ifirifolieh 
of the royal party. were not; only freed, but courted, by 
their keepers : Fitz*Richard, the fedrivous mayor of* iLon'* 
don, who had noarked out forty, of the moft wealthy 
citizens for flaughter, immediately ftopjped hislhaods on 
receiving news of this grearetentj And alrooft all'>thw 
caftles garrifbned by the barons,. iiaft^Aed to make rtbeir 
fubmiffions.andtoopen their gates to the kiilg« ,Thcfifio 
of Axholme .alone, and th^ of Ely, truftihg^ tp :ths 
flcength of their 'fi^uation, -ventured? tomake fefiftaaGe^ 
|>ut wete at laft reduced^ as welL as.tfa^ caille ori>over^ 
by..the valdur .and activity of prince > Edward ^.;.);Ad4m. ii66J 
dc .G.ourdon, a courageous baron, ^maintained hi^iMfi 
fome time in the forefts of Hampfliire, conrniitted^den 
predations in; the neighbourhood^: and oT}liged therpririce 
io. lead a body of troops into Haat country againft. him* 
Edward attacked the camp of the rebels^ and being 
tranfported by the ardour of ^ftion, leaped! over the 
trench with a. few followers, knd encountered Gour<loti 
himfelf in a fingle coi^bat. The iriaory was loflg 4ilt 
- Vol. IL • N /\ puted 

^ Chron. de Mailr. p. 23a. ^ M. Paris, p. 676. W. 
Heming. p. jsa* ' : '' ; ■ ? *f ; ' 
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OJiAlI^^ecb JMvreot tfaefis v^liaiit combatants ; bm ended st 

70k IIAl' ui> (be. prino^t favouir, who wounded his antor^ 

.^*^|^J^*^girtiifl> threw hin^fiW fii» horfe, mud took him prifonei:,* 

*?■» Md lilQC only granted him his life j but ijfitroduced him 

thjttvoy might to ^he.queen at Guilford^ procured him 

bia: pj^rdon, rcftorjed; him to his cftate, received him 

ioM> fBorcnu, ami was ev^tr after very faithfully ferVed by 

- A *r.oTAL vi&^.. of »be fcwereignt over fe extetifive 
s^ ireheUk)h commonly produces « reyohition of govern-' 
QUBot^ andftrengthensy.as well as enlarges, for ijbme time, 
ihC' pfi^rc^attves of the crown : Yet no facrifices of na^* 
lioqallBerty were made on this occafiDD^ the great char^ 
tfiat fepiaiDcd ftiH inviioiate; and th^ Jting, fenfible that 
kb\ ofljen baronsy 1^ whofitjafTiilaoce. atone he had pre*- 
vailcd^^icere no Idijcabus of their tndependence than 
the other party, feems thenceforth to ha.Te i^iore care*" 
. : .^^UyiaUfttoifid froiti allthof^^cx^ of arbitrary power, 

'^. whidi bad a^rdedfa |)Iauftblo a pretence to the reb^; 

'O- o' TPhcidlemency oF;^his viQiqry is aUb rcnatkabJe : N^ 
' " 1 blcnd'ina& ffaed pit the fcaffold : No attainders, except of 
ofjlbeJlflountforfc family; wicre carried into executions 
jftdid thcmgh aparliamentj JiffemUed at Wincheiler, at-» 
Uanttcd all thde, who had borne arms agaiitft the kin^^ 
^y .compofiliom^were made with them for their knds^; 
and thcrlhighdl fym^ levied on the mpft notorious of^ 
fatidtiESy ;;a[ceeded^ not five years, rem of their eftate; 
Bafiti tfattcsarl of Derby, who again rebdiedv after hav«» 
Bl^ bdeki pardoned and reflored to: hia fortune^ was obliged 
biiipajs qriy.fevea j^earsrent, and was a fecond time re** 
^OMiL The mild di^fition pf the king, and the pvw* 
fjtnos^ X)|.the pdnce, tenipered the infblence of vidory^ 

*^ ' andlgfeadually reflored xirder to the fevcral membo^ of tho 
llale^ di^obited by fo long a continuafnce of civil wars and 
•otnifaotions. 

~-T^K city of London, which had carried fartiieft th^ 
vai|^> and ;^imofity againfl the king, and which feemed 
^ieMtnined to ftand upon its defence aftei: almoft all tht 
kitlgdoai^ had fiibmitted, was, after fame Intervaij no* 
ftiMd^^ to mofl of its liberties and priYil^[«5$ dad 
FitE-|tidiard| the mayor, who had b^ |u»7 of fo 
ioM^ illegal violence, was only punifhed by mc and hn« 

prifonment. 

^ M. Paris, p. 675. •* M. Paris, p. 675. 
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prifomnent. The coontcfs of Leictflcr, iht kii?g% fiflcr,C H Jl P. 
who had been extremely forward in all atticks on the XH. 
royal family, was difmi^ed the kingdom with her two ^--*"V-"*^ 
fons, Simon and Guy **, who proved very un^ateful for taOS. 
this lenity. Five years afterwards, they aSaffinated, at 
. Viterbo in Italy, their coufin Henry d'Allmaine, who at 
that very time was endeavouring to make their -p^eace with 
the king ; and by taking fanftuary in the church ^f the 
Francifcans, they efcaped the puniihment due to fo great 
an enormrty^. 

The merits of the earl t)f Glocefter, after he returned 1267. 
to his allegiance, had been fp great, in rcftoring the 
prince to' his liberty, and affiftii^ him in his vidoritts 
againft the rebellious barons, mat it was ahnoft rm- 
poffible to contetit him in his demands ; and his youth 
"aird tetncrity, as weB as his great power^ tempted him, 
on fome new difgcill, to raife again the flames of re- 
^^elKonin the kingdom. The mutinous populace of Lon- 
don, at his inftigation, took to arms ; and the prince was. 
obliged to colleft an army of 30,000 men, in order to 
fupprefs them '. Even this fecond rebellion tiid not pro- 
voke the king to any afl:s of icrudty; and the eail of 
Glocefter himfelf efcaped with a total impunity. He 
■was only obliged to enter into a bond of 20,000 marks, 
that he never again would be guilty of rebellion^ A 
itrange method of efrfbrcing the laws, and a proof of the 
tlangerous independence of the barons in thofe ages? 
Thcfe potent ndbles were, from the danger of the exam- 
ple, averfe to the execution of the laws of fofrfeiture and 
ifelony againft any of their brethren ; though they cotrH 
not with a good grace reftrfe to concur in dbfigtng them ^ 
to fulfil any Voluntary contrad and engagement, into 
whidi they had entered. 

Tnt prince, finding the ftate of the kingdom tolerably 1^70^ 
compofed, w^^s feduced, by his avidity for glory, aiid by 
the prqudVces of the age, as well as by the earrteftfoli- 
tritatlons of the king bf Ftatice, to tlndertake an expedi- 
tion \agaciiift the infidels in the Holy Land*^; and he 
'^deavonred previoufly to feitte the ftate in fuch a man- 

N a ner, 

« Chron. T. Wykes^ o. 72. ^ Rymer, vol. i. p. 879. 
-rrt.ii. f.4, J. Oiroii. T. Wjtes, p. $4- ^- H«™fr ^. 
589. Trivet, p. ^1^9, ^ Chr«fii. T. W^, p; J9. 

*^ Chron. T. Wjtes, p. «i. ^ W. iWif, f. 6ft- 
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CHAP. MTf as to dread no bad ^e3s from his abfence* As the 
XII. dangerous power and turbulent difpofition of the earl of 

\.^y-%<^^ Glocefter gave him apprehenfions, he^infifted on carrying 
**7®' him along with him, in confequence of a vow, which 
that nobleman had made to undertake the fame voyage ; 
and in the mean time, he obliged him to refign fome of 
his caftles, and to enter into a new bond not to difturb 
the peace of the kingdom^. He failed from England 
with an army; and arrived in Lewis's camp before Tunis 
in Africa, where he found that monarch already dead, 
from theintemperance of the climate and the fatigues of 
his enterprize. The great, if not only weaknefs of this 
prince in his government, was the imprudent zeal for 
crufades ; but it was this prepoffeflion chiefly that pro- 
cured him from the clergy the title of St. Lewis, by 
which he is known in the French hiftory ; and if that 
appellation had not been fo extremely proftituted by the 
R^omifh church, as to become rather a term of peproach, 
he feems, by his uniform probity and goodnefs, as well as 
his piety, to have fully merited the title. He was fuc- 
ceeded by his fon, Philip, denominated the Hardy ; a 
prince of fome merit, though much inferior to that of 
his father. 
1271. Prince Edward, not difcouraged by this event, con- 
tinued his voyage to the Holy Land, where he fignalized 
himfelf by aSs of valour : Revived the glory of the Eng- 
lifh name in thofe parts : And (truck fuch terror into the 
Saracens, that they employed an affaflin to murder him, 
who wounded him in the arm, but periihed in the at- 
tenq>t'^. Meanwhile, his abfence from England was 
attended with many of thofe pernicious confequences,^ 
which bad been dreaded from it. The laws were not 
executed : The barons oppreffedthe common people with 
impunity " : They gave flielter on their eftates to bands 
of robbers, whom they employed in committing rava- 

fes on the eflates of their enemies: The populace of 
#ondon returned to their ufual licentioufnefs : And the 
old king, unequal to the burthen of public affairs, called 
fdoud for his gallant fon to return ^^ and to ailift him in 
fwaying that fcepter, which was ready to drop from his 

feeble 

« Chron. T. Wykes^ p. 90. ^ M. Paris, p. 678, 679. 
W. Heming. p. 520. ^ Chron. Dunft. vol i. p. 404. 
? Rywr, vol i. p; 869. M. Paris, p. 678. 
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feeble and uncertain hands. At laft, overcome by the C H A P. 
cares of government, and the infirmities of age, he vi- XIL 
fibly declined, and he expired at St, Edmondibury in the ^^■*-^^*^ 
64th year of his age, and 56th of his reign; the longeft *^7*' 
reign which is to be met with in the Englifh annals. His ^^Nov 
brother, the king of the Romans (for he never attained ^^*> 
the title of emperor) died about feven months before 
him. 

The nrioft obvious clrcumftance of Henry the third*8 and cha- 
charaQer is his incapacity for government, which rendered raderof 
him as much a prifoner in the hands of his own minif- the king, 
ters and favourites, and as^ little at his own difpofal, as 
-when detained a captive in the hands of his enemies. 
From this fource, rather than from infincerity or trea« 
chery, arofe his negligence in obferving his promifes ; 
and he was too eafdy induced, for the fake of prefent con- 
venience, to facrifice the lafting advantages arifing from 
the truft and confidence of his people. Hence were de- 
rived his profufion to favourites, his attachment to ftran- 
gers, the variablenefs of his condud, his hafty refent- 
ments, and his fudden forgivenels and return of affedion. 
Inftead of reducing the dangerous power of his nobles, 
by obliging them to obferve the laws towards their infe- 
riors, and fetting them the falutary example in his own 
government ; he was feduced to imitate their conduft, 
and to make his arbitrary will, or rather that of his mi- 
nifters, the rule of his anions. Inftead of accommo- 
dating himfelf, by a ftrift frugality, to the embarrafled 
lituation in which his revenue had been left, by the mili- 
tary expeditions of his uncle, the diflipations of his fa- 
ther, and the ufurpations of the barons ; he was tempted 
to levy money by irregular exaSions, which, without 
enriching himfelf, impoverifhed, at leaft difgufted his 
people. Of all men, nature feemed leaft to have fitted 
him for being a tyrant ; yet are there inftances of op- 
preifion in his reign, which, though derived from the 
precedents left him by his predeceflbrs, had been careful- 
ly guarded againft by the great charter, and are incon- 
fiftent with all rules of good government. And on the 
whole, we may fay, that greater abilities with his good 
difpofitions, would have prevented him from falling into 
his faults ; or with worfe difpoCtionS| would have enabled 
himtomaint^un and defend them. 

This 
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This prince was noted for his piety and devotion, and 
bis regular attendance on public worihip ; and a faying of 
his on that head is much celebrated by antient writers* 
He was engaged in a difpute with Lewis IX. of France^, 
concerning the preference between fenvions aod maffes : 
He maintained the fuperiority of the latter, and afBrmed, 
that he would rather have one hour's converfation with a 
friend, than hear twenty the mod elaborate difcourfes, 
pronounced in praife of hira ^. 

Henry left two fons, Edward his fucceflbr, and Ed- 
fii61id| earl of Lancafler 5 and two daughters, Margaret 
queen of Scotland, and Beatrix dutchefs of Britanny. He 
bad five other chUdren, who died in their infancy* 

The following are the mod reniarkable laws ena£l6d 
during this reign. There had been great difputes between 
the civil and ecclefiaffical courts about baftardy. The 
common law had deemed all thofe baffards who were 
born before wecSock : By the canon law they were legi- 
timate : And when any difpute of inheritance arofe, it 
had been formerly ufuai for the civil courts to ifliie writs 
to the (pirituat, direfling them to enquire into the legi- 
timacy of the perfon. The bilfeop always returned an 
amfwer agreeable to the canon taw, though contrary to the 
municipal law of the kingdom. For this reafdn, the 
civil courts had changed the nature of their writ, and 
Jnitead of requiring the fpiritual courts to enquire con* 
cCfhing the legitimacy of the perfon, they only propofed 
the fimple queftion of fa£l, whether he^as born before 
6t after wedlock. The prelates complained of this prac^ 
tide to the parliament aUembled at Mcrton in the twen^ 
ti^th of. this king, and defired that the civil law might be 
rendered conformable to the canon 2 But received fronn aU 
the Mobility the memorable reply: Nolumus leges Anglia 
fttutare. We will not change the laws of England '^. 

After the civil wars, the parliament, fummoned at 
Marlebridge, gave their^ approbation to moft of the or- 
dltiances^ which had been enaQed by the reforming ba- 
rotts,.and which, though advantageous to the fecuriiy of 
th^ people^ had not received the fanSion of a proper 
authority. Among other laws, it was there enacted, 
that alt appeals fromthe courts of inferior }ords iho^ld he 

carFie4 



^.Walfiijg. Edw. I. p. 43. 
Aap.9. 
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carried iitt&ly to the king's tkmi^ ^Mk)tft pafiinrfek^?. 
through the courts trf the lords ihnfiedi^dy fcjj)^br ". j^L^j 
It was ordained th^t money fliouM bear no interdil^ariiijg^ ■■^y;'' ^ 
the minority of the creditor *. This kw was very ileaP ra7a. 
fonaWe, as the eflates of miners were alwayrih tfheliWds 
of their lords, and the debtors could not pay intei'eft'wlttre 
they had no revenue. The charter of klrtg^ Jdhir hW 
granted this indulgence: It was omitted in that of WentV 
III. for whatrealon is unknown ; but it was xttitifkAm 
the ftatute of Marlebridge. Moft of the oA^r irtrttdfes 
of this ftatntc arc calculated to reftraih the opprefliohs? if 
(bel-iffs, and the violences and iniquities commitltfd in 
diftraining cattle and other goods. Cattle and thfc 'iflBH- 
' ments of hufbandry compofcd at that time the chref riciifes 
of the people. 

In the 35* year of this king an aflize vris fixed , of 
tread, the prite erf which Was fettled, according ro tHc 
diflferent prices of corn, from one ihilKng a tjoarter to 
feven fliUHngs and fixpence^. Thefe great ^ariati'oiis 
alone are a proof of bad tillage ** : Yet did theprfc& 
often rife much higher, than any tak^rt notice bf'bjr tKe 
laws. The Chronicle of Dunftabte tells tis, Xhkiiti t)ils 
fvign, wheat was once fold for a m^rk, Aay foir a pbiincl 
a quarter^ that is, three pounds of Ouf preftnt ittoney*. 
The lame law affords us a proof of the litde cortiriltkrtl- 
cation between the parts of the kingdom, fronidie^6^ 
dffl^rent prices which the fanve commodity bore at the 
feme time. A brewer, fays the ftatute, may fdl tvvb 
gallons of ale for a penny in cities, and thr^ or fbur gat* 
ibns for the fame price in the country. At prcfent, &ch 
commodities, by the great conlumption of the people, 
and the great ftocks of the brewers, are rather cheapeft in 
cities. The Chronicle of Dunftableobfcrves, that wheat 
one year Was fold in many blaces for eight fhitlings a qiiar* 
fcr, but never rofe in Dunuable above a cuown. 

Though 

^ Statute of MaAfel cfcap. 20. * Id. chap. 16. ^ ^la- 
tutes at large, p. 6. ^^We leam from Cicero's orations 
ftgaraft Veffes, lib. iii. cap. 84, ^a, that the price of corn m 
Sicily was, during t^ pnetonhip of Sacerdos, five Denarii « 
Madias 1 during that or Vetres, which immediately (\ie^e$Mt 
only two Sefterces : That is, tan times lower ; a preiumption, 
or rather a proof, of the very bad ftate of tillage in antient 
^ts. » So alfo Ko^ghton, p. 2444. 
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^ H A P. /THaucH ^commerce was ftill very lowj it feems raj* 
^**' ther to have enCTeafed fince the conqueft j at lead, if w? 
^wT^^'***^niJ^y jjjudge of thjs cncreafe of money by the price of 
i:'.?Z** l>r/E{aA> ,Thc naediu^n between the higl^eft and lowell 
prices dF wheats ^t^gn^d by the flatute, is four {hillings 
^and three pence a quarter^ that is^ twelve (hillings and 
joincpeDce of our prefent njohey. This is near the half 
of t}^ Addling price in our tiipe, Y^ the middling 
,price of cattle^ (b Ijaite as the reign of king Richard, we 
jfoi^n^ to be abpve eight, ne^ten times. Tower than thfs 
prefent. Is not this true inference, from comparing thefts 
Ja£Uf th^ in all uncivilized nations, cattle, which pro- 
pa([ate of themfelves, bear always a lower pri^e than corq, 
.which requires more art and flock to raife it, than thefe 
nations are poflefled of ? It is to be remarked, that Henry's . 
^{fizc of corn was copied from a preceding aiEz^e efla- 
blifliedby king John ; and confequendy, the prices whirfi 
yre Kayc here compared of corn and cattle may be looked 
,on' as contemporary^ and they were drawn, npt from 
one particular year, hut from an eftimation of the mi4- 
* dling prices. It i^ true, the prices, afligned by the affizj: 
of. K^chard, were meant as a flandard for the accompis 
of flieriffs and efcheators j and as confiderable profits werfs 
allowed to them, we may naturally fuppofe, that the torn- 
mo(ivali?e of ca^tje w^s fpmewhat higher: Yet ftill, fo 
great a difference between the prices of corn and cattle ^5 
that of four to one^ cpn^paried to the prefent rates, affords 
iinportant refledions concerning the very different ftate of 
induftry and tillage in the two period^. 

Intejiest had in that age amounted to anenprmous 
height, as might be expcded from the harbarifm of th^ 
' times and mens ignorance of commerce. There are in- 
ftancesof fifty percent, paid for money ^. Such profits 
tempted the Jews to remain in England, notwithftanding 
the grievous pppreffions to which they were continually ex- 
pofed from the prevalent bigotry and rapine of the age. 
Itiseafy to imagine how precarious their ftate muff be 
lender an incjjgent prince, tomewhat reftrained in his ty- 
ranny over his native fubjcSs, but whp poffeffed an unli- 
mited authority oyer them^ the fole proprietors of money 
jn the kingdom, and h^led on accojyn^t of their riches, 
their religion, and jthck uftiry ; Yet yrill our ideas fcarcc 

come 

^ M. Paris, p. j56. ' ^ M, Paris', p. 372. ' 
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come up to the extortions ^ich in faft we jBiall find to C H A P. 
have been pradifed upon them. In the year 1241, j ^ 
20,000 marks were ^xaded from them ^ : Two years ^^-— v-^ 
after, money was again extorted; and one Jew alone^ **?*• 
Aaron of York, was obliged to pay above 4000 marics^: 
In 1250, Henry renewed his oppreffions; and the fame 
Aaron was condemined to pay him 30,000 marks, upon 
an accufation of forgery ^ : The high penalty impofed 
vpon him, and which, it feems, he was thought able to 
pay, is rather a prefumpticm of his innocence than of his 
guilt. In 1255, the king demanded 8000 marks from 
the Jews, and threatened to hang them, if they refufed 
compliance. They now loft all patience, and defired 
leave to retire with their effeds out of the kingdom. 
Buttiie king replied : '* How can I remedy the oppref- 
** fionsyou complain of ? I am myfelf 4 be^ar. I am 
** defpoiled, I am ftripped, of all my revenues : I owe 
** above 200,000 marks ; and if I had faid 300,000, I 
^' ihould not exceed the fruth : I am obliged to pay my 
^' (on, prince Edward, 15,000 marks a year: I have not 
^ a farthiqg ; and I muft have money, from any hand, 
*^ from any quarter, or by any means." He then deli- 
vered over the Jews to the earl of Cornwal, that thofe 
whom the one brother had Head, the other might em- 
bowel, tomakeufeof the words of the hiftorian C King 
John, his father, once demanded 10,060 marks from a 
Jew of Briftol ; and on his refufal, ordered one of his 
teeth to be drawn every day till he fliould confent. The 
Jew loft feven teeth ; and then paid the fum required of 
him ^. One tallage laid upon the Jews in 1243 amounted 
tp 60,000 marks K 

To giv^ a better pretence to extortions, the improba- 
ble and abfurd accufation, which has been at different 
times advanced s^ainft that nation, was revived in Eng- 
land, that they had crucified a child in derifion of our 
Saviour's fufferings. Eighteen of them were hanged at 
pnce for this crime ^ : Though it is no wife credible, that 
even the antipathy borne them by the Chriftians, and the 
oppreffions under which they laboured, would ever have 
pujlhedtheifitobegifilty of that dangerous enorniity. Put 

it 

^ M. Paris, p. 37*. ^ M. Paris, p. 410. " M. Paris, 
p. $2$, ^ M. Paris, p. 606. ^ Ibid. p. x6p. ^ Ma^ 
riox, p. 155, M j\^, pari5^ p^ 6,j^ 
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CHAP, it is natuf ai h> imagine, that a race, cKpofed to fuch in* 
Xn. falts and indignities both from king and people, and wfr« 

^^ " v'"->^ had fo uncertain an enjoyment of their riches, woaid 
layt. carry ufury to the greateA extremities, and by their great 
pronu make themitlves (bme compenfation for their con- 
tinued perils. 

Commerce muft be in a wretched condition where 
intereft was fo high, and where the fole proprietors of 
money employed it only in ufury, and were expofed to 
fuch rapine and injuftice. But the bad police of the 
country was another obftacle to improvements ; and ren- 
dered all communication dangerous, and all property pre- 
carious. The Chronide of Dunftable fays ^, that men 
during this reign were never fecure in their houfes> and 
that whole villages were often plundered by bands of rob- 
bers, though no civil wars prevaiUd in the kingdom. In 
1 249, fome years before the' tnfurredion of the barons', 
two merchants of Brabant came to the king at Winchef- 
ter, and told him, thatt they had been di^fpoiled of a!t 
their goods by certain robhtrs> whom they knew, becaufe 
they faw their fisices every day in his court \ that like prac- 
tices prevailed all over England, and travttlers were 
every day robbed, bound, wounded, and murdered; 
that thefe crimes efcaped with impunity, becaufe th^ 
minifters of juftice themfelves were in a confederacy vrtfh 
the robbers ; and that they for their part,, inibead of bring- 
ing matters to a fruitkfe trial by law, wef^ wilK^, 
though merchants, to try thfeir caufe with the robbers by 
arms and a duel. The king, provoked at thefe i^ufes, 
ordered a jury to be eccl<2ed, and to try the robbers: 
The jury, though confiding of twelve men of property 
in Hampfliire, were found lo be alfo in a confederacy 
with the felons, and acquitted them. Henry in a rage 
committed the jury to prifon, threatened them with fc- 
vere puniihment, and crdered a new jury to be enclofed, 
who, dreadinc the fare of their fellows, at faft found a 
verdift againtt the criminals. Many of the king's own 
houfehold were difcovered to have partidpafed in ^:ift 
guilt ; and they faid for their excufe, that they receivell 
no w^es from him, and were obliged to rob for a main- 
tenance ^. Knigbts and efquiresy fays the DiSum of 
Kenehvorth, wAo were robbers ^ if tbeybave no land^ Jhall 

pay 

• Vol. i.p. 155. ^ M. Paris, p. 5091 
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fay the half tf ibeir ga^Js, and JSnJ fuffhUni feeurUj^ l« C H A F. 
keep bfncefwtb ike peace fij the kingdom. Such were tliM ^^. 
jmannersof tketimesi ^^— v-^i-^ 

One can the kfe repine, during the prevaleoce of ««7*- 
fuch cniinRers, at thjB frauids and forgeries of the clergy \ 
as it give^ much lejs diilurbance to fociet]r> to Jake mea's 
money feom them with their own confent, though fey 
deceits and \\^%y than to raviih it by open force and vio^ 
lence. During this reign, the papal power was at i^ 
femniit, aad was even beginning infenftbly to decline, by 
reafon of the inuneaforaWe avarice and extortions of the 
«)urt of Ronoe, which difgufted the ckrgy as well as 
laity in every kingdom of Europe. England itfeif, though 
fundc in the deep^ abyfs of ignorance and fuperftition^ 
had ferioufly entertained thoughts of (haking off the pa- 
pal yoke ^ J and the Roman pontiff was obliged to think 
of new expedients for rivettii^: it fafter upon them. For 
^hispurpofe, Gregory IX. publiftied hbdccretab % which 
are a coUedtonof forgeries, favourable to the court .of 
Rome, and confift of the fuppofed decrees of popes in the 
firft centtiries. But thefe forgeries are fo groTs, and con- 
found fo palpably all language, hiftory, chronology, and 
ftiltiqitittes ; matters more ftubborn than any fpecdative 
truths whatever; that even that church, which is not 
ftartled at the mod monftrous contradrdions and abfur^ 
di^s» has been obliged to abandon them to the critics. 
But in fte dark age of the thirteenth century, they paffed 
for undifputed and authentic ; and nnen, entangled in the 
mazes of this falfe literature, joined to the p(iilofophy, 
equally falfe, of the times, had ndthitig wherewithal to 
defend themfelves, i)ut fome fmall* remains of common 
fcnfe, which paffed for profanenefs and impiety, and the 
indelible regard to felf-intereft, which, as it was the fole 
motive in the priefts for framing thefe impoftures, ferved 
alfo, in Tome decree, to protect the laity againft them. 

Another expedient, devifed by the church of Rome 
in this period for fecuring her power, was the inftitution 
of new religious orders, chiefly the Dominicans and 
Francifcans, who proceeded with all the zeal and fuccefs 
that attend novehies; were better qualified to gain the 
populace than the old orders, now become rich and in- 
<dolent ^ maintained a perpetual rivalOiip with each other 

in 

^ M. Paris, p. 4»i. s Trivet, p. 191. 
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C H A P. in promoting their gainful fuperftitions ; and acquired a 
^XII. gr^at domiTiion over the minds, and confcquently over the 
V-— v~"^-' purfes of men, by counterfeiting a defire of poverty and 
**?*• a contempt for riches. The quarrels, whidh arofe be- 
tween thefe orders, lying ftill under the controul of the 
fovereign pontiff, never difturbed the peace of the church, 
and ferved only as a fpur to their indufby in promoting 
the common caufe ; and though the Dominicans loft fome 
popularity by their denial of the immaculate conception, 
a point in which they unwarily engaged too far to be able 
to recede with honour, they counterbalanced this difad- 
▼antage by acquiring more folid eftablifliments, by gain* 
ing the confidence of kings and princes, and by exerci- 
fing the jurifdidion affigned them, of ukimate judges 
and punifhers of hercfy. Thus, the feveral orders of 
monks became a kind of regular troops or garrifons of 
the Romifh church ; and though the temporal interefts o€ 
fociety, ftill more thofe of true piety, were hurt by their 
various devices to catch the populace, they proved the 
chief fupports of that mighty fabric of fuperftitton, and, 
till the revival of true learning, fecured' it from any dan« 
gerous invafion. 

This king granted t charter to the town of Newcaftle, 
where he gives the inhabitants a licence to dig coals. This 
is the firft mention of coak in England. 

We learn firom Madox ^, that this king gave at one 
time ICO {hillings to mafter Henry, his poet; AUo ^^ 
fame year he orders this poet ten pounds. 

^P.a68, 
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CHAP. XIII, 

E . D W A R D I. 

CMI adminjftratm ofibe king Conqueji of fVales" — - 

Jlffairs of Scotland Competitors jor the crown of 

Scotland Reference to Edward Homage of Scot^ 

land Award of Edward in favour, of Balio l '• — 

War with France Digrejpon concerning the conjii^ 

tution of parliament^^-'^fyar with Scotland Scotr 

iandfubdued War with France'-'^-' Diffenfiont with 

the clergy Arbitrary meafures Peace with France 

Revolt of Scotland — That kingdom again fubdued-^ 

again revolts^ if again fubdued-, Robert hruce-—^^. 

Third revolt of Scotland Death and cbara^er of the 

king Mifcellaneous tranfaflions of this reign. 

^ir^H E Englt(h were as yet fo little trained to obc- CHAP. 
X dience under a regular government^ that the death XIIL 
©f aimoft every king, fince the conqueft, had been at- ^— v-*-^^ 
tended with disorders; and the council, refledtng on the \^^2. 
recent civil wars, and on the aoimofities which naturally 
remain after thefe great convulfions, had reafon to appre- 
hend very dangerous confequences from the abfence of the 
fon and fucceUor of Henry. They therefore hafiened to 
proclaim prince Edward, to fwear allegiance to him, and 
to fummon the ftates of the kingdom, in order to pro- 
vide for the public peace in this important conjundure\ 
Walter GiflFard, archbifhop of York, the earl of Corn- 
wal, fon of Richard, king of the Romans, and the earl 
of Glocefter, were appointed guardians of the kingdom, 
and proceeded peaceably to the exercife of their autho- 
rity, without either meeting with oppofition from any of 
the pc^le, or being difturbed with emulation and fac- 
tion among themfelves. The high charader acquired by 
Edward £ring the late commotions, his military genius, 
his fuccefs in (ubduing the rebels, his moderation in fet- 
tling the kii^dom, had procured him great efieem, mixed 
with affedion, among all orders of men; and no one 
could reafonably entertain hopes of making any advan- 
tage of his abfence, or of railing difturbance in the na- 
tion. 

^ Ryincr, vol. ii. p. i. Walfiag.p. 43. Trivet, p. 239. 
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CHAP. tion. The earl of Glocefter, himfelf, whofe great pawer^ 

Xin. and turbulent fpirit, hs»d excited moft jealoufy^ was for- 

^-'>/— ^-^ ward to give proofs of his allegiance ; and any malcon- 

1272. tents, who remained, being -deftitute-ot a leader, were 

obliged to remain in fubmiflion to the ffovemment. 

Prince Edward had reached Sicily in his return from' 
tlie Holy Land, when he received information of the 
death of ills father ; and he difcovered a deep concern 
efrtWs ocoaHon. At the fame time he learned the death 
ef aninfaftt ion, Jolin, whom his princels, Eleanor of 
Cailile, had borne him at Acre in Paleiline ; and as lie 
appeared much Ws affefted with that misfortune, the 
. kiiig of Sicily exprcflfed a fQq>rise at this difiereiioe of 
lentinieiit : But was told by Edward, that the dearii of a 
fen was a Idfe which he might hope t^ repair ; die death 
of a father was a lofs irreparable *. 

Edward proceeded homewards; b«t ^ he foon learn- 
ed the quiet fettlement of the kingdom, he was in no 
hwrry tb tafce pofle^iofi of the throne, but li>ent nc^r a 
year in jRrance, before he made his appearance in Eng- 
^ - land. In hts paflage t>y ChaioBs in Burgundy^ he waa 

^ diadkoged by the princjecif that countfry to a tonrtiament 

which ise was preparing ; afid as Edwa*<d<xcdled in thefe' 
martial ar^d dangerous exerdfes, the true ii^age of war, 
he doduied wot tHe opportunity of ac^iring hotwxft and 
foidwn in that great aiiembly of the neighbouring t^dbks. 
But the iimige of war was here unfoftunatdy ttirfted into 
the thing itfdf. Edward and hts retim^ 'weti fb foccefs- 
fill in the joufts, that fhe FreiKrh khights, provoked at 
t)^r fiiperiority, made a (erldus attadc upon them, wliich 
was repulfed, and much blood was i^J ^i in the quar- 
rel ^* This renooUttter received the iiaifte ©f the petty 
kittle of Ghafens. 

EDWARD went from Chalons td Faris, and did ho- 
mage to Philip for the dominiom which Iv^ held ii France °. 
1 274. ^ thence ^etvrtied u> Cf uienne, and gapv>e a fettkment lo 
that pn>vit}oe, wMdi w^s in fortie confofien. He made 
his joorney *o London througfi Prance 5 in hlspaffi^ he 
acQomnxKteed at Morvtreuil a dtfferetioe wy^ Margar^^ 
coiMitc& of Flandef s, heirefa of that Wttitory * ; he was 

r^ceivecl 

^ Walfing. p. 44. Trivet, p. 240. ^ Walfing. p. 44. 
Trivet, p. 241. M. Weft. p. 402. ^ Walfing. p. 45. 

* Bfsief, T«i, it. p. 3», 35- 



Digitized 



by Google 



t D W A R D L^ 191 

received with joyful acclatnattom by hh people, and was C H Af. 
fdemnly crowiled at Weftminftcr by Robert, ardibilhop XIIT. 
<jf Canterbury. v— v-**^ 

The king immediately applied himfelf to the te-cfta- '^74- 
bHlhnnent of his kingdom, and to the correfting of thofe "?t^ ^"S- 
diforders, which the civil commotions and the loole ad- C*^»l ^^" 
mlnlftration of his father had introduced into every part "?*'"^^* 
of government. The plan of his poHcy was equally ge- *i,^°tiii- 
nerous and prudent. He confidered the great barons both "* 

as the immediate rivals of the crown, and the oppreflbrs 
of the people ; and he propofed by an exaS diftribution 
of juftice, and a rigid execution of the laws, to give at 
once proteftion to the inferior orders of the flate, and to 
diminith the arbitrary power of the great, on which their 
dangerous authority was chiefly founded. Making it a 
mletnhisown conduft to oBferve, except on extraordi- 
nary occasions, the privileges fecured t;o them by the great 
charter, he acquired a right Ifo infift upon their obfervance 
of the feme diirter towards their vaflals and inferiors; 
and he made the crown be regarded by all the gentry and 
connnonalty of the kingdom, as the great fountain of 
jtifttce, and the general afylum againft oppreffion. Be- 
fides enading feveral excellent ftatutes, in a parliament 1275, 
which he ftimmoned at Wefiminfter, he took care to in- 1 6th Feb. 
iped the conduft of affhisnfiagiftrates and judges, to dif- 
^ace fuchas were cither negligent Or corrupt, to provide 
them withfuflScient force for the execution of juftice, to 
extirpate al! bands and confederacies of robbers, and to 
reprds thofe more filent robberies, which were committed 
either by ikt power of the nobles, or under the counten- 
ance of publk aulJiority. By this rigid adminiftration, 
ihc face bf:#»e kingdom was foon.c^atiged; and order and 
juftice took ^iici^ cf violence and oppreffion : But amidft 
the excefent^ infRtutions and publk-fpirited plans of Ed- 
wardy ther6 ftiH appears^ fomewhat both of the feverity of 
Iris perfond charaaer, and of the prejudices of the 
limes. 

As dwtArkios kind* of malefaftors, the tnurderers, 
tobbers, incendiaries, ravifliers, and plunderers, had be- 
come fo n|imej(ous, and powerful, that the ordinary mi- 
drifters of ^ifite, cf^ecianyin the weftern counties, wer« 
lifraid to tttecbic the laws againft them, the king found it 
titctSiisy tb provide aQ ^traordinary remedy for the evH ; 
and bt ece6M ^. new tcibuial, which, however ofefbl^ 

vfmM 
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CH A P. would have been deemed^ in times of more regular li- 
XIII. berty, a great ftretch of illegal and arbitrary power. It 

^•"■"v"''^^ confifted of commiffioners, who were empowered to en- 
127S- quire into diforders and crimes of all kinds^ andtoinflid: 
the proper punifhments upon them. The officers^ charged 
with this uDufual commiffion, made their circuits through- 
out the counties of England mod infeded with this evil, 
and carried terror into all thofe parts of the kingdom. 
In their zeal to punifh crimes, they did not (ufBciently 
diilingu'iih between the innocent and guilty ; the fmalleit 
fufpicion became the ground of accufation and trial ; the 
flighted evidence was received againd criminals; the 
prifons were crowded with nulefadors, real or pretended ; 
levere 6nes were levied for fmall offences ; and the king, 
tho' his exhaaded exchequer was fupplied by this expe* 
£ent, found it neceffary to dop the courfe of fo great 
rigour, and after terrifying and diflipating by this tribu- 
nal the gangs of diforderly people in England, he very 
prudently annulled the conmiiffion ^ : and never after-, 
wards renewed it. 

Among the various diforders, to which the kingdom, 
was fubjed, no one was moreuniverfally complained of 
than the adulteration of the coin ; and as this crime re- 
quired more art than the Englifti of that age, who chiefly 
enaployed force and violence in their iniquities, were pof- 
feded of, the imputation fell upon the J^ws^. Edward 
atfo feems to have indulged a drong propodefiion againd 
that nation ; and this ill-judged zeal for Chridianity be- 
ing naturally augmented by an expedition to the Holy ^ 
Land, he let loofe.th^ whole rigour of hi* judice againd 
this unhappy people. Two hundred and eighty of .them 
were hanged at once for this crime in L^don alonej^- 
befides thofe who luffered in other parts of the kingdom*** 
The hpufes and lands, (for the Jews had of late ventu- 
red to make purchafes of that kind) as well as the goods 
of gre^t multitudes, were fold and confifcated : And the 
king, led it diould be fufpea:ed/ that the riches of the 
fufferers were the chief part of. their ;guilt, ordered one 

half 

»* Spelman's GloiT. inverbo Trmih^fim. But Spelean was 
either miftaken in placing this comjiiifliDn in ttc fifth jear of 
the king, or it was renewed in 1305. See RyHier* vol. ii. p» 
960. Trivet, p. 338. M. Weft. p. 450. ^ Walfvng. p. 
48. Heming. vol. i. p. 6. - ^ T, W)'kcs, p. 107* 
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half of the money, raired hj thefe confiicatiom, to WG H A P. 
fet apart, and beftowed upon fuch as^were willing to be XlDf. 
converted to chriftianity. But the refentment 01 their «_— ^ -u_f 
injuries was more prevalent over them, than the temp- i^^, 
tation from their povery ; and very few of them could 
be induced by intereft to embrace the religion of their 
perfecutors. The miferies of this people did not here 
terminate. Though the arbitrary talliages and exadions 
levied upon them, had yielded a conftant and a confidera^ 
ble revenue to the crown ; Edward, prompted by his zeid 
and his rapacity, refolved fome time after ^ to purge the 
kingdom entirely of that hated race, and to feize to him* 
felf at once their whole property as the reward of hit 
labour ^. He left them only money fufficient to bear 
their charges into foreign countries, where new perfecut 
tions and extortions awaited them : But the inhabitants of 
the cinque ports, imitating the bigotry and avidity, of 
their fovereign, defpoiled moft of them of this fmall pit* 
tance, and even threw many of them into the fea: A 
crime, for which the king, who was determined to be 
the fole plunderer in his dominions, inflided a caoital 
puniihment upon them. No lefs than fifteen thoufand 
Jews were at this time robbed of their effeSs and ba* 
ni(hed the kingdom : Very few of that nation have fince 
lived in England : And as it is impoffible for a kingdom 
to fubfift wilJhout lenders of money, and none will lend 
without a compenfation, the pradice of ufury, as it was. 
then called, was thenceforth exercifed by the Engliih 
themfeives upon their fellow-dtizens, or by Lombards 
and other foreigners. It is very much to be queftioned^ 
whether the dealings of thefe new ufurers were equally 
open and unexceptionable with thofe of the old. By a 
law of Richard, it was enaded, that three copies fhould 
be made of every bond given to a Jew ; one to be put 
into the hands of a public magiftrate, another into thofc 
of a man of credit, and a third to remain with the Jew 
himfelf ^. But as the canon law, feconded by the mu<^ 
nicipal, permitted no chriftian to receive intereft, all 
tranfa&ions of this kind muft, after the baniflunent o£ 
the Jews, have become more fecrct and clandeftine^ and 
the lender, of confequence, be paid both for Ac ufe of 
Vol. II. O hit 

c In thcyear 1*90. ^ Walfing. i. p. $4. Hcming, YoL 
i. p. ao. Trivet, p. a66. * Trivet, p. laS. 
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C H A 9Ms moMjf tad for the infamy tnai danger which he tn^ 
VO' cnrred by lending it. 

y^^^ -^ Thi great poverty of the crown, tbowgh no excufe^ 
«^75. ^as probably the caufe of this egregious tyranny exer* 
icifed againft the Jews ; but Edward pradiled alfo other 
more honourable means of remedying that evil. He em-» 
ployed a ftri£k frugality in the management and diftrtbu- 
tion of his revenue : He engaged the parliament to vote 
4bim a fifteenth of all nnoveaUes : the pope to grant htm 
the tenth of all eccleiiaftical revenues for three years ; 
and the merchants to confent to a perpetual impofiti on of 
half a ntark on every fack of wool exported, and a mark 
on diree hundred (kins. He alfo iflued commiffions to 
enquire into all encroachments on the royal demenfo ; 
into the value of efcheats, forfeitures, and wardftiips ; 
and into the means of repairing or improving every 
Ixranch of the revenue'. The commiffioners, in the 
execution of their office, began to carry matters too far 
againft the nobility, and to queftion the title to eftates 
which had been tranfmitted from father to fon for feve- 
f al generations. Earl Warenne, who had done fiich emi- 
Bent fervice in the late reign, being required to ibew 
his titles; drew his fword, and fubjoined, that William, 
1^ baftard, had not conquered the kingdiom for himfelf 
alone; his anceftor .was a joint adventurer in the enter- 
prize ; and he himfelf was determined to nniaintain what 
had from that period remained unqueftioned in his fa- 
mily. The king, fenfible of' the danger, very prudently 
defifted from making farther enquiries of this nature. 
1 276. Bur theadive fpirit of Edward could not long re- 

Conqueft main without employment. He foon after undertook an 

of Wales, enterprize more fafe for himfelf, and more advanti^eous 
to his people. Lewellyn, prince of Wales, had been 
deeply engaged with the Mountfort fa&ion ; had entered 
into all their confpiracies againft the crown; had fre- 
quently fought on their fide; and till the battle of Eve- 
fiiam, fo fatal to that party, had employed every expe- 
iJient to deprefs the royal caufe, and to promote the fuc- 
cdsof the barons. In the general accommodation, made 
with the vanquiflied, Lewellyn had alfo obtained his par- 
don ; but as he was the moft powerful, and therefore dief 
mdft obnoxious vaflal of the crown^ he had reafon to 

entertain 

* Ann.Wivcri.p.^3S. 
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cfitertaiti anxiety about his lituation, and to dr^ail 'theCfl AP« 
future cSt&s of refentment and jealoufy in the Engliih XIII. 
monarch. For this reafon, he had determined to pro- ^*"*"Y^*^ 
vide for his fecurity by maintaining a fecrct correfpon- **7^ 
dence with his former aflbciates ; and he even made his 
addreffes to a daughter of the earl of Leicefier^ who 
was fent to him from beyond fea, but being intercepted . 
in her paiTage near the ifles of Scilly^ was detained in the 
court of England®. This incident encrcafing the mu- 
tual jealoufy between Edward and Lewellyn, the latter^ 
-when required to come to England^ and do homage to 
the new king, fcrupled to put himfdf into the hands of 
an enemy, defijed a fafe conduS from Edward^ in(ift-« 
cd upon having the king's fon and other noblemen de- 
livered to hira as hoftages, and demanded, that his 
fpoufe {hould be previouUy fet at liberty **. The kijig^ 
having now brought the ftate tct a full fettlemeht^ wa$ 
not difpleafed with this occafion of exercifing his autho- 
rity, and fubduing entirely the principality of Wales* 
He refufed all Lewellyn's demands, except ^at of a fafe 
condufl; fent hun repeated fummons to perform the 
duty of a vaffal ; levied an army to reduce him to obe-.- 
dience ; obtained a new aid of a fifteenth from parlia-/ 
ment; and marched out with certain affurance of fuc- 
cefs againit the enemy. Befides the ^eat difproportion iif^fi 
€>{ force between the kingdom ?ind prmcipality, the cir- 
cumftanccs of the two ftates were entirely revexfed j Nand 
the fame inteftine diffentions which had formerly weakened 
England, now prevailed in Wales, and had even taken 
place in the reigning family. David and Roderic, bro- 
thers to Lewellyn, had been difpofleffed of their inhe- 
ritance by their prince, had been obliged to have recourfe 
to the prote^on of Edward, and they feconded with all 
their interefl, which was extenfive, his attempts to en- 
fllavc their native country. The Welfh prince had np 
other refource but in the inaccellible fituation of his 
mountaijjis, which had hitherto, through many ages, de- 
fended his forefathers againft all the attempts of the 
Saxon and Nornaan conquerprs ;, and he retired amon|: 
the hills of Snowdun, refoiute to defend himfelf to the 
laft extremity. But Edward, equally vigorous ajid cau- / 
O a tipus, 

® Walfing. p. 46, 47. Heming. V6l. i. p. J. Trivet^ p. 
348. ^ Rymer, vol. ii. p. 68. Walfing. p. 46. Tnvct, 
p. 247. 
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CHAP.tious, entering by the north with a formidable armf, 
Xin. pierced into the heart of the country; and having care- 

V— v-^ fully explored every road before him, and fecurcd every 
'*77:4 pafs behind, approached the Welfh armv in its laft re- 
tret. He here avoided the putting to trial the valour of a 
nation, proud of its antient independence, and enflamed 
with animofity againft its hereditary enemies; and he 
tnifted to the flow, but fure eflFefts of famine, for re- 
ducing that people to fubjeftion. The rude and fimple 
manners of the natives, as well as the mountainous (itua- 
tibn of their country, had made them entirely negled 
tillage, and truft to pafturage alone for their fubfiftence : 
A method of life which had hitherto fecured them againft 
the irregular attempts of the Englifli, but expofed them 
to certain ruin, when the conqueft of the country was 
fteddily purfued, arid prudently planned by Edward. 
Deftitute of magazines, cooped up in a narrow corner, 
they and their cattle fuffered equally from famine; and 
Lewdly n, without being able to ftrike a ftroke for his in- 
dependence, was at laft obliged to fubmit at difcretion,. 

19th NoY. and receive the terms impofed upon him by the vidor '. 
He bound himfelf to pay to Edward 50,000!. as repara- 
tion of damages ; to do homage to the crown of Eng- 
land ; to permit all the other barons of Wales, except 
four near Snowdun, to fwear fealty to the fame crown ; 
to relinquifti the country between Chefliire and the river 
Conway ; to fettle on his brother Roderic a thoufand 
marks a year, and on David five hundred ; and to de- 
liver ten hoftages for fecurity of his future fubmif&on ^. 
Edward, on the performance of the other articles, 
remitted to the prince of Wales the payment of the 
50,000 1. ^ which were ftipulated by treaty, and which, 
it is probable, the poverty of the country made it abfo- 
lutely impofiible for him to levy. But complaints of 
other hardfhips foon arofe on the fide of the vanquiftied: 
The Englifh, infolent on their eafy and bloodlefs viftory, 
opprefled the inhabitants of the diftri^ which were 
yielded to them : The lords marchers committed with 
impunity all kinds of violence on their WeUh neigh- 
bours: New and more fevere terms were impofed on 

Lewellyn 

' ' T. Wykcs, p. 105. * Rymer, vol. ii. p. 88. Wal- 
fing. p, 47. Trivet, p. 251. T. Wykes, p. loO. ^ Rymer, 
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Lcwellyn himfelf ; and Edward, when the prince attend- CHAP. 
cd him at Worcefter, exaSed a promife that he would XIII. , 
retain no perfoii in his principalitv who Ihould be dif- ^'*— ^^^^. 
agreeable to the Englifh monarch **!' There were other ^^Tf* 
perfonal infults, which raifed the indignation of the Welfli^ 
and made them determine rather to encounter a forced 
-which they had already experienced to be fo n^uch fu- 
perior, than to bear any longer the oppreflion of the 
baughty vifitors. Prince David, feizcd with the national 
fjpirit, made peace with his brother, and promifed tg con- 
cur in the defence of public liberty. The Welfh flew 
to arms ; arid Edward, not difpleafed with the occafioii 
of making his conqueft final ^nd ablblutet fummoned to^ 
gether all his military tenants, and advahced into Wales 
with an army, ivhich the inhabitants could not reafona- 
bly hope to reflft. The fituation of the coumi'y gave 
the Welfli at firftTome advantage over Luke dc Tany, 
one of Edward^s captains, who had pafTed the Menaii 
with a detachment ** : But Lewellyn, being furprized by 
Mortimer, was defeated and flain m an a3:ion, and 2000 
of his followers were put to thefword*^. David, who 
fucceeded him in the principality, could never collefl; 
afi armyfufficient to face the Englilh ; and being cha-P ^ ' 
ced from hill to hill, and hunted from one retreat to aho^ 
thcr, was obliged to conceal hiniielf under various diP 
gaifes, and was at laft betrayed in his lurking-place to the 
enemy, Edward fent him m chains to Shrewfbury j and 
bringing him to a formal trial before all ihe peers of 
England, ordered this fovcreign prince to be hanged, 
drawn, and quartered, as a traitor, for defending by 
arms the liberties of his native country, together with 
bis own hereditary authority^; All the Welih nobility 
fiibiinitted to the conqueror; the laws of England, with 
the (heriffs and other minifters of jufttce, were eflabllili- 
ed in that principality ; and though it was lon^ before 
national antipathies were extinguillied, and a thorough 
union accomptiflied between the people, yet this impor- 
lant conqueft, which it had required eight hundred years 

fully 

« Dr. Powell's Hift. of Wales, p. 344, 345. ^^ WaU 
fiog. p. JO. Heming. vol. i. p. 9. Trivet, p. 258. T. 
Wykes, p. no. ° Heming. vol. i. p. 11. Trivet, p. 
257. Ann, Wavcrl p. 235. ^ Helping, vol. i. p. la. 
Trivet, p. 159. Ann. WaverL p. a38* T. Wykcs, p. ui; 
M.Wcft.p. 4U. 
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C;HAP^ fully to cfFeauate, was at laft, through the abilities of 
XWT- " Edward, compkated by the EngliHi. , 

^^''p^ The king^ fenfible that nothing kept, alive the ideas 
W^« of mihtary valour and of amieijt glory,, fo much as th^ 
traditional poetry of the people, which, affifted by the 
' power of roufic, and the jollity of feftivab, made deep 
impreflion on the minds of the youth, gathered together 
all thje Welfli bards^ and from a barbarous, though Dot 
jibfurd policy, ordered them to be p^t to.death^ 

Tbebe prevails a vulgar ftory, whi(:h, as it fuitai 
^xafllf the capacity of the monkiib writers, is careful-! 
ly recorded by theni: That Edward affcmbling the 
Wdih, promifed t© give them a prince of^ uiiexception;i-t 
blc n^nners, a Welmman by birth 5. and one who co\A4 
Ipeafe 00 Other language. On their accl^tmatioos of joy, 
and promifepf obedience, he inveOed in the principality 
iiis fccond fon Edward, then an in£^t, who had ,been 
borii at Carnarvon, The death of his ddeft fon AJfonfo, 
fopn ajteri made yoqng fidward heir of the monarchy.: 
The jpfVnci pall ty of Wales was fully annesired^ tbecfftWiH 
and hejiccrorth gives a titi^ to the tldeft fon of tfae.kings 
pf fengland. . . * 

1^56. X^^ t'ettlement of Wales appeared fo complete *0 
Edward, that in lefs than two years after, he went abroad 
in order to make peace between AlphonfOj kingof/Af- 
ragon, and Philip (e Bel, who had newly fucceeded hi« 
father Philip le Hardy in the throne cf ; France \ . The 
iJifFerence between thefe two princes had ^rifen about the 
kingdom of Sicily, which the pope,aft^c his hopes frorn 
England failed him, had beflowed on, Charles, brother 
to St. Lewis, and which was clairq^ ^ ^f>Qn other titles, 
by Peter king of Arragon, father to Alphonfo. Edward 
bad powers from both princes to feide jth^ peace, and he 
fucceeded in his endeavours j but asi the ^ontroyerfy no 
wife regards England, we fhall not cnt^^r into 21 detail of 
it He ftayed abroad above three y^^t^; and on bis 
return, found many dlforders to liave prevailed, Mh 
from open violence, and from th^:.Cj?rfuption o£ jufi 
tice* 

Thomas Chamberlain, a gentleman of fpme 

npte^ had aifemble^-^ fe^ral pS hist ^^^cim^ at Bofton, 

.'''•' ■ •'.•..•.•''-' in 

.;S^S4J» Wynni^:l»M.5. ^^ Itymer, ifel, if. p. 149, ^S^* 
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in Tiincolnlhire, under pretance of holding a tourhattlent, C HA f^» 
an exercife pradifed ty the gentry only ; but in reality Xllt 
with a view of plundering the rich fair of Bodon^ an4 ^-"'-"M 
robbing the merchants. To facilitate his purpofet he . l^S* 
privately fet fire to the town ; and while the inhabitants - 
w^re employed in quenching the flames, the confpirators 
broke into the booths, and carried oflF the goods. Chamr 
berlain himfelf was deteSed and hanged 5 but maintained 
fb fteddily the point of honour to his accomplices, that 
he could not be prevailed with, by any offers or pro- 
mifes, to difcover any of them. Many other inflanccs 
of robbery and violence broke out, in all parU of Eng- 
land ; though the fingular ciricumftances^ attending this 
confpiracy, have made it alone be particularly recorded 
by hiftorians ^. 

But the corruption of the judges, by which the fouor 1*89; 
tains of juftice were poifoned, feemed (till of mere dai^ 
gerous coiifequence. Edward, in order to remedy this 
prevailing abufe, fummoned a parliament, and brought 
the judges to a trial, where all of them, except two, who 
were clergymen, were conviSed of this flagrant iniquitj^ 
were fined, and depofed from their office. The amount 
of the fines levied upon them, is alone a fufficient proof 
of their guilt ; being above one hundred thoufand marks^ 
an immenfe fum in thofe days^ and fufficient to defray 
the charges of an expenfive war between two great king>- 
doms. The king afterwards made all the new judges 
fwear, that they would take no bribes ; but, his expedient* 
of depofing and fining the old ones, was the more effec- 
tual remedy. 

We come now to give an account of the affairs of 
Scotland, ^hich form the mofi: interefling tranfadioo of 
this reign, and of fome of the fubfequeqt; though the 
intercourfe of that kingdom with England^ either in peace 
or war, had hitherto produced fo few events of moment^ 
that to avoid tedioufnefs, we have omitted many of them, 
and have been very concife in relating the reft. If the 
Scots had, before this period, any real hiflory, worthy 
of the name, except what they glean from fcattered paf- 
fages of the Englifh hiftorians, thefc events, however 
minute, yet being the only foreign tranfa&ions of the na^ 
tion> might deferve a place in it. 

Though 

^ Hemmgf vol i. p. 16, 17* 
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Though the government of Scotland had been con^ 
tinus^Uy expofed to thofe fa3ipns and convulfions, which 
' are incident to all barbarouS| and to many civilized na- 
^ '?^9* tlons; and though the fucceflions of their kings, theoq- 
^?i*d '7 P^*^^ ^^ their hiftory whi<ph deferves any credit, had 
fi>cotian , ^^^j^ often difordered by irregularities and ufiirpations ; 
the true heir of the royal fapiily had ftill in the end pre-r 
y ailed, and Alexander 111, who had efpoufed Edward'^ 
fffter, probably inherited, after a period of above eigh^ 
hundred years, and through a fucceffion of males, th^ 
fcepter of all the Scott ifh princes, who had governed 
the nation, fince its firft eflablifliment in.theifland^ Thi? 
'prince died in 1286 by a fall from his horfe s^t Kinghprn''^, 
without leaving any male iffue, and without any dcr 
Jcendants, except Margaret, born of Eric, king of Norr 
way, and of Margaret, daughter of the Scotti(h mon- 
arch. This princefs, commonly called the maid of Norr 
way, though a female, and an infant, and a foreigner, 
yet being the lawful heir of the kingdom, had, through 
tier grandfather's care, been recognized fucceflbr by th^ 
ftates of Scotland ^ j and on Alexander's death, the dif- 
poiitions, which had been previoufly made againft th^t 
cvejjt, appeared fo juft and prudent, that no difordcrs^ 
as might naturally be apprehended, enfued in the king- 
dom. Margaret was acknowledged queen of Scotland; 
five guardians, the biftiops of St. Andrews and Glafgow, 
the earls of Fife and Buchan, and James, fteward of 
Scotland, entered peaceably upon the adminifiration ; 
and the infant princefs, under the protedion of Edward, 
her great uncle, and Eric, her father, who exerted them- 
felves on this occafion, feemed firmly feated on the throne 
of Scotland. The Fnglifti monarch was naturally engaged 
to build mighty projeQs on this event ; and having lately, 
by force of arms, brought Wales under fubjcdion, he 
attempted, by the marriage of Margaret with his eldeft 
fon, Edward, to unite the whole ifland ijito ^one mon- 
archy, and thereby to give it fecurity both againft domef- 
4290. tic convulfions and foreign in vafions. The amity, which 
had of late prevailed between the two nation^, and 
which, even in former times, had never been interrupted 
by any violent wars or injuries, facilitated e:^tr,emely the 

^xecu- 

'^ Heming. vol. i. p. 2^. Trivet, p. 267. ^ Rynaer, 
vol. ii. p. a6o. 
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execution of this projcd, fo favourable to the happinefsC H AP- 
and grandeur of both kingdoms ; and the ilates of Scot- XIIL 
land, readily gave their affent to the Englifh propofals, ^— v-"-*-^ 
and even agreed, that their young fovereign (hould be **9^ 
educated in th^ court of Edward. Anxious, however, 
for the liberty arukUdependency of their country » they 
took care to ftipulate very, equitable conditions, ere they 
-entrufted themfelves into the haods of fo great and & 
ambitious a monarch ; that they fliould enjoy all thdlr 
antieiit laws, liberties, and cuftoois, that in cafe: young 
Edward and Margaret (hould die without ifTue, the crown 
of Scotland fhould revert to the next heir^ andibould be 
inherited by him free and independent ; that the: military 
tenants of the crown fhould never be obliged to go out 
of Scotland, in order to do homage to the fovereign 
of the united kingdoms, nor the chapters of cathedral, 

" giate or conventual churches, in order to make .dec* 
tions ; that the parliaments, furamoned for Scots affairs^ 
C^mld always be held within the bounds of that k'uigdom ; 
and that Edward (hould bind himfelf, under the penalty 
of I oo,aco marks, payable to tjie pope for the ufe of 
the holy wars^ to obfervjp all thefe articles ^. It is not 
cafy to conceive that two nations could have treated 
more on a footing of equality than Scotland and Enghmd 
maintained during the courfe of this whole tranfa&ion : 
And though Ed^vard gave his atfept to the article, con^ 
cerning the future independency of the Scott i(h crown, 
with ^faving of his former rights ^ this refer ve gave no 
alarm to the nobility of Scotland, both becaule thefe 
rights, having been hitherto little heard of, had occaAon-- 
ed no difturbance, and becauie the Scots had fo near a pra- 
fpefik of feeing them entirely abforbed in the rights of their 
fovereignty, : , 

But this projeO:, fo happily fornied and fo amicably 129^- 
^cond.ufited, failed of liic^eis, by thf fudden death of the 
Norvegian princefs, who expired on* her paflfage to ,Scot- 
land ^, and left a very difmal profpedt to the kingdom. 
Though diforders were for the prefent obviated by. the Competi- 
authority of the regency formerly eftablifhed, the fue- ^o" for 
ceflion of the crown itfelf was now become an objeS !of ^^^ *^^°^^^ 
difpute ; and the regents could not ej^ped, that a con- ^ ^^^^^ 
^tfoverfy, which is not ufually. decided by reaion and ac- ' 

gument 

^ Rymer, vol. ii. p. 48^. "^ fjcming. vol. I p, 30. 

Trivet, p. a68. 
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CH A P.gumcnt alone, would be peaceably fettled by them, or 
Xin. even by the ftates of the kingdom, amidft fo many power- 
V-v^"**-' ful pretenders. The pofterity of William, king of Scot- 
**9** land, the prince taken prifoner by Henry II. being all 
cxtind by the death of Margaret of Norway ; the right 
to the crown devolved on the line of David, earl of 
Huntington, brother to William, whofe male line, being 
aUb cxtinQ:, left the fucceflion open to the pofterity of 
kis daughters. The earl of Huntington had three daugh- 
ters; Margaret, married to Alan, lord of Galloway, 
Ifabella, wife of Robert Brus or Bruce, lord of An- 
nandale, andAdama, who efpoufed Henry, lord Haftings. 
Margaret, the elded of the three fitters, left one daugh- 
ter, Devergilda, married to John Baliol, by whom (he 
had a fon of the fame name, one of the prefent candi- 
dates for the crown : Ifabella the fecond bore a fon, Ro- 
bert Bruce, who was now alive, and alfo infifted on his 
claim ; Adama the third left a fon, John Haftings, who 
pretended that the kingdom of Scotland, like many other 
inheritances, was divifible among the three daughters of 
the earl of Huntington, and that he, in the right of his 
mother, had a title to the third of it. Baliol and Bruce 
united againft Haftings, in maintaining that the kingdom 
Suras impartible ; but each of them, fupported by plaufi- 
ble reafons, afferted the preference of his own title. 
Baliol was fprung from the elder branch ; Bruce was one 
degree nearer the common ftock : If the right of repre- 
fefitation was regarded, the former had the better claim : 
If propinquity was confidered, the latter was entitled to 
the preference ^' : The fentiments of men were divided; 
All the nobility had taken part with one fide pr the other: 
The people followed implicitly their leaders : The two 
claimants themfelves had great power and numerous re- 
tainers in Scotland : And i t is no wonder, that aniong a 
rude people, more accuftomed to arms than enured to 
laws, a coRtroverfy of this nature, which could not be 
decided by any former precedent among them, and which 
is capable of exciting commotions in the moft fegal and 
beft eftabliftied governments, fliould threaten the ftate with 
the moft fatal convutfions. 

Each age has its peculiar mode in condufting b«fi- 
iicfs; and' men, guided more by cuftom th^tl by reafon, 

follow, 

' * Heming. vol. i. p. ^6, 
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(cdlow; without enquiry, the manners, which are pre- CHAP, 
valent in their own tirne^ The prefent pradice, in the XHI. 
controvcrfics between ftates and princes, feems to have ^^— ">^-***^ 
been to chpofe a foreign prince, as an equal arbiter, by ^^9^^ 
whom the queftiqn was decided, and whofe fentence pre- 
vented thofe difmal confufions and diforders, infeparable 
at all times from war, but which were mtiltiplied an hun- 
dred fold, and difperfed into every corner^ by the na- 
ture of the feudal governments. It was thus that the 
Englifli king and barom, in the foregoing reign, had 
endeavoured to compofe their domcllic diUenfions by a 
reference to the king of France j and the celebrated in- 
tegrity of that monarch had prevented all the bad eflfe£ts, 
which might naturally have been dreaded from fo peri- 
lous an expedient. It was thus, that the kings of France 
and Arragon, and afterwards other princes, had fubmit-* 
ted their controverfies to Edward's judgment ; and the 
remoEenefs of their ftates, the great power ®f the princes, 
and the little intereft, which he had on eiither fide, had 
induced him to acquit himfelf with honour in his de- 
eifions. The parliament of Scotland, therefore, threaten- 
ed with a furious civil war, and allured by the great re- 
putation of the Englhli monarch, as well as by the pre- 
fent amicable correfpondence between the kingdoms, 
agreed in making a reference to Edward ; and Frafer^j^^^^ 
bifhop of Stp Andrews, with other deputies, was fent to rence to 
notify to him their refolution, and to claim his good offices Edwaid. 
in the prefent dangers to which they were expofed \ His 
inclination, they flattered themfelves, led him to prevent 
their diffenfions, and to inter pofe with a power^ which 
none of the competitors would dare to withftand t When 
this expedient was propofed by one party, the other deem- 
ed it dangerous to objeft to it t Indifferent perfons thought 
that the imminent perils of a ciyil war would thereby be 
prevented : And no one reflected on the ambitious cha- 
rader of Edward, and the almotV certain ruin, which muft 
attend a fmall ftate, divided by faaions, when it thus 
implicitly fubraits itfelf to the will of fo powerful and 
encroaching a neighbour* 

The temptation was too ftrong for the virtue of the Homage 
EngWfh monarch to refifl. He propofed to Uy hold of of Scot- 
thc prefent favourable opportunity, and if not to create, land. 
'■■"'■' at 

^ Heming, vol. 1.,^. 3x, 
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C H A P. at letft to revive, his claim of a feudal fuperiority over 
Xm. Scotland; a claim which had hitherto lain in the deepefl 

^'■^"v— "^ obfcurity, and which, if ever it had been an obieft of 
^^9'* attention, or had been fo much as fufpeded, would have 
efFedually prevented the Scottifli barons from choofmg 
him for an umpife. He well knew, that, if this prer 
tenTion was once fubmitted to, as it feemed difficult in the' 
prefent fituation of Scotland to oppofe it, the abfolute 
fovereignty of that kingdom (which had been the cafe 
with Wales) would foon follow ^ and that bhc great vaffal, 
cooped up in an ifland with his liege lord, without re- 
fource from foreign powers, witTiout aid frbni*any fellow 
vaflals, could aot long maintain his dominions againft the 
efforts of a mighty kingdom, affifted by atl the cavils 
which the feudal law afforded his fu peri or again ft him. 
In purfuit of this great objeft, very advantageous to Eng- 
land, perhaps in the end no lefs beneficial to Scotland, 

\ but extremely unjuft and iniquitous in itfelf, Edward bu* 

fied himfelf in fearching for proofs of his intended fu- 
periority; and inflead of looking into his own archives, 
which, if his claim had been real, mufl have afforded 
him numerous records of the homages done by the Scot- 
tifli princes, and could alone yield him any authentic 
teftimony, he made all the monaderies be ranfacked for 
old chronicles arid hiftories wrote by Engliihmeni and he 
collefted albthe paflages, which fccmed any wife to fa- 
vour his pretentions*. Yet even in this method of pro- 
ceeding, which muft have diftovcrcd to himfelf the In- 
juftice of his claim, he was far from being fortunate, 
Hf began his proofs from the time of Edward the eider, 
and continued them through all the Saxon and Norman 
times ; but produced nothing to his purpofc ^* The 
whole amount of his aufhoritics during the Saxon period, 
whcri ftripped of the bom bail and inaccurate ftyle of the 
monks, is, that the Scots had fometimes been defeated 
by thd Englifli, had received peace on difadvantagebus 
terhis, had made fubmiiTions to the EngUih monarchy, 
' and had even perhaps fallen into fome dependence on a 
power, which was fo much (uperior, and which they had 
not at that time fufficient force to refift. His authorllies 
from the Norman pcfibd were, if pofllble^ flill lets con- 
clwfive : Thfe hiftoriah& indeed make frequent mention of 

an 

» Walfing. p. 55, c Rymcr, yol. ii. p. 5^59. 
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nn homage done by the northern potentate ; but no one CHAP. 
of them feys that it was done for his kingdom, and feve- Xm. - 
ral of them declare, in cxprefs terms, that it was rela- ^— V"*-' 
tive only to the fiefs which h^ enjoyed fouth of the '^** 
Tweed ^; in the fame manner, as the king of England 
himfelf fwbre fealty to the French monarch, for the fiefs 
which he inherited in France. And to fuch feandalous 
fhifts was Edward reduced, that he quotes a paflage from 
Hoveden ^, where it is afferted, that a Scottifh king had 
done homage to England ; but he purpofely omits the 
latter part of the fentence, which expreffes that this 
prince did homage for the knds, which he held in Eng- 
land. 

When William, king of Scotland, was taken prifoner 
in the battle of Alnwic, he was obliged, for the recovery 
of his liberty, to fwear fealty to the viSor for his own 
crown itfelf. The deed was performed according to all 
the rites of the feudal law : The record was preferved in 
the Englifli archives, as well as mentioned by all the hif- 
torians : But as it is the only one of the kind, and as hif- 
torians fpeak of this fup^iority as a great acquifition gain- 
ed by the fortunate arms of Henry ll. ^ there can remain 
no doubt, that the kingdom of Scotland was, in all for- 
mer periods, entirely free and independent. Its fub- 
jedion continued a very few years : King Richard, de- 
firous, before his departure for the Holy Land, to con- 
ciliate the friendfliip of William, renounced that hom- 
age, which, he fays in exprefs terms, had been extorted 
by his father; and he only retained the ufual homage 
which had been done by the Scottiih princes for the lands^ - 
which they held in England. 

But though this tranfadion rendered the independence 
of Scotland dill more unqueftionable, than if no fealty 
had ever been fworn to the Englifli crown ; the Scottiih 
kings, apprized of the point aimed at by their powerful 
neighbours, feem for a long time to have retained fome 
jealoufy on that head, and in doiag homage, to have 
anxioiuly obviated all fuch pretenfions. When William 
in 1 200 did homage to Jphn at Lincoln, he was care- 
fiil to infert a falvo for his royal dignity ® : When Alex- 

. ander 

^ Hoveden, p. ^92, 66a. M. Pans, p.. 109. M. Weftm. 
p. 256. B P. 60a. ^ Ncubr, lib, ii.cap. 4. Kiiyghton, 
p. 239a. ? Hoveden, p. *ii. 
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C H A P.ander HI. fent afliftancc to his father-in-law, Henry III. 
Xin. during the barons wars, he previoufly procured an ac- 

v-.-v^i^ knowledgment, that this aid was only granted from ftiend- 
**9*' (hip, not from any^ right claimed by the Englifli mon^ 
arch " : And when the fame price was invited td affifl aC 
the coronation of this very Edward, he declined attend- 
ance, till he received a like acknowledgment \ 

But as all thefe reafons, (and ftronger, could not be 
produced) were but a feeble rampart againft the power 
of the fword, Edward, carrying with him a great army, 
which was to enforce his proofs, advanced to the fron- 
tiers, and invited the Scots parliament and all the com^ 
petitors to attend him in the caflle of Norham, a place 
iituated on the fouthern banks of the Tweed, in order to 
determine that caufe, which had been referred to his ar- 
bitration. But though this deference feemed due to fo 
great a monarch, and was no more than what his father 
and the Englifh barons had, in ilmilar circumftances, 
paid to Lewis IX. the king, careful not to give umbrage, 
and determined never to produce his claim, till it fhould 
te too late to think of oppofition, fent the Scottiih barony 
an acknowledgment, that, though at this time they pafr 
fed the frontiers, fuch a ftcp (hould never be drawn into 
precedent, nor afford the Englifh kings a pretence for 
exa^ing a like fubmiflicn in any future tranfaSions ^, 
j^ljij^y When the whole Scottilh nation had thus unwarily put 
themfelves in his power, Edward opened the conference 
at Norham ; and informed the parliament, by the mouth 
of Roger le Brabanyon, his chief judiciary, that he was 
come tliiiher to determine the right among the competi- 
tors to their crown; that he was deternained to do ftrift 
juftice to all parties; and that he was intitled to this- au- 
thority, not in virtue of the reference made to him,, but 
in quality of fuperior and liege lord of the kingdom ^. 

He 

'^ Ryoier, vol. ii. p. 844^ ^ JSee note at the end of ^hc 
volume. * Rymer, vol. 11. p. 539, 845. Walling, p. tS. 

® Rymer, vol. ii. p. 543. It is remarkable that the EnglitK 
chancellor fpoke to the Scots parliament in the French torgu'?. 
This was aifb the language commonly made ufe of by all 
parties on that occafion. Ibid, pailim. The moft confidera- 
W of tie Scots, as well as sAmott all the Ergliih barons, 
wera of French, origin 5 they valued themfelves upon it ; aqd 
pretended to defpife the laligvia^ imd maimers of die iSaml. 
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He then produced his proofe of this fuperiority, which CHAP. 
he pretended to be unqucftbnable, and he required of XIIL 
them an acknowledgment of it ; a demand, which was ^ ^~^. 
fitperfluous if the hQ. was already known and avowed^ '*9'» 
and whidi plainly betrayed Edward's confcioufnefs of hit 
lame and defeftive title. The Scots parliament were 
aftonifhed at fo new a pi'etenfion, and anfwered only by 
their fdence. But the king, in order to maintain the 
appearance of free and regular proceedings, de(ired them 
to remove into their own country, to deliberate upon his 
claim, to examine his proofe, to propofe all their ob- 
jeftions, and then to inform him of their refolutions : 
And he appointed a plain at Upfettleton, on the northera 
banks of the Tweed, for that purpofe. 

When the Scottifh barons aflembled in this place^ 
though moved with indignation at the injuftice of this 
unexpefted claim, and at the fraud with which it had 
been conduced, they found themfelves betrayed into a 
{ituation, in which it was inipoffible for them to make 
any defence for the antient liberty and independence of 
their country. The king of England, a martial andpo* 
litic prince, at the head of a powerful army, lay at a 
very fmall diftance, and was only feparated from them 
by a river fordable in many places. Though by a fud- 
den flight' fome of them might themfelves be able to make 
their efcape ; what hopes could they entertain of fecuring 
the kingdom againft his future enterprizes ? Without a 
head, without union among themfelves, attached all of 
them to diflFerent competitors, whofe title they had raflily 
fubmitted to the decifion of this foreign ufurper, and 
who were thereby reduced to an abfolute dependence up- 
on him; they could only expeft by refiftanceto entail on 
themfelves and their pofterity a more grievous and [dc- 
ftrufikive fervitude. Yet even in this defperate ftate of 
their affairs, the Scottilh barons, as we learn from Wal- 

fing- 

f t is difficult to account for the fettlement of fo many French 
families in Scotland, the Bruces, Baliols, St. Clairs, Mont- 
pomeries, Sotacrvillcs, Gordons, Frafers, Cummins, Colvilles^ 
Umfreyilles, Mowbrays, Hayes, Maules, who were not (up- 
ported Aepe, as in England, by the power of the fword. 
But the (iiperiority of civility and knowledge, however finall, 
oyer total tgnocance and barbanfin, is prodigtous. 
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C H A P.iingham^, one of the bcft hiftorians of that period^ hadk 
Xm. the courage to reply, that till they had a king, they could 

V — ^'""^— ' take no refolution on fo momentous a point : The jour- 
**9*- nal of king Edward fays, that they made no anfwer at 
all^: That is, perhaps, no particular anfwer or objec-i 
tion to Edward*s claim : And by this folution it is pof- 
fible to reconcile the journal with the hiftorian. The 
king, therefore, interpreting their filence as a confent, 
addrefled himfelf to the fever al competitors, and pre- 
vioufly to his pronouncing fentence, required their ac-r 
knowledgment of his fuperiority. 

It is evident from the genealogy of the royal family 
of Scotland, that there could only be two queftions about 
the fucceflion, that between Baliol and Bruce on the one 
hand, and lord Haftings on the other, concerning the 
partition of the crown; and that between Baliol and 
Briice themfelves, concerning the preference of their re- 
fpeSive titles, fuppofing the kingdom indivifible: Yet 
there appeared on this pccafion no lefs than nine claim- 
ants befides, who challenged the crown; John Comyn 
or Cummin lord of Badenoch, Florence earl of Holland, 
Patrick Dunbar carl of March, William de Vefcey^ 
Robert de Pynkeni, Nicholas de Soules, Patrick Galy- 
thly, Roger de Mandeville, Robert de Rofs i not tp 
mention the king of Norway, who claimed as heir to 
his daughter Margaret^. Some of thefe competitors, 
were defcended from more remote branches of the royal 
family ; others were fprung from illegitimate children ; 
as none of them had the leaft pretence of right, it is na- 
tural to conjeSure, that Edward had fecretly encouraged 
them to appear in the lift of claimants, that he might 
fow the more divifion among the Scottifh nobility, make 
the caufe appear the more intricate, and be able to 
choofe, among a great number, the moft obfequious can- 
didate. 

But he found them all equally obfequious on this oo 
cafion ^. Robert Bruce was the firft who acknowledged 

Edward's 

^ Pajge $6. M. Weft. p. 436. It is faid by Heming- 
ford, vpL i. p. 33. that the king menaced violently the Scots 
barons, and forced them to compliance, at Icaft to (Uence. 
^ Rymer, voL ii. p. 548. ^ Walfmg.p 58. ^ Rymer, 
vol. ii. p. 529, 545. Walfing. p. 56. Hewing, vol; I p. 33, 
34- Trivet, p. 269. M. Weft. p. 415. 
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Edward's right of fuperiority over Scotland ; and he had CHAP, 
fo far forefeen the king*s prctenfions, that even in hi« XIII, 
petition, where he fet forth his claim to the crown, he had ^^—"V**^ 
previoufly applied to him as liege- lord of the kingdom; *^9J- 
a ftep which was not taken by any of the other candi- 
dates ^. They all, however, with feeming willingnefs, 
made a like acknowledgment, when required; though 
Baliol, left he (hould give offence to the Scots nation, 
had taken care to be abfent during the firft days ; anci he 
was the laft who recognized the king's title '^. Edward 
HjBxt deliberated concerning the method of proceeding 
in the difcuffion of this great controverfy. He appointed, 
that Baliol and fuch of the comjl^titors as adhered to him, 
Ihould choofe forty commiffioners ; Bruce . and his ad- 
herents other forty : To thefe the kind added twenty- 
four Englifhmen : And he ordered thefe hundred and 
four commiffioners to examine the caufe deliberately 
among themfclves, and make their report to him ^ : And 
he promifed in the enfuing year to give his determination. 
Meanwhile, he pretended, that it was requifite to have 
all the fortrefTes of Scotland delivered into his hands, in 
order to enable him, without oppofition, to put the true 
heir in pofTej&on x)f the crown ; and this exorbitant de» 
mand was complied with, both by the ftates and the 
claimants ^, The governors alfo of all the caftles im- 
mediately refigned their command; except Umfreville 
earl of Angus, who refufed, without a formal acquittal 
from the parliament and the feveral claimants, tp fur- 
render his fortreffes to fuch a domineering arbiter, who 
had given to Scotland fo many juft reafons of fufpicion ^, 
Before this affembly, broke up, which had fixed fuch 
a mark of difhonour on the nation, all the prelates and 
barons there prefent fwore fealty to Edward ; and that 
prince appointed commiffioners to take a like oath of 
all the other barons and perfons of diftinftion in Scot" 
ifind^ 

The king having finally made, as he imagined, th!$ 
important acquifition, left the commiffioners to fit at Ber- 
wick^ and examine the titles, of the feveral competitors, 
who claimed the precarious crown, which Edward wa3 . 

Vol. II. P ' willing •« 

® Kymer, vol. ii. p. 577, 578, 579. « Ibid. p. 546, 

' Ibid, p. SS5> 556. ^ IWd, p. jjag- Walfing; ?• aS^, 
57. > R^er, vol. iip. s^i. ^ Ibid. p. 57^. 
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CHAP, willing for fome time to allow the lawful heir to enjoy. 
XTII. He went fouthwards, both in order to afiift at the funerals 
^'""■"v — --^ of his mother, queen Eleanor, who died about this time, 
*^9^- and to compofe fome differences which had arifen among 
his principal nobility. Gilbert earl of Giocefter, the 
greateft baron of the kingdom, had efpoufed the king's 
daughter; and being elated by that alliance, and ftill 
more by his own exorbitant power, which, he thought, 
fet him above the laws, he permitted his bailiffs and vai- 
fals to commit violences on the lands of Humphrey Bo- 
hun earl of Hereford, who retaliated the injury by like 
violences. But this was not a reign in which fuch il- 
legal proceedings could pafs with impunity, Edward pro- 
cured a fentence againft the two earls, committed them 
both to prifon, and would not reftore them to their li- 
berty, till heexafted a fine of looo marks from Here- 
ford, and one of io,oco from his fon-in-law. 
1292. During this interval, the titles of John Baliol and 
of Robert Bruce, whofe claims appeared to be the beft 
founded among the competitors to the crown of Scotland, 
were the fubjeft of general difquifition, as well as of de- 
bate among the comnriiflioners. Edward, in order to give 
greater authority - to his intended decifion, propofed this 
general queftion both to the affembly, and to all the ce- 
lebrated lawyers in Europe : Whether a perfon defcend- 
ed from the eldeft fifter, but farther removed by one de- 
gree^ was preferable in the fucceffion of kingdoms, fiefs, 
and other impartible inheritances, to one defcended from 
the younger fifter, but one degree nearer the common 
ftock ? This was the true ftate of the cafe ; and the right 
of reprefentation had now gained fuch ground every 
where, that an uniform aofwer was returned to the king 
in the affirmative. He therefore pronounced fentence 
in favour of Baliol ; and 'when Bruce, upon this difap- 
pointment, joined afterwards lord Haftings, and claimed 
a third of the kingdom, which he now pretended to be 
divifible, Edward, though the interefts of his. ambition 
feemed more to require the partition of Scotland, again 
Award of pronounced fentence in favour of Baliol. That compe- 
Edward jtitor, upon renewing his oath of fealty to England, was 
*"f ^^1^1 P"^ '^ poffeflion of the kingdom ^ ; all his fortreffes were 
^pt Baliol. rcftored to him " ; and the condufit of Edward, both in 
. ' . . r the 

^ Rymer, vol. li. p. 590, 591, 593, 606. ? Rymer, 
vol. ii. p. 590. 
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the deliberate folemnity of the proceedings, and in the C ft A P. 
juftice of his award, was fo far unexceptionable. XIH. 

Had the king entertained no other view than that of ^'*'""'^'^""*'^ 
eftablifliing his fupcriority over Scotland, though the ini- ^^93' 
quity of that claim was apparent, and was aggravated 
by the moft egregious breach of truft, he mi^t have 
fixed his pretenfions, and have left that important ac- 
quifition to his pofterity : But he immediately proceeded 
in fuch a manner, as made it apparent, that, not con- 
tented with this ufurpation, he aimed alfo at the abfo- 
lute fovereignty and dominion of the kingdonj In- 
ftead of gradually enuring the Scots to bear the yoke, 
and exerting his rights of fuperiority with moderation, 
he encouraged all appeal* to England ; required king 
John himfelf, by fix different fummons on trivial oc- 
cafions, to come to London^; refiifed him the privilege 
of defending his caufe by a procurator ; and obliged him 1 

to appear at the bar of his parliament as a private per- 
fon ^. Thefe humiliating demands were hitherto quite 
yn known to a king of Scotland : 1 hey are however the 
jpecefTary confequences of yaffalage by the feudal Jaw ; 
and as there was no preceding inflance of fuch treatment 
fubmitted to by a prince of that country, Edward muft, 
from that circumftanc^ alone, had there remained any 
;doubt, have been himfelf convinced, that his claim was 
altogether an ufurpation^. But his intention plainly was, 
to enrage j^aliol by thefe indignities, to engage him in 
rebellion, and to affume the dominion of the (late as 
the punifliment of his reafon and felony. Accordingly 
P 2 Baliol, 

^ Rymer, vol. ii p. 603, 605, .606, 608, 615, 616. 
^ Ryley's Placit. Pari. p. 152, 153. 

^ See Rymer, vol. ii. p 533, where Edward writes to 
the king's Bench to receive appeals from Scotland. He knew 
the pxa^ice to be ^nufual ; yet he eflabiifhes it as an infal- 
lible confequence of his fuperiority. We learn alfo from the 
fame book, p. 603, that immediately ppon receiving the ho- 
mage, he changed the ftyle of his addrefs to the Scots ki^g, 
•whom he now calls liile^o ^ Jideliy inftead oi fratri diledo^ 
Jitklif the appellation which he had always before ufcd to him ; 
fee p 109, 124, 168, 280, 1064. This is a certain proof, 
that he himfelf was not deceived, as was fcarce indeed polTible, 
but that he was confqioxis pf his ufufpatioinr. Yet Be-ioleAnly 
iwpre afterwards to the juftice of his pretenfions, when he A- 
fended them before pope Boniface. . ^ . 
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CHAP. Baliol, though a prinee of a foft and gentle fpirit, re- 

Xni. turned into Scotland highly provoked at this ufage, and 

"^-^^-^^•^ determined at all hazards, to vindicate his liberty ; and 

**93' the war, which foon after broke out between France and 

England, gave him a favourable opportunity for executing 

his purpofe. 

The violences, robberies and diforders, to which that 
age was fo fubjed, were not confined to the licentious 
barons and their retainers at land : The fca was equally 
infefted with pyracy : The weak execution of the laws 
had given licence to all orders of men : And a general 
appetite for rapine and revenge, fupported by a falfc 
point of honour, had alfo infeSed the merchants and 
mariners, and it pufhed them, on any provocation, to 
feek redrefs, by immediate retaliation upon the aggref- 
War with f^^^* ^ Norman and Englifh ftiip met off the coaft near 
Prance. Bayonne ; and having both occafion for water, they fent 
their boats to land, and the feveral crews came at the 
fame time to the fame fpring : There enfued a quarrel 
for the preference : A Norman, drawing his dagger, at- 
tempted to ftab an Englifliman ; who, grappling with 
him, threw his adverfary on the ground ; and the Nor- 
man, as was pretended, falling on his own dagger, was 
(lain ^. This fcuflSe between two feamen about water, 
kindled foon a bloody war between the two nations, and 
involved a great part of Europe in the quarrel. The 
mariners of the Norman (hips carried their complaints 
to the French king : Philip, without enquiring into the 
* truth, without demanding redrefs, bade them take re- 
venge, and trouble him no more about the matter ^. 
The Normans, who had been more regular than ufual in 
applying to the crown, needed but this hint to proceed to 
immediate violence. They feized an EngUfli (hip in 
the channel ; and hanging, along with Tome dogs, fe- 
veral of the crew on the yard-arm, in prefence of their 
companions, difmiffed the veffel ^ ; and bade the mari- 
ners inform their countrymen, that vengeance was now 
taken for the blood of the Norman killed at Bayonne. 
This injury, accompanied by fo general and deliberate an 
infult, was rcfented by the mariners of the cinque ports, 

who, 

' Walfing. p. 58. Hcming. vol. i. p. 39: ® Wal- 
ficig. p. $8. » Hcming. vol. i. p. 40. M.-Weft. ^ 
4»9- 
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who, without carrying any complaints to the king, orCHAP, 
waiting for redrefs, retaliated by committing like barba- XIII« 
rities on all French veffels without diftindion. The^^**v^^ 
French, provoked by their loffes, preyed on the fliips **93» 
of all Edward's fubjeds, whether Englifli or Gafcon: 
The fea became a fcene of pyracy between the nations : 
The fovereigns without either feconding or repreffi^ the 
violence of their fubjeds, feemed to continue indifferent 
fpeftators : The Englifh made private aflbciations with 
the Iri(h and Dutch feamen ; the French with the Flc- 
miih and Genoefe ^ : And the animofities of the people 
on both- fides became every day more violent and bMurv 
barous. A fleet of two hundred Norman vefTels fet fait 
to the fouth for wine and other commodities ; and in their 
paflage, feized all the Englifh fhips which they met with; 
hanged the feamen, and feized the goods. The inha-* 
bitants of the Englifh fea ports, informed of this event, 
fitted out a fleet of fixty fail, flronger and better man- 
ned than the others ; and awaited the enemy on their 
return. After anobflinate battle, they put them torout, 
and funk, de^royed, or took the greatefl part of them \ 
No quarter was given, and it is pretended, that the lofs 
of the French outhis occafion amounted to 15,000 men: 
Which is accounted for by this circumflance, that the 
Norman fleet was employed in tranfporting a confiderable 
body of foldiers from the fouth. 

The affair was now become too important to be any 
longer overlooked by the princes. On Philip's fending 
an envoy to demand reparation and reflitution, the king 
difpatched the bifhop of London to the French court, in 
order to accommodate the quarrel. He firfl faid, that 
the Englifh court of juflice were open to all men ; and 
if any Frenchman were injured, he might fedc repa^ 
ration by courfe of law ^, He next offered to adjufl thfj 
matter by private arbiters, or by perfonal interview with 
the king of France, or by a reference either to the pope 
or the college of cardinals, or any particular cardindb 
agreed on by both parties^. The French, probably the 
more difgufled, as they Were hitherto lofers in the quar- 
rel, refufed all thefe expedients: The veflels and the 

gbods 

* Heming. yol. i. p. 40; * Walling, p. 60. Triyet, p; 
^4. Chron. Dunft. voH ii. p. 605. ^ Triyet, p. 375* 
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Gri A P. goods of merchants were confifcatcd on both fides : Dc- 
XIII. predations were continued by the Gafccns on the weftern 

^i-'-v**^ coaft of France, as well as by the Englllh in the chan- 
•**93- nel: Philip cited the king, as duke of Guienne, to ap- 
ft^t in his court at Paris, and anfwer for thefe offences : 
And Edward, apprchenfive of danger to that province, 
ffeftt John St. John, an experienced foldier, to Bcur- 
deaux, and gave him directions to put Guienne in a pof- 
tiire of defence^. 
1294.. ' That he might however prevent a final rupture be- 
tween the nations, the king difparched his brother, Ed- 
mond, Earl of Lancailer, to Paris ; and as this prince 
had ejpouftd the queen of Navarre, mother to Jane, queen 
df Fry nee, he feemcd, on account of that alliance, the 
tnoft proper pel Ton tor finding expedients to accommo- 
date fhe difference. Jsne pretended to interpofe with her 
good offices: IVLiry, the queen-dowager, feigned the 
fame simicuble difpofitlon : And thefe two princeffes told 
FflmoTidj that the circumHance, the moft difficult to 
adjlift,; t^as the point of honour with Phihp, who thought 
hirtflfdf affronted by the injuries committed againft him 
by his fub-vaffals in Guienne : But if once Edward would 
ebnftnt to give him feizin and pofleilion of that pro- 
Vihcei he would, think his honour fuHj' repaired, would 
'^hgageto reftorc Gtiienne immediately, and would ac- 
cept of a very eafy. fatisfadion for M the other injuries. 
Tfief-kihg was confulted on this occafion, and as he then 
found himfelf in immediate danger of war with the 
Scots, which he regarded as the more important con- 
cern, this politic prince, blinded by his favourite paP- 
fion 'for fubduing- that nation, allowed himfelf to be de- 
ceived by fo grofe an^ artifice ®. He fent his brother or- 
ders to fign and execute the treaty with the two queens ; 
Philip (blemnly pT^omifed to execute his part of it ; and 
the ^king's citation to appear in the court of France, was 
accordingly recalled: But the French monarch was no 
fooner put in poffeffion of Guiennt, than the citation 
"was renewed; Edward was condenaned for non-appear- 
ance; 



^ Ibid. p. 276 ^ Rymer, vol. ii. p. 619, 620. ^al- 
J6ng;;fiL.'Bi. Htmjiig,. vW- i. p. 42,-4^. Trhret, p. ^77. 
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ance; and Gutennc, by a formal fentence, was declared C H A P. 
to be forfeited and annexed to the crown ^. XIII. 

Ed WARP, fallen into a like fnare with that which he^-— >^*^ 
had fpread for the Scots, was enraged; and the more fo, »2&94. 
as he was juftly aftiamed of his own conduft, in being 
fo egregioufly over-reached by the court of France^ 
Senfible of the extreme difficulties, which he would en* 
counter in the recovery of Gafcony, wbc/e he had not 
retained a finglc pla<fe in his hands ; he endeavoured to 
compenfate thart bis, by forming alliances with fcveral 
European princes^ who, he propofed; fhould attack Fratice 
<yn all quarters, and make a diverfton of her forces. 
Adolphus de Naffau, king of the Romans, entered into 4 
treaty with him for that purpofe*^; as did aHoAmadaeus', 
count of Sa<^y^ the archbiihop of Cd6ghe, tKfe 
counts of G^iildreund Luxembourg; the dol^ of "Bri^ 
bant and count of Barre, who had maff ied his two dat/gh- 
teTs, Margaret and Eleanors But thefe alliances were 
^xfremely bu«ienrome to his narrbw revenues, and pro- 
ved in the ifltie entirely ineflfeQual. More intiprcffion 
was made on Gulemie by an Etrglifh army, "which be 
•^comple^ttied-by ewlptyiog the jaifs^of many thoufatid thieves 
and rdbb^rs^ who had been confined there for their 
crilnes. Sb'low^ had the profefRbn of arms fallen, and fo 
much hadit'defferieratcd fromthe footing, oh ^bich it 
flfood during the vigour of the feudal fyftem 1 ' 1*95*^ 

The king himfeif was detained in England, firft by 
cdntrary winds *", then by his apprehenfions of a Scots 
invafion, and %y a refbellion of th^ Welfli, whortt^e re* 
preffed and brotight again under fubjeftion ^. The array, 
which he fcnt to Guienne, was commanded by hia nd- 
phew, Johnde Bretagne, earl of Richmond, and under 
him by St. lohti,<Tibetot, de Vere, and other officers of 
reputation*^;' who .made themfelvesmaflers of the town 
of Bayonne, as iv^ll as of Bourg, Blaye, Rions, St. 
Severe, and other places, which ftraitened Bourdeaux, • 
and cot off itJj communication both by fea and lahd. The 
fevour, which th^ Gafeon nobility bore to the Englifti 
government; facttitated thefe conquefts, and feeraed to 
-pWomife fliH greater fuccefles ; but rfiis advantage was 
foon loft by the raifcondud of fome of the officers. 

■^ ^ Philip's 

^ Rymer, vol. 41. p. 620, 6aa. Walfing. p. 61.. Trivet, p. 278. 
^Hcming vol. i. pk. Ji- ^ Chron. Dunft vol. il p. 62a. 
* Walfing. p/62. Heming. vol. p. J J. Trivet, p. 282. 
Chron. Dunft. vol. ii. p. 622. "^ Trivet, p. 279. 
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CHAP. Philip's brother, Charles de Valojs, who comrtiandcd the 
XIII. French armies, having laid fiege to Podejpiac, a foaU 
.^""'""^'^^^ fortrefs near Rions, obliged GifFard, the governor, to 
^^9S* capitulate; and the articles, though favoiiraWc to th^ 
£ngli(h, left all the Gafcons prifoners at difcretion, pf 
whom aboHt fifty were hanged by Charles as rebels j A 
policy, by which he both intimid^cd that pepple, and 
produced an irreparable breach between them and th^ 
Englifh ". That prince immediately attagked Rions, 
where the earl o( Richmond himfelf commanded; and 
as the place feemcd not defenfible, the Engliih general 
(drew his troops to the water-fide with an intention of 
embarking with the greateft part of the. ^rmy. The 
enraged Gafcons fell upon his rear, and at the fj^me time 
opened their ^ates, to the French, who, befides making 
^tbemfelves maftei s of the place, toojc many jirifoners of 
diftin6:ion. St. Severe was more vigoroufly defended 
by Hughde Vere, fpn to the earl of Oxford; but was 
at laft obliged to capitulate. The French king, not con- 
tented with thefe fuccefles in Gafcony, threatened Eng^ 
land with an invafion; and by a fudden attempt? his 
troops took and burnt Dover ^, but were obliged fooa 
after to retire. And in order to make a greater diverfion 
. of the Englilli force, and engage Edward in dangerous 
• and important wars, he formed a fecret alliance with John 
Ballol, king of Scptland; the commencement of that 
ftriS union, which, during fo many ages, was main- 
tained, hj mutual interefls and necefTities, between the 
iFrench and Scottifli nations., John confirmed this alliance 
by ftipulating a marriage between his eldeft fon and the 
. daughter of Philip de Valois ^. 
Digrem- The expences, attending thefe multiplied wars of 
on con- Edward, and his preparations for war, joined to altera- 
ccrnmg^ tlons, which had jnfenfibly taken place in^the general 
ftitution ^^^^ 'O^ *ff^*rs, obliged him to have frequent recourfe to 
ofparlia- P^rfiarnentary fupplies, introduced the lower orders pf 
ment. ^^^ '^^^^ into the public councils, and lai4 the foundations 
of great and important , changes in the government. 
Though nothing could be worfc calculated for cultivating 
the arts of peace, or . maintaining peace itfelf, than the 

^ Heming. vol. i. p. 49. w Trivet, p. 284. Chron. 
•Dunff. vol. 11. p. 642. ^ Ilymer, vol ii. p. 680, 681, 695, 
6g2' 'Heming. vol. i. p. 76. Trivet, p. 285. ^ 
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bng fubordination of vaflalagt from the king to the mcan-C H A P: 
eft gcptletnan, and the confequent flavery of the lower XTII. 
people, evils infeparable from the feudal fyftenti ; that ^^ — >0*^ 
Jyft^m was never able to fix the ftate in a proper warlike '*9S. 
pofture, or give it the full exertion of its power for de- 
fence, and ftill lefs for offence, againft a public enemy. 
The military tenants, unacquainted with obedience, un- 
experienced in war, held a rank in the troops by their 
birth, not by their merits or fervices ; compofed a" very 
diforderly and confequent\y a'very feeble army ; and dn- 
ring the few day^, which they were obliged by their te- 
nures to remain in the field, were often more formidable 
!k> their own prince than to foreign powers, againft whom 
ihey were aflembled. The fovereigns came gradually lo 
difufethis cumberibme and. dangerous machine, fo-aptto 
irecoil upon tlie hand which held it ; and exchanging the 
military fervice for pecuniary fupplics, inlifted forces by 
in«ans of a contract with particular officers, (fuch as 
thofe the Italians denominate Condottieri) -whom they dif* 
imfTed at the eaA of »the war. The barons and' knights 
themfeives often entered into thefe engagements with the 
prince, and were enabled to fill their bands, both by the 
authority which they poffeffed ovfer their vaffals and ten«- 
ants, and from the great numbers of loofe, diforderly 

ale, whom they found on their eftates, and who wijt 
^ / embraced an opportunity of gratifying their appe-*- 
tite for war and rapine. Mean-while, the old Gotnic 
fabric, being negleSed, went gr^dus^Hy to decay; and 
though the conqueror had divided all the lands of Eng- 
land into fixty thoufand knights fees, the number of theic 
was infenfibiy diminiftied by various artifices ; and the 
king at laft found, that, by puttiiig the law in execution, 
he could aflemble only a very fmall part of the antient 
force of the kingdom. It was an ufual expedient for men, 
who held of the king or a greiat baron by inilitary tenure, 
|o transfer dieir land to the church, and receive them 
iack by another tenure called ftankalmoigne, by which 
-diey were hot bound to perform any fervice ^. A law 
was made againft this praSicc; but the abufe had jiro- 
1>ably gone far before it was attended to, and probably 
was not entirely correSed by the new ftatute, which, 
^ •■• , like . 

5 Madox'sBaronla Angliqi, P* M4* 
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CHAP, like mod of the laws of that age, we may conjefiare to 
XIII. have been but feebly executed by the magiftrate again ft 

^""^^^^^^^^ the perpetual interefts of fo many individuals. The conr 
**9S- ftable and marefchal, wfien they muftered the armies, 
often, in a hurry, and for want of better information, 
received the fer vice of a baron for fewer knights fees, 
than were due by him^ and one precedent of this kind 
was held good againfl the king, and became ever after a 
reafon for diminifhing thefervice ^. The rolls of knights 
fees were very inaccurately kept ; no care was taken to 
clear them before the armies were funimoned into the 
field ^; it was then too kte to think of examining re- 
cords and charters ; and the fcrvice was accepted on the 
footing which the vafTal hiftifelf was pleafed to acknow- 
ledge, after all the various fubdivifions and conjun^ions 
of property had thrown anobfcurity on the nature and 
extent of his\ tenure ^. It is eafy to judge of the intrica* 
cies which would attend difputes of this kind with imli- 
'viduals ; when even the number of military fees, belong- 
ing to the church, whofe property was fixed and unalie- 
nable, became the fubjeS of controverfy ; and we find in 
particular, that when the bi(hop of Durham was charged 
with feventy knights fees for the aid levied to marry 
Henry IL's daughter to the duke of Saxony, the prelate 
acknowledged ten, and difowned the other fixty ?. It i^ 
not known in what manner this difference was terminated ; 
but had the queftipnbeen^ concerning. an armament to de- 
fend the kingdom, the ,bi(hop*s ferVice would probably 
have been received wirh<M*t oppofition for ten fees, and 
this rate jnufl alfo have fixed all. his future payments; 
Pecuniary, fcutages, therefor^, diminifhed as much as mi- 
litary fervices ^ : Other methods of filling the exchequer 



as 



X Ibid: p 115. ^ We he^ only trfjonekiiig, Hen^ 11. 
who took this pains ; and the record, called Lifer ni^er ScacJ- 
carii, was the refult of it. ^ Madox, Bar.' Apg. p. 116. 
** Maddx. Bar. Ang, p. iza. Hid. of the Exch. p, 4P^4^ 
^ In order to pay the fum of 100,000 marks^ a$ king Rif:Iiard's 
ranibm, twenty ihillings were impofed oa each king's fee. Had 
the fees remained on the origiiial footing, as fettlecTby the con- 
'qucror, this fcutage would have amounted to 90,000 marks, 
which was nearly the fum required : But we find, that many 
other grievous taxes were impofed to cpniplete it : A certain 
proof, that many frauds aiKl abufcs had prevailed in the roll of 
knights fee*. 
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as well as the armies mud be devifed : New fituations C HAP. 
produced new laws and inftitutions : And the great altera- XIIL • 
tions in the finances and rriilitary power of the crown, ^"^ v'"*?*-' 
as well as in private property, were the fource of ecjual *^95* 
innovations in every part of the legiflatur^ or civil.goverii- 
ment. 

The exorbitant eftates, conferred by the Norman, on 
his barons and chieftains, remained not long entire and 
unimpaired. The landed property was gradually fliared 
out into more hands: and thofe immenfe baronies were 
divided, either by provifions to younger children, by par- 
titions among co-heirs, by fale, or by efcheatingto the 
king, who gratified a gr^at number of his courtiers, by 
dealing them out among them in fmaller portions. Such 
moderate eftates, as they required oeconomy, and con- 
fined the proprietors to live at home, were better calcu- 
lated for duration ; and the order of knights and fmall ba- 
rons grew daily more numerous, and began to form a 
very refpe9:able rank or order in the ftate. As they were 
all of them immediate vaffals of the crown by military 
tenure, they were, from the principles of the feudal law, 
equally intitled with the greateft barons, to a feat in 
the national or general councils ; and this right, though 
regarded as a privilege, which the owners would not en- 
tirely relinquifti, was alfo considered as a burthen, which 
they defired to be fubjefted to only on extraordinary oc- 
cafions. Hence it was provided in the charter of king 
John, that, while the great barons were lummoned to 
the general council by a particular writ, the fmall barons, 
urtder which appellation tHe knights were alfo compre- 
hended, fhould only be called by a general funamons of 
the (herifF. The difti nation between great and fmall ba- 
rons, like that between rich and poor, was not exaftly 
defined ; butj^ agreeably to the inaccurate genius of that 
age, and to the fimplicity of antient government, was 
feft very much to be determined by the difcretion of the 
King and his miriifters. It was ufual for the prince to re- 
quire, by a particular fummons^, the attendance of a ba- 
ron in one parliament, and to neglefl him in future par- 
liaments ^ ; nor was this uncertainty ever complained of 
as an injury?. He attended when required; He was bet- , 

■ Chancello'r Weft's enquiry into the manner of creating 
peers, p. 43, 46, 47, 55. 
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CH AP.ter pleafed on other occafions to be exempted from the 
Xin. burthen : And as he was acknowledged to be of the fame, 

^-^■"^^^^ order with the greateft barons, it gave them no furprize 
*^* to feehimtajce his feat in the great councils, whether he 
appeared of his own accord, or by a particular fummons 
from the king. The barons by IFrit, therefore, began 
gradually to intermix themfelves with the antient baron» 
from Tenure ; and as Camden tdls us ^, from an antient 
manufcript, now loft, that after the battle of Evefliam, 
apoiitivelaw was ena£l:ed# prohibiting every baron to 
appear in parliament, who was not invited thither by a 
particular fummons, the whole baronage of England held 
thenceforward their feat by writ, and this important pri- 
ifilege of their tenures was in cSt& aboliihed. Only 
where writs had been regularly continued for fome time in 
one great family, the omiflion of them would have been 
regarded as an affront, and even as an injury. 

A LIKE alteration gradually took place in the order of 
earls, who were the higheft rank of barons. The dignity 
of an earl, like that of a baron, was antiently territorial 
and official ^ : He exercifed jurifdiftion within his county : 
He levied the third of the fines to his own profit : He was 
at once a civil and a military magiftrate : And though his 
authority, from the firft conqueft of the Normans, was 
hereditary in England, the title was fo much conneded 
with the office, that where the king intended to create a 
new earl, he had no other expedient than to ereft a cer- 
tain territory into a county or earldom, and to beAow it 
upon the perfon and his family ^. But as the (heirifi^^ 
^ who were the vice-gerents of the earls, were named by 
the king, and removeable at pleafure, he found them more 
dependent upon him; and endeavoured to throw the 
whole authority and jurifdiSion of the office into their 
hands. This magiftrate was at the head of the finances, 
and levied all the king's rents within bis county : He af- 
feffed at pleafure the talliages of the inhabitants in royal 
demefne : He had ufually committed to him the manage* 
ment of ^ards and often, of efcheats: He prefided in the 
lower courts of judicature : And thus, though inferior tp 

the 

^ InBritann. p. 122. ^ Spelm. GloiT in yooe C<mti$. 

^ Eflays on Britifh antiquities. This pradice, however, feems 
to have been more familiar in Scotland and the kiagdoms on 
the continent, than in England. . 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



E D W A R D I. 221 

Ac earl in dignity, he was foon confidercJ, by this union C HA P* 
of the judicial and fifcal powers, and by the confidence ^^* *^ 
rcpofed in him by the king, as much fuperior to him in "^.T 
authority, and undermined his influence within his own "^' 
jurifdifikion ^. It became ufual, in creating an earl, to 
give him a fixed falary, commonly about twenty pounds 
a year, in lieu of his third of the fines: The dimin^tioI^ 
of his power kept pace with the retrenchment of his pro- 
fit : And the dignity of earl, inftead of territorial and 
official, dwindled into perfonal and titulan Such were 
the mighty alterations, which had already fully taken 
place, or were gradually advancing, in the houfe of 
peers ; that is, in the parliament : For there was anticntly 
no other houfe. 

But though the introduSion of barons by writ, and 
of titular earls, had given fome encreafe to royal autho- 
rity; there were other caufes, which counterbalanced 
thofe innovations, and tended in a higher degree to dimi- 
ni(h the power of the fovcreign. The difufe, into which 
the feudal militia had in a great meafure fallen, made the 
barGns almoft entirely forget their dependence on the 
crown : By the diminution of the number of knights ' 
fees, the king had no reafonable compenfation when he 
levied fcutages and exchanged their fervices for money : 
The alienations pf the crown lands had reduced him to 
poverty : And above all, the conceflion of the great char- 
ter had fet bounds to.royal pow^, and had rendered it 
more difficult and dangerous for the prince to exert any 
extraordinary afits of arbitrary authority. In this fituation 
it was natural for the king to court the friendfhip of the 
leffer barohs and knights, whofe influence was nowife 
dangerous to him, and who, being expofed to oppref- 
fion from their powerful neighbours, fought a legal pro- 
tedioa under the fhadow of the throne. He defired, 
therefore, to have their prefence in parliament, where 
they ferved to controul the turbulent refolutions of the 
great. To exaS a regular attendance of the whole body 
would have produced confufion, aifd would have impofed 
loo heavy a burden upon them. To fummon only a few 
"by writ, though it was praftifed and had a good eflFeft, 
ferved not entirely the king's purpofe j becaufe thefe mem- 
bers 

^ There arc inftances of princes of the blood who accepted 
of tie office of ihcriff. Spelman in voce Vicecmk: 
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CHAP, bers had no farther authority than attended their perfbnal 
^^^- charafter, add were eclipfed by the appearance of the 
^ ' niore powerful nobility. He therefore difpenfed with the 
*^95» attend.ir.ce of moft of the leffer barons in parliament ; 
and in return for this indulgence, (for fuch it was then 
efleemed) required them to choofe in each county a cer- 
tain number of their own body, whofe charges they bore, 
and who, having gained the confidence, carried with 
them, of courfe, the authority of the whole order. This 
expedient had been pradifed at diflFerent times, in the 
reign of Henry III. " and regularly, during that of the 
prefent king. The numbers lent up by each county va- 
ried at the will of the prince ' : They took their feat 
among the other peers; bccaule by their tenure they be- 
longed to that order \ : The introducing them into that 
houfe fcarce appeared to be sti innovation : And though 
it uas eafily in the kir.g^s power, by varying their nun> 
ber, to command the refolutions of the whole parliament, 
this circumftance was little attended to, in an age, when 
force was more prevalent than laws, and when a refolu- 
tion, though taken by the majority of a legal afiembly, 
could not be executed, if it oppofed the will of the more 
powerful minority. 

But there were other important confequcr.ces, which 
followed the diminution and dii'ufe of the antient feudal 
militia. The king's expences, in levying and maintain- 
ing a military force for every cnterprize, were encreafed 
beyond what his narrow^ revenues were able to bear : As 
the fcutages of his military tenants, which were accepted 
in lieu of their perfonal lervice, had fallen to nothing ; 
there were no means of fupply but from voluntary aids 
granted him by the parliament and clergy : Or from th€ 
talliages which he might levy upon the towns and inhabi- 
tants in royal demefne. In the former year, Edward 
had been obliged to exaft no lefs than the fixth of all 
moveables from the laity, and the half of ail ecclefiaf- 
tical benefices ^ for his expedition into PoiQou, and the 
* fup- 

« Rot. Clauf. 38 Hen. III. m. 7. and 12 d : hs ahb Rot. 
Clauf. 42 Hen. III. m. i. d. Prynne^s pref to Cotton's 
Abridgement. ' Brady's anfwer to Petyt, from the records, 
p. 1 5 1 , ^ Brady's Treatife of borowghs, App. No. 1 3 

^ Brady of boroughs, p. 31.. from the records. HemiDg. 
vd. i. p. 52. M. Weft. p. 422. Rylcy, p. 462. 
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fupprtflion of the Welfli : And this diftrefsful fituation, 
Avhich was likely often to return upon him and his fuccef- 
fcrs, made him think of a new device, and fummon the^ 
reprefentatives of all the boroughs to parliament. This 129$. 
period, which is the twenty-third of his reign, feems to 
be the real and true epoch of the houfe of commons; 
and the firft faint dawnings of popular government in 
England. For the reprefentatives of the counties were 
only deputies from the fmaller barons and leffer nobility : 
And the former precedent of reprefentatives from the bo- 
roughs, who were fummoned by the earl of Leicefter, 
was regarded as the aft of a violent uiiirpation, had been 
difcontinued in all the fubfcquent parliaments, and if that 
meafure had not become neceflary on other accounts, this 
example was more likely to blafl than give credit to it. 

During the courfe of two centuries, the kings of 
England, in inditation of other European princes, had 
embraced the falutary policy of €;ncouraging and protefk- 
ing the lower and more induftrious orders of the (late ; 
whom they found well difpofed to obey the civil magif- 
trate, and whofe ingenuity and labour furniflied commo- 
dities, requifhe for the ornament of peace and fupport of 
war. Though the inhabitants of the country weije ftill 
left at the difpofal of their imperious lords ; many attempts 
were made to give more fecurity and liberty to citizi|ps, 
and make them enjoy unmolefted the fruits of their, ini- 
duftry. Boroughs were ereSed by royal patent within 
the demefne lands : Liberty of trade was conferred upon 
them : The inhabitants were allowed to farm at a fixed 
rent their own tolls .and cuftoms ^ : They were permit- 
ted to ele£l their own m^iftrates : Juftice was diflributed 
to them by thefe magiftrates^ without obliging them to 
attend the (heriff or county courts : And fome (hadow of 
independence was gradually acqu*u"ed to the people, by 
means of thefe equitable privilege* ^. The king, how- 
ever, retained f^ill the power of levying talliages or 
taxes uppn them at plea&ire?; and.' though their poverty 

. '^ and 

^ Madox, FirmaBurgi, p, 21* ^ Bracty of boroughs, 

App. No. I, z, >. ^ The kjiig had not osly the power of 
tailiating the infaabjytant^ within \h^ oi^n deme&es, hilt tjiat- of 
granting to particvilar bvons the>i»ower! of taliiatmg ^ infa»- 
bitanta^ witl^ni them., See BradjV a^fWer to fj^tyt^i^ ir8. 
JW^dox's Hil. of ttje Exchequec,' p^ ji8. : - .: 
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,C H A P. and the cuftoms of the age made thefe demands neither 
XIII. frequent nor exorbitant, fuch unlimited authority in the 

^•^"-^^ ^ fovereign was a fenfible check upon commerce, and was 
**9S' utterly incompatible with all the principles of a free go- 
vernment. But when the multiplied neceflfities of the 
crown produced a greater demand for fupply, the king^ 
whofe prerogative entitled him to exaft it, found, that he 
had not power fufficient to enforce his ediSs, and that it 
was requifite, before he impofed taxes, to fmooth the way 
for his demand, and to obtain the previous confent of the 
boroughs, by folicitations, remonftrances, and authority. 
The inconvenience of tranfa£ting this bufinefs with every 
particular borough was foon felt ; and Edward became 
fenfible, that the moft expeditious way of obtaining fup- 
ply, was to affemble together the deputies of all the bo- 
roughs, to lay before them the neceifuies of the ftate, 
to difcufs the matter in their prefence, and to require 
their confent to the demands of their fovereign. For this 
reafon, he iffued writs to the Iheriffs, enjoining them to 
fend to parliament along with two knights of the (hire, 
two deputies from each borough within their county ^, 
and thefe provided with fufBcient powers from their com* 
munity, to confentj in their name, to what he and his 
courfcil (hould require of them. A // // a moji equitable 
rw, fays he, in his preamble to this writ, that wbaf 
concerns all Jhould be approved of by all \ and common dan^ 
firs be repelled by united efforts ^ ; a noble principle, which 
mav feem to indicate a liberal mind in the king, ancj 
which laid the foundation of a free and an equitable go- 
vernment. 

After the eleftion of thefe deputies, by the aldermen 
and common council, they gave furetics for their atten- 
dance before the king and parliament: Their charges 
were borne by the borough, which fent them : And they 
' had 

^ Writs were iffiied to about 120 cities arid boroughs. 

^ Brady of boroughs, p. 25, 33. from the records. The 
writs of the parliament inomediately preceding, remaip ; ?nd 
the retum of knights is thert required, but not a word of the 
l)oroiigli6 : A demonftvation, that this was tbe v^iy year in 
which they commenced. In the year immediately pcceding, 
^» taxes )vere levied l^ a feemmg or felted ednfent of e*<A 
.{Miiticflar ^borough,:- tegkutiii| with London < Id. p. 3 1 , 3^ 
33. from the records.^- 4ir<{ hts^an^er k> Petyt, p. 40, 41^ 
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h^dfo little idea ot appearing as legiflators^ a charaderC H AP; 
extremely wide of their low rank and condition *, that XIII. 
no intelligence could be more dtfagreeable to any bo- ^— -v^"*^ 
rough, than to find that they muft eledy or to any indivi- **9S* 
dual than that he was elected^ to a truft from which no 
profit or honour could poffibly be expefted,^. They com- 
pofed not, properly fpeaking, any effential part of the 
parliament : They met apart both from the barons and 
Knights ^, who difdained to mix with fuch mean perfo- 
nages : After they had given their confent to the taxes^ 
required of them, their bufinefs being now finifhed, they 
feparated, even though the parliament ilill continued to 
fit, and to canvafs the national bufmefs^ : And as they all 
confifted of men, who were real burgefTes of the place, 
from which they were fent, the (heriflF, when he found 
no perfon of abilities or wealth fufiicient for this office, 
often ufed the fireedom of omitting particular boroughs in 
his returns ; and as he received the thanks of the people 
for this indulgence, he gave no offence to the court, who 
levied, without diflin3ion, the tax agreed to by the ma* 
jority of deputies ^. 

The union, however, of the reprefentatives firom all 
the boroughs gave gradually more weight to the whole 
order ; and it became cuftomary for them, in return for 
the fupplies, which they granted, to prefer petitions to 
the crown for the redrefs of any particular grievances, of 
which they found reafon to complain. The more the 
king's demands multiplied, the fafler thefe petitions en- 
creafed both in number and authority ; and the prince 

Vol- II. Q: found 

* Reiiquiae Spelm. p. 64. Prynne's pref. to Cotton's Abridg. 
and the Abridg. paifim. ^ Brady of boroughs, p. 59, 60. 
^ Brady of boroughs, p. 37, 38, from the records, and ap- 
pend, p. 19. Alfb his append, to his anf. to Petyt, Record. 
And his glofT. in Verb. Communitas Regn, p. 33- ® Ryley*s 
Pladt. Pari p. 241, 242, &c. Cotton's Abridg p. 14. 

^ Brady of boroughs, j). 52, from the records. There is 
even an inflance in the reign of Edward III. when the king 
named aH the deputies. Id. anC to Petyt, p. 161. If he 
lairiy naaied the moft confiderable and creditable burgeffes, lit- 
tile excepu'on would be taken ; as their bu(inefs was not to 
check die king, but to reafon with him and confent to his de-* 
niands. It was not till the reign of Richard II. that the flie- 
riffs were deprived of the power of omitting boroughs at plea- 
fure. SceStat. kt large, 5th Richard II. cap. 4. 
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CH A F..feaiid kdif&cuU to refufe men, whofe grants had fopport- 
Xm. ed his throne, and to whofe affidance he might fo foon be 

^ i^y»m^ again obliged ta have rccourfe. The commons however 
^^9$' were ftill much below the rank of legiflators ^. Their 
petitions, though they received a verbal aflTent from the 
throne, were only the rudiments of laws : The judges 
were afterwards entrufted with the power of putting them 
into form : And the king, by adding to them the fanc- 
tion of his authority, and that fometimes without the af- 
'fent of the nobles, beftowed validity upon them. T he 
age did not refine fo much as to perceive the danger of 
tbefe irregularities. No man was difpleafed, that the fo- 
v^reign, at the defire of any clais of men, fhould ilTue 
ap cutler, which appeared only to concern that clafs ; 
and his predeceflbrs were fo near poffefling the whole le- 
giflative power, that he gave no difguft by afluming it 
m this feemingly inoflFenfive manner. But time and far- 
ther experience gradually opened mens eyes and cofreded 
fudi*abufes. It was found, that no laws could be fixed 
for one order of men, without afFcQing the whole ; and 
that the force and efficacy of laws depended entirely on 
tl« terms employed in wording them. The houfc of 
peers, therefore, the moft powerful order of the ftate, 
reafenaUy expe&ed, that their aflent ftiould be exprefsly 
granted to all public ordinances " : And in the reign of 
Henry V. the comnwns required that no laws ftiould be 
framed merely upon their petitions, unlefs the ftatutes 
were worded by themfelves, and had palTed their houfe in 
the form of a bill K 

But as the fame caufes, which had produced a par- 
tition of property, continued ftill to operate ; the num- 
ber of knights and lefler barons, or what the Englifli call 
the gentry, perpetually encreafed, and fonk into a r^nfe 

ftiH 

^ Sec note at 4e end of the volmnc. 

* Im thefe inftances fotind in Cotton's abridgement, where 
die king appears to anfwer of himfelf the petitions of the 
commons, fie jjrobably exerted no more than that powef, 
which was long inherent in the crown, of regulating kflcr mat- 
ters by his edi&s or proclamations. But no durable br general 
ftatute feems ever to have been made by the king from t& petl- 
Iron of the coninions alone, vrithout tli aflent <3 the peers. It 
h more likely, that the peers alone, without the commons, 
WDutd enaa ftatuies. ' Brady's anfwer to Petyt, p. 85, 
fi-omtherecordf. 



Digitized 



by Google 



E D W -A R I. t '^^ 

ftili iftore inferior to the great rtobility. The eq^aaiity of^ & A P. 
tenure was loft in the great inferiority of power and pro- XIH. 
perty ; and the houfc of reprefentatives from the coun* ^^— •>;^"|^^ 
ties was gradually feparated from that of the peers, and *^' 
formed a diftinO: order in the ftate ^. Th^ growth of 
commerce, meanwhile, augmented the private weakh 
and confideration of the burgeffes ; the frequent de- 
mands of the crown encreafed their public, importance ; 
and as they.refembled the knights of (hires in one mater- 
nal circumftance, that of reprefenting particular bodies of 
men ; it no longer appeared unfuitable to unite them to- 
gether in the fame houfe, and to confound their rights 
and privileges ^. Thus the third eftate, that of the com- 
0^2 mens, 

^Cotton's abridgement, p. 13. 

^ It was very agreeable to the majrims of ail the feudfti 
governments, that every order of the ftate ihould give their 
•consent to the ads which more immediately concerned them ; 
and as the notion of a political fyftem was not then (b well un- 
derftood, the other orders of the ftate were often not confulted 
oh thefc occaiionS. In this reign, even the merchants, though 
^o public body, granted the king impofitions on merchandize, 
becaufe the firft payments came out of their pockets. They 
did the fame in ihe reign of Edward lit hut \\\t comtnons had 
th(2n obferved that the people paid thefc duties, though the 
merchants advanced iheiii ; and they therefore remonftrated 
againft this pratlice. Cotton's abridg. p. 39. The taxes ini" 
pofed by the knights on the counties were always lighter ihaa 
thofe which the burgefles laid on the boroughs ; a piefumption, 
that m voting thefe lases the knights and burgeiTes did not form 
' the fame houfe. See ClianccIJor Well's enquity into the man- 
ner of creating peers, p. 8. But there are fo many poofs, 
that ihefe two orders of reprcfentaiives were long feparate, 
that it is needleis to infift on them. Mi'. Carte, who had care- 
ftiily confuhed the rolls of parliament, affirms, that they never 
appear to have been united till the 16th of Edward 111 See 
Hift, voL ii. p. 45 1 . But 'tis certain that this umon was not 
evcM then final : In 137a, the bwrgeffes aSed by Ehemfelves, 
' and voted a tax after the knights w-eredifmifled. See Tyrrel, 
Htft. rol. iii^p. 73A, from Rot. Clauf 46 Edw. OL n. 9. In 
1376, they were the knights alone, who pafled a vote for the 
removal of Alice Pierce from the Hng*s perfon, if we miy 
credit Walfmgham, p. 1 89. There is an inftance of a %jq 
; kind in the reign of Richard fl. Cotton, p, 193. The diffc- 
rent taxes voted by thefetv/o brancTies of the lower houfe, IVpt 

* them nawrally feparaic : But as their petiuons had mo% the 

* fam? 
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CHAP. mon$f reached at laft its prerent form ; and as the coun* 
Xm. try gentlemen made thenceforwards no fcruple of appear- 

'^-^^—^ ing as deputies of the boroughs, the diftinSion between 
**9S- the members was entirely loft, and the lower houfe ac- - 
quired thence a great acceflion of weight and importance 
in the kingdom. Still, however, the office of this cftate 
was very diflFcrent from that which it has fince exercifcd 
with fo much advantage to the public. Inftead of check* 
ing and controuling the authority of the king, they were 
naturally induced to adhere to him, as the great fountain 
of law and juftice, and to fupport him againft the exor- 
bitant power of the ariftocracy, which at once was the 
fource of oppreffion to themfelves, and difturbed him in 
the execution of the laws. The king, in his turn, gave 
countenance to an order of men, fo ufeful and fo little 
dangerous : The peers alfo were obliged to pay them 
fbme confideration : And by this means, the third 
cftate, formerly fo abjeft in England, as well as in aU 
other European nations, rofe by flow degrees to their prc- 
fent importance ; and in their progrefs made arts and com- 
merce, the neccflarv attendants of liberty and equality, 
flourifh in the kingaom ^ 

What 

fame obje£t, viz. the redrefi of grievances, and the (upport of 
law and juftice both againft the crown and the barons, this 
caufe as naturally united them, and was the reafon why they 
at laft joined in one houfe for the diipatch of budneis. The 
barons^had few petitions : Their privileges were of more antient 
date : Grievances (eldom afie6ted them : They were them- 
felves the chief oi)prefrors. In 1333, the knijghts b^ them- 
felves concurred with the biihops and barons in advifing the 
kin^ to ftay his journey into Ireland. Here was a petition 
which regarded a matter of ftate, and was fuppofed to be 
above the capacity of the burgtftes. The knights, therefore, 
a6ted a ^t m this petition. See Cotton, abrid. p. 1 3. Chief 
baron Gilbert thinks, that the reafon why taxes began always 
with the commons or burgeftes was, that they were limited by 
the inftm6tions of their &)roughs. See Hift. of the Exche- 
quer, jp. 37- 

^ The chief argument from antient authority, for the opi- 
nion that the reprefentatives of boroughs preceded the forty- 
ninth of Heniy III. is the famous petition of the borough of 
St, All»ns, fim taken notice of by Seldcn, and then by Petyt, 
Brady, Tyrrel, and others. In this petition, prefented to the 
parliament in the reign of Edward it. the town of St. Albans 

aflerts. 
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What fufficiendy proves, that the commencement C H A P. 
of the houfe of burgerfes, who are the true commons^ XIII. 
was not an affair of chance, but arofe from the ncccf- ^^ ^~^- 
fities of the prefent fituation, is, that Edward, at the **9S* 
very fame time, flimmoned deputies from the inferior 
clergy, the firft that ever met in England ^, and he re- 
quired 

dtlerts, that though they held in capite of the crown, and owed 
only, for all other ferviccs, their attendance in parliament, 
yet the flieriff had omitted them in his writs ; whereas both in 
the reign of the king's father, and all his predeceflbrs, they 
had^ always ient members. Now, fay the defenders of this 
opinion, tf the commencement of the houfe of commons was 
in Henry Ill's rei^, this exprefiion could not have been ufed. 
ButMadox, in his Hiftory of the Exchequer, p. 522, ^23* 
524, has endeavoured todeffax)y the authority ot this peutioa 
for the purpofe lUedged. He afferts, firft, that there was no 
fuch tenure in England as that of holding by attendance ia 
parh'ament, inftead of all other fervice. Secondly, That the 
ooroueh of St. Albans never held of th^ crown at all, but 
was always demefhe land of the abbot. It is no wonder there- ^ 
fore, that a petition which advances two falfhoods, fliould 
contain one hiftorical miftake, which indeed amounts only to 
an inaccurate expreflion. Accordingly St. Albans continued 
ftiU to belong to tne abbot. It never neld of the crown, till 
after the difiblution of the monafteries. But th^ aifurance of 
thefe petitioners is remarkable. They wanted to ihake oflT the 
authority of their abbot, and to hold of the king ; hot wene 
unwilling to pay any fervices even to the crown : Upon which 
they framed this petition, which latter writers have made the 
foundation of fb many inferences and condufions. From the 
tenor of the petition it appears, that there was a dole connec- 
tion between hokiing of^ the crown, and being reprefented in 
parliament : The latter had fcarce ever place without the 
former. Yet we learn fiom Tyrrel's Append, vol. iv. that 
there were fome inftances to die contrary. It is not improba- 
ble, that Edward followed the roll of the eaii of Leicef^er^ 
who had fummoned, without diftmetion, all the confiderable 
boroughs of the kingdom ; among whom there might be ibme 
few who did not hcdd of the crown. Edi^rard ajlp fpiind it 
jieceflary to impofe taxes on aU the boroughs of the kingdom 
without diftindion. This was a good expedient ifi^ ai^gment* 
ing his revenue. 

^ Archbifhop Wake's State of the Oiurch of England, p. 
235. Brady of boropgh^, p. 34. Oilberf;i Ifft. of xi» E|ch, 
p. 46. 
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CHAP, quired ihcm to impofe taxes on their conftituents for the 
' Xni. public fervice. Formerly the ecclefiaftical benefices 

S''"S^"'^ bore no part of the burthens of the ftate : The pope had 
f^9S« indeed of late often levied impofitions upon them : Ke 
had fometimes granted this power to the fovereign " ; 
Edward himfelf had in the former year e^^Qed^ by men- 
aces and violence, a very grievous tax of half the re- 
venues of the clergy : But as this precedent was dange- 
rous s and could not eafily be repeated \n a government, 
which required the confent of the fubjeQ io any cxtr^r 
prdinary rcfolutipn; Edward found it mere prudent to 
affembte a lower houfe of coovocatian^ to lay before them 
his neeeflitici, and to alk fome fupply. But on this oc- 
cafion he mei with difficulties- Whether that the clergy- 
thought themfclves the mod independent body in the kingr 
^om, of were difgufted by the tormer exorbitant impo^ 
fitionj, they abfohitdy refufed their aflent to the king's 
demand of a fifth of thfir moveables ; and it was not 
till a fccond meeting* that^ on their perfifting in this re- 
(a(^\f he was wiUiiig to accept of a tenth* The baron| 
and knights granted: him, without helltation, an eleventh; 
the b^rgeflks, a fcventh. But the clergy ffill fcrupled 
to meet on the king's writ | left by fuch obedience tbejf 
fliould kpm to acknowledge the authority of the tempot 
ral power: And \hh coI1^plomife was at htft fallen upoi^ 
that the king (hobld iiTue bis writ to the archbiihop; 
and th^ the arcbbiftiop fliould, in confequencc :of it, 
fuminon the ckrgy, wh6, as they then appeared to obey 
their fpirituaj fnperior, rip lotiger hefitated to meet in 
convocation. This eipcdieint, however, was the caufe^ 
why the ecclefiaftics niet in two houfgis ' of convocation, 
)i^nder their feveral archb^ops, ai;d fornied not one 
jeftate, as in other. countries erf" Europe; which was at 
firft the ki^gVint^Atipnf,jvWe now return to the courfe 
jof our narpation. • . • ^ .- 

, EDV2iAiitD» confcious d£ the reafohs. of dtfguft which 
he had given the king of Scots, inft)rmed of the difpo- 
filidns of that peo^e> and expeding the moft viofent 
eflfeSs of their refentijnent,' which he knew he had fb 
well merited ; employed the fupplies, granted him by 
ills people, in making preparations againft the hoftilities 
« ; ..• -— . / :.. •^. . -. •> • . « of 



zo. 



^ Ann/^Vavert'p^ 227, iii8/ T. Wyies, p. 99, izc 
^ Gilbert's Hifti of Excheq. p. 51, 54. 
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of hU nortliern aeighbour. When in this fhuatipn be C H A ^ 
received intelligence of the treaty fecretly concluded be- XIII. 
tween John and Philip ; and though uneafy at this cdn- ^^'^V"*^ 
curr^nce of a French and Scots war, he refdved not to en- **95* 
courage his enemies by a pufillanimous behaviour, or by 
yielding to their united efforts. He fununoned John ^ 
perform the duty of a vaflal, and to fend him a fupply 0( 
forces^ againft an invalion from France, with which he 
was then threatened : He next required, that the for- 
trefTes of Berwic, Jedborough, and Roxborough, fhouU 
be put into his hands as a fecurity during the war^: 
He cited John to appear in an Englifh parliame^nt;, held 
at Newcaftle : And when none of thefe fucceflive de^ 
xnands were complied with, he marched northward witli '^ 

numerous forces, 50,000 foot, and 4000 horfe, to cbaC- 
tife his rebellious vafTal. The Scottifh nation, who had 
little reliance on the vigour and fpirit of their princes 
^{figned him a council of twelve noblemen, in whofe 
hands the fovereignty was really lodged ^, and who ^vlt 
the country in the heft pofture, of which the pre&nt di(- 
tradions would admit. A great army, oonopofed of 129& 
40,000 infantry, though fupported only by 500 cavalry^ 
advanced to the frontiers ; aod after a fruidefs attempt 
upon Carlifle, marched eaftwards to defend thofe pro^ 
vmces, which Edward was preparing to attack. But 
fome of the mofl confideraUe of the Soottifh nobles, Ro- 
bert Bruce, the father and fon, the earls of Mardi and 
Angus prc^nofticating the ruin of their country, from 
the concurrence of inteftine divifions and a foreign isr 
vaiion, endeavoured here to ingratiate themfelveB 
with Edward, by an early fubmimon ; and the king, 
encouraged by this favourable incident, 4e4 his army ix^ 
to the enemies' country and croffed the Tweed wtda^sist a8th 
' oppofuion at Coldftream. He then receive a ineflkge March, 
from John, by which that prince, having now proQivea, 
for himfelf and his nation, pope Celeftine's difpen&tion 
from former oaths, renounced the hooiage which had 
been done to England, and fet Edward at defiance ^. 
This bravade was but ill fupported by the military ope- 
rations 

^ Rymer, vol ii. p. 69a. WaMnf . p. £4. Henong. ^4. . 
i p. 84. Trivet, p. a^iS. ^ Heming. voi. i. p. j^. 

^ Rymer, voL ii. p. 607. Walfing, p. 66. HBOttog. foL i 
p. 9a. 
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CHAP, n^ions of the Scots. Berwic was already taken by af- 
Xin. fault: Sir William Douglas, the governor, was made 

y^v— ^j prifoner : Above 7000 of the garrifon were put to the ^ 
^*96- fword ^ : And Edward, elated by this great advantage, 
difpatched earl Warenne, with 1 2,000 men, to lay fiege 
to Dunbar, which was defended by the flower of the 
Scottifli nobility. 

The Scots, feniible of the importance of this place^ 
which, if taken, laid their whole country open to the 
enemy, advanced with their main army, under the com^ 
tnxni of the earls of Buchan, Lenox, and Mar, in or-> 
der to relieve it. Warenne, not difmayed by the~ great 

ITthApriL fupcriority of their number, marched out to give them bat- 
tle. He attacked them with great vigour ; and as un-^ 
difciplined troops, the more numerous they are, are but 
the more ezpoied to a panic upon any alarm, he foon 
threw them into confufion, and chafed them off the field 
with great daughter °. The lofs of the Scots is faid to 
have amounted to 20,cx>o men : The caftle of Dunbar, 
^ith all its garriibn, furrendered next day to Edward, 
.who, after the battle, had brought up the main body of 
.the Englifli, and who now proceeded with an affured con- 
£dence of fuccefs. The caftle of Roxborough was yield- 
ed by James, fteward of Scotland ' ; and that nobleman, 
from whom is defcended the royal family of Stuart, was 
again obliged to fwear fealty to Edward. After a feeble 
' refiftance, the caftles of Edinburgh and Stirling opened 
their gates to the enemy. All the fouthern parts were 
inftantly fubdued by the Englifh ; and to enable them the 
1>etter to reduce the northern, whofe inacceflible fituation 
feemed to give them fome more fecurity, Edwsurd re- 
ceived a ftrong reinforcement of Welfh and Irifli, who 
being accuftomed to a defultory kind of war, were the 
beft qualified to purfue the fugitive Scots into the recef- 

Scotla^ fesof their lakes and mountains^ But the fpirit of the 

iubdQed. nation was already broke by their misfortunes ; and the 
feeble and timid Baliol, difcontented with his own fub- 

jefts, 

^ Waifing. p^ 66. Heming. vol. i. p. 89. Trivet, p. 289. 
• Waifmg. p. 67. Heming. vol. L p. 96. Trivet, p. 291. 
Chrop. Dunft. vol ii p. o^ou ' Heming. vol. i. P- 97- 
Trivet, p. 292. ^Heming. vol. I p. 9I8. Cbron. Dunlt 



voLii p; 650. 



Digitized 



by Google 



EDWARD I. 253 

jeSs, and over-awed by the Englilh, abandoned all thofe C H A F. 
refoarces, which his people might have yet poffelTed in XIII. 
this e!?tnemity. He h^ftened to make his fubmiffions to ^"""^^^T*^ 
Edward ; he expreflfed the deepeft penitence for his dif- **9^- 
loyalty to his liege lord ; and he made a folemn and ir- 
revocable refignation of his crown into the hands of that 
monarch^. Edward marched northwards to Aberdeen 
and Elgin, without meeting an enemy: No Scotfman 
approached him but to pay him fubmiflion and do hind 
homage^: Even the turbulent highlanders, ever refrac- 
tory to their own princes, and averfe to the reftraint of 
laws, endeavoured to prevent the dcvaftation of their 
country, by giving him early proofs of obedience : And 
£dward> having brought the whole kingdom to a fecm- 
ing ftate of tranquillity, returned to the fouth with his 
army. There was a ftone, to which the popular fu*- 
perftition of the Scots paid the higheft veneration : All 
their kings were feated on it when they received the 
rite of inauguration : An antient tradition affured them^ 
that wherever this ftone was placed, their nation ftiould 
always govern : And it was carefully prefcrved at Scone, 
as the true palladium of their monarchy, and their ulti- 
mate refource amidft all their misfortunes. Edward got 
poffeffion of it; and carried it with him to England*^, 
He gave orders to deftroy aH the records, and all thofc 
monuments of antiquity, which might preferve the me- 
mory of the independence of the kingdom, and refute 
the Engliih claims of fupcriority. The Scots pretend, 
that he alfo deftroyecl all the annals preferved in their 
fonvents: But it is not probable, that a nation, fo rude 
and unpoliflied, (hould be pofTcffed of any hiftory, which 
deferves niudi to be regretted. The great feal of Baliol 
was broke ; and that prince himfelf was carried a pri- 
fonerto London, and committed to cuftody in the Tower, 
Two years afterwards he was reftored to his liberty, and 
Aibmlttedto a voluntary baniftiment in France, where, 
-without making any farther attempts for the recovery of 
his royalty, he died in a private ftation. EarlWarcnne 
was l«ft governor of Scotland ^ 2 EngUflinien were en- 

trufte4 

•- Rymer, vol. it p. 71B. Walfing.'p. 67. Heming. vol. 
i. p. 9gr Trivet, p. 29a. ^ Hemmg. vol. i. p. 100, 
.lot.. T faffing, p. 68. Trivet, p. 299. ^ Rymer, 
irol. a. p. 726. T%vct, p. 295. 
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CHAP* traded with all the chief offices: And Edward, flattering 
Xin. himfelf that he had attained the cpd of all his wifhes, 

^^"*">'^*'"^ ahd that the long train of fraud and violence which he 
**9^' had praSifed againft Scotland, had terminated in the final 
redu£tion of that kingdom, returned with his vi&orious 
. army into England. 

War with ^^ attempt, which he made about the fame time, 

rrance: f^^ ^j^^ recovery of Guienne, was not equally fuccefsful. 
He fent thither an army of 7000 men, under the com- 
mand of his brother the earl of Lancafler ; and that' 
prince gained at firft fome advantages over the French at 
Bourdeaux : But he was foon after feized with a diftem* 
per, of which he died at Bayonne. The command de- 
volved on the earl of Lincoln, who was not able to per- 
form any thing confiderable during the reft of the cam- 
paign ^. 

But the adive and ambitious fpirit of Edward, while 
his conquefts brought fuch confiderable acceflions to th^ 
En^lUh n^onarchy, could not be fatisfied, fo long as 
Guienne, the antient patrimony of his family, wa* 
wrefled from him by the diflioneft artifices of the French 
monarch. Finding, that the diftance of that province 
rendered all his eBSrts againft it feeble and uncertain, he 
propofed to attack France in a quarter where ftie ap- 
peared more vulnerable; and with this view, he mar- 
ried bis daughter Elizabeth to John earl of Holland, and 
at the fame time contraded an alliance with Guy earl of 
Flanders, ftipulated to pay him the fum of 75,000!. 
and pro]e3ed an invafion with their united forces upoa 
Phifipji their common enemy ^. He hoped, that, when 
^e himfelf, at the head of the Englifti, Flemifti, and 
Dutch armies, re-inforced by his German allies, to 
whom he had promifed or remitted very confiderable 
fums, ihould enter the frontiers of France, and threaten 
the capital itfelf, Philip would at laft be obliged to re- 
linquifti his acquifitions, and purchafe peace by Uie re- 
llitution of Guienne. But in order to fet this great 
machine in movement, confiderable fupplies were requi- 
lite from the parliament ; and Edward, without muc^ 
difficulty, obtained from the barons and knights a new 
grant of a twelfth of all their moveables, and ft'om the 

borooghs, 

"^ Heming. vol. i. p. 7a, 75^ 74. * Kymcr, v«4. u* 
p. 761. Walfing. p. 68. '.. ' / 
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boroughs, that of an eighth. The great and almoftqn-CH A P^ 
limited power of the king over the latter, enabled him XUl. 
to throw the heavieft part of the burthen on them ; and ^'" "^ '; 
the prejudices, which he feems always to have entertain- *^?^' 
cd ^ainft the church, on account of their former zeal 
for the Mountfort faSion, made him refolyc to load thenn 
with ftill more confiderable impdfitions, and he require4 
of them a fifth of their moveables. But he here met 
"with an oppofition, which for fome time difconcerted all 
his meafures^ and engaged him in enterprizes, which 
were fomewhat dangerous to him^ and would have,prove4 
ruinous- to any of his predeceffors. 

Boniface VIJI. who had fucceeded Celjcftine in th^ Diffenfi- 
papal throne, was a man of the moft lofty and enter- ons with 
prizing fpitit ; and though he wanted that aufterity of ^^^ ^^^^^^ 
inanners, which commonly accompanies ambition ih9^< 
men of his order, he was determined to carry the ^i^hor ' * 
rity of the tiara, and his doniiriion over the temporal 
power, to as great a height as it had ever attained in any 
former period, Senfible that his immediate predeceffors^ 
by oppreiJing the church in every, province of. Chrif- 
tendom, had extremely alienated the affeSioris jpf th^ 
clergy, and had afforded the civil magift^aie ^ pretence 
for laying like impofitions on ecglefiaftical revenues, he 
attempted to refume the former ftation of the fovereigjn 
pontiff, and to eftablilh himfelf as ihp common proteSor 
of the fpiritual order againft all invaders. For this pur- 
pofej he ifTued very early in his pontificate a general 
bull, prohibiting all princes to levy- without his coqfent 
any taxes upon the clergy, and all clergymen to fubmit 
to fuch impofitions ; and threatening both of tbem with 
the penalties of excommunication iii cafe' of difobedience \ 
This important t6i€t is faid to have .been pro<c;ured by 
the felicitation of Robert de Winchelfi^y, archbiuiop of 
CanterfcEry, who intended to employ it as a rampai;t 
againft the violent extortions whjcb tjie church had felt 
.from Edward, and the ftill greater^ which that pririce*s 
muiti plied neceflTities gave thoip, reajon to apprehend. 
"When 2 demand, therefore, wa$ m^de on the clergy of a 
jfifth of their moveables, a tax which was probably much 
more grievoiis than a fifth of their revenue, as their 
Imk yi^te. m9j(Uy ftoc^ed with th^ir cattle, and; culti- 
vated 

^ JR7m«r,'voI. ii< f^ 796. Hcpiing. vol 1 11,104. . - 
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CHAP, vatcd by their villains; the clergy took flicker under the 
XIIL bull of pope Boniface, and pleacfed confcience in refufing 
y^-v^^*-' compliance ■. The king came not immediately toex- 
lago. iremities on this repulfe ; but after locking up all their 
gran$riets and barns, and prohibiting all rent to be paid 
them, he appointed a new fynod, to confer upon his de- 
mand. The primate, not difmayed by thefe proofs of 
Edward's rcfolution, here plainly told him, that the cler- 
gy oi^ed obedience to two fovereigns, their fptrituat and 
their temporal ; but their duty bound them to a much 
ftriSer attachment to the former than to the latter : They 
could not comply with his commands, (for fuch, in fome 
meafure, the requefls of the crown were then deemed) 
. in contradidion to the exprefs prohibition of the fovereign 
pontiff^. 
1197, Thk clergy had feen from many proofs, that Edward 
paid very little regard to thofe numerous privileges, en 
which they fet fo high a value. He had formerly feized, 
in an arbitrary manner, all the money and plate lodged 
in the churcnes and convents, and had applied them to 
the public fcrvice ^ ; and they could not but cxped more 
violent treatment on this fhapp refufal, grounded on fuch 
dangerous principles. Inftead of applying to the pope 
for a relaxation of his bull, he refolved immediately to 
employ the power in his hands ; and he told the ecclefia- 
ftics, that, fince they refufed to fupport the civil govern- 
ment, they were unworthy to receive any benefit from it ; 
and he would accordingly put them out of the protec- 
tion of the laws. This vigorous meafure was immedi- 
ately carried into execution ^. Orders were iffued to the 
judges to receive no caufe brought before thftn by the 
clergy ; to hear and decide all caufes in which they were 
defendants: To do every man juftice againfl them; to 
do them juflice againfl no body '. The ecdefiaftics 
found themfelves in the moft mifefable (ituation imagina- 
ble. They could not remain in their own houfes or 
convents for want of fubfiftence : If they went abroad^ 
in queft of maintenance, they were difmounted from 
their horfes, robbed of their deaths, abufed by every 

rpfGati, 

• Hemin^. vol. i. p. 107. Trivet, p, 296, Chion. Dunft. 
voK ii. p. oja. ^ Heming. vol. i. p. 107. ^ Walfing. 
p, 65. Heming. vol. i. p. $1. ® Walfmg. p. 6^, Hem* 
mg. vol. i. p. loj. ^ ML Weft. p. 4^9.- 
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mffian, and no redrefs could be obtained by them for the C HAP* 
moft violent injury. The primate himfelf was attacked XIII. 
on the high- way, was ftripped of all his equipage and ^"^"^^""^^ 
furniture, and was at lad reduced to board himfelf with a '^97* 
lingle fervant in the houfe of a country clergyman^. 
The king, mean-while, remained an indifferent fpedator 
of all thefe violences ; and without employing his officers 
in committing any immediate injury on the priefts, which 
might have appeared invidious and oppreflive, he took am- 
ple vengeance on them for their obflinate refufal of his 
demands. Though the archbiihop iflued a general fen-* 
tence of excommunication againfl all who attacked the 
perfons or property of ecclefiaftics, it was not regarded ; 
while Edward enjoyed the fatisfadion of feeing the peo* 
pie become the voluntary inftruments of his juftice againft 
them, and enure themfelves to throw off that refped; for 
the facred order, by which they had been fo long over- 
awed and governed. 

The fpirits of the clergy were at laft broke by this 
harfh treatment. Befides that the whole province of 
York; which lay neareft the danger that ftill hung over 
them from the Scots, voluntarily, from the firft voted a 
fifth of their moveables ; the bifliops of Salilbuiy, Ely, 
and fome others, made a compofttion for the fecular cler- 

Sy within their fees ; and they agreed, not to p^y the 
fth, which would have been an zGt of difobedience to 
Boniface's bull, but to depofite a fum equivalent in fome 
church appointed them ; where it was taken by the king's 
officers". Many particular convents and clergvmen 
made payment of a like fum, and received the King's 
protedion '. Thofe who had not ready money, entered 
into recognizances for the payment. And there was fcarce 
found one ecclefiaftic in the kingdom, who feemed wiU 
ling to fuffer for the fake of relidous privileges, this new 
fpecies of martyrdom, the moft tedious and languifhing 
of any, the moft mortifying to fpiritual pride, and not 
rewarded by that crown of glory, which the church 
holds up, with iiich oftentatipn,' to h^r devoted adher- 
ents. 

But 

® Hciiiing. vol. i. p. 109. * Hcming. vol. i. p. 108, 
109. Chron. Dunft. p. 653. \ Chron. Puoft. vol ^il p. 
654. 
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CHAP. But as the money, granted by parliament^ tfaougfi 
^ Xni. confiderable, was not fumcient to fupply the king's ne- 

^ — V ' ceffities, and that levied by compofitions with the clergy 

**97- came in flowly, Edward was obliged, for the fake of 
Arbitrary farther fupply, to exert his arbitrary power, and to lay* 
meafures. ^^ oppreffive hand on all orders of men in the kingdom. 
He limited the merchants in the quantity of wool allowed 
to be exported ; and at the fame time forced them to 
pay him a duty of forty Ihillings a fack, which was com- 
puted to be much above the fifty of the value ^* He" 
feized all the reft of the wool, as well as all the leather' 
of the kingdom, into his l^ands, and difpofed of thefe 
commodities for his own benefit * : He required the 
Iheriffs of each county to fupply him with 200O quar- 
ters of wheat, and as many of oats, which he permitted 
them to feize wherever they could find them : The cattle 
and other commodities neceffary for fupplying his army 
were laid hold of without the confent of the owners ^ : 
jlnd thou^ he promifed afterwards to pay the equivalent 
of all thele goods, men faw but little probability that a 
iprince, who fubmitted fo little to the limitations of law, 
totild ever, amidft his multiplied neceffities, be reduced 
to a ftrift obfervance of his engagements. He (hewed at • 
Ihe fame time an equal difregard to the principles of the 
feudal law, by which all the lands of his kingdom were 
^ fccfd : In order to encreafe his army, and enabled him to 
fuppoft that great effort, which he propofed to make 
againft France, he required the attendance of every pro- 
prietor of Ijmd, poffeffed of twenty pounds a year, everi 
though he held not of the crown and was not obli* 
ged by the tenure of his eftate to perform any fuch fer- 
vice ^. ' 

These afts of violence and of arbitrary power, not- 
withftanding the great perfonal regard generally borne to 
the king, bred murmurs in every order of men ; and it 
was not long, ere fome of the great nobility, jealous of 
their own privileges, as well as of national liberty, 
gave countenance and authority fo thefe cdmj^Umts. Erf- 
ward aflembled an army on the fea^^coaft, which heprd- 
•pofed to fend over into Gafcony, while he himfelf fliould 
, . , . _ . . in 

* -^ Wa'Uing. p. ^9- Trivet, p'.tgS.' * Heming. vdl. i. 
p. 52, no. c Hcming. vol. 1. p. iii. " Walling, p. 
69. 
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in pcrlbfi make an impreflion on the fide of Flander»> C H A P* 
and he intended to put theie forces under the command XIIL 
of Humphrey Bohun, earl of Hereford^ die conftable, ^-^'"v'^^ 
and Roger Bigod, earl of Norfolk, the marefchal of »^7- 
England, But thcfe two powerful carls refufcd to exe- 
cute his commands, and affirmed, that they were only 
obliged by their office to attend his perfon in the wars. 
A violent altercation enfued ; and the king in the height 
of his paflion, addrefling himfelf to the conftable, ex- 
claimed. Sir ^arlf by God^ you Jh all either go or bang. 
By God, Sir king, replied Hereford, / will tieitber g9 ner 
hang^. And he immediately departed, with the mare- 
fchal, and above thirty other confiderable barons. 

Upon this oppofition, the king laid afide the pro- 
jeS of an expedition againft Guienne ; and affembled 
the forces, which he himfelf propoled to tranfport into 
Flanders. But the two earls, irritated in the conteft and 
dated by impunity, pretending that none of their ancei^ 
tors had ever ferved in that country, refufed to perform 
the duty of their office in muftering the army *l The 
king, now finding it advifeable to proceed with modera* 
tion, inftead of attainting the earls, who poffeffed their 
dignities by hereditary .right, appointed Thomas de 
Berkeley, and GeoflFrey de Geyneville, to aft in that 
emergence, as conftable and marefchal^. He endea- 
Toured to reconcile himfelf with the church ; took the 
primate again into favour " ; made him, in conjun^on 
wth Reginald de Grey, tutor to the prince, whom he *" " 
f>Fopored to appoint guardian of the kingdom during his 
abfence ; and he even affembled a great number of th^ - • 
nobility in Weftminfter-hall, to whom he deigned to 
make an apology for his paft condud. He pleaded the 
urgent neceffities of the crown ; his extreme want of 
money ; his engagements from honour as well as tnterdl 
to fupport his allies abroad : And he promifed> if ever 
he returned in fafety, to redrefs all their grievances, to 
reftore the execution of the Umt^, and to make all his 
fubjeds compenfation for the loffes, which they had fuf- 
tained. Meanwhile, he begged them to fufp€»id th«tr 
' tnimoikies ; to judge of him by his future behaviour, of 

which, 

* Hemiflg. vol. i. p* iiji. ' Rymer, vol. ii. p. 783. 

.Wal% p. 70. ® M..W<ft. p. 430. » Hcmkig. voL 
i. p.113. 
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CHAP, which, he hoped, he ihould be more mafter; to rematti 
XnL faithful to his government, or if he periflied in the pre-« 
^■^v^^^ fcnt war, to preferve their allegiance to his fon and fuc- 
»a97- ceffor^. 

There were certainly, from the concurrence of dis- 
contents among the ^eat, and the grievances of the peo« 
pie, materials fufficient in any other period to have 
kindled a civil war in England ; But the vigour and abi- 
lities of Edward kept every one in awe ; and his dexte- 
rity in (topping on the brink of danger, and retracing 
the meafures, to which he was puihed by his violent tem- 
per and arbitrary principles, iaved the nation from fo 
great calamity. The two great earls dared not to break 
out into open violence ; and they proceeded no farther 
than framing a remonArance, which was delivered to 
the king at Winchelfea, when he was ready to embark 
for Flanders. They there complained of the violations 
of the ^eat charter, and that of forefts ; the violent 
feizure of corn, leather, cattle, and above all, of wool, 
a commodity, which they affirmed to be equaJ in value 
to half the lands of the kingdom ; the arbitrary impo- 
fition of forty (hillings a fack on the fmall quantity of 
wool allowed to be exported by the merchants ; and they 
xiaimed an immediate redrefs of all thefe grievances ^. 
The king told them, that the greateft part of his coun- 
cil were now abfent, and without their advice he could 
not deliberate on meafures of fo great confequence ^. 
Diflenti- But the conftable and marefchal, with the barona 
onswith of their "'party, refolved to^ake advantage of Edward's 
the ba- abfence, and to obtain an authentic aflent to their de- 
nms. mands. When fummoned to attend the parliament at 
London, they came with a great body of cavalry and 
infantry; and before they would enter the city, required 
thai the gates ihould be put into their cuftody ^. The 
primate, who fecretly favoured all their pretenfions, ad* 
vifed the council to comply ; and thus they became maf- 
ters both of the young prince and of the refolutions of 
parliament. Their demands, however, were very mo- 
derate ; and fuch as fufficiently juflify the purity or their 

intentions 

» Heming. vol. i. p. 1 14. M. Weft. p. 430. « Wal- 

ling, p. 72. Heming. vol. i. p. 115. Trivet, p. 30a. ^ Wal- 
fing^p. 7a. Heming.^vol, i. p. 117. JTrivet, p 304. 
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intentions in all their pad meafures : They only required^ CHAP. 
that the two charters (hould receive a folemn confirma- Xm. 
tion ; that a claufe ihould be added to fccure the nation ^"■^^'■***^. 
for ever againft all impofitions and taxes without con- **97*. 
fent of parliament ; and that they themfelves and theic 
adherents, who had refufed to attend the king into Flan- 
ders, (hould be pardoned for this ofFence, and ihould be 
again received into favour ^. The prince of- Wales r^nd 
his council aflented to thefe terms ; and the charters were 
fent over to the king in Flanders to be there con6rmed 
by him. Edward felt the utmoft reluSance to this mea- 
fure, which, he apprehended, would for the future im« 
pofe fetters on his condud» and fet limits to his lawlefs 
authority. On various pretences, he delayed three days 
the giving any anfwer to the deputies ; and when thtt 
pernicious confequences of his refufal were reprefented to 
him, he was as laft obliged, after many internal ftrug- 
gles, to affix his feal to the charters, as alfoulo the claufe 
that bereaved him of the power, which he had hither-, 
to affumed, of impofing arbitrary taxes upon the peo- 
ple*^. 

That we may finifli at once this interefting tran- 
fa3ion concerning the fettlement of the charters, we (hall 
briefly mention the fubfequent events which relate to it.. 
The conftable and marefchal, informed of the king's 
compliance, were fatisfied; and not only ceafed from 
diftiubing the government, but affifted the r^ency with 
all their power, againft the Scots, who had rifen in arms» 
and had thrown off the yoke of the Engliih ', But be- 
ing fenfible, that the fnialleft pretence would fuffice to 
make Edward retrad thefe detefted laws, which, though 
they had often received the fandion both of the king and 
parliament, and had been acknowledged during three 
reigns, were never yet deemed to have fufficient vali- 
dity ; they infifted, that he fhould again confirm them 
on his return to England, and (hould thereby renounce 
all plea which he might derive from his reiiding in iL 
foreign country, when he formerly affixed his feal to 
them/^ It appcftred, that theyjuc^ed aright of Edward^s 

Vol. IL R charade 

»* Waliing. p. 73. Heming. vol. i. p. 138, IJ9< 140, 
141. Trivet, p. 308. *^ Waffing. p. 74. Hcnung. voL 
i. p. 143. ^ Hcming. vol i. p. 143. Q^Hcnrfng^ vd, 
i. p. 159. 
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CHAP* cfaaradcr and inteptions : He delayed this coDfirmation as 
XB GL long as pdQible j and when the fear of worfe contequences 

^' v^--^ obliged him again to coipply, he added exprefsly a falv^ 
**97- for his royal dignity or prerogative, which in eflFeS ener- 
vated the whole force of the charters^. The two carls 
and their adherents left the parliament in difcontent ; and 
the king was confirained^ in a future concefTion, to grant 
to -the people, without any fubierfuee, a pure and abfo- 
lute confirmation of thofe laws ', which were fo much 
the objed of their paflionate affedion. Even farther 
fecurities were then provided for the eftablifhment of na- 
tional privileges. Three knights were appointed to be 
chofen in each county, and were invefied with the power 
of punifhing by fines and imprifonment, every tranf- 
greflion or violation of the charters'^: A precaution, 
which, thou^ it was foon difufed, as encroaching too 
much on royal prerogative, proves the attachment^ 
which the Englifli in that age bore to liberty, and their 
well-founded jealoufy of the arbitrary difpofition of Ed- 
ward. 

Th? work, however, was not yet entirely finifhcJ 
s^id compleat. In order to execute the lefler charter, it 
was requifite by new perambulations to fet bounds to 
the royal forefts, and to difafforeft all land which former 
encroachments had comprehended within their limits. 
Edward difcovered the fame reluSance to comply with 
this (equitable demand ; and it was not till after many de- 
hys on his part, and many foltcitations and requefts, and 
even menaces of war and violence ^, on the part of the 
barons, that the perambulations were made, and exa£t 
boundaries fixed, by a jury in each county, to the extent 
of his forefts ^. Had not his ambitious and aSive tem- 
per raifed him fo many foreign enemies, and obliged him 
(Q have recourfe fo o^en to the afliftance of his fubjeds, 
|t is likely that thefe conceffions could never have been 
extorted from him. 

But 

^ Hemin^. vol. I. ». 167, 168. ^ Htmbg. vol i p. 
16S. "^ Hemingford, vol. i p. 170. ^ Wamng. p. 80- 
Weaie told by TyrrcJ, voL ii. p. 145. fit)m the Chronicle of 
($t Aftam, tmt the barons, not contented with the execudon 
^ the charter of foicfta, demanded of Edwaid as high teims 
ms had been impoied on hit fiiUier by the earl of Leicefter : 
But no other hiftorian mentiims this particular. y' Heming. 
vc4. i. p. 171. M. Weft. p. 431, 433. 
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BvT white the people, after fo many fuccefefiit ftrng^ C h A >• 
gles, deemed themfelves happy in the fecure polleffioti XIH. 
of their privileges; they were furprized in 1305 to find, **''***'^^"'**^ 
that Edward had fccretly applied t6 Rome, and had pro- **97- 
cured from that mercenary court, an abfolmion from all 
the oaths and engagements, which he had fo often reite- 
rated to obferve both the charters. There are fome hif- 
torians ^ fa credulous as to imagine, that this perilous 
ftep was taken by him for no other purpofe than to ac- 
quire the merit of granting a new confirmation of the 
charters, as he did foon after ; and a confirmation fo 
much the more unqueftionaWc, as it could never after be 
invalidated by his fuccdfors from the pretence of any 
force or violence which had been impofed on htrti. 
But befides, that this might have been done with a much 
better grace, if he had never applied for any ftich abfo- 
lution, the whde tenor of his condud proves him to be 
little fufceptible of fuch refinements in patriotifm ; and 
this very deed itfelf, in which he confirmed anew the 
charters, carries on the face of it a very oppofite pre-^ 
funiption. Though he ratified the charters in general^ 
he fliU laid hotd of the papal bull fo far as to invalidate 
the late perambulations of the forefts, which had been 
made withfuch care and attention, and to refcrve to hiip- 
felf the power, in cafe of favourable incidents, to ex- 
tend as much as formerly thefe arbitrary jurifdiftions^ If 
the power was not in hGt made ufe of, we can onfy 
conclude, that the favekirable incidents ^td not occur. 

Thus, after the cont^s of near a whole century^ 
and thofe ever accompanied with violent jealoufiet, crf- 
ten with poWic convulfions, the great charter was finally 
eflabtiihed ; and the Englifh nsdion have the honour of 
extorting, 1^ their perfeverance, this cctoceffion from the 
^bleft, the moft warlike, and the moft ambitious, of all 
fh«r princes^. It is computed that above thirty ^con- 
firmations of it were at diflFer^nt tirhcsr required ox feve- 
R a fal 

* Rndy, vol. fi. p. 84. Carte, vol. if. p. 29a. 
- ^ It mtsk however b^ vemarked/ tliat th« )dng never for|«ve 
: die thief s^axs m ilss taatnAidaoii^ an^ lie found metiii «Mr- 

^wmds to oU^Jboth dir cQnftable ami nMuacMnl toxcfign drir 
; «ficfs into his hands. The former received a new grant of it : 

But the office of marefchal was given to Thomas of srothertony 

the king's fctcond fon. 
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CHAP, ral kin^, and granted by them, in full parliament ; s 
Xin. precaution, which, while it difcovers fome ignorance of 

V^v**^ the true nature of law and government, provc$ a very 
i^* laudable jealoufy of national privilegesin the people, and 
an extreme anxiety, left contrary precedents ftould ever 
be pleaded as an authority for infringing them. Accord- 
ingly we find, that, though arbitrary pra&ices often pre- 
vailed, and were even able to eflaUifh themfelves into 
fetded cufloms, the validity of the great charter was ne- 
ver afterwards formally diiputed ; and that grant was ftiU 
regarded as the bafis of Englilh government, and the 
fure rule by which the authority of every cufiom was 
to be tried and canvafTed. The jurifdidion of the Star- 
chamber, martial law, imprifonment by warrants from the 
privy council, and other pra3ices of a like nature, 
though eftablifhed for feveral centuries, were fcarce ever 
allowed by the Englifh to be parts of their conftitution : 
The affe&ion of the nation for liberty ftill prevailed over 
all precedent, and even all political reafoning : The exer- 
clfe of thefe powers, after being long the fource of fecret 
murmurs among the people, was, in fullnefs of time, fb- 
lemnly abolifhed, as illegal, at leaft as oppreilive, by the 
whole legiflative authority. 

To returja to the period, from which this account of 
the charters has led us : Though the king's impatience to 
appear at the head of his armies in Flanders made him 
overlook all confiderations, either of domeftid difcon- 
tents or of commotions among the Scots ; he had been 
fo long retarded by the feveral obftrudions thrown in his 
way, that he loft the proper feafon for adion, and after 
his arrival made no prc^efs againft the enemy. The 
king of France, taking advantage of his abfence, had 
broke into the Low Countries ; had defeated the Flem- 
ings in the battle of Furnes; had made himfelf mailer 
of Lifle, St. Omer, Courtrai, and Ypres; and feemed 
in a iituation to take full vei^ance on the earl of Flan- 
ders, his rebellious vaflaU But Edward, feconded by 
an Englifh army of 50,000 men (for this is the numbo- 
afligned by hiftorians^) was foon able to ftop the career 
of bis vidories ; and Philip, finding all the weak re* 
fources of his kingdom to be akeady exhaufted, b^n 
to dread a reverie of fortune, and to af^ehend an in* 

vafioa 

2 Heming. vd. i p. 146. 
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vafion on France itfelf. The king of England, on the C H A P. 
other hand, difappointed of aiTiftance from Adolph, king XIII. 
of the Romans, which he had purchafed at a very high *^*"v-^*-^ 
price, and finding many urgent calls for his prefence in '^97- 
England, was defirous of ending on any honourable 
terms a war, which ferved only to divert his force from 
the execution of more important projefts. This dif- 
pofltion of both monarchs foon produced a cefTation of 
hodiiities for two years; and engaged them tofubmit their 
diflFcrences to the arbitration of pope Boniface. 

Boniface was the lad of the fovereign pontiffs who 1298* 
exercifed an authority over the temporal jurifdidion of 

£rinces ; and thefe exorbitant pretenfions, which he had 
een tempted to alTume from the fuccefsful example of ' 
his predeceflbrs, but of which the feafon was now paft, 
involved him in fo many calamities, and were attended 
with fo unfortunate a cateftrophe, diat they have been 
fecretly abandoned, though never ope^y relinquifhed^ 
by his fucceflbrs in the apoftolic chair. Edward and 
Philip, equally jealous pf papal daims^ took care to iq- 
fert in their reference, that Bonifjuc^ ^as inade judge of 
the differences by their confent, as a private perfon, not 
by any right of his pontificate ; and the pope, withoiit 
feeming to be offended at this mortifying, daufe, pro- 
ceeded to give a fentence between them, m which they • 
both acquiefced *, He brought them to agree, that their 
union (hould be centiented by a double marriage ; that of 
Edward himfelf, who was npw a widower, with Mar- 
garet, Philip's fifter, and that of the prince of Wales, 
with IfabeiUy daughter of that monarch **. Philip was 
likewife willing to reftorc Guienne to the Englifli, which 
he had indeed no pretenfions to detain; but he infiftAl, 
that the Scots and their king, John Baliol, (hould, as his 
allies, be alfo comprehended m the treaty^ and fhould be 
reftored to their liberty. The diffefjcnce was, ^fter fjeve- Peace 
ral difputes, comprpmifed by making mutual facrjfices tp with 
each other.. Edward agreed to abandon his ally the earlF'***^^* 
of Flanders, on condition tfiat Philip fliouW treat in like 
manner his ally the king of Scots. The profpeS of con- 
quering thefe two countries, whofe fituation made them 
fo commodious an acqui(itiop to the flifferent kingdoms, 

prevailed 

^ Rymer, vol. 11. p. 817. Heming. vol. i. p. 149. Tri- 
tety p* Jio. ' Rymer, vol ii. p. 823. 
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C HA P. prevailed over all other confiderations ; and though they 
XnL were both finally difappointed in their hopes, their con- 
V^v-- •*> iuft was very reconcilable to the principles of an intcr- 
^^9^' cfted policy. This was the firft fpecimen which the 
Scots nad of the French alliance, and which was exad.ly 
conformable to what a fmaller power muft always ex- 
pedy when it blindly attaches itfelf to the will and for* 
tunes of a greater. That unhappy people, now en- 
gaged in a brave, though unequal contefl for their liber- 
ties, were totally abandoned by the ally, in whom they 
repofed their final confidence, to the will of an imperious 
conqueror. 
Revolt of Though England, as well as all other European 
ScotbuxL countries, was, in its antient (late, very ill qualified ftx 
flsaking, and ftill woif^ fpr maintaining conquefts, Scot- 
land was fo much inferior in its internal force, and was fo 
ill fituated for receiving foreign fuccours, that it is no 
wonder an ambitious monarch fhould have cafl his eye 
on fo tempting an acquifition, which brought both fecu- 
rity and greatnefs to his native kingdorau But the in- 
ftruments whom Edward employed to maintain his do- 
minion over the northern kingdom, were not happily 
chofen; and afted not with the rec|uifit« prudence and 
moderation, in reconciling the Scottifh nation to a yoke, 
which they bore with fuch extreme reluSancc. Warenne 
retiring into England, on account of his bad (late of 
heidth, left the adminiftration entirely in the hands of 
Ormefby, who was appointed jufticiary of Scotland, and 
Crefingham, who bore the office ot treafurer ; and a 
very fmall military force remained to fecure the pre- 
carious authority of thefe minifters. The latter had no 
other objed but the amafling money by rapine and in- 
juftice : The former diftinguiftied hinrifelf by the rigour 
and feverity of his temper : And both of them, treating 
the Scots as a conquered people, made them fenhble, too 
early, of the grievous fervitude into which they had fal- 
len. As Edward required, that all the proprietors of 
land ihould fwear fealty to him ; every one, who refu- 
fcdor delayed the giving this teftimony of fubmiffioo, 
was outlawed, and confined, and puniihed without mercy ; 
and the braveft and moft generous fpirits of the nation 
were thus exafperated to the higheft degree againft the 
Engliffi government^. 

There 

^ Walfing. p. 70. Hcming. voi. i. p. 1x8. TnVet, p. 299. 
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There was one William Wallace, of k fitiall f(di*iCHAR 
tune, but defcended of an antient family, in the weft of ^ ^^^ 
Scotland, whofe courage prompted him to undettakg^^^ ^ 
and enabled him finally to execute, the defperate attempt **9^' 
of delivering his native country from the dominioti of 
foreigners. This man, whole valoroi t exploits are the 
obje^ of juft admiration, but have been much exag^ 
gerated by the traditions of his countrymen, had been 
provoked by the infolence of an Englim officer to p«t 
him to death; and finding hirafelf obnoxious on mot 
account to the feverity of the adminiftration, he fled iitto 
the woods, and ofiFered himfeif as a leader to all thofe 
whom their crimes or bad fortune, or avowed hatred of 
the Englifh had reduced to a like neceffity. tk was 
endowed with a gigantic force of body, with heroic 
courage of mind, with difinterefted magnanimity, widi 
an incredible patience and ability to bear hunger, fatigut^ 
and ail the feverities of the feafons ; and he foon ac- 
quired among thofe defperate fiigitives that authority to 
which his virtues fo juitiy intitled hini. B^innine with 
imall attempts^ in which he was always mcceisnil, be 
gradually proceeded to more momentous cnterpriies^ 
and he dtfcovered equal caution in fecuriiig hii fol« 
lowers, and valour in annoying the enemy. By Ms 
knowledge of the country, he was enabled, when purfu* 
ed, to enfure a retreat among the moraflcs or forefts 6r 
mountains ; and again, coUeding his difperfed aflbctotes, 
|)e appeared unexpededly in another quarter, and fUN 

1>rized and routed and put to the fword the unwary En^- 
ifli. Every d^y brought accounts of his great a€fcioni» 
which were received with no lefs favour by his country* 
men, than terror by the enemy : All thofe, wh0 thirmkl 
after military fame, were defirous to partjie of his re- 
nown : His fuccefiful valour feemed to vindieate the na- 
tion from the ignominy into wbich^it had fallen, by its 
tame fubmiiCon to the Engliih : And though no nobh^ 
man of note ventured as yet. to join his party, he had 
gained a general confidence and atuchment. Which birth 
and fortune are not alone able to confer* 

Wallace, having by many fortunate ciit<rf^fkM, 
brought the valour of his followers, to correTpond to his 
own, refolved to ftrike a decifive blow againft the Eng« 
li(h governmem ( and h^ concerted the pUn (Sf tkXtktking 
Qrmefty at Scone, and ^ ukipg venfitacc M UuA^ fita* 



■Digitized 



by Google 



1+8 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

CHAP.tU the violence and tyranny of which he had been 
Xni. guilty. The judiciary , apprized of his i mention , fled 
^*^^r*-'haftily into England: All the other officers of that na- 
: *^8. jjQn imitated his example : Their terror added alacrity 
and courage to the Scots, who betook themfelves to arms 
in every quarter: Many of the principal barons, and 
•among the reft fir William Doudas^, openly counte- 
nanced Wallace's party : Robert Bruce fecretly favoured 
and promoted the fame cauiie ; And the Spots, ihaking 
off their fetters^ prepared themfelves to defend, by an 
. united effort, that liberty which they had fo unexpec* 
tcdly recovered from the hands of their oppreflbrs. 

But Warenne, colleding an army of 40,000 men in 
the north of England, prepared to re-eftabli(h his au- 
thority ; and he endeavoured, by the celerity of his ar- 
. mament, and of his march, to compenfate for his paft 
negligenjcc, which had enabled the Scots to (hake off the 
.Englifli government. He fuddenly entered Annandale, 
<and came up with the enemy at Irvine, before their 
.forces were fully colleQed, and before they had put 
'themfelves in a proper pofture of defence. Many of 
the Scots nobles, alarmed with their dangerous fituation, 
. here fubmitted to the Engliih, renewed their oaths of 
; fealty, promifed to deliver hoftages for their good be- 
haviour, and received a pardon for pad offences^. 
Others who had not yet declared themfelves, fuch as the 
, fteward of Scotland and the earl of Lennox, joined, 
. though with reludance, the Engliih army ; and waited a 
.favourable opportunity of embracing the caufe of their 
.diftreffed cpuntrymen. But Wallace, whofe authority 
over his retainers was more fully confirmed by the ab- 
.fence of the great nobles, perfevered obftinately in his 
.purpofe ; and finding bimfelf unable to give battle to the 
enemy, he marched northwards, with an intention of 
. prolonging the war, and of turning to his advantage the 
. fituation of that mountainous and barren country. When 
.Warenne advanced to Stirling, he found Wallace en- 
camped at Cambufkenneth, on the oppofite banks of the 
Forth; and being continually urged by the impatient 
^Creflingham^ who was aduated both by perfonal and na- 
. . tional 

^ Walfing^p. 7Q. Heming. vol. i. p. u8. ^ Hcming. 
yol.i. p. 121, ua. ., - • ; - . 
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tional animofuies againft the Scots ^, he prepared to at*-CH At- 
tack them in that pofition, w,hich Wallace, no lefs pru- X^^'* 
dent than courageoys, had chofen for his army ^. In ' ^^T*^^ 
fpiteof the remonflrances-of Sir Richard Lundy a Scoif- ''^^ * 
man of birth and family, who fincerely adhered to the 
EngUfti, he ordered his army to pafs a bridge which lay 
t>vcr the . Forth ; but he was foon convinced, by fatal 
•experience, of the error of his condufit. Wallace, al- 
lowing luch numbers of the Englifti to pafs as he thought 
proper, attacked them before they were fully formed, 
put them to rout, puihed part of them into the river, 
where they were drowned, dcftroyed the reft by the edge 
of the fword, and obtained a complete viQory over 
them". Among the flain was Creflingham himfelf, 
whofe memory was fo extremely odious to the Scots, that 
they flea'd his dead body, and made faddles and girtiis of 
his ikin K Warenen, finding the remainder of his arnly 
much difmayed by this misfortune, was obliged again to 
evacuate the kingdom and retire into England. The 
parties of Roxborough and Berwick, ill fortified and 
feebly defended, fell foon after into the hands of the 
&:ots. - 

Wallace, univerfally revered as the dcTiverer of 
his country, now received from the hands of his followers, 
the dignity of regent or guardian under the captive Ba- 
liol ; and finding that the diforderjs of war, as well as the 
unfavourable feafons, had produced a famine in Scotland, 
he urged his army to march into England, to fubfift at 
tlie expence of the enemy, and to revenge all paft in- 
juries, by retaliating on that hoftile nation. The Scots, 
who deemed every thing poiTible under fuch a leader, 
joyfully attended his call ; and Wallace, breaking into 
the northern counties during the winter feafon, laid every 
place wade with fire and f^vord ; and after extending on 
all fides, without oppofition, the fury of his ravages, as 
far as the bifliopricof Durham, he returned loaded with 
fpoils, and crowned witji glory, into his own country ^. 
The diforders, which at that time prevailed in England, 
from the refraSory behaviour of the conftable and maref- 

chal, 

' Hemlng. vol. 1. p. 127. ^ On the nth of Septem- 
ber 1297. " Wahing. p. 73. Heming. vol. i. p. 127, 
128, 129. Trivet, p. 307. * Heming. vol. i. p. 130. 
^ Heming. vol. i. p. 131, 13a, 133. 
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CHAP, chal, made it impoffiblc to collcft an artoy fufficient to 
XIII. refift the enemy, and expofed the nation to this lofs and 

^-^"V"'**-' dishonour. 

1298. But Edward, who received in Flanders intelligence 
of thefe events, and had already concluded a truce with 
France, now haftened oyer into England, in certain hopes, 
by his adivity and valour, not only of wiping off this dif- 
grace, but of recovering that important conqueft of Scot- 
land, which he always regarded as the chief glory and 
advantage of his reign. He appeafed the murmurs of 
his people by conceflions and promifes: He reiloredto 
the citizens of London the eledion of their own magi- 
ftratts, of which they had been bereaved in the latter 
part oi his father's reign : He ordered ftrid enquiry to be 
made concerning the quantities of corn and other goods* 
which had been violently feized before his departure, as 
if he intended to pay the value to the owners ^ : And 
making public profeflions of confirming and obferving; 
the charters, he regained the confidence of the diibon- 
tented nobles. Having by all thefe popular arts rendered 
himfelf entirely mafter of his people, he colleded the 
whole military force of England, Wales, and Ireland ^ 
and marched with an army of near an hundred tboufand 
combatants to the northern frontiers. 

Nothing could have enabled the Scots to refift, but 
for one feafon, fo mighty a power, except an entire 
union among themfelves ; but as they were deprived of 
their king, whofe perfonal qualities, even when he was 
prefent, appeared (b contemptible, and left among his 
fubjeds no principle of attachment to him or 'his family ; 
fadions, jealoufies, and animofities unavoidably arofe 
among the great, and di drafted all their councils^ The 
. elevation of Wallace, though purchafed by fo great me- 
rit, and fuch eminent fervices, was the objed of envy 
to the nobility, who repined to fee a private gentlemaji 
raifed above them by his rank, and flill more by his 
clory and reputation. Wallace himfelf, fenfible of their 
lealoufy, and dreading the ruin of his country from thofe 
intedine difcords, voluntarily refigned his authority, and 
retained only the command over that body of his fol- 
lowers, who, being accuftomcd to viQory under his ftan- 

dard, 

^ Rymcr, vol. ii p. 813. 
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dard, refufed to follow into the field any other leaper. The G H A P, 
chief power devolved on the fteward of Scotland, and XH ^- 
Cummin of Badenoch ; men of eminent birth, under ^""'"^'^^^ 
whom the great chieftains were more willing to ferve in ^*9*- 
defence of their country. The two Scottilh command- 
ers, collefiting their feveral forces from every quarter, 
fixed thjeir Nation at Fall^irk, and propofed there to 
abide the afla.ult of the Englifc. Wallace was at the 
head of a third bcdy, which aded under his command. 
The Scots army placed their pikemen along their front: 
Interlined the intervals between the three bodies with 
archers : And dreading the great fuperiority of the Eng- 
liih in cavalry, endeavoured to fecurc their front by pa-^ 
lifadoes, tied together with rq>es ^. In this difpofition, 
they expeded the approach of the enemy. 

The, king, when he arrived in fight of the Scots, aid Jnfy. 
was pleafed with the profpe^ of being able, by one de- Battle of 
cifive ftroke, to determine the fortune of the war ; andFalkuk. 
dividing his army alfo into three bodies, he led them to 
the attack. The Englifii archers, who began about this 
time to furpafs thofe of other nations, firft chaced the 
Scottifh bowmen off the field ; and then pouring in their 
arrows among the pikemen, who were cooped up within 
their intrenchments, began to throw them into diforder, 
and rendered the aflault of the EngUfh pikemen and 
cavalry more eafy and fuccefsful. The whole Scottifli 
army was broke, and chaced off the field with ^eat 
ilaughter ; which the hiflorians^ attending more to the 
exaggerated relations of the populace, than to the proba- 
bility of things, make amount to fifty or fixty thoufand 
men ^'. It is only certain, that the Scots never fuffered a 
greater lofs in any action, nor one which feemed td 
threaten more inevitable ruin to their country* 

In this general rout of the army, Wallace's military 
Ikill and prefence of mind enabled him to keep his troops 
entire; and retiring behind the Carron, he marched 
leifurely along the banks of that fmall river, which pro- 
tcStcd him from the enemy. Young Bruce, who had 
already given many proofs of his afpiring genius, but 

who 

M Walfing. p. 75. Heming. vol. i. p. 163. ^ Walfiog. 
p. 76. T. Wykes, p. 126. Heming. vol. i. p. 163. 164, 
165. Trivet, p. 313, fiiys only 2o,oeo. M. Weft, p 431, 
iays 40,000. 
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CHAP, who fcrved hitherto in the Englifh army, appeared on 
XIII. the oppofite banks ; and diftinguiftiing the Scottifh chief- 

^"""'^^^ ^a'n» «s well by his majeftic port, as by the intrepid ac- 
'*9*«* tivity of his behaviour, called out to him, and deHred a 
Ihort conference. He here reprefented to Wallace the 
iruitlefs and ruinous enterprize in which he was engaged ; 
and endeavoured to perfuade him to bend at faft his in- 
flexible fpirit to fubmifTion under fuperior power and fu« 
perior fortune : He infifted on the unequal conteft be- 
tween a weak (late, deprived of its head and agitated by 
inteftine difcord, and a mighty nation, conduced by the 
ableft and mod martial monarch of the age, and p.of« 
fetfed of every refource either for drawing out the war, 
or for pufliing it with vigour and aSivity : If the Ipve 
of hb country was his motive for perfeverance, his ob- 
ftjnacy tended only to prolong her mifery ; if he carried 
his views to private grandeur and ambition, he might re- 
fleft, that, even if Edward (hould withdraw his armies, 
it appeared from pad experience, that fo many haugh- 
ty nobles, proud of the pre-eminence of their famihes, 
would never fuBmit to perfonal merit, whofe fupericn-ity 
they^ were lefs inclined to regard as an objed of admira* 
tion, than as a reproach and injury to themfelvcs. To 
thefe exhortations Wallace replied, that if he had hither- 
to afted alone, as the champion of hit native country; 
it was fohely becaufe no fecond or competitor, or what he 
rather wi(hed, no leader had as yet appeared to place 
himfelf in that honourable ftation : That the blame lay 
entirely on the nobility, and chiefly on Bruce himfelf, 
who uniting perfonal merit to dignity of family, had 
deferted the poft, which both nature and fortune, by 
fuch powerful calls, invited him to affume: That the 
Scots, poifefled of fufh a head, would, by their unani- 
mity and concord, have furmounted the chief difficulty 
under which they now laboured, and might hope, nor- 
withftanding their prefent loffes, to oppofc fuccefsfully 
all the abilities and power of Edward : That heaven ir- 
felf could not fet a more glorious prize before the eyes 
cither of virtue or ambition, than to conjoin in one ob- 
jeS, the acquifition of royalty with the defence of nation- 
al independence: And that as the intereftsof hiscountry^ 
no more than thofe of a brave man, could never be fm- 
cerely cultivated by a facrifice of liberty, he himf(plf was 
determined, as far as poffible, to prolong, not hq* nriifery, 

but 
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but ]her~freedom> and was defirous, that his own life^ as C H A P. 
well as the exigence of the nation^ might terminate, X^I. 
when they could no longer be preferved but by receiving ^"— "v**-* 
the chains of a haughty viftor. The gallantry of thefe fen* **98- 
timentSy though delivered by an armed enemy, ftruck 
the generous mind of Bruce : The flame was conveyed 
from the breaft of one hero to that of another : He re- 
pented of his engagements with Edward ; and opening 
J^is eyes to the honourable path, pointed out to him* by 
Wallace, fecretly determined to feiie the firft opportu- 
nity of embracing the caufe, however defperate, of his 
oppreffed country ®. 

Th£ fubjedion of Scotland, notwithftanding this great 
viSory of Edward, was not yet entirely completed. The >*99. 
Ecglifli army, after reducing all the fouthern provinces, 
was obliged to retire for want of proviiions ; and left the 
northern counties in the hand of the natives. The Scots, 
no leis enraged with their prefent defeat, than elevated 
by then: paft vtdories, ftill maintained the conteft for 
liberty; but being fully fenfibly of the great inferiority of 
their forces, they endeavoured, by application to foreign 
courts, to procure themfclves fomts affiftance. The fup- 
pUcations of the Scottifli minifters were rejeSed by Phi- 
lip ; but were more fuccefsful with the court of Rome; 
Boniface, pleafed with an occadon of exerting his au- '3<^' 
thority, wrote a letter to Edward, exhorting^ him to^^^J*^^ 
put aftop to the oppreffionsof Scotland, and' difplay- ^g*^"* "*^ 
iDg all the proofs, fiidi as they had probably been fiir- * 
Biflied him by the Scots themfelves, for the anttent in- 
dependence of that kii^dom ^. Among other arguments,; ^ 
hinted at above, he mentioned the treaty conduced and ' 
fiflifhed by Edward iiimfelf for the marriage of his fon 
with the heirefs of Scodand; a treaty which would have 
been abfurd had he been fuperior lord of the kingdom, 
and had poflefTed by the feudal law the right of difpo- 
iii^ of lus ward in marriage. He mentioned feveral 

other 



^ This ftoiy is told by all the Scots vnriters ; though it muft 
be owned that Trhret and Hemmgford, authors of good credit, 
both agree that Bnice was not in Edwvd's army. 

» Rjmer, vol, ii. 844. >yaHbg. p. 78, 80. Hcming. 
vol. i. p. ijt. Trivet, p. 318. M Weft. p. 435. 
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CHAP, other ftrikttig faSs, which fell within the compafs of 
Xlll. Edward's own knowledge; particularly, that Alexander, 
*-^/-^^ when he did homage to the king, openly and exprefsly 

1300. declared in his prefence, that he fworc fealty not for his 
crown, but for the lands which he held in England r 
And the pope's letter might have pafled for a reafonable 
one, had he not fubjoined his own claim to be liege lord 
of Scotland ; a right, which had not once been heard of, 
but which, with a fingidar confidence, he aiTerted to be 
full, entire, and derived from the moil remote antiquity. 
The affirmative ftyle, which had been fo fucccfsful 
with him and his predeceflbrs in fpiritual contefis, was 
never before abufed after fo egregious a manner in any 
ckvil cobtroverfy. 

1301. The reply, which Edward wrote to Boniface's let- 
ter, contains particulars, no lefs Angular and remarka* 
ble*^ He there proves the fuperiority of England by 
biftorical fads, deduced from Brutus, the Trojan, who, 
he faid, firA founded the Britifh monarchy in the age of 
Eli and Samuel : He fupports his pofition by all the 
tveuts which paflfed in the ifiand before the arrival of the 
Romans : And after laying great Arck on the extenfive 
dcMninioa and heroic vidories of king Arthur, he vouch- 
£dR» at tail to dcfcend to the times of Edward the elder^ 
with which> in his fpeech to the flatea of Scotland, he 
lad db/ofen to begin hts claim of fuperiority. He aOerts 
it to be a fad, nttrimis and cmfarnud hy the ncords «/* 
Miiqvii^f, that the Englifh monarcbs had often conferred 
the kingdcin of Scotland on their own fubjeds; had de* 
throned thefe vaffal kings when unfaithful to them ; and 
bad fttbftitmcd others in their place. He difplays with 
great pomp the fall and complete homage which WiQiam 
had <kne to Henry U. without mentioning the formal 
abolMoit of that extorted deed by king Ricbardt ^d the 

.^enunciation of all future chums of the (kme future. 
Yet thb p^er he begins with a fiolemn appeal to die 
Ahuighty, the fearcher of hearts, for his own firm per- 
fuafion of the juftice of his claim ; and no lefs than an 
hundred and four barons afTembled in parliament at Lin* 
€dn> oimair^ in niciaatoii^ befoe the pop^ under 

their 

^Rymei^ vol.. iL p. 865» Wdfinr. p. 81. Reming. 
vol. i. p. 177. Trivet, p. 3^0. - M. Wcfr. p. ^j^ Ry)cy» 
p. 596. 



Digitized 



by Google 



EDWARD I. 255. 

their feals, the validity of thefe pretenfions ^ At thcCHAP. 
fame time, however, they take care to inform Boni- XIJI. 
face, that^ tho' they had juftified their caufe before him, ^^"'"^^''"*^^ 
they did not receive him for their judge : The crown of '3^** 
England waafrec and fovereign : They had fworn to main- 
tain all its royal prerogatives, and would never permit the 
king himfelf, were he willing, to relinquifli its inde- 
pendency. 

That negleft, almoft total, of truth and juflice, 1302. 
which fovereign ftates difcover in their tranfaftions with 
each other, is an evil inveterate in the world ; is one great 
fource of the mifery to which the human race is conti- 
nually expofed ; and it may be doubted, whether in many 
infiances it is found in the end to contribute to the inter- 
cfts of thofie princes themfelves, who thus facrifice their 
integrity to their politics. As few monarchs have /ain 
under ftronger temptations to violate the principles of 
equity, than Edward in his tranfadions with Scotland ; 
fo never were they violated with lefs fcruple and re- 
fcrve : Yet his advantages were hitherto precarious and 
vncertaJn ; and the Scots, once roufed to arms and enured 
to war, began to appear a formidable enemy, even to 
this military and ambitious prince. They chofe JohnScojdand 
Cummin for their regent ; and not content with maintain- again w- 
ing their independence in the northern parts, they made^^^ 
incurfions into the fouthern counties, which EdWard im* 
agined he had totally fubdued. John de Segrave, whonai 
be had left guardian of Scotland, led an army to fppofe 
them; and lying at Roflin near Edinburgh, fent out his 130 J* 
forces in three divifions, to provide themfelves in forage H^ ^^^ 
and fubfiftance from the neighbourhood. One party wa$ 
faddenly attacked by the re^ei^t and Sir Simon Frafer; 
and being unprepared, were immediately routed and pur- 
fiiedwith great flaughter. The few that cfcaped, dy- 
ing to the fecond divifion, gave warning of the approach 
. of the enemy: The foldicrs ran to their colours: And 
were immediately led out to take revenge for the death 
of their countrymen. The Scots, elated with the ad- 
vantage already obtained, made a vigorous impreilion 
jupontbem: The EngUih^ animated with the thirft of 

veiv- 

^ ^ Rymer, voL ii. p. 873. Walfing. p. 85. Heming. voL 
j. p. 186. Tdwt, p. 330. M. Wcft.p. 44y 
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C H A P. vengeance, maintained a ftout refiftance: The viflory 
XIII. was long undecided between thenni^ but at laft declared 
^^— V— ^^ itfelf entirely in favour of the former, who broke the 
ijoi' Englifh, and chaced them to the third divifion, now ad- 
vancing with a hafty march to fupport their diftrefled 
companions. Many of the Scots had fallen in the firft 
two anions ; mod of them were wounded ; and all of 
them extremely fatigued by the long continuance of the 
combat : Yet were they fo tranfpcrted with fuccefs and 
military rage, that, having fuddenly recovered their or- 
der and arming the followers of their camp with the fpoits 
of the flaughtered enemy, they drove with fury upon the 
ranks of the difmayed Engliih. The favourable mo- 
ment decided the battle ; which the Scots, had they met 
with a fteady refiftance, were not long able to maintain : 
The Englifh were chaced off the field : Three viSories 
were thus gained in one day ^ : And the renown of thefe 
great exploits, feconded by the favourable difpofitions of 
©f the people, foon made the regent mafter of all the 
fortrefTes in the fouth ; and it became necefTary for Ekl- 
ward'^to begin anew the conqueft of the kingdom. 

The king prepared himlelf for this enterprize with 
his ufual vigour and ability. He afTembled both a great 
fleet and a great army ; and entering the frontiers of 
Scotland, appeared with a force, which the enemy could 
not think of refifting in the open field; The Englifh 
navy which failed along the coafl, fecured the army from 
any danger of famine: Edward's vigilance preferved them 
from furprizes : And by this prudent difpofition they 
marched viftorioufly from one extremity of the kingdom 
' to the other, ravaging the open country, taking in all 
the caflles*^, and receiving the fubmifTions of all the no- 
bility, even thofe of Cummin the regent. The mofl 
obftinate refiflance was made by the caftle of Brechin, 
defended by Sir Thomas Maule>..and the place opeaed 
not its gates, till the death of the governor, by difcou- 
raging the garrifon, obliged them to fubmit to the fate. 
Is agajtv which had overwhelmed the refl of the kingdom. Wal- 
fubducd. lace, tho' he attended the Englifh army in their march, 
found but few opportunities of fignalizing that valour, 
which had formerly made him fo terrible to his ene* 
mics. 

_ / . , Edw.akd, 

^ Heming. vol i. p. 197 ' "^ Ibid. p. aoj. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



EDWARD i. ^y^ 

Edward^ harving compleated "his conqueft, which C HA P. 
employed him during the ijp^ce of near two years, now XjttL' 
underteok the itiore difficuh work, of fettling the country, ^'^^^'"vr*^ 
■of eflftUtSiing a new form of government, and of mak;- '3^4- 
ing his acqoMition durable to the crown of England. H^ 
-fccms to have carried matters to extremity againfl: the 
tuitives : He abrogated all the Scottilh laws and cuftoms " : 
He endeavoured to fubftitute the Englifli in their place : 
He entirely razed or deftroyed all the monuments of an- 
tiquity : Such records or hiftoriei as had efcaped his for- 
mer (earch were now burnt or difperfed : And he haftened, 
by too precipitate fteps, to aboliih entirely the Scottilh 
name, and to fink it finally in the Englifli. 

Edward, howcveri ftill deemed his* favourite con- 130S' 
<(ueft expofed to fome danger, fo long as Wallace was 
«live; and being prompted both by revenge and policj^ 
-he employed every art to difcover his retreat, and become 
matter of his peribn. At laft, that hardy warrior, whp 
was determined, amidft the univerfal flavery of his coun- 
trymen, ftill to maintain his independence, was betrayed 
into Edward's hands by Sir John Monteiih, his friend, 
*whom he had made acquainted with the place of hia 
concealment. The king, whofe natural bravery and en- 
terprise ihouid have induced him to reipca like qualities 
4n ati enemy, enraged at " f(t)me violences committed by 
Wallace during the fury of war^, relblved to overawe 
fhe Scots by an example of fevcrity ; and he ordered 
Wallace to be carried up in chains to London ; to be 
tried as a rebel and traitor, tho' he never had made fub-ajd Au- 
mifli^ns nor fwom fealty to England ; and to be exe-guft. 
cuted on Tower-hill*. Thi^ was the unworthy fate of a 
herti, who, thro' a courie of many years^ had, with fig- 
iMil condti£i, intrepiditjr and pcHeverancej defended a- 
gainft a public and oppreflive enemy, the liberties of his 
tiative country. 

But ihe barbarous policy of Edward faikd..6f the 

ptirpofe to which it was direfied, The Scots, alr^dy 

difgufted with the great innovations introduced by the 

. Iword of a conqueror into their laws and government. 

Vol. II. S ^«r« 

« *^ylef, p.<o6, ^ Walfine. p. 84. Httnj^f . "i^rt. i 
p'. 126. * ' v.^alfu^g. p. go. Tiivel, p. 340, lAmmmAf 

. P- 36- - • 



Digitized 



by Google 



as8 HISTORY or ENGLAND. 

C HA P. were farther enraged at the injuftice and cruehy eter- 
Xm. cifed upon Wallace ; and all the envy, y^ach, doring^ 

^■•■V"*->his life-time^ had attended that gallant chieftain, being 
'3^5- now buried in his grave, he was univerfally regarded as 
the champion of Scotland, and the patron of her expir- 
ing independence. The people, in6anied with reCcnt- 
ment, were every where difpofed to rife againft the Eng- 
lifh government ; and it was not long ere a new and more 
fortunate leader prefented himfelf, who conduced thenr> 
to liberty, to viQory, and to vengeance, 
1306. Robert Bruce, the fon^ of that Robert, who 
had been one of the competitors for the crown, had fuc* 
ceeded, by his father's death, to all his pret^nfions, and 
the death of Jphn Baliol, which happened nearly about 
the fame time in France, together with the captivity of 
Edward, the eldeft fon of that prince, feeraed to open a 
full career to the genius and ambition of this young no- 
bleman. He faw, that the Scots, when thp right to their 
crown had expired in the males of their antient royai 
family, had been divided into parties nearly equal ber 
twcen the houfes of Bruce and Baliol ; and that every in- 
cident, which had fmce happened, had tended to wean 
them from any attachment, to the latter. The (lender 
capacity of John had proved unable tp defend them a- 
galnft their enemies : He had meanly refigned his crown 
into the hands of the conc^ueroi^:^ He had, before his de- 
livery from captivity, re-iterated that refignation in a 
manner feemingly voluntary ; and had in that ad thrown 
out many refledions extremely difhonourable 'to his an- 
tient fubje&s, w^om he publicly called traitors, ruiSanSt 
and rebels, and with whom, he declared, he was deter- 
mined to maintain no farther correfpondence * : He had, 
during the time of his exile, adhered flrially to that re- 
folution, and his fon, being a prifoner, feemed ill qua- 
lified to revive the rights, now fully abandoned, of his 
family. Bruce therefore hoped, that the Scots, fo long 
expoied, from the want of a leader, to the oppreffions of 
their enemies, would unanimouily fly to his ftandard, 

. and 

^ Hemingford, vol. i. p. ai8. caUs him the grandfcn of Ro- 
bert; and isveiy particular in the account of the times Jn 
Vfikh hk father and grandfatker died. Hemifigf<»rd is one of 
the h^)rians of that age. 
^ Brady's hift. vol. ii. App, No. 37. 
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and would feat him on the vacant throne, to which faeCHAF. 
brought fuch plaufible pretenfions. His afpiring fpirit^ Xm. 
inflamed by the fervor of youth, and buoyed up ty his^"^^^*^'*^ 
natural courage, faw the glory alone of the enterprbte, *396« 
or regarded the prodigious diflSculties, which attended it, 
as the fource only of farther glory. The miferies and op-* 
preffions, which he had beheld his countrymen fuflFer in 
their unequal conteft v the repeated defeats and misfor-^ 
tunes, which they h^d undergone, proved to him fo many^ 
incentives to bring them relief, and condu3^ them to re- 
venge againft the haughty viQors. The circumftances^ 
which attended Bruce's firft declaration, are varioufly re-» 
lated; but we ihaU rather follow the account given by the 
Scots hiftorians; not that their authority is ip general 
any wife to be compared to that of the £ngli(h ; but be*^ 
caufe they may be fuppofed fometimes better informed 
concerning fads^ which fo nearly intericfted their own <, 

nation. 

Bruce, who had long harboured in his breaft the de* 
lign of freeing his cnflaved country, ventured at laft to 
open his> mind to John Cummin, a powerful nobleman, 
with whom he lived in ftrid intimacy. He found in his 
friend all the appearance of his own fentiments ; and 
needed to eniploy no arts of perfuaiion to make him em- 
brace the refolution of throwing oflF, on the firft favour- 
able opportunity, the ufurped dominion of the EngUlh. 
But on the departure of Bruce, who attended Edward to . 
London, Cummin, who either had diflembled all along 
with him, or began to refljeS more coolly in his abfence 
on the defperate nature of the undertsJ^ing, refolved t^ 
atone for his crime of affenting to this rebellion, by the 
merit of revealing the fecret to the kin^ of England. £d-« 
ward did not immediately commit Bruce to cuftpdy ; 
becaufe he.propofed, at the fame tinle, to feize his three 
brothers, who refided in Scotland; and he contented 
bimfelf with fecretly fetting fpies upon hiip, and prder«i 
ing all his motions to be ftridly^ guarded. A nobleman 
of Edward's court, Bruce's intimate friend, was apprized 
of his danger ; but not daring, amidfl fo m^ny watchhil 
eyes, to hold any converfation with him, he fell on ai( 
expedient to give him warning, that [it wa$ full time he 
fhould make his efcape. tie fent him by a fervant^ a 
pair of gikfpun and.^purfe of gold, which he pretend* 
ed to have borrowed fracn hjm ; and Icf^ i| to ^e^an 

S a city 
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C H A'P. atf of his friend to difcover the meaning of the prcfenf. 
yP' Pnioe immediatel]^ comrived the means of hb efcaj>c ; 

?^^^^ and ai the ground was at that time covered with fnow^ 
^3^* be had the precaution^ it is faid, to order his horfes to 
be flu>d with their (hoes turned backwards, that he might 
debeive thofe, wfao (hottid tr^k his path over open fields 
or crofs roads, thro' which he purpofed to travel. He 
arrived in a few days at Dumfries in Annandale the 
chief febt of his family intereft ; and he happily found 
a great number of tbie Scottish nobility there aifembled, 
aiki among the reft, John Ctimmia, his former aflTo* 
eiate. 

lolhFeb. The noMemen w«re afteniAied at the appearance of 
Bnace in tb^ir comj>any ; and ftill more when he dif- 
cotened to them the bbj^ft of his pumey^ He toM them, 
ttiat he wJ» come to li^or die with them in defence of 
the liberties of hie coXH^^, and hoped» with their af- 
fiftance, to redeem the Scottifh name from all the indig- 
nities, which it had fo long fiffered from the tyranny of 
fheir in^perious mafters: That the Sacrifice of the 
rights of his family was Ac firft injury whidi had pre- 
iMilred the way for theiir enfoing 3aveiy ; and by pefum- 
ing them, whiclh - was Ihk firm purpofe, he opened to 
them the joyful profj>ea: of recovering from the fraudiL- 
tent trfurper theif antiem and hereditary independence : 
That ail their f aft misfortunes had proceeded from their 
difunion ; and ^ey would foon appear no ids fcrmidable 
^an of ofd to their enemies, if they now deigned to 
fellow into the field their rightful prince, who knew no 
tnedmm between death atid vidory : That their moun- 
taihs and ^ir valour, which had, during fo many figes, 
proteded ^leir libetty from all the efforts of the Roman 
tmphe, woutd ftill be fulficient, were they worthy of 
Ateir generous anceft^rs, «o defi^ them againft the at- 
moft violence of the Englifli tyrants Ttiat it wasunbe- 
cbmti^ men, bom l)0,<the moft amient independence, 
known in Europe, to fcbmittothe wiH of any iliafters ; 
butfiatal to I'ecciv^ thofe, who, bei*ig wwtatcd by fiicii 
^>eHiBvering oppofition, and c^taed mith the faighelir 
Mtiimofity. wotrid ndver deem themieives feoore of their 
l^rped ^omtnioh btit by exterminating aU liie antient 
iiplMity, ai)d/eveh all the antient inhabitants: And that^ 
bbihg reduced to'this d^fp^'ato eixlreroity, it were better 
for «em M (ttei^ta ftri&i like ^im moo, wob «ketr 
\' . - fwords 
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fit^ords in their hiinds, than to dr^cl lofjg> anef ^laft'CMA]?. 
undergo, the fate of the unfortiihale Walkice, whole 5^- 
merits, in the brave and obftinate defence of his country,^ '7^*^7^ 
were finally rewarded by the hands of an Englilh exe- '3*^* 
cutioner. 

The fpirit with which this difcourfe was ddiver-. .. 
ed, the bold fentinrents whieh it conveyed^ the novrfty 
of Bf uce's declaration, aiTifted by the graces of his youth 
and masiy deportment, made deep impreiTion otr "the 
minds of his audience, and rouxed all thofe principks 
of indignation and revenge, with which they had long 
been fecretly 'aSuated. The Scottifh nobles declared 
thjeir unanimous refolution to ufe the utmoft efforts in 
delivering their country from bondage, and to feoond 
the courage of Bruce, in aflferting his and their un- 
doubted rights, againft their common opprefTors. Cum- 
min alone, who had fecretly taken his meafures with the 
king, oppofed this general determination j and by repre- 
• fcnting the great power of England, governed by a 
prince of fuch uncommon vigour and abilities, he endea- 
voured to Jet before them the certain definition, w^ich 
they muft apprehend, if they again violated their oaths 
of fealty, and fhook off their allegiance to the viftorl- 
6U8 Edward ^. Bruce, already apprized of his treachery, 
and forefeeiflg ttee certain failure of his owii fchemes 6i 
ambition and glory from the oppofition of fo fbtent k 
leader^ took immediately his refolution; and moved 
^partly by refentment, partly/- by policy, followed Cum- 
min on the diflbiution of the affembly, attacked him in 
the cloyfters of the Grey Friars thro' which he pafled, 
and running him thro' the body, left him for dead. 
Sir Thomas Kitkpatric, one of Bruce's friends, afiting 
him foon after, if the traitor was (lain ; / biikvefg^ re- 
plied Bruce, And is that a matter, cfied Kirkpatric, h 
be left to c^nje^ure ? I willfecute him. Upon which he 
drew his dagger, ran to Cummin, and ftabbed him to 
the heart. This deed of Bruce and his alTociates, which 
contains circumftances, juftly condemned by our prefent 
manners, was regarded in that age as an effort of manly 
vigour and juft policy. The family of Kirkpatric took 
for the crcft of their arms, which they ftill wear, a 
hand with a bloody dagger : And chofe for their motto 

thefc^ 

* M. Weft. p. 453. 
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€H AP.thefo words, I'Ufiltffcureffim^ the qxpr^ffion employed 
XIH. by their anceftor, when he executed that violent ac- 
■- ^■■>^[7*' tion. 

TwU '^^^ murder of Cummin affixed the feal to the con- 

^™° J*" (piracy of the Scottifti nobles: They had now no re- 
S^tUnd '^"^^^^ft ^^^ to (hake off the yoke of England, or to 
^^^**^* periOi in the attempt : The genius of the nation rouzed 
itfelf from its prefcnt dejeftion : And Bruce, flying to 
4i^ercnt quarters, excited his partisans to ^ms, attacked 
with fuccefs the difperfed bodies of the ^nglifh, got pof- 
fefiion of many of the caftles, and having made his au- 
thority be acknowledged in moft parts of the kingdom, 
was lolemnly crowned and inaugurated in the abbey of 
Scone by the bifliop of St. Andrews, who had zealoufly 
.^mSraced his caufe. The Englifh were ^ain chaced out 
of the kingdom, except fuch as took Shelter in the (Irong 
fortreffes that remained in their hands; ^nd Edward 
found, that the Scots, twice conquered in his reign, and 
often defeated, muft yet be anew fubdued. Not difcou- 
raged withthefeunexpefted difficulties, he'fent Aymerde 
VaJencc with a confiderable force into Scotland to check 
the p^CM^refe of the infurgents; and that general, falling 
vnexpeaedly upon Bruce at Mathven in Pertftiire, threw 
his army into fuch diforder, as ended in a total defeat ^ 
Bruce fought with the moft heroic courage, was thrice 
difmpunted from his horfe in the a3ion, and as often re- 
covered himfclf ; but was at laft obliged to yield to fu- 
^ perior fortune, and take (belter with a few followers in 
the Wcilern ifles. Tjje earl of Athole, Sir Simon Frafer, 
and Sir Chriftopher Seton, who had been taken prifoners, 
wf^r^ ordered by Edward to be executed as rebels and 
1^07. traitors *, Many other aSsof rigour were exercifed by 
him; and that prince, vowin^reveiigeagainft the whole 
ScottiOi pation, whom he deemed incorrigible in their 
averfion to his government, affembled a great army, 
and was preparing to enter the frontiers, fecure of fuc- 
ccfs, and determined to make the defencelefs Scots tjic 
Death, viSijns of his feverity : When he unexpeSedly fickened 
7th July, and died near Carlifle ; enjoining with his laft breath his 
fpn and fucceffor to profecute the enter prize, and never 
to deiift till he had finally fubd^ied the kingdom of Scot- 
land. 

^ Walfing. p. 91. Heming. vol. ir p. 222, 223. Trivet, 
P- 344' * Hcininj. vdl. i. p. ^^y M. Weft. p. 456. 
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land. He expired in the (ixty-ninth year of his age, and C H A P; 
the thirty-^fifth of his reign, hated by his neighbours, but XIII. 
extremely refpefted and revered by his own fubjeSs. >■ "^v**^-^ 

The entefprizes (iniihed by this prince^ and the pro* '3^7* 
jeSs which he formed and brought very near to a con-^^^^^** 
dufion, were more prudent, more regularly conduced, ^^y 
and more advantageous to the folid intercfls of his king- ^^™S' 
dom than thofe which were undertaken in any reign either 
of his anceftors or his fucceffors. He reilored authority 
to the government, difordered by the wc;iknefs of his fa- 
ther ; he maintained the laws againft all the efforts of his 
turbulent barons ; he fiiUy annexed to his crown the 
principality of Wales ; he took the wifeft and moft ef- 
feSual meafures for reducing Scotland to a like condition j 
and tho' the equity of this latter enterprise may reafon- 
ably be queftioned, the circunfiftances of the two king- 
donis promifed fuch certain fuccefs, and the advantages 
was fo vifible of uniting the whole ifland under one head, 
that thofe who give great indulgence to rcalbns of ftate in 
the meafures o£ princes, will not be apt to regard this part 
of hisconduft with much feverity. But Edward, how- 
ever exceptionaUe^his chai^after may appear on the head 
of juftice, is the model of a politic and warlike king : 
He poffeffed induftry, penetration, -courage, vigour, and 
cnterorize : He was frugal in all expcnces that were not . 
neceflary ; he knew how to open the public treafures on a 
proper occafibn ; he puniflied criminals with feverity; he 
was gracious and affable to his fervants and courtiers ; andi 
bein^ of a majeftic figure, expert at all bodily exercife^^ ^ 
and m the main well proportioned in his limbs, notwith- 
ftanding the great length, and the fmallnefs of his legs, 
he was at well qualified to captivate the populace ^y his 
exterior appearance, as to gain the approbation of men, of 
fenfc by his mofc folid virtues. - : \ 

But the chief advantage^ which the 4>eopljei of Eag^MifccUa- 
land reaped, and dill continue to reap, from the reign of neous 
this great prince, was the correSton, extenfioij, amend- tranfac- 
ment, and eftabliihment of the .laws, which EdWard ^o'^s of 
maintained in great vigour, and left much imrproved to^*'*^J5"* 
pofterity : For the work of wife legiflators comnionly I'e- 
mains ; while the acquifitions of conquerors often periih 
with them. This merit has juftly gained to Edward the 
appellation of the Englifli Juftinian. Not only the nu- 
jnerous fiatut^, pafled in hi^ reigOj touch the chief 

points 
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C^AP.ppints of jurilprudence^ and,, ^iccording to fir Edu'ard 
■ XM Ccifcc ^f truly deferve the nanpe bfeflabliftments, becaufe 

'they were more conftant, fta)iding, and durable la wS 
than aiiy ma;de fmce ; but the regular order of his admi- 
piftrttion ga^e an opportunity to the conunOH law to re- 
Bwchftlfi and brought the judges to a certainty in their- 

. rktetniniations, and the lawyers to a precifion in their 
jdbkdfrrg^. : Sir Mathew Hale' Kas remarked the fuddea 
impravcmem of Engtilh law during this reign ; and vei>- 
tttfes to affert, that, till his own timen it had never re- 
ceived any confulerable cncreafe ^. Edward fettled the 
jurti'cfi^ion of the feveral courts; firft eftablifhed the of- 
fice of juftice of peace; abrtiiin^d from the praSice 
too comtnon before him, of interruptirig juftice by 
mandactes from the privy council^;, reprefled robbei-ies 
and diforderB ^ ; encouraged trade by giving, merchants aiv 
eafy way of recovering their debts ^; and. in fhort^ in- 
trodoccd anew face of things by the vigour and wifdojn. 
of his government. As law began now to be well eila-* 
blifhed, the abufe of that happinefs began alio to be re- 
marked. Inilead of iheir former aflbciaf^ona for robbery 
and Yidencej men entered int& formal combinations to^ 
ftipport each other in law- fuiis ; and it was fptund recjui-, 
J|t^ to check this grievance by zB. of parliament". 

There happened it^ this rcign acorifiderable alteratioi^ 
ift the execution of the laws : The king aboiifhed the of- 
fice of chief jufticiary, which he thought poffeffed too, 
much power, and was dangerous to the crown ' : He com* 
pfcatcn the dlvifton of tlie court of exchicquer into- fouR 
diftinft courts J which managed^ each^ its feyeral branchy 

without 

. ^ Ififtitiftfe. p. I j6. ^ ttiffoiy of the JEn^ili l^w, p. 1 5^8, 

^ Articuli fupcr Cart, cap, 6. Edward ena'dted'a law to this 
pirpoiej butit isiverfdod^tfiil, whether |ie ever pbferVed it. 
We are furc that fcarce anjr of bis fttceeflbrs did. The multi- 
tiMeof thcfc letters of prateflitTn were a grcirad of complaint 
hy the cororaoas m 5 Edw. II, > Sse R^ey, p.* $'25. This 
'praflice is decliy^d ilkgal by the 9srtW« o^Northamplbn pa^d 
m the fecond of Edward III. but Ml oontiuiaadi, .hfemanyothct 
abufes. There are inftances of it fi> I^te^s jibe fdj^-of queen 
Elizabeth , , , • ^jj. .' . 

^ Statue of Winton, , , ^ ,.^ . '^ Statute, of 'A^ • BtmneL 
^ 9knite bf cbnfpjraicufl! ' ^ Spelean. G\o)L qi, vprbo jujH^ 
ihtHm, ' 'eilbenVHift. of lU E\(fhequcr/j>/ 8. " ' " 
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\9Hth01ft dcp&6iiftnc€hn any one mtgyVratt; a«d as ^ftCHAF-. 

iawycrs iiwented a method, by means of tbeir fittions, XIIL 
to carry bvfifidk frem one court to smother, the feveral ~v~^-^ 
courts bcctine citvak aad checks to each other ^ a circum* '3^ 
ftance which temjed mucl^ to improve the priiQice ©f the 
Ui^ in Eo{^and. 

Bu T thd' EdwaFd appeared tfetB, thrc/ his whole reign, 
a friend tokiir and^juftk^^ it cannot be faid, that be waof 
W en^ny toarbstrairy powe^ ; ami tn a government more' 
nebular and bgsd than was that of England in hm age, ^cfaf 
pradiccsas thofewktchmay be remarked in hk acknifii-' 
ftration, would kn^e gWen fufSdenft ground of x^omplaint, 
and fbflaetiiMS were even in his age the objeA of generM^ 
difpleafure. The -violent plunder and banifliitient of the 
^ws ; tim picttifig the wiieie clergy, at once, 01^ of the 
^obe&ion of iaw^ the feiung ail the wool and leather of 
the k'lBgdotn^ the heighteniing the ifrnpofition^ on the 46f** 
poet valuable <KBnfiiodity ; the new* and ftfegal c^mmiiliofr 
of Tiaiibafiait ^ the taking aft the nioney and {^)ale of 
iiionafteriei.attd chiache», even b^fcsre he had a^*y<je^fpel 
with the cte-gy j the fiAyjc&$T^ every ma» poffefied of 
twenty popnds^ii year to military fervice, fho^ n^t txDonrf 
15D it by \mixsKihc \- has viiible rekuSance to co»fii»m the 
great charter, as if that conc^ffion had no v^didity from! 
the deeds of his predeceffors ; the captious claufe whichr 
he ^ laft annexed to his confirnlation ; his procuring, 
a^ tMy thiet pope's difpenfs^ioa from the oaths which he 
had taken tq obferve that chayta^ ^ a^d Ms levying of ar<- 
bitrary taWiagesi even after the ftatute, or rather charter, 
by which he: had reaiounced that praw)gative ; tbefe are fo 
many detnonilratiofis of hi» at^bilrary difpo(ttk>n, and 
prove with wiiat exc«p«ton' and referve we ought to cele- 
brate )m love of Joftice, He took cafe that Ws* fubjeS* 
fhould do jwftice to one another ; but he defired altvi^ to^ 
have his o¥r» hands free in alVhis tranfaSiofls, bo<h widt 
them and with his nrighbonrs. 

Tbi: chief obflradion x^ the i-e^ecwtion of juftice in 
thofe times was thei power of the great barons; and Ed- 
ward was perfe&ly quah&td, by his chsraaer and abilities, 
tQiceepthefe tyranfts^ii) awe, and to rcftrain their iHcgaf 
praaiees* This feiurary purpcfe wt»s a^ecordingly the 
preat objeQ of his attention ; yet he was imprudently led" 
into a meafure .which tended very much toencreafe. and 
' ' ' .' confirm 
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C H A P.confirm their exorbitant authority. He paffed a ftatute^ 
XIII. which, by allowing them to eptail their eftates, made it 

^-•^v-^-'impraSicable to diminifli the property of the great fami* 
1307> lies, and left theni all means of encreafe and acquifi- 
tion ^. • 

Edward obferved a contrary policy with regard to the 
church : He feems to have been the firft chriftian prince 
who paflGed a ftatute of mortmain; and prevented by law 
the clergy from making new adquifitions^ of lands^ which 
by the ecclefiaftical canons they were for ever prohibited 
to alienate. The oppofition between his maxims with 
regard to the nobility and ecdefiaftics, leads us to conjee* 
ture, that it was only by chance he paffed the beneficial 
ftatute of mortmain, an<i that his fole obje£k was, to 
maintain the number of knights fees, and to prevent the 
fuperiors from being defrauded of the profits of ward- 
{hip, marriage, livery, and other emoluments arifing 
from the feudal tenures. This is indeed the reafon ai&gned 
in the ftatute itfelf, and appears to have been his real ob- 
je& in enading it. ' The author of the annals of Waverly 
afcribes this ad chiefly to the king's anxiety for nuintain- 
ing the military force of the kingdom ; but adds that he 
was miftaken in his purpofe ; for (hat the Annlelutes were 
overcome more by the prayers of Mofes than by thefword 
of the Ifraelites K 

Edward was very aftive in retraining the pfurpa* 
tlons of the church, and except his ardour for crufades^ 
which adhered,to him during his whole life, feems, in 
other refpeds, to have been little infe&ed with fuperfti* 
Hon, the vice chiefly of weak minds. But the paflion for 
crufades was really in that age the paflion for glory. As 
the pope now felt himfelf fomewhat more reftrained in 
his former pradice of pillaging the national churches by 
the general impofitions upon them, he permitted the ge- 
nerals of particular orders, whorefided at Rome, to levy 
taxes on the feveral convents fubjeded to their jurifdidion ; 
and Edward was obliged to ena3 a law agatnft this new 
abufe. It was alfo become a pradice <$ the court of 
Rome to provide fuccefibrs to Jbenefices before they be* 
came vacant : Edward found it likewife neceflary to re- 
drain by law this fource of injuftice and impofitipn. 

Th« 

^ Brady of boroughs, p. 2$- ^^ ^^ recorda. 
^ P. 235. See alfo M Weft, p. 409. 
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The tribute of 1000 marks a year, to which king John, CHAP. 
in doing homage to the pope, had fubjeded the king* XIIL 
dom, had been pretty regularly paid fince his time, tbo' ^^-^ v*-' 
the vaflalage was conftantly denied, and^ indeed, for fear ^3P1' 
of giving o£Fe^e, had been but little infilled on. The 
payment was called by a new naihe of cenfus^ not by 
that of trib^ute. King Edward feems to have always 
paid this money with great reiudance, and he fuSered the 
arrears, at pne time, to run on for fix years ^, and at 
another for eleven ^ : But as princes in that age ftood 
continually in need of the pope's good offices, for difpen^ 
fations of marriages and other conceflions, the court of 
Rome found always means, fooner or later, to catch the 
money. The levying of firft fruits was alfo a new de- 
vice, begun in this reign, by which hisholinefs thrufthis ^ 
fingers very frequently into the purfes of the faithful ^ 
and the king feerhs unwarily to have given way to it. 

Edward had by his firft wife, Eleanor of Caflile, 
fourfons, but Edward his heir and Aicceflbr, was the 
only one that furvived him. She alfo bore him eleven 
daughters, mod of whom died in their infancy : Joan 
was married firft to the earl of Giocefter, and after his 
death, to Ralph de Monthermer: Margaret efpoufed 
John duke of Brabant : Elizabeth efpoufed firft John earl 
of Holland ; and afterwards the earl of Hereford : Mary 
was a nun at Ambrefbury, He had by his fecond wife, 
Margaret of France, two fons and a daughter ; Thomas 
p-eated earl of Norfolk, and Marefchal of England ^ and 
Edmond who was created <sarl of Kent by his brother 
when king. The princefs died in her infancy. 

In the former reign the taxes had been partly fcutages, 
partly a proportional part of the moveables, granted by,^ 
parliament ; In this, fcutages were entirely dropt ; and 
the afleflment on moveables wm th^ chief method of tax- 
ation. Edwafd in his fourth year had a fifteenth granted 
him ; in his fifth year a twelfth ; in his eleventh year a 
thirtieth from the laity, a twentieth from the dei^y ; in 
his eight^nth year ^ fifteenth ; in his twenty-fecond year 
a tenth from th^ laity, a fixth .frpm London and other 
(:orporate towns, half of their benefices from the clergy ; 
in his twenty-third year an eleventh from the barons and 
pthers, a tenth from the clergy, a fevemh from the bur- 

geffes; 

** Rynjcr, vol. ij, p. 77, 107. ^ Id. p. 862. 
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C H AF.gcflcs ; in his twenty-foorth year a twelfth from rhe barons 
XIIL and others, an eighth from the burgeffes, from the clergy 
wi— v-**^ nothingi becaufe of the pope's inhibition ; in his twcnty- 
I J07. fifth year an eighth from the laity, a tenth from the cler- 
gy of Canterbury, a fifth from thofe of York; in his 
twenty-niftth year a fifteenth from the laity, on account of 
his confirming the peran^alation of the forefts ; the 
dergy granted nothing ; in his thirty-third year, firft ^ 
Itiirtieth from the barons and others, and a twentieth 
from the burgeffes, then a fifteenth from all his fubjefts ; 
in his thirty-fourth year a thirtieth from allhi« fobjeSs for 
knighting his ctdeft ibf». 

These taxes were moderate; but the king had alfo 
duties up6n cxportatiort and importation granted him 
from time to time j The heavieft was commonly wpon 
wool. Poundage, or a (hilHng a pound, was not regu* 
larly granted the kings for life till the reign of Henry V, • 

In 1296, the famous mercantile fociety, called the 
Merchant Adventurers j had its firft origin : It was inftkut* 
ed for the improrement of the woollen mirmifaSure, and 
the TcAdir^of the cloaths abroad, particularly to Ant- 
werp •. For the EnglMh at this time fcarce thought of 
any more diftant commerce. 

This king granted a charter or declaration of protec- 
tion and privileges to foreign merchants, and a!fo afcer- 
tained the cuftoms or duties which thefe merchants were 
in return to pay on merchandi^te imported and exported. 
He promifed them proteSion ; allowed them a jury on 
trials confifting half of natives, half of foreigners ; and 
appointed them a jufticiary in London for their proteftion^ 
He inlpofedon them a duty of two fliiltings on each tun 
of wine imported, over and above the oW duty ; and 
forty pence on each fack of wool exported, befides half 
a mark, the old duty ^ But notwithftanding this feem* 
ing attention to foreign merchants, Edward did not free 
them fi-om the cruel hardfhip, of making one anfwerabie 
for the debts, and even for the crimes of another, that 
came from the fame country ^ . We read of fuch prac- 
tices amongthe prefent barbarot]$ nations. 

^ Andtrfen^s Iriftory of commerce, vol i. p. 13^. ^ Wifmtf^ 
yfA. iv, p. 361 ; It is the charter of Edw. I. which is there con- 
firmed bv Ed w. III. ^Anderfon> hift. of commerce, vol. 
i. p. 146, 
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In the year 1303, the Exchequer was robbed, and ofC H A P. 
no lefs a fum, than icx),ooo pounds, as is pretended ^. XIW- 
The abbot and monks of Weftminfter were indiSed for ^""^ v"**^ 
this robbery, but acquitted. It docs not appear, that the *3®7« 
king ever difcovered the criminals with certainty ; tho- his 
iflfiigtiation fell on the .focity of Lombard merchants, 
^rticularty the FrefcobaWi, very opulent Florentines. 

The pofe having in 1307 colleifted much money, the 
king enjoined the nuncio not to export it in fpette but in 
bills of exchange ^. A certain proof that conunerce was 
til underftood. 

* Rymer, vol ii. p. 930, ^ Rymer, vi(^.-ii.f. 109a.- 
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CHAP. XIV. 

E D W A R D II. 

JVeaknefs of the king His paffion for favourites 

Piers Gavafion^—Difcontent of the barons Murder 

of Gavajlon War with Scotland Battle of Ban-- 

nockbum^-'^Uugb le DefpenJer'^—CivH commotions--^ 

Execution of the earl of Lancajier Confpiracy againfl 

the king Infurre^ion The king dethroned—^ 

Murdered His cbaraS^er Mifcellaneous tranf- 

anions in this reign, 

CHAP. T^ H E prcpofleflions, entertained in favour of youf^ 

XIV. jI^ tdward, kept the Englifh froni being fuUy fenfible 

^"*'"^^"**^ of the extreme lofe, which they had fuftained by the 

•3^7- death of the great monarch, who filled the throne ; and- 

all men haftencd v^ith alacrity to take the oath of allegi- 

ance to his fon and fucceflbr. This prince was in the 

twenty-third year of his age, was of an agreeable figure, 

of a mild and gentle difpofition, and having never difco* 

vered a propensity to any dangerous vice, it was natural to 

prognofttcate tranquillity and happinefs from his govern- 

Weaknels w^"^« But the firft aft of his reign Wafted all thefe hopes, 

of the ^"^ (hewed him to be totally unqualified for that perilous 

king. fituation, in which every EngliOi monarch during thofe 

' ages, had, from the unftable form of the cpnftitution, 

and the turbulent difpofitions of the people, derived firom 

it, the misfortune to be placed. The indefatigable Robert 

Bruce, tho' his army had been diflipated and he himfeif 

bad been obliged to take (belter in the weftem ifles, re- 

"inained not long in tranquillity ; but before the death of 

the late king, hadfallied fi-om his retreat, had again col- 

leded his followers, had appeared in the field, and had 

obtained by furprize an important advantage over Aymer 

de Valence, who commanded the Engli(h forces ^. He 

was now become fo confiderable as to have afforded the 

king of England fuilicient glory infubduinghiro, without 

incurring any danger of his feeing all thofe mighty pre* 

parations, made by his father, fail intheenterprox. But 

Edward^ inftead of purfuing his advantages^ march but a 

little 

^ Trivet, p. 346. 
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little way into Scotland ; and having an utter incapacity, CHAP, 
and equal averiion for all application or ferious bufinels, XIV. 
he immediately returned upon his footfteps, and difpcried -^"v—^^ 
his army. His grandees perceived from this eondud, *3^7- 
that the audiority of the crown, fallen into fuch feeble 
hands, was no longer to be dreaded, and that every info- 
knee might be pradifed by them with impunity. 

The next meafure, taken b^ Edward, gave them anHisjpaffi- 
inclination to attack thofe prerogatives, which no longer on for fa- 
kept them in awe. There was one Piers Gavafton, the vourit^ 
fon of a Gafcon knight of fome diftinSion, who had ho-^'^^** 
nourablyferved the late king, and who, in reward of hii^^^"* 
merits, had obtained an eftabliihment for his ion in the 
family of the prince of Wales. This young man foon 
infinuated himfelf into the affedions of his mailer, bv 
his agreeable behaviour, and by fupplying him with all 
thofe innocent, tho' frivolous amufements, which fuited 
his capacity and his inclinations. He was endowed with 
the utmoft elegance of fhape and perfon, was noted for a 
fine mien and eafy carriage, diftinguifhed himfelf in all 
warlike and genteel exercifes,- and was celebrated for 
thofe quick fallies of wit, in which his countrymen ufu- ^ 
ally excel. By all thefe accomplifhments he gained fo 
entire an afcendant over young Edward, whofe heart was / 
flrongly difpofed to friendfhip and confidence, that the 
Iftte King, apprehenfive of th^ confequences, had banifhed 
him the kingdom, and had, before he died, made bis fen 
promife never to recall him '. But he no fooner found 
himfelf mailer, a9 he vainly imagined, than he fent for 
Gavailon ; and even before his arrival at court, endowed 
him with the whole earlcbm of Cornwal, which had ef* 
cheated to the crown, by the death of Edmond, fon of 
Richard kin^ of-the Ronians ^. Not content with con- 
ferring on him thofe poiTeifions, which had fufBced as an 
appanage for a prince of the blood, he daily loaded him 
vrith new honours and riches ; married him to his own 
aiece» fiiler of the earl of Glocefier"; andfeemed to 

enjoy 



• Walfing. p. 95. Ypod. Ncufl. p. 499. Trivet, cent 

a. "-Ry ' ~ """' ' * 

iTaliing. p. 91 

Henung. vo 

Wore, p. 593. 



p. a. ^* Rymer, voL ui. p. i. Heming. vol. i p. 243 • 
\VaUin|r. p. gS. Ypod. Neuft. p. 499. Trivet, cont. p. a. 
^ Henung. vol. I p. 245. Ypod. Neuft. p. 500. T. de h 
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CHAP, eajoy no^ pltafure in his royal dignity^ tsut as it enaUed 
XIV. himta txalt to the higfaeft fplcndor tbisobje£k of his ficmd 

^ — v-'*-' affeaions. 

1307. 'j'^ J. hjyjghty barons, oflEended at the fojperionty of a 

^^^^^ miaion, whofe birth, the* rcpuuble, they defpifcd, as 

^ k^. owch inferior to ibeir pwnt coDoealed not thdr difcontear ; 

^^^^ and foon found reafons to juftify their ansmofity in the 

chara^er and coadu£t of the man they hated. Inflead 
gf difarming envy by the moderation and modefly of lus 
bdbavioory Cavailon displayed his power and influence 
with the utnEK>ft oftentatioB ; and deemed no drcumftance 
of his good fortune U> agreeable ms its enabling him to 
edipie and mortify all his rivals. He was vain-glorious, 
prohife, rapacious ; fond of exterior pomp and appear* 
aiv:e, giddy with profperity ; and as he imagined, that 
his fortune was now as ftit)ngiy rooted in Che kingdom as 
his aicend^nt was uncomrouled over the weak noonarch, 
he ^ok ao farther care of engaging paitizans, who 
might fupport his Aidden and ill eftaUiihed grandair. At 
fU tournaments, he took delight in foiling the Engiifh 
nobility by his f^perior addrds : In eadi converfation, 
be made them the objeS of his wit and raiHery : Every 
day bis enemies nuiitfplied upon him ; and nought was 
wantir^ but a Itttletime to cement theirunion, and render 
it fatal, both to hino and. his mafter^. 

It behoved.the king to take a journey to France, both 
in ord^ 4o do homage for the dutchy of Guienne, and 
to eipot^fe the priiiceftlfabdla, to whtim he had long been 
coatraftedf tho' untspeSed acddemshad hitherto retarded 
he coippletionrof the marriige ^. Edward left Gavaflon 
\ guardian of the reahn/^, with more ampte powers^, than 

had ufualiy been cosferrod ^ ; and 4m his retorn with his 
young q^en, renewed, all the proofs of diat fond attach* 
meot to his favourite, of- which every one fo loudly com* 
plained. Thi3 princefs vtma of an impeiioiB and intrigU'- 
in^fpirit; and finding, that her bniband's capacity re* 
^ifedf aa bx$ temper incUned^ him to'be^overned» tM 
thought herfelf beft intitled, on every account, to perform 
the ofHce, and {he contraSed a mortal hatred againfl the 
perfbo^ 4V(ho had difappointed her in Iftefe expedations. 

''-'•- • ' ; . / ^'~/\^ ' • ^* 

il ^^T;de la Morp, p. ^93. Walfiog: p; 197^. ' * T. de la 
More, p. 593. Trivet, cont. p. 3. ^ Rymef, vol* iii. p. 
47. Ypod. Neuft. p. 499. " Brad/s App. No. 49, 
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She was w^l pleafed, therefore, to fee a combination ofC tt AK 
the nobility forming againft Gavaftoft, who^ fetlfible of XIV; * 
her hatred, had wantonly provoked her by newinfults and '*'''^'^»^***^. 
injuries. *3^^ 

Thomas, carl of Lancafter, coufifi-german to thfe 
king, and firft prince of the bloody was far the moft Opu*- 
lent and powerful fubjeft in Etiglatid, and po'flefled iti his 
. own right, and foon as after in ttat of his wife, heirefs of 
the family of Lincoln, no lefe than fix earldoms, with ft 
proportional eftate in land, attended with all the jurifdic- 
tionsand power, which commonly in that age were an- 
nexed to landed property* He was turbulent and faSious 
in his difpofition ; mortally hated the favourite, whdfe in- 
fluence with the king exceeded his own \ and he foon be* 
came flie head of that party among the barons, who de- 
fired the depreflion of this infolent ftranger. The confe- 
derated nobles bound themfelves by oath, to expel Ca*^ 
vafton : Both fides began already to put themfelves in a 
warlike pofture : The licentioufnefs of the age broke o\it 
into robberies and other diforders, the ufual preludes of 
civil war: And the royal authority, dei\>ifed in the king's 
owihAnds, and hated in thofe of Gavafton, became in- 
fufficient for the execution of the laws, and the m^intc- 
nance of peace in the kingdom. A parliament being fum-* 
moned at Weftminfter, Lancafter and his party came thi- 
ther with an armed retinue ; and were there enableil to 
impofe their own terms on the fovereign. They required 
the banifhment of Gavafton, impofed an oath on him 
never to return, and engaged the bilhops^ who never failed 
to interpofe in all civil concerns, to pronounce him ex- 
communicated, if he remained any longer in the kin|j.- 
dom ". Edward was obliged to fubmit * ; but even In Hs 
compliance, gave proofs of his fond attachment to bis 
favourite. Inftead of removing all umbrage, by fending 
him to his own country, as was expeftcd, he appointed 
him lord lieutenant d( Ireland ^, attended him to Briftol 
on his journey thither, and before his departure conferred 
on him new lands and riches both in Gafcony and Engr 
land ^. Gavafton, who did not want bravery, and p^- 

VoL. n. T fetn|d 

^ Trivet, cent. p. 5. ^ Rymer, vol. lii. p. 80. ^R^cr, 
vol. iii.p. 92. Murimutb, f. 39. > Rymer^ vol. iil p. 

S7. 
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CHAP, feffcd talents for war **, aftcd, during his governwicnt, 
XIV. with vigour s^ainft fome Irifh rebels, whom he fub- 

y^^^^'dued. 

'3^^- Meanwhile, the king, lefs (hocked with the illegal 
violence which had been impofed upon him, than unhap-. 
py in the abfence of his minion, employed every expe- 
dient to foften the oppofitionof the barons to his return ; 
as if fuccefs in that point were the chief objeQ: of his 
government. The high office of hereditary fteward was 
conferred on Lancafter : His father-in-law, the earl of 
Lincoln, was bought oflF by other conceflions : Earl Wa- 
rcnne was alfo mollified by civilities, grants or promifes: 
The infolence of Gavafton, being no longer before men^s 
^es, was lefs the objeft of general indignation: And 
Edward, deeming matters fufficiently prepared for his pur- 
pofe, applied to the court of Rome, and obtained a dif- 
penfation from that oath, which the barons had compel- 
led Gavafton to take, that he would abjure for ever the 
realm ^. He went down to Chefter, to receive him on 
his firft landing from Ireland ; flew into his arms with 
tranfports of joy ; and having obtained the formal confent 
of the barons in parliament to his re-cftabriflimenr^ fet no 
longer any bounds to his extravagant fondnefs and affec- 
tion. Gavafton himfelf, fogetting his paft misfortunes> 
and blind to their caufes, relumed the fame oftentation 
and infolence ; and became more than ever the objed of 
general deteftation among the nobility. 

The barons firft difcovered their animofity by abfenting 
themfd^es from parliament ; and finding, that this ex- 
pedient had not been fuccelsful, they began to think of 
employing fliarper and more effedual remedies. Tho* 
there had fcarce been any national ground of complaint, 
except fome dif&pation of the public treafure : Tho* all 
the aSs of mal-adminiftration, objeded to the king, and 
his favourite, feemed of a nature more proper to excite 
heart-burnings in a ball or aflembly, than commotions in 
a great kingdom : Yet fuch was the fituation of the times» 
th^t the barons were determined, and were able, to make 
them the reafons of a total alteration in the conftitutioa 

7th Peb. and civil government. Having come to parliament, in 
defiance of the laws and the king's prohibition, with a 

numerous 

"• Heming. vol. i. p. 248. T, de la More, p. 593. 
? RTmer, vol. iii. p. 167. 
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liumerous retinue of armed followers, they found Acni-GHA J^- 
felves entirely mailers; and prefented a petition^ wh^(;h }^. >. 
-was equivalent to a Command, requiring Edward to cle-^—"v-*^ 
volve on a chofen junto the whole authority both of the *3®*^; 
crown and of the parliament. The king was obliged to i^^ , . 
fign a commiflion, empowering the prelates. and barpns to™^^"* 
eleft twelve perfohs, who (hould, till the term of JMi* 
chaelmas in the year following, have authority to e;ia^ 
ordinances for tne government of the kingdom^ and the 
jregulation of the king's houfhold ; confenting that thefe 
brdinafices fliould thencefyth and for ever have the force 
of laws and ftatutes ; allowing the ordainers to forni affo- 
ciatioiis among themfelves and their friends, for their ftrifliv 
and regular obfervance j and all this for the greater glory 
of God, the fecUrity of the church, and the honour and 
advantage of the king and kingdom ^. The barons in 
return hgned a declaration, in which they acknowledged^ 
that they owed thefe conce/fions merely to the king's free 
bounty^ promifed that this fhould never be Jrawn bta 

Srecedent , and engaged, that the power of the ordainers 
lould expire at the terni appointed ^ 
The chofen junto of twelve accordingly framed their i4ii2 
of dihance§, and prefente'd them to the king and parliament^ " 

for their confirmation in the enfuing year. Sonie of. thefe 
ordinances were laudable, and tended to the regular ex- 
ecution cif jufticc ; Such as thofe, requiring (h^riffs to be . 
men of property, aboUfhing the practice of iffuing privy 
feals for the fufpenfion of juftice, reftrabing the praS^ice 
of purveyance, prohibiting the adulteration and altera* 
tion of the coin, excluding foreigners from the farms of 
the revenue, ordering all payments to be regularly made . . . 
into the exchequer, revoking all grants of the. crown^ 
and giving the parties damages in the cafe of vexatious 
(jrofeeutions. But what chiefly grieved the king was the 
ordinance for the removal of evil counfellors, by which k 
great number of perfons were by name excluded from 
every office of power and profit i and Piers Gavafton 
himfclf was forever baniflied the king's dominions,, under 
the penalty, in cafe of difobedieriLe, cjf being declared 
a public enemy. Other perlonsj more agreeable to iht 
l»afonsj.v^ere fubftituted in all the offices. And it was 
T Z ofcfained, 

^ ferady's App. No. Jo. Hc^niag. vol i. p. ^47. Wat;' 
fing. f • 97. Ryley, >. 526. ? Biad/s App. Np. S»! 
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CH AP.ordatnedy tfiat, for the future, alt the confiderable dig- 

^ XIV. nities in the houihold, as Wetl as in the law, revenue » 

V^v^-^and military governments, fliould be appointed by the 

'3*** ^on^f in parliament ; and the power of making war, 

or afionbling his military tenants, (hould no loilger be 

folely vetted in the king, nor be exercifed without the 

conientof the nobility. 

Edward, from the fame weaknefs both of his tem- 
per and ikuation, which had engaged him to grant this 
unlimited commiffion to the barons, was led r6 give a 
padiamentary fan3ion to their ordinances : But as a con-^ 
lequence of the fame charader, he fecretly made a pro- 
teft againft them, and declared, that, fince the commif- 
jfion was granted only for the making of ordinances to the 
advantage of king and kingdom, fuch articles as fhoutd 
be found prejudicial to both, were to be held as not ra- 
tified and confirmed ^. It is no wonder, indeed, that 
he retained a firm purpofe to revoke ordinances, which 
had been impofed on him by violence, which entirely an- 
nihilated the royal authority, and above all, which de- 
prived him of the company and fociety of a perfon> 
whom, by an unufual infatuation, he valued above all 
the world, and above every other confid^ration of inte- 
reft or tranquillity. 

So fi)on, therefore, as Edward, removing to York, 

. had freed hnnfelf from the immediate terror of the barons 

power, he invited back Gavafton from Flanders, which 

that favourite had made the place of his retreat; and 

declaring his banifhment to be illegal, and contrary to 

the laws and cuftoms of the kingdom ^, Openly re-inftated 

1312. him in his former credit and authority. The barons, 

highly provoked atthis difappointment, and apprehenfive 

of danger to themfelves'from the declared animofity of fo 

* powerml a minion, faw, that either his or their ruin was 

' now inevitable ; and thgr renewed with redoubled zeal 

their former confederacies againft him. "The earl of Lan- 

cafter was a dangerous head of this alliance : Guy, earl 

of Warwic, entered into it with a fiirious arid precipitate 

paiHort : Humphrey Bohun, earl of Hereford, the con- 

ftable, and Aymer de Valence, earl of Pembroke, brought 

toit a great acceffion of power and intereft 2 Even earl 

Warenne 

A^RTte/s Placit. Pari p. 530, 541. ^ Brady*s App. 
No. 53. Walfing. p. 98. 
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Warennc defi^rted the royal caufe, which he. bad hitbcrtcrCH ArP^ 
fupported, and was induced to embrace the fide of the XIV. 
confederates^ : And as Robert de Winchelfey, ^rehbifhop^' "V-*^ 
of Canterbury, profeffed himfelf of the fame party, he *3*?^ 
determined the body of the clergy, aod confequcntly (he 
people, to declare againft the lung and his minion. ; So 
predominant^ at that time, was the pQwer of the great 
nobility, that the combination .of a tew of them. was al- 
ways able to ibake the throne ^ and fuch an umvertal ocm^ 
currence became irrefiftible. The earl of Laocafter fud«» 
denly raifed an army, and 'marched to York, where be 
found the king already removed to Newcaftlc "^ : He ilcw 
thither in purfuit of him ; and Edward bad juft time tp 
efcape to Tinmouth, where he embarked, and iailed with 
Gavafton to Scarborough. He left his fiivourite in that 
fortrefs, which, Ixad it been properly fupplied with pro- 
vifions, was. deemed impregnable; and he marched fio^rr 
ward to York, in hopes of raifing an army, which niig^ 
be able to fupport him againft lus enemies. Peoibroli^e 
was fent by the confederates to befiegetbe, caftlepf Scar- 
borough; andGavafton, fenfible of the bad condition, of « ^ ^ 
hisgarrifon, was obliged to c^itulate, and to fqrrender'9"*^^^ 
hinifelf prifoner ". He ftipulated, that he {kould remaui 
in Pembroke's hands for two months; that endeavour^ 
Ihould, during that time, be mutually ufed for a general 
accommodation ; that if the terins propofed by the barons 
were not accepted, the caftle fliouUl be reftored to him 
in the fanoe condition as when he furr^dered it ; and that 
the earl of Pembroke, smd Henry Piercy ibould, by con- 
trad, pledge all their lands for the folfillingof thefe con- 
ditions w. Pembroke, now naafter of the perioo of tUs 
public enemy, conduced him to the caftle c^.Dedingtooi» 
near Banbury ; where, on pretence t>f other bufiAeft, he 
left him, protefled by a feeble guard ^. Warwic, pro^ 
bably in concert with Pembroke, attacked the caftle: 
The guards refufed to make any refiftance : Cavafton 
was yielded up to him, and conduced to Warwic caftle : 
The earls pf Lancafter, Hereford, and Arundel, imane-Mmda 
diately repaired thither ^ : And widiout any regard, either of Gayaf- 
to the laws or the military c^tulation, they ord^ed tibe ton. 

head ift July- 



^ Trivet, cont. p. 4. ^ Walfing. p. loi. " IWd, 

w Rymer, vol. 41^^24. ^ T. de UMore, y. 593* 

y Dugd Bason, vd. ii. p. 44. , 
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C H AP.hctd of Ais obnoxious favourite to be ftruck oflF, by the 

XIV. hands of the executioner ^. 
Vf^v'*^^ The king had retired northward to Berwic, when he 
'J*^' heard of Gavaftpn's murder ; and his nefentnjent was pro- 
portioned to the affeSion which he had ever borne him^ 
while living. He threatened vengeance on all the nobi- 
lity, who had been aSive in that bloody fcene, and he 
iB&de preparatidns for war in aH parts of England. But 
being lefs conftant in his enmities than in his friendihips^ 
he loon after hearkened to jterms of accommodation ; 

granted the barons a pardon for all offences ; and ^s they 
ipulated to aflc him publicly pardon on their kn^ ^, he 
•was fo pleafed with thefe vain ,^pearances of exterior 
fubmiffion, that he feemed to have fincerely forgivea 
them all paft injuries. But as they ftill pretended, f^otr 
"withftanding their lawlefs condud, a great anxiety for 
the maintenance of law, and required the efta|)liihment 
of their former ordinances as a neceffary fecurity for that 
purpofe ; Edward told them, that he was willing to grant 
them a free and legal confirmation pf fuch of the/e orr 
.^^ , ^finances as were rtot entirely derogatory to the prerogar 

tive of the crown. This anfwer was received for the 
prefent as fatisfaSory. The king's perfon, after the death 
of Oavafton, was now become lefs obnoxious to the 
public ; and as the ordinances, infifted on, appeared to be 
3iearly the fame with thofe, which had been formerly ex- 
torted from Henry III. by Mountfort, and which had 
been attended with fo many fatal confequences, they 
-were, on that account, demanded with lefs vehemence by 
the nobility ^nd people. The minds of all men feemed 
to be rtuch appeafed towards each other: The animofiti« 
of faSton no longer prevailed : And Englanc, nOw united 
under its head, wpiBd henceforth be able, it ' was hoped, 
to take vengeance on all its enemies; particularly on the 
Scots, whole pro^efs ^as the objed of general refem- 
jnent and indignation, . 

War with Immediately after Edward's retreat frpm Scotland, 
Scotland.' Robert Bruce left his faftneffes, in which he intended to 
have flieltered his feeble force ; and fupplying his defeft 
of power by fuperior vigour and abilities^ he made deep 
- impreffions on all his enemies, foreign and domeftic. He 

^afed 

:^ WaMirtg. p. ip'i. T. de la Morei p. '593. Trivet, cont. 
p. 9. ^ Ryley, p. 538. Ryinir, vol. Sx.p. 366.' 
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cliafed the lord Argyle and the chieftains of the Mac- C H A P. 
dowals from their hills, and made himfelf entirely matter XrV" ^ 
of the high country : He thence invaded with fujCcefs the*^ v^*— ' 
Cummins in the low countries of the north : He took the *3**' 
caftles of Invernefs, Forfar, and Brechin : He gained 
daily fome new acceflion of territory ; and what was a 
more important acquifition, he daily reconciled the min4^ 
of the nobility, to his dominion, and enlifted under ]kh ' 
ftandard every bold leader, whom he enriched by the fpoils 
of his enemies. Sir James Douglas, in whom commenced 
the greatnefs and, renown of that warlike family, fecond- 
ed him in all his enterprizes: Edward Bruce, Robert*!^ 
own brother, diftinguimed himfelf by anions of valour : 
And the terror of the Englifli power being now abated by _ 
the feeble conduft of the king, even the leaft fanguin^ 
of the Scots began to entertain hopes of recovering their 
independency ; and the whcJe kingdom, except a few 
ftrong fortreffes, which he had not the means to M^tk^ 
had acknowledged the authority of Robert. 

In this fituation, Edward had found it nepeffary to 
grant a truce to Scotland j and Robert fupceisfiilly emr 
ployed this interval in confolidating his power, and intro- 
ducing order into the civil government, disjointed by fuch 
along continuance of wars and faftionS. Theintcrv^ 
was very Ihort : The truce, ill obferved on both fi<^es, 
was at laft openly violated; and war recommenced with 
greater fury than ever. Robert, not contented with der 
fending himfelf, had made fuccefsful inroads into Eng« 
land, fubfifted his needy followers by the plunder of that 
country, and taught them to defpife the military genius of 
a people who had long been the objeQ: of their terror^ 
Edward at laft, rouzed irom his lethargy, had conduced 
an army into Scotland ; and Robert, determ^Qed not to 
rifque too much againft an enemy fo much fuperior, re? 
t;ired again into his mountains. The king advanced be- 
yond Edinburgh; but being deftitute of provifions, and 
being ill fuppbrted by the Endifli nobility, who werethe^ 
employed in framing their ordinances, he was foon obliged 
to retreat without gaining any advantage over the ene- 
my. But the appearing union of all the parties in Eng- 
land, aftcrtljjedeath of Grafton, fe'enied to reftore that 
kingdom to its native force, opened again the profped of 
reducing Scotland, and promifed a happy cpocliifidn to 

awari 
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CH A p. II war, in which both the interelU SHid paifjons of di<e bji- 

XIV. tion were fo ittvXy engaged. 
V--V"*--' Edward auenible4 forces from all quarter?, with ^ 
?:iMf view of finifhinff ;at ong blow this important enterprize. 
He fummoned the moft warlike of his yaffals frpm Gaf- 
cony : He inlifted troops fjrpm Ftanders ^n(} othpf foreigii 
countries : He invited oyer great numbers of the difor- 
dedy Irifli as to a certain prey ; He joined to them a body 
of the Welflj, who were 'aQuatecJ by like motives ; An4 
aflembling the whole mifitary force of Englandi he majrck- 
ed to the troptiers with an arpiy, whicb| according to the 
Scots writers, amounted to an hundred thcukpd menj bu( 
which was probably nxuch inferior to that number ^^ 

The army coUeSed by Rpbeft,, exceedeid not thirty 
thouiand combatants ; but being cpmpo^d of me|)> whp 
had diftinguiihed themfclves by many aSs of valour j| 
who were rendered defperate by their, fituatipn, anfl whp 
were enured to all the varieties pf fortune,, they migh^ 
juft^, under (uch a Uader^ be deemed formidable to th« 
mow ^merpus ajid bed appointed armies. The caftle 
of Stirling^ which^ with Berwic, was the only fprtrefif 
^ of Scotland, that remained in the haiids pf the Engliiliy 

jiad been long be^eged by Eidward Bruce » and Philip de 
JMbwbray, the governor^ after an obftinate defence, wa§ 
at laft poKgeid to .capitulate, and tp promife that if, ber 
fore a certain dJay, ^hich was now approaching, he waf 
iiot reheyed, he (hould open his gates tp the enemy ^. 
Robert therefore, fenfible that here wa§ the ground on 
which he muft expeft the Engliih, chofiethe field of bat- 
tle with all the (kill and prudence itpaginable, and made 
^ the neceflary prcparatipns for their reception. He pofiecj 
hitnfdf at Bannockburn, about two miles from Stirling ; 
where he had a hill op his right flank, and a morars on 
his left : And not content with having with taken thefc 
precautions to pevent his being furrounded by the pnore 
numerous army of the Engliih ; he forefaw the fuperior 
nrength of the eneniy in cavalry, and made provifion 
'againft it. Having ^ rivulet in front, he commanded 

■ ' ' deep 



» 



" We find in Rymer, vol. iii j>. 48 1 ^ a lift of all the infan- 
try afifembled' fi-om all parts of Efngiand and Wales ; and they 
iite 4tAY 2t ,540; It is not lUttfy therefore that the whole army 
oduhlbs iM«r (o immerotis ay is reported. ^ Rymer, vol. iii. 
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fdieep pits to be dug along its banks, and (harp flakes to beC H A P- 
planted in tbem, and - he ordered the whole to be care- XIV. 
fully covered over with turf ^. The Englifli arrived in *— v"**^ 
iight on th.e evening, and a bloody ccnflid immediately •.i*^* 
lenfued between two bodies of cavalry; where Robert, 
'who wfts at the head of the Scots, engaged in fingle com- 
fcat with Henry de Bdiun, a gentleman of the family of 
Hereford ; and at one ftrokje qleft his adverfary to the 
,chin with a battle-ax, in fight of the two armies. 
The Englilh horfe fled with precipitation to their main 
J>ody. 

The Scots, encouraged by this favourable event, and 
glorying in the valour of their prince, prognofticated a 
happy ifiiie to the combat on the fenfuing day: The 
Englifti, confident in their numbers, and elated with 
paft fucceffes, longed fof an opportunity of revenge: 
And the night, tho' extremely fhort in that feafon and in Battle of 
that climate, appeared tedious to the impatience of the bannock- 
feveral combatants. Early in the morning, Edward drew^^""*- 
put his army, and advanced towards the Scots, The earl^S^y**"^ 
jof Glocefter, his nephew, who commanded the left, 
wing of the cavalry, impelled by the ardour of youth, 
rufiied on to the attack without precaution, and fell 
among the coyered pits, which had been prepared by 
Bruce for the reception of the enemy ^. This body of 
horfe was difordered : Glocefter himfelf was overthrown 
and dain : Sir James Douglas, who commanded the Scot* 
tifh cavalry, gave the en^my no klfure to rally, but 
puflied them qS the field with confiderable lofe, and 
purfued them in fight of their whole line of infentry. 
While the EngUfti army were alarmed with this uafor- 
jtunate beginning of the aSion, which commonly proves 
decifive, they obferved an arn^y on the heigks towards 
the left, which feem€^«> be marching Icifurcly in order to 
furrourui theny ; and tli^y lyere 4iftraSed by their md^ 
tiplied fears. .This was a nun^er of waggoners and 
/umpter boys, whom Robert had co^e^ed jtpge- 
ther; and having fupplied them with military ftar^- 
ards, gave them the appearance at a difta^ce of a* for- 
midable body. The ftratagenn! todt effed : A panic feized . 
the Englilh : They threw down their arms and fled : 
TTbjey were ^irfued with great flaugbter, for the Ijpacc of 
* ' ' ' eighty 

^ T. de la More, p. 594. ^ Ibid. 
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CHAP, eighty miles, till they reached Berwic : And the Scots, 
XIV. befides an ineftimable booty, took many perfons of qua- 

^"^v^^^lity prifoncrs, and above 400 gentlemen, whom Robert 
*3*4- treated with great humanity ^, and whofe ranfom was a 
new acceilion of wealth to the vidorious army. The 
king himfelf very narrowly cfcaped by taking ftielter hi 
Dunbar, whofe gates were opened to him by th^ carl 
of March ; and he thence paffcd by fea to Berwic. 

Such was the great and decifive battle of Bannock- 
bi^rn, which fecured the independency of Scotland, 
fixed Bruce on the throne of that kingdom, and may be 
deemed the greateft overthrow, which the Englifh mon- 
archy, fincc the conqueft, has ever received. The num- 
bers of (Iain on thefe occadons are always uncertain, and 
are commonly much magnified by the viSors: But this 
defeat made a deep impreffion on the minds of the Eng- 
li(h; and it was remarked, that for fome years, no fu- 
periority of numbers could encourage them to keep the 
field againft the Scots ^. Robert, to make advantage 
of his prefent fucccfe, broke into England, and ravaged 
all the northern counties without oppofition : He befieged 
Carlifle, tho' that place was faved by the valour of Sir 
Andrew Harcla, the governor: He was more fuccefsful 
jjgainft Berwic, which he took by affault": And this 
princjB, elated by his continued profperity, entertained 
hopes of making the moft important conquefts on the 
*3'S' Englifh. He fent over his brother Edward, with an army 
of 6000 men, into Ireland ; and that nobleman affumed 
the title of king of Ireland ' : He followed foon after 
himfelf with more numerous forces: The horrible and 
abfurd oppreflions, whic^i the Irifli fufFered under the 
Englifh government, made them, at firfl, fly to the 
ftandard of the Scots, whom they regarded as their de- 
liverers: But a grievous famine, "Arhich at that time laid 
defolate both Ireland and Britain, reduced the Scottifh 
army to the greateft extremities ; and Robert was obli- 
ged to return, with his forces much diminifhed, into his 
own country. His brother, after having experienced a 
variety of fortune, was defeated and flain near Duadalk 

by 

^ Ypod. Neuft. p. 501 . G Walfing. p. io6v » T. dfe 
la More, p. 594. Miirimuth, p. 53. * Trivet, cont. p» 
is. 
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,l>y the Englifh, commanded by lord Bermingham ^ : C H A P. 
And thefe projeSs, tpo extenfive for the force of the ^^V- 
gcottilh nation, thus Vanifhed into fmoke. ^^ "^ ^ 

The king, befides fyffering thofc dif;afters from the *3^5' 
invafion of the Scots and the infurreftion of the Irifli, 
was alfp infefted with a rebellion in Wales ^ ; and above 
all, by the faSions of his own nobility, wlio took ad- 
vantage of the public calamities, infulted his fallen for- 
tunes, and endeavoured toeftablifti their own independence 
on the ruins of the throne. Lancafter and the barons of 
his party, who had declined attending Edward on his 
Scottifli expedition, no fooner faw him return \vith dif- 
^race, than they infifted on the renewal of their ordi- 
nances, whiph they ftill pretended to have validity ; and 
the kin^s unhappy condition obliged him to fubmit to 
their demands. The miniftry was new modelled by the 
direSionof Lancefter **: That prince was placed at the . 
head of the council : It was declared, that all the offices 
fliopld be filled, from time to time, by the votes of par- 
liament, or rather, by the will of the great barons ^ : 
And the nation, under this new model of government, 
endeavoured to put Ltfelf in a better pofture of defence 
againft the Scots. But the faftjous nobles were far from 
being terrified with the progrcfs of thefe public enemies: 
On the contrary, th^y foupded the hopes of their own 
future grand^pr on the weaknefs and diftrefles of the 
crown: Lancafter hi mfplf was fufpefted, with great ap- 
pearance oi reafon, of holding a fecret correfpondence 
with the king of Scots : And tho' he was himfelf en- 
trufted with tjie comnaand of the Englifti armies, he took 
pre that every enterprise (hould be difappointed, and 
every plan of operations prove unfuccefsful. 

All the European kingdonis, efpecially that of Eng- 
land, were ^t this time unacquainted wjth the office of a 
prime n^inifter, fo wtW underftood atprefent in all regular . 
monarchies ; and the people could forni no conception of 
a man, who, tho' ftill in the rank of a fubje^l:, pofleffed 
all the power of a fovereign, eafed the prince of the 

burthen 

^ Rymer, vol Hi. p. 767, 777. Walfmg. p. 5. Ypod. 
Nenft. p. 503. T. de la More, p. 594. Trivet, cent. p. 29. 
^ Rymer, vol.iii. p, $53. ^ Ryley, P- S^o. Rymer, vol 
iii. p. 722. *^ Brady, vol. ii. p. izz. from the records, app. 
Ifo. 61. Ryl^, P.56Q. 
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CHAP, burthen of aflFairs, fuppUed bis want of experience or 
XIV. capacity, and maintained all the rights of the crown^ 

^•—v^^"^ without degrading the grcateft nobles by their fub- 
^yS» miffion to his temporary authdrity. Edward was plainly 

' by nature unfit to hold himfelf the reins of government : 

He bad no vices ; but was unhappy in a total incapacity 
for ferious bufinefs: He was fenfible of his own defeds^ 
and neceflarily fought to be governed: Yet every fa- 
vourite, whom he iucceffivcly chofe, was regarded as a 
fellow-fubjed, exalted above his rank and (lotion : He 
was the objeft of envy to the great nobility : His cha* 
rader and condud were decryed with the people : His 
authority over the king and kingdom was confidered as 
an ufurpation : And unlefs the prince h^ci embraced 
the dangerous expedient, of devolving his power on the 
carl of Lancafter or fome mighty baron, whofe family ii»- 
tereft was fo extenfive as to be able alone to maintain his 
influence, he could expeA no peace nor tranquillity iq>on 
the throne. 

Hughle The king's chief favourite, after the death of Ga* 

Dcipenfer. vafton, was Hugh le Dcfpenfer of Spenfer, a young man 
of Englifli birth, of high rank, and of a noWe family ^. 
He pofleffed all the exterior accomplifhments of perfon 
and addrefs, which were fitted to engage the weak mind 
of Edward ; but was devoid of that moderation and pru- 
dence, which might have qualified him to mitigate the 
envy of the great, and conduQ: him thro' all the perils 
of that dangerous ftation, to which he was advanced. 
His father, who was of the fame name, and who, by 
means of his fon, bad alfo attained great influence over 
the king, was a noUeman venerable from his years, re- 
fpeded through all his pafl life for wifdom, valour and 
iptegrity, and well fitted by his talents and experience, 
could aflFairs have admitted of any temperanoent, to have 
fupplied the defers both of the king and of his minion ''. 
But no fooner was Edward's attachment declared for 
young Spenfer, than the turbulent Lancader, and rood 
of the great barons, regarded him as their rival, made 
him the objed of their animofity, and formed violent 
plans for his ruin^ They firft declared their difrontent 
by withdrawing from parliament ; and it was not long ere 

tbcy 

^ Dttgd. Baron, vol. i. p. 389. ^ T. de la More, p. 

594- ^Walling, p. 1 13. T. de U Mon^, p 59S- M**- 
mutk, p. 55. 
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they found a pretence for proceeding to greater cxtremi- C H ^ P. 
ties againft him. XIV. 

The king, who fet no limits to his bounty towarfs'"*""^'''^*^ 
his minions,^ had married the younger Spcnler to his ^^3^^- 
iiiece, one of the co-heirs of the earl of Glocefter, flain^*^*}^°"*" 
at Bannockburn; and the favourite, by his fucceffion to'^^'^®^* 
that opulent family, had inl^rited great pofTeflions in the 
marches of Wales ^, and being defirous of extending 
ftill farther his influence Jn thofe quarters, he is accufcd 
of having committed injuftice towards the barons of 
Audley and Ammoii, who had alfo married two fifters of 
the fame family. There was likewife a baron in that 
neighbourhood, called William de Braoufe, lord of 
Gower, who had made a fettlement of his eftate on 
John de Mowbray, his fon-in-law ; and in cafe of failure 
of that nobleman and his ifTue, had fubftituted the earl of 
Hereford, in the fucceffion to the barony of Gower^ 
Mowbray, on the deceafe of his father-in-law, entered 
immediately in poffeffion of the eftate, without the for- 
mality of taking livery and feizin from the crown j and 
Spenf'er, who qoveted that barony, perfuaded the king 
to put in execution the rigour of the feudal law, to feizc 
Gower as efcheated to the crown, and to confer it upon 
him*^. This tranfaftion, which was the proper fubjefl: 
of a law-fuit, immediately excited a civil war. in the 
kingdom.. The earls of Lancafter and Hereford flew 
to arms : Audley and Ammori joined them with all their 
fiarces : The two Rogers de Mortimer and Roger dc 
Clifford, with many others, difgufted for private reafons 
with the Spenfers, brought a confiderable acceffion to the 
' party : And their army being now formidable, thqr fent 
a meffage to the king, requiring him immediately to dif- 
mifs or confine the younger Spenfer ; and menacing him^ 
in, cafe of refufal, with renouncing their homage and 
, allegiance to him, and taking revenge on that miniiler 
by their own authority. They fcarqe waited for an an* 
fwer J but immediately fell upon the lands of youi^ 
Spenfer, which they pillaged and deftroyed; murdered 
his fervants, drove off his cattle, and burned his houfes '^. 
They proceeded thence to commit like devaftations on 
the eftates of Spenfer, the father, whofe charaia^r hi- 

V tljerto 

^ Trivet, cont. p. 2$. * Monach. Maloies, J Mu- 
rimuth, p. $$• 
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CH AP.therto they hzi feemed to refpeft. And having drawn 
XIV. and figned a formal aflTociation among themfelvc^ ", they 

^'■*"^^"'*^ marched to London with all their forces, ftationed them^ 
*3^'- felves in the neighboilrhood of that city, and detfianded 
of the king the banifhment of both the Spenfers. T hefe 
noblemen were then abfertt ; the^ father abroad, the fpn 
at fca ; and both of them employed in different com- 
mifllons : The king therefore replied, that his coronation 
oath, by which he was bound to obferve th^ laws, re- 
trained him from giving his atfem to fo illegal a demand, 
or condemning noblemen "who were accufed of no crime, * 
nor had any opportunity afforded them of making an an- 
fwer ^. Equity and reafon were but a feeble oppofuioil 
to men, w^o had arms in their hafids, and who, being 
already involved in guilt, faw no fafety but in faccefs 
and viSory. They entered Londort with their troops ; 
and giving in to the parliamem, which was then fitting, 
a charge againft the Spenfers, of \\hich they attempted 
not to prove one article, they procured, by. menaces and 
violence, a fientence of perpetual exile and forfeiture 
againft thefe mtnifters ^. This fentence was voted by 
the lay barons alone: For the comftions, tho' now aii 
cftate rn parliament, were yet of fo little conlideration, 
that their affent was not demanded ; and even the voice 
of the prelates was neglcfted amidft the prefent diforders. 
The only fymptom, which thefe turbulent barons gave of 
their regard to law, was their requiring from the king an 
indemnity for their illegal proceedings ^; after which they 
dilbanded their army, and feparated, in fecurity, as they 
imagined, to their feveral caftles. 

This aQof violence, in which the king was obliged 
to acquiefce, renderfed,his perfon and his authority lb con- 
temptible, that every one thought himfelf entitled to 
treat him with n^feS: The queen,, having occafioit 
foon after to pafs by the caftle of Leeds in Kent, which 
/ • belonged to the lord Badlefmere, defired a night's lodging ; 
but was refufed admittance, and fome of her atten- 
dants, who prefented Aemfelves at the gate^ were killed^. 

The 

^ Tyrrel, vol. ii. p. 280, fiom the regifter of C. C. Caiw 
tcrbury. ^ Walfing. p. U4. ^ Tottle's dollea. part, 
a. p. 50. Walfing. p. 114. ^ Tottie's coUe^. pan. a. 
p. 54. Rymer, vol. iii. p. 891. ^ Rymer, vol. iii. ^. 89. 
Walfing, p. 114, ii5. T.dela More, p» J95* Murimutb, 
p. S6. 
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The infuU upon this princefs, who had always endeavoured CHAP. 
to live on good terms with the barpns, and who joined y ^- - 
them heartily in their hatred of the younger Spenfer, "^^T^ 
was an aSi on which no body pretended to juftify ; and *3^** j 

the king thought, that be might, without giving general 
umbrage, affemble an army, and take vengeance on the 
oflFender^ No one came to the affiftance of Badlef- 
mere; and Edward prevailed ''^ : But having now fome . 

forces on foot, and having concerted meafures with his || 

friends throughout England, he ventured to take off the J 

maik, to attack all his enemies^ and to recall the two 1 

Spenfers, whofe fentence he declared illegal, unjuft, con- 
trary to the tenor of the great charter, paffed without the 
aifent of the prelates, and extorted by violence from him 
and the eftate of barons ^, Still the commons were not 
mentioned by either party, ^ 

The king had now got the ftart of his adverfarics; ^S^^- 
an advantage, which, in thofe times^ was commonly de- 
cifive : And he haftened with his army to the marches of 
Wales, the chief feat of the enemies power, whom he 
found totally unprepared for refinance. Many of the 
barons in thofe parts endeavoured to appeafe him by fub- 
miffion^: Their caftles were feized, and their perfons 
committed to cufiody. But Lancafter, in order to pre- 
vent the total ruin of his party, fummoned together his 
vaflals and retainers; declared his alliance with Scotland, 
which had long been fufpeded ; received the promife of 
a reinforcement from that country under the command of 
Randolf earl of Murray, and Sir James Douglas ^ ; and 
being joined by the earl of Hereford, advanced with all 
his forces againft the king, who had coUeded an army 
of 30,000 men, and was fuperior to bis enemies, Lan- 
cafter polled himfelf at Burton upon Trent, and endea- 
voured to defend the paffages of the river ^ : But being 
difappointed in that plan of operations ; this prince, who 
had no niilitary genius, and whofe perfonal courage was 
even fufpeded, fled with his army to the north, in expec- 
tation of being there joined by his Scottifli allies ^. He 
-was purfued by the king; and his army diminifhed 
daily; till he came to Boroughbridge, where he found 

Sir 

^ Walfing. p. US* ® Rymcr, vol. iii. p. 907. T, dek 
More, p. 595. c Walfing. p. 11,5. Murimuth, p. 57. 

^ Rymer, vol. iii, p. 958. ^ Walfing. p. uS- ^ Ypod. 
Neuft. p. 504. 
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CHAP. Sir Andrew HarcU poftcd with fome forcw on the op- 
XIV. pofite fide of the river, and ready to difpute the paflTage 

^— v-"-*-* with him. He was reptrifed in an attempt which he made 

'3"" to force his way; the earl of Hereford was killed; the 

whole army of the rebels was difconcerted ; Lancafter 

«6ih himfelf was become incapable of taking any mcafures 

^^^^* either for flight or defence ; and he was feixed without 
refinance by Harcia, and conduced to the king°^. In 
thole violent times, the laws were fo much negleSed on 
both fides, that, even where they might, without any 
fenfible inconvenience, have been oblerved, the con- 
querors deemed it unncceffary to pay any regard to them. 
Lancafter, who was guilty of open rebellion, and was 
taken in arms againft his fovereign, inftead of being tri^ 
ed by the .laws of his country, which pronounced the 
fentence of death againft him, was condemned by a 
court-martial ", afid led to execution. Edward, how- 
ever little vindidive in his natural temper, here indul* 
ged his revenge, and praSifcd againft the prifoner the 
fame indignities, which had been exercifed by his orders 
againft Gavafton. He was cloathed in a mean atthie, 
placed on a lean jade without a bridle, a hood was put 
on his head, and in this pofture, attended by the accla- 
mations of th* people, this prince was conduced to aft 
eminence nfear Pomfret, one of his own caftles, and there 
beheaded ^ 

Thus periflied Thomas carl of Lancafter, the firft 
prince of the blood, and one of the moft potent barons 
who had ever been in England. His puHic cohdud 
fofficiently dlfcovers the violence and ttttbulency of his 
charaSer: His private deportment appears not to have 
been more innocent * : And his hypocritical devotion, 
by which he gained the favour of the monks and po- 
pulace, will rather be regarded as an aggravation than 
an alleviation of his guilts Badlefmere, Giffafd, Bar- 
ret, Cheyney, Fleming, and about eighteen of the moft 
notorious offenders, were afterwards condemned by a le- 
gal trial and were executed **. Many were thrown into 
prifon : Others made iheir *fcape beyond fea : Some of 

the 

<* T.delaMore, p. 596. Walfing. p. 116- ^ Tyrrel, 
vol. lu p- 291. from OKreconis. ^ LelMd*^ C(A, vol. L p. 
668. ^ Knyghtott, p.. 2540. ^ Higdeo, lib. 7. cpp. 
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the king's fervants were rewarded fmm the' forfyta^s;^HAjPf 
Harcla received for his fervices the earldom of Carlifle-^^ , ^^ \ 
and a large eftate, which he foon ^fter forfeited 'with his ^*^'^^*]^. 
life, for a treafonable cbrrefpondence with the king of **3*** 
Scotland ^. But the greateft part of all thofe vaft efdieats 
Was Teizcd by young Spenfer, whx)fe rapacity was in- 
fatiable^. Many of the barons of the king's party were 
difgufted with this partial divifion of the fpbib : Th^ 
envy againft Spenfer rofe higher than ever: 'The ufual 
infolence of his temper, raifed by fuccefs, impelled him 
to commit many afts of violence^. The people, who 
always hated him, made him ftill more the objeS of 
averfion : All the relations of the attainted Ijarons and 
gentlemen fecretly vowed fevenge : And' tho' tranquillity 
was in appearance reftored to the kingdom, the general 
contempt of the king and odium againft Spcfnfet, bred 
dangerous humours, the fource of future revolctibns amf 
convulfions. 

In this fituation no fuccds could be expeSfed from 
foreign wars ; and Edward, after making one mbrc fruit- 
lefs attempt againft Scotland, whence he retreated with 
difhonour, found it neccffary to terminate hoftilities with 
that kingdom, by a truce of thirteen years * : Robert, 
the' his title to the crown was not acknowledged in th6 
treaty, was fatisfied with enfuring his poffeffion of it 
during fa long a time. He had repelled with gallantry 
all the attacks of England : He had carried war bottf in* 
to that kingdom and into Ireland : He had rcrjefted with 
difdain the pope's authority, who pretended to impofe his 
commands upon bim, and oblige him to make peace 
with his enemies : His throne was firmly eftabliftied, a$ 
well in the afF^aions of his fubjeSs, as by fofce of arms t 
Yet there naturally remained fome inquietude in hii 
mind, while at war with a ft ate, which, however aft pre- 
fent difordered by fa£tion, was of itfelf fo much an over- 
match for him both in riches and in numbers of people^ 
And this truce was, at the fame time, the more ieafonable 
for England ; becaufe the nation was in that junflnre 
threatened with hoftilities from France. 

Vol- II. U Philip 

** Rymer; Ybl. in. p. 943. Walfihg. p. 118. ^ R^er,, 
▼ol. iii. p. ^88, 994, 999. vol. iv. p. 4. Waliiiig. p. 118* 
Ypod. Neuft. p. 505. P Dugd. voL i. p. J93. ^Du^. 
vol. i. p. 393. T. de la More, p. 597. ? |l:yintr, vol. lii 
p. lozz. Murimuth, p. 60, 
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CH APii Pmnp the Fair, king of Frap<;c, who died in 1315, 
XJV. had left the crown to his fon Lewis Hutin, who, after 

^■^^'^^^"^ a fliort reign, dying without male iffue, was fticc^eded 
*1H* by Philip the Long, his brother, whole de^th (oon after 
made way for Charles th^ Fair, the ypungeft biotber of 
that family- This monarch had fonje reafons of com- 
plaint againft the king's minifters in. Guienne; and as 
there was no common nor equitable judg^ in thajt firang^ 
fpecies of fovereignty, eftabliftied by the feudal law, he 
feemed dtfirous to take advantage p£^ Edwaifd's wcaknefs, 
and under that pretence, to confifc^e all his foreigii 
dominions^* After an embaffy by the earl of Kent, the 
kitig*s brother, had been^tried in vain, qii/een Ifahella Qb- 
taincd permiflion to go over to Paris, a^d endeavour to^ 
adjuft, in an amicable manner, the. difference with her 
brother ^ : But while ihe ^as nuking fomc progrefi m 
Ihb n^ociation, Charles ftarted a new pretenilon, th« 
' juftice of ^hich could not be difputed, that £d.war4 
hlmklf ftiouid appear in his court, and dp. homage for 
the tees which he held in France ^. But there occujTed 
many difBoikies in pompLying with thus demand. Young 
Spenier, by whom the king was implicitly governed, had 
unavoidably been engaged in many quarrels with the 
queen, who afpired to the Came authority ; and tho' t^at 
^ftil princefs, on her leaving England, had di{remble4 
tier animofity ^, Spenfer, well acquainted with her fe- 
o^et (eijitiments, was unwilling to attend his mailer to 
Paris, s^nd appear in a court where her credit might exr 

E3fe him to infults, if not to danger. He hefttat^d no 
fs on allowing the king to make the journey alone ; both 
fearing,^ left that eafy prince fhould in his abfence faU 
vnder. I'omc other influence, and forefeeing the perils, to 
whichjhe himfelf fhould be expofed, if, without the pr<>- 
132s* ^^ip^ of ^oysA authority, he remained in England, 
whei^ be was fo generally hated. While thefe dpubts 
l^ed delays and difficulties, Ifabella propofed, that Ed- 
^i^d(hp^l4 reiign the dominion of Guienne, to his fon, 
94^ thirteen years of age ; and that the prince fliould 
come to Paris, and dp the homage which every vaflal 

owed 

5, Rjmer, vol iv. p. 74, 98. '^ Rjmer,. ypl »h p^ 140. 
Mvpouth). pf 63. ^ T-. de la More, p. 596. Waliipg. p^ 
lii^. Ypod. Neoft, p, 505. Rferimuth, p. 60. ]«^ Rjonpi^ 
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bWed to his ftiperior lord^. This expedient^ whithCHA#. 
Teemed fo happily to remove all difRciihies, was imme- XIV. 
diately complied with : Spcnfer was charmed with the ^— ■v''*^, 
contrivance; Young Edward Was fcnt to Paris : And the ^3*S* 
ruin, covered under this fatal fnarc, was never perceived^ 
ijor fufpeSed, by any of the Englifh council. 

The queen, on her arrival in France, had found 
there a great number of Englifh fugitives^ the remains of 
the Lancadrian faction ; and their common hatred of 
Spenfer foon bred a fecret friendfhip and correfpondence 
between them and that princcfs. Among the reft wa^ 
young Roger Mortimer, a potent baron m the WeKh 
marches, who had been oWiged^ with others, to make 
his fubmiffion to the king, had been condemned for high 
treafon ; bnt having received a pardon for his Kfe, was 
nftcrwards detainedin the Tower, with an intention of 
rendering his confinement perpetual. He was fo fortu-r 
nate as to make his efcape into France^ ; and being one 
of the moft conftderable oerfons now remaining of the 
party, as well as diftingUifhed by his violent animolity 
sgaLtntl Spenfer, be was eafily admitted to pay his court 
to queen ifabelfa. The graces of his perfon and addre& 
advaneetf Mm quidtly in her afFeftiotis: He became her 
confident and cQunfellor in all her meafures : And gaining 
daily ground upon her heart, he engaged her to lacrifice 
at laft, to her paffion, all the fentiments of honour and 
of fidelity to her hufband *. Hating now the man, whom CohlfHra^ 
fhe had if]jurcd, and whom fhe never valued, (he entered cv a^ainil 
cordially rrrto all Mortimer*s confpiracies ; and having the king* 
artfully got into her hands the young prince, and heir of 
the monarchy, fhe refohred on the utter ruin of the king, 
as weH as of his favourite. She engaged her brother to 
enter into this criminal purpofe : Her court was daily 
fufl of the exiled barons : Mortimer lived in the moft 
<teclared intitnacy with her: A correfpondencewasfecretly 
carried on widi the malcontent party inEnglamd: And 
when Edward, informed of thefe alarming circuinftaiices^ 
required her fpecdBy to return with the prince, flie pub- 

U 2 licly 

* Rymw, vof. iv. p. 163, 164, 165. Walfing. p. ito^ 
T. dc la lAofCy p^. ^97. Murimnth, p. 64. *^ Rytoer, voL 
iv. p.7, 8, 20. T. de la More, p. 596. Walfing. p. 120. 
Ypod. Neuft. p. 506. 2 T* dc la More, p. 598. Mwri- 
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C H AP.Udy replied, that {he would never fer foot in the klng- 
XIV. dom, till Spenfer was for ever removed from his prefence 

J-^^v^ -'and councils: A declaration^ which procured her great 
'3*5- popularitY in England, and threw a decent veil on all her 
treafonahle enterpizes. 

Edward endeavoured to put himfelf in a poflure of 
defence ^ ; but befides the difficulties arifing from his own 
indolence and flender abilites, and the want of authority^ 
which of confequence attended all his refolutions, it was 
not eafy for him, in the prefent date of the kingdom and 
revenue, to maintain a conftant force, ready to repel 
an invafion, which lie knew not at what time or place he 

Infunec- had reafon to exped. All his efforts, were unequal to 

tions. the traiterous and hoftile confpiracies, which both at home 
and abroad were forming againfl his authority, and which 
were daily penetrating tarAer even into his own Esunily. 
His brother, the earl of Kent, a virtuous but weak prince, 
who was then at Paris, was engaged by his fUler-in-law, 
and by the king of France, who was alfo his coufin- 
german, to give countenance to the invafion, whofe fole 
obje&, he'believed, was the expulfion of the Spenfers: 
He prevailed on his elder brother, the earl of Norfolk, to 
enter fecretly into the fame defign : The earl of Leiceftcr, 
brother,. and heir of the earl of Lancafler, had too many 
reafony for his hatred of thefe miniflers, to refufe hb 
concurrence. Walter de Reynel, archbifhop of Can- 
terbury, and many of the prelates expreffed their ap- 
probation of the queen's meafures : Several of the moft 
potent barons, envying the exorbitant authority of the 
favourite, were ready to fly to arms: The minds of the 
people, by means of fome tmths and many calunmies, 
were flrongly difpofed to the fame party : And there need- 
ed but the appearance of the queen and prince, with 
fuch a body oi foreign troops, as might be fufficient to 
give her protedion againfl immediate violence, to turn all 
thb tempefl, fp arttully prepared, againfl the unhappy 
Edward. / 

1306. Charles, tho' he gave countenance and afTiflanceto 
the fa&ion, w^s afhamed openly to fupport the queen 
and prince, againfl the authority of a hufband and father ; 
and Ifabella was obliged to court the alliance of fome 
other foreign potentate, from whofe dominions fhe might 

A Rymcr, vol. iv. p. 184, 188, azs- 
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fet out on her intended enterprize. For this purpofe, C H A K' 
(he affianced young Edward, whofe tender age made XIV. 
him incapable to judge of the confeqiiences, with Phi- ^"^""'^'^^^ 
lippa, daughter of the count of Holland and Hainault^ ; *3*^» 
.and having by the open affiftance of this prince, and the 
fecret proteftion of her brother, inlifted in her fervice 
near 3000 men, ihe fet out from the harbour of Dort, 
and landed fafely, and without oppofit ion, on the coaft 24th Sept. 
of Suffolk. The earl of Kent was in her company: 
Two other princes of the blood, the carl of Norfolk, 
and the earl of Leicefter, joined her foon after her land- 
ing with all their followers: Three prelates, the bi{hops 
of Ely, Lincoln, and Hereford, brought her both the 
force of their vaffals and the authority of their charadcr^ ; 
Even Robert de Watteville, who had been fent by the 
king to oppofc her progrefs in SuflFolk, defqrted to her 
with all his forces. To render her caufe more favour* 
able, ihe renewed her declaration that the fole purpofe of 
her enterprize was to free the king and kingdom from 
the tyranny of the Spenfcrs, and of chancellor Baldoc, 
their creature ^. The populace were allured by her fpe- 
cious pretences; The barons thought themfelves feoire 
againft forfeitures by the appearance of the prince of ^ 
Wales in her army: And a weak irrefolutc king, fup- 
ported by minifters generally odious, was aliogeiher un- 
able to ftem this torrent, which bore with fuch irrefiftiblc 
violence againft him. 

Ed-ward, after trying in vain to roufe the citizens 
of London to fome fenfe of loyalty ^, departed for the 
weft, where he hoped to meet with a better reception ; 
and he had no fooner difcovered his weaknefs by leaving 
the city, than the rage of the populace broke out with- 
out controul againft him and his minifters. They firfl; 
plundered and then murdered all thofe who were obnoxi- 
pus to them : They feized the biftiop of Exeter, a vir- 
tuous and loyal prelate, as he was paHing through the 
ftreefs; and having beheaded him, they threw his body 
into the river ^. They made themfelvcs maflers of the 
Tower byfarprize^ and then entered into a formal af- 

. fociation \ 
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CH A P.|bciation fo put to death, without mercy^ every one wbo 
5nV. (hould dare to oppofe the ente^pri^e ot cjueen Ilabella, 
' and pf the prince ^. A like fpirit was foon communica- 
ted to aP cdier parts of Ejieiand; and threw the few 
fervants of the king, who ftill entertained thoughts of 
performing their duty, into terror and aftoniOipaent. 

Edward was hotly purfued to Briftol by the earl of 
Kent^ feconded by the foreign forges under John d^ 
Hainault. He foi^nd himf^lf difappointed in his expec- 
tations with regard to the loyajty of thofe pjirts ; and he 
pafled over to Wales, where, he flatterea himfelf^^ his 
name i^ras more popular, and >yhich he hoped to 604 
uninfc€bed with the contagio|i of general rag(^ which had 
feized the Englifli ^. The elder Spenfcr, lately created 
earl of IVincbefteri was left governor of the caftle of 
Briftot ; t>ut the garrifon mutinied againft him, and he 
was delivered i|ito the bands of his enemies. This ver 
nerable noble, wbo had reached the ninetiejii year of hi) 
i^e, w^ inftandy, without a trial, or witnefs, or accufa-* 
tion, or anfwo*, condenmed to death by the rebeUioiis 
barons: jfle was banged on a gibbet; his body was cut 
in piecesj and thrown to the dogs ' ; and his head was 
fcnt to Winchcfter, the place w^ofe tit|c he bore, and 
was there fet on a pole^ and expofed to the iDfuks of the 
populace. 

' The kii^ difappointed anew In his expedations of 
fuccours from the Welfti, topk (hipping for Ireland ; but 
being drove back b|y contrary winds, he endeavoured to 
conceal himfelf in the mountains of Wale$: He was foon 
difcovered^ was put under the cuftody pf the earl of 
Leicefter, and wa§ confined in the caftle of Kenilworth. 
The younger Spepfer, his favourite, who alfo fell into 
the hands of his enemies, was executed, like his father, 
without any appeapncis of a legal trial "^r The earl of 
Arundel, almoft the only man of his rank in England, 
yrhohad maintained his loyalty, was aifp, without any 
trial, put to death at the inftigation of Mortimer: Bal- 
doc, the chanpellor, being a pncft, could not with fafety 
be fo fuddeiily difpatched ; tmt being font to the biibop 

of 

^ Walfing p. U4. H Murimpth, p. 67. ? Leland'^ 
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of Hereford's houfe in London, hfe w^ thef^ ashis'CHA]^, 
enemies, probably forefaw, feized bythie {)6puiace, was 
thrown into Newgate, and fooii after e^ired, firoifi the 
cruel ufage which he had received \ Even the uTuM 
reverence, jiaid to the facerdolal charaQer, gave way, 
with every other confideration, to the prefent rage of the 
people. 

The queen, to avail herfelf of the prevailing delu- T'^^'^g^ 
lion, futtimoncd, in the king's naiftc, a parliatnent at^^^"^^*"*^' 
Weftminfter; whfere, together with the power of her '3*7- 
army, and the authority of her partizans amdng thfe ba- 
rons, who were concerned to fecure their paft trealbnsby 
cottimitting new afta of violencfe againft their fofvereign, 
Ihfe expeftcd to be feconded by the fury of t^e populace, 
the moft dangerous of aU ihftfumerits, and the leaft aa- 
fwerabte for their excefffcs. A cWge was driwil up 13th Jai^ 
agJainft the king, in which, even tho' it was framed by 
his inveterate enemies, nothing but his narrow genius, 
or his misfortunes, were objefted to him: For the gre^teft 
tnalice foilnd no particular cringe with which it could re- 
proach this unhappy prince. He v^as accufed of incapa- 
city for government, of wafting hbtime in idle amufe* 
ments, of negleAing publie bufinefs, of being fwayed by 
tvil counfellorfe, of having loft, by his mifcondu«, the 
kingdom of Sobtlaiid, s(ndt>artof uuienne; andtofwelji 
the charge, even the death of fome baroiis, and. the im- 

1>rifohment of fome J>relates, conyi&ed of tre^fon, were 
aid to his account^. It was iq vain, amijft the vio- 
lence of arms add tumult of the people^ to ^peal either 
to law or reafOn : The depOfition of the king, withovt 
any appearitig oppofitioH, l^as vdtcd by parliament ; The 
prince, already declared regent by his party *', was placed 
on the throne : And a d^utatioh was fent to Edward at 
Kenil^rth, t6 require his reiignatipUi which menaces 
and terror foon tpxtorted from him. 

But it was impoi&ble, that the people, however corr 

• rupted by the barbarity of the times, ftillfarthet- enflam^ 

by faSion, eould for ever remain ihfenfible tp the voiae 

ot nature. A wife, Whd had firtt deferted, next inn 

vaded, and then dethroned herhdband: Who Had made 

her 
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C H A P. b^ infant fpn an ipftniment ip this unnatural treatment 
XIV. of his father : Who had by lying pretences fj^duccd the 

^-rv— **^ nation into a rebellion agajnft their fovereign : Who ha^ 

'3*7« puihed them into violences sjpd cruelties, th^t hgd dif- 

honoured them : All thofe circumflances were fo odious 

in themfelyes^ and formed fuch a complicated fqene of 

guilt, that the leaft refleftion fufficed to open mens eyes, 

. - ^ and. make them deteft this flagrant infringement of 
every public and private dijty, The fpfpicions whi^^i 
iFoon arofe of Ifabe)la*s criminal cpmmerce with Mprti- 
mer, the proofs which daily broke put of (his part of her 

Suih, encr^afed the general abhorrence agaipft h^ ; an^l 
er impudent hypocrify, in publicly bjcwailing with teajs 
the kin^s unhappy fate ^, was not ablp to deceive even 
the mo(t flupid and moft prejudiced of her adherents. 
In proportion as the queen became the objed of public 
iiatrcd, the dethroned monarch, who fiad been the vic- 
tim of her crimes and her ambition, was regarded with 
pity, with friendfhip, with veneration ; and nien be- 
came fenfible, that all his mifcpndufl, which fafiion ha^ 
fb much exaggerated, ha|l been owing to the unavoidable 
weaknefs, not to any voluntary depravity, of his charac- 
ter. The earl oiF Leicefter, now earl of Lancafter, to 
whofe cuftody he had been committed, was foon touched 
with thefe generous fentiments ; and befides ufing his 
prifoner with gentlenefs and humanity, he was fufpeded 
to have entertained (fill more honourable intentions in his 
favour. The "king, therefore, was taken oqt pf his 
hands, and delivered over to the lofd Berkeley, and 
Mautravers, and Gournay, who were intruded alternate- 
!)r, each for a month, with the charge of guarding 
him. While he was in Berkeley's cuftody, he was ftill 
ufed with the gentlenefs due to his rank and his jnisfof- 
tunes; but when the turn of Mautravers^ and Gournay 
came, every fpecies of indignity was praSifcd a^ainft 
him, as if their intention ^ad been to brealt entirely the 
prince's fpirit, and to employ his forrows and afflifiionj, 
inftead of Aiore violent and more dangerous expedient^, 
• for theinflruments of his murder ' . It. Is reported^ that 
/ one day, when Edward was to^be'lhaved, they ordered 

cold and dirty water to be brought from the ditch for 

that 

V ® -WaHing. p. 126, ■ ^ Anonymi Hi& p. 838. 
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tiiat purpofc ; and when he defired it to be changed, and CHAP, 
was ftill denied his requeft, he fcurft out imp tears, XIV. 
which bedewed his cheeks; and he exclaimed, that, in^^ — v-^*-* 
fpite of their infolence, he ftiould be Ihaved with clean ^3^7- 
and warm water ^ But as this means for laying Edward 
in his grave appeared ftill too flow to the impatient Mor- 
timer, he fecretly fent orders to the two keepers, who 
were at his devotion, inftantly todifpatchhim; andthefe 
ruffians contrived to make the manner of his death as 
^uel and barbarous as poflible. Taking advantage of 
Berkeley's ficknefs, in whofe cuftody he then was, and 
>vho was thereby incapacitated from attending his i:harge ^ j 
they came to Berkeley-caflle, and put themfelves in pof- 
ieflion of the king's perfon. They threw him on theaiSSept. 
bed ; held him down violently with a table, which they The km^ 
flung over him ; thruft into his fundament^ a red-hot iron,tnurdeied. 
>vhich they inferted thro' a horn ; and tho' the outward 
marks of violence upon his perfon were prevented by this 
expedient, the horrid deed was difcovered to all the 
guards and attendants by the fcreams, with which the 
^onizing kipg flU^d the caflle^ while his bowels were 
confuming^. 

Go URN 4 Y and Mautravers were held in deteftation 
by all mankijod ; and when the enfuing revolution in 
England threw their proteQors from power, they found 
it neceflary to provide for their fafety by flying the king«< 
dom. Gournay was afterwards feized at Marfeilles, de- 
livered over to the fenefchal of Guienne, put on board 
gi fliip with a view of carrying him over to England ; 
but was beheaded at fea, by fecret orders, as was fup- 
pofed, from fome nobles and prelates in England, anxi- 
ous to prevent any difcovery, which he might make of 
his accomplices '^^ Mautravers concealed himfelf for fe- 
yeral years in Germany ; but having found means of 
rendering fome fervice to Edward IIJ. he ventured to ap- 
proach his perfon, threw himfelf on his kne^s before him, 
Submitted to piercy, and receivefj ^ pardon "• 

It 

^T. dc la .More, p. 602. ^ Cotton's Abridg. p. 8. 
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p. 600. 
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HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 
It is not eafy to imagine a man more innocent and 
inoffeniiKe than the unhappy King, whofe tragical death 
^we have related; nor a prince lefa fitted for governing 
}l^7' that fierce and turbulent people, fubjeded to his autho- 
His Cha- ^\^^ H^ ^^^3 obliged to devolve on others the weight of 
rader. government^ which he had neither ability nor inclin^on 
to bear: Tlie fame indolence and want of penetration 
led him to make choice ^ minifters and favourite, who 
were not always the beft qualified for the truft commit- 
ted ^o them: The feditious grandees, pleafcd with his 
weaknefs, yet complaining ot it ; under pretence of at- 
tacking his minifters, infuhed his perfon and invaded his 
authority : And the impatient populace, ignorant of the 
fource of their grievances, tlirew ail the blame upon the 
king, and encreafed the public diforders by their fa&ion 
and violence. It was in vain to look for proteftion from 
the laws, whofe voice, always feeble in Hiofe times, was 
not beard amidft the din of arms : What could not de- 
fend the king was left able to give ftielter to any of the 
people: The whole machine of government was torn in 
pieces with fory any violence : And men, inftcad of re* 
gretting the manners of their age, and the forrti of theii* 
tonftitution, which required the mpft Ready and moft 
flLilfiil hand to condud them, imputed all errors to the pet* 
fon, who had the misfortune to be entrutted with the reins 
of empire. 

But tho* fuch miftakes be natural and almoft unavoid-^ 
able while the events are recent, it is a fliamefal dduQon 
in modern hiftorians, to imagine, that all the antient prin- 
ces, who were unfortunate in their government, were al- 
fo tyrannical in their condua, and that the feditiolis of 
the people proceeded always from fome invafion of their 
liberties and privileges by the monarch. Even a great 
and a good king was not in that age fecure againft fadioa 
and rebellion, as appears in the cafe of Henry 11. but a 
great king had the bed chance, as we learn frorti 
the hiftory of the fame period, for queBing ami 
fobduing them. Compare the reigns and charaders of 
Edward I. and 11. The father made feveral violent at- 
tempts agamft the liberties of the people: His barons op- 
pofcdhini: He was obliged, at Icaft found it prtfdent, to 
lubmit: But as they dreaded his valour and abilities, IheV 
-^re cotitemed with reafoftable fatisfaaion, and ptifted 
farther their advantages againft him. The facUfiy an* 

weak« 
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iveaknefe of the fon, not his violence, threw every thing intoc H A P- 
pcMifuiion : The laws and government were overturned : XIV. 
An attempt to reinftate them was an unpardonable crime: ' — ■^/-*-' 
And no atonement, but the depofition and tragical death <3^7* 
of the king himfclf, could give thefe barons content- 
ment. It is eafy to fee, that a conftitution, which de- 
pended fo much on the perlbnal charafter, of the fove- 
reign, mud neceflarily, in many of its parts, be a go- 
vernment of will, not of laws. But always to throw^ 
without diilinSion, the blame of all diforders upon the 
prince, would introduce a fatal error in politics^ and 
ierve as a perpetual apology for treafon and rebellion: As 
if the turbulency of the great, and madnefs of the peo- 
ple, were not, equally with the tyranny of princes, evib 
HKident to human fociety, and no kfs carefully to be 
guarded agarnft in every well regulated conftitution. 

While thefe abominable fcenes paffed in En^and, Mifceg^^ 
the theatre of France was ftained with a wickednefs equal- ncous 
ly barbarous, and ftill more public and deliberate. Thetran^c- 
order of knights templars had arifen during the firft fer-tionsdu- 
your of the crufades; and uniting the two qualities the "ng this 
moft popular in that age, devotion and valour^ and ex-^^'g°T 
erciiing both in the moft popular of all enterprizes, the 
defence of the Holy Land, they had made rapid ad- 
vances in credit and authority, and had acquired, fronqi 
Jhe piety of the faithful, very ample poffeffions in every 
country of Europe, efpecially in France. Their great 
jriches, joined to the courfe of time, had, by de- 
grees, relaiced the feverity of thefe virtues; and th^ 
templars h^d in a great meafure loft that popularity, 
which firft raifed them to honour and diftin^ion. Ac^ 
quainted from experience with the fatigues and dangers 
of thofe frjiitlels expeditions to the Eaft, they chofe ra- 
ttier to enjoy in eafe their opulent revenues in Europe : 
And being all of them men of birth, educated, accord- 
ing tpthe cuftom of that age, without any tinSure of 
tetters, they fcorned the ignoble occupations of a mo- 
naftic life, and paffed their time wholly in the fafhiona- 
Ne amufemenfs of hunting, gallantry, and the pleafures 
pf the table. Their rival order, that of St. John of 
Jerufalem, whofe poverty had as yet preferved them from 
like corruptions, ftill diftinguiftied tbemfelves by their 
enterprixes agatnft the infidels, and fucceeded to all the 
popularity, which was loft by the indolence and luxury 
' '" - ■•■;'■ ^f 
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C H A P. of the templars. But though thefe caufes had weakened 
XIV. the foundations of this order, once fo celebrated and re- 

^*— v*"*^ vered, the immediate fource of their deftruftion proceed- . 
■3^7- ed 6om the cruel and vindiftive fpirit of Philip the Fair, 
who having entertained a private difguft againd fome 
eminent templars, determined to gratify at once his 
avidity and revenge, by involving the whole order in 
one undiilinguiihed ruin. On no better information, 
than that of two knights, condenuied by their fuperiors 
to perpetual imprifonn^ent for their vices and profligacy ; 
be ordered on one day all the templars of France to be 
committed to prifon, and imputed to them fuch enor- 
mous and abfurd crimes, as are fufEcent of themfelves to 
deftroy all the credit of the accufation. Befides their 
being univerfally charged with murder, robbery, and vices 
the moft (hocking to nature ; every one, it was pretend-, 
ed, whoin they received into their order, was obliged to 
renounce his Saviour, to fpit upon the aofs^, and to 
join to this impiety the, fuperftition of worfhipping a gild- 
ed head, which was fecretly kept in one of their houfes 
at Marfeilles. They a4fo initiated, it was faid, every 
candidate by fuch infamous rites, as could ferve to na. 
other purpofe, than to degrade the order in his eyes, and 
to deftroy for ever the autliority of all his fuperiors over 
him ^. Above an hundred of thefe unhappy gentlemea 
were put to the queftion, in order to extort from them 
a confeflion of their guilt : The more obftinate periflied 
in the hands of their tormentors : Several, to procure 
immediate eafe in the viplence of their agonies, ac- 
knowledged whatever was required of them: Forged 
confefSons were imputed to others ^ : And Philip, as if 
their guilt were now certain, proceeded to a connfcation 
of all their treafures. But no fooner had the templars 
recovered from their tortures, than preferring theraoft 
cruel execution to a life with infamy, they difavowed 
the'u- confeffions, exclaimed againft the forgeriei, jufti-? 
fied the innocence of their order, and appealed to all 
the gallant aftions, performed by them in antient or lat-r 
ter times, as a full apology for |hei^ condud. Th^ 

tyrant, 

^ Rymer, vol. fir. p 51, lar. * It vras pretended, 

that he kilTed the knights who received him on the mouth, na? 
vcl and breech. Dupuy, p. ?S, 16. Wal£ p. 99. ^ Ver-j 
tot, hift. deChey. de M«J^c>'vol/ii. P. 127, 130, &c. 
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tyrant, enraged at this difappointment, and thinking him- C H A F* 
felf now engaged in honour to proceed to extremities, XIV. 
ordered fifty-four of them, whom he branded as relap- ^— v*-*^ 
fed heretics, to perifli by the punifhment of fire in his ^3*7- 
capital ^ : Great numbers expired after a Uke manner in 
other parts of the kingdom : And when he found, that 
the perfeverance of thefe unhappy vifkims, in juftifying 
to the kft their innocence, had made deep impreffion on 
the fpe£tators, be endeavoured to overcome the conftancy 
of the templars by newinluimanities. The grand mafter 
of the order, John de Molay, and another great oflScer, 
brother to the fovereign of Daupbine, were, conduced 
to a fcafFoW, ercQed before the church of Notredame, at 
Paris; A fiil pardon was offered them on the one hand^ 
The fire, deftined for their execution, was fliewn to them 
on the other': Thefe gallant nobles ftill perfffted in the 
proteftations of their own innocence and that of their or- 
der ; and were inftantly hurried into the flames by the exe- 
cutioner ^. 

In all this barbarous injtiftice, Clement V. who was 
the creature of Philip, and then refided in France, fully 
concurred ; and without examining tt witnefs, or mak'rag 
any enquiry into the truth of fa^s, he fummarrly, by 
the plenitude of his apoftolic power, abolifhed the whcSe 
order. The templars all over Europe were thrown in- 
to prifon; their condufii: underwent a ftrifl: fcrutiny; 
the power of their enemies ftill purfued and c^preued 
them ; but no where, except in France, were the fmaH* 
<ft traces of their guilt pretended to be found. England 
fent back an ample teftimony of their piety and morals; 
but as the order was now annihilated, the knights were 
<iiftributed into feveral convents, and their poITeffions 
were, by command of the pop^, transferred to the order 
of St. John*. We now proceed to relate fome other de- 
tached trarifaSions of the prefent period. 

T«E kingdom of England was afllifted with a grievous 
famine during feveral years of this reign. Perpetual 
rains and could weather, not only deftroyed the harveft, 
but bred a mortality among the cattle, and raifed every 

; kind 

^ Vertot, vol. li. p. 132. Trivet, cent. p. 8. ^ Ver- 
tot, vol. ii. p. 14Z. * Rymer, vol. iii, p, 323. 956. vol, 
Jv.p. 47. ypod.N0uft. p. 506. 
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CH A P. kind of food to an enorinous priced The parliame^^ 
XIV. in 151 5» endeavoured to fix more moderate rates on com- 

^■*"^'^*'*^ modities ; not fenfible that fuch an attempt was imprac-* 
*i*7* ticable, and that, were it poffiUe to reduce the price 
of food by any other expedient than introducing plenty, 
nothing could be more pernicious and deftru&ive to the 
public* Where the produce of a year, for inftancc, 
falls fo far (hort, as to afford full fubfiftence only for nine 
months, the only expedient for making it laft all the 
twelve, is to raife the prices, to put the people by that 
means on (hort allowance, and oblige them to fpare their 
food, till a more plentiful vear. But in reality, the en- 
creafe of prices is a neceffiary confequence of fcarcity ; 
and laws, inftead of preventing it, only encreafe the 
evil, by cramping and retraining commerce. The par- 
liament accordingly, in the enfuing ye^, repealed their 
ordinance, which they had found ufelefa and burden* 
fome^. 

The prices affixed by the parliament are fomewhat 
remarkable : Two pounds eight {hiillngs of our prefent 
money for the beft ox, not fed with corn: If fed wtd% 
jcora, three pounds twelve (billings : A fat hog of tw9 

icars old^ ten (hillings : A fat wether unfhom, a crown : 
i ihornv. three (hilliii^ and fix pence : A fat goofe, fe* 
veiir penc^ halfpenny : A fat capon. Ox p#iice : A fat 
hen^ three pence : Two chickens, three pence : Four 
B^i^onSr three pence : Two doz^n of egg^, three pence ^« 
If we coniider theie prices, we ihaU End that butchers 
meat, in this time of great karcity, rmx& ilill have been 
fold by the parliamentary ordinance, three times che^er 
thao our middling prices at prefent ; Poultry fomewhat 
lower ; becaufe^ being now confidered as a delicacy, it 
has rifen Ibcjond its proportion, la the country places of 
Ireland and Scotland, were delicacies hex no price, 
poultry is at prefent as cheap^ if not cheaper, than bu^ 
dier*s meat. But the inference I would draw from the 
comparifonpf prices is (till more coafiderable: I fuppofe 
that the rates, affixed by parliaQ)ent« wete inferior tathe 
ufiial market pf ices^ in thofe years of famine and mor- 
tahty of cattle ; and that thefe commodities, inflead of 
a third, had really rifen to a half of the prefent value. 

But 

^ Trivet, cont. p. 17, i8. ^ W«IKpm>7. * R«^ 
Pari. 7 Edw. n. n. 35, 36. Ypod. Ncu(t p. 50a. 
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B«t tlie faooinc at that time wsi fo confeneung^ that wheat C H A P« 
was fQmetiaui9 foU for above ibur pounds ten ftilUngs a XIV. 
quarter ^ ^ uhi^Uy for tbr^e pounds ^ ; that is, confidera- ^— ^v**-» 
Wy above twice our middling prices. A certain proof of '3*7* 
t^e wretched ftate of tillage in thofe ages. We for- 
merly found that the middling price of corn in that per 
riod was a half of the prefent. value ; while the middling 
price of cattle: was only an eighth part : We here find 
the (anoe ii^meufe difproportion in years of fcarcity. U ' 
may thence he inferred with certainty, that the raifing of 
corn WAS; a fp^cies of manufadory, which few in that age 
could praSiie with advantage: And there b reafon to 
thinkji that other manufadures more refined, were fold 
even beyond their prices : At leaft there is a demonflra- 
tion for it in the reign of Henry VIL from the prices 
affixed to fcarlet and other hrpad cloths by ad of parlia* 
ment. During aU thofe times, it was uiital for the 
princes, and great nobility to make fettlements of thenr 
velvet bedaand, filken robes, in the fame manner as of 
their eftates and manors^. In the lift of jewels and 
plate, which had belonged to the oftentatious Gavafton^ 
^nd which the king recovered from the earl of Lancafr 
ter after the murder of that favourite, we find fome emr 
broidered girdles, fiowered fhirta, and filk waiflcoats ^ k 
was afterwards one article of aiccufation agatnft that po* 
tent and opulent earl, when tried for hb life, that he 
bad purloined foaie of thefe effe€b of GavaAon. The 
ignorance of thofe ages in maoufadures, and efpieciaUy in 
tiUage^ is a dear proof that they were far from being po-^ 
puilous. 

All trade and nsanufa^res indeed were then at a 
very low efeb. . The only country in the Borthem parts ©f 
Europe, where they feem to ha^e rt£en to any tolerable 
^gree ofios^proveinent, was Flanders. When Robert, 
earl of tha^ cowtry, was applied to by Edward, and was 
4eiired to break <^ commerce with the Scots, whom 
£dwacd caUed his rebels, and rq>refented as ex€ommuni«> 
cated on that' account by the dmrch^ the eaii replied^ 
that Flanders was always coniidered as common and free 
and open to aU natit^nsT^. 

Thi 

^ Murimnthy p. 48. Walfingham, p. 108, fajrs it rofe to 
4« pound}!. ^ YtKxl Neuft. p. joa. Trivet, co«S. p. 18. 
^ thigdale paffim. ^ Rymer, vol. iii. p, 3M. ^ Ibjd 
p. 770. 
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CH A ?• The petition of the elder Spenferto parliament^ coiti- 
XIV. plaining of the devaftation committed on his lands by the 

^-'"v'^^ barons, contains feveral particulars, which are curious^ 
•3^7* and diicover the manners of the age ^. He affirms, that 
they had ravaged fixtjr three manors belonging to him, 
and he makes his loffcs amount to 46,000 pounds; that 
is, to 138,000 of our prefent money. Among other par- 
ticulars, he enumerates a8,oooiheep, 1000 oxen and 
heifers, 1200 cows with their breed for two years, 560 
cart horfes, 2000 hogs, together with 600 bacons, 80 car* 
cafles of beef, and 600 muttons in the larder r ten tuns 
of cyder, arms for 200 men and other warlike engines 
and provifions. The plain inference is, that the greateft 
part of Spenfer's vaft eftate, as well as that of the other 
nobility, was farmed by the landlord himfclf, managed 
by his ftewards or bailiffs, and cultivated by his villains. 
Little or none of it was let on leafe to hitfbandmen : Its 
produce was confumed in ruftic hofpitality by the baron 
or his officers: A great number of idle retainers, ready 
for any diforder or miichief, were maintained by him : 
All who lived upon his eftate were abfoliitely at his difpo* 
fal: Inftead of applying to courts of iuftice, he ufually 
fought redrefs by open force and violence: The great 
nobility were a kind of independent potentates, who, if 
they fubmitted to any regulations at all, were leis govern- 
ed by the municipal law, than by a rude fpecies of the 
laws of nations. The method in which we find they 
treated the king's favourites, and minifters, is a proof of 
their ufual way of dealing U'ith each other. ^ A party, 
which complains of the arbitrary conduQ: of minifters, 
ought naturally to affefl: a great regard for the laws and 
conftitution, and maintain at leaft the appearance of juf- 
tlce in their proceedings: Yet thefe barons, when dif- 
contented, came to parUamem with an armed force, con- 
firained the king to affent to their meafures, and without 
any trial or witnefs or .conviftion, pafled, from the pre- 
tended notoriety of fa^, an aft of baniftiment or at- 
tainder againft the miniiler, which, on the firft revolu- 
tion of fortune, was reverfed by like expedients. The 
parliament, during faftious times, was nothing but the 
organ of prefent power. Tho* the perfonsof whom it 

was 

^ Brady's hift. vol ii, p, 143, fxoxaClp^C, isEdw. II.Ml 
14, Dors, in cedula. . .: ,-.- . . ' - ; 
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WW chiefly tbwipofbd, fecmcd -f tt tv^y great independence,' C H A P^ 
they 'really |>d0feflfed no true liberty; and the fecnrity of XIV. 
eadi individud among them; was ndt fo much dfetlv^d ^"■**>^'**^ 
fronn the general proteftion' df> h^, as ' ftfm^Vn '3*?- 
own privaite pd^er and -thjft ^-of ' his " considerate 
The jmthority"-df the mortartfch^ tho* far fronv aMblttt«^ 
v?as very iiic^ar,. and niight often reach hin^j Thfe 
current of a fadion might overwhelm him: A^humlreii 
confidemition^, of benefits and injuries, fnendibips and 
tinimofities, hopes and fears, Were able to infloence hii 
condu6^ ; and amidft thefe motives a regard to equity 
and hw and juitice was commonly, in thofe rude ages, 
of little mom^nt^ Nor did any man. entertain thoughts 
df oppofing ptcifent power, wIk) did not deem himfelf 
ftrong enough to difpute the field with it by force, attd 
was not prepared to give battle to ^he fdvereign or the n^ 
ing party. : : 

- Before I conclude this i^ign, I cannot forbear n^ak* 
ing another remark drawn from the detail of lofles givei^ 
in by the dde^^Spenfer ; particularly the great quantity 
of fait meat whrch he had in his larder, 600 bacons^ 80 
csrcafles of beef> 600 muttonsi We may obferve that 
the outrage, of which he^ complains began after the third 
c>f May, 1^ w'e; learn from the fame paper. It is eafy 
therefore to coAje3ure what a vaft' ftore of the fame 
kibd he muft have laid up at the beginning of winter; 
and we may draw a new conclufion with regard to the 
-wretched ilate of antient hofbatidryj which could not pf o^ 
, vide any fubfiftince for tHe ofttle during winter, even hi 
fucfa a template climate as thefouth of England: For 
Spenfer hsKd but one manor fo hat north as Yorkflike. 
There being few or no inclbfurw, except perhap$ for 
deer, no fown grafs, little hay, and no other refbufces 
for feeding catUe ; the barons, as well as the people^ 
ws^e obliged to kill and fait their oxen and (heep at the 
beginning bf winter, before they became lean upon the 
common pafture : A precaution dill pra^ifed with regard 
to oxen in the leaft cultivated parts of this ifland. The 
falting of mutton is a miferable expedient, which has 
every where been long difufed. From this circumftance^ 
however trivial in appearance, may be drawn very impor- 
tant inferences, with regard to the domeftic oeconomy and . 
manner of life in thofe ages. 

The diforders of the times, from foreign wars and 
inteftine difientions, but above alU the cruel famine, 

VoLj II. X which 
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CH AP)oHtg0dTtfa€ nobility t6 difmifs many ^ ihpir Yeti(mcr9# 

XIV, ^cH^^lk^^the number ^. robbers in , the kingdom; and 

^■"v-*--' ^9 '{4«ce WM feciire frpn» (heir incur/Hwis **. Th^ tacft 

•3*7- inttroeps. like armies^ ^nd: overHran tbejcountry. Two 

puiflinldty themfelves^ ,th« pope's legates,; notwithftandiiq^ 

tJbfiilDutneroni train^ which' attended themj were robbed^ 

9j}4d^(jp0iled<of their gooda and equipage, whclntbey tra- 

SreUedjOatheroiad^ 

. Am0H*c the ^cr wild, fancies of the ^ge,- it was 
imaginedi that the perfons ^ffeded with >leprofy, a dtf- 
^afe.at.that time very cofpmon^ had corifpired wjth the 
^acacensifeo pcHfon all the .fprings and foantfaitis^; and men 
h^r^^hd of any presence to get rid of tlioie who were 
li burtben ^o them, i^dany of thoie uidiafipy pedple were 
burnt allVl^ fdr tbis; qhtili^iGal imputation. Several ^ewi 
aMb wore )puni(hed in theirvperfons, and -thisir goods coo- 
fifcated on the fame atcount ^. 

- /Fftis 'ki^gleit foUr children, twp fons^aifd two daugh- 
ilers: £dwtiti^ hi$ ^deftC^ and fucqeffor;: John, crea^ 
ffterMrards earl of <J<M!n^al, who died y^ng at Perth ; 
J|Uie» afterwards^ rtiaiticid tp David BmCj^, king of Scotr 
iSuio; 91^ Eleanor, married to Reginald, count of Gtiek- 
dres, 

.StOwe, in his -Surveyiof Lojidoigt*. igi^v«S:«^s a <20rioua 
i^jft^oe *^f the' fpl0ndor and hofpitaliry 6f. the antient no- 
bUity'in ^bis period ;l It;is taken front the : account ^f the 
cofferer or fteward'of Thomas. ^arlvjoi-X^aneafVef, <afid 
x:ontainsthe expetaces of that'eatl fort)^ ye^r 13113. The 
ftintry, buttery aluikitchen, 340s pounds: For 569 
pipes ^ ttd !wtne, aiid t^o of white, ,1^4 pounds, &c 
The ^hote 7309 ppuiads ;, :tbat is near^ a^oo, . pounds of 
our prefent moneyi; and making all^wancif fei::th€ cheap- 
ness of icomihoditie9,'iiear n hundred tboujand pounds* \ 

'W-Ypod.T^euft.p.5oa. WalCp-ioy. N,,ypodjNeii«. 
p; 5Q3. T. de la More, p.:$94. Tjrivct, conjt. ^, aa. . Muii- 
wuth„p, 51. ^ Ypod.iNiijft. .p» 504. . ^ ; . 
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C H A R XV. 
E D W A R D III. 



War wtb Se9tlandr->*-^ExecuPion of §he eafl vf Ket 

Exfcutina 4if Hoft'mer^ eaH $f Match >-8tate of 

S€9tlaud-''r^W4ir 'witb tbap hkigdotn- — '^Kmfs claim t$ 

* tkf croium e/ Brance^-'^^P^parations for nxjar with 

Franc^-r-^wur*-^ — -Namai '*&i^ory Dome flic D^-- 

tui4ancis-^*^'^Affairs •fMrlttany--— ^Renewal of fbe 

war wiph Fi^ani^^-^-^Iw&aJkn ^p France Battle of 

Crecy-^^'-'-AVa^ with ScotUnd-r-^^^aptivitf of the kine 
4f Scoti'-^'^-^C^laif takt^, ? ; 

THE violent p^ty, which had taken arms againftCHAPJ 
Edward U. and 6nally depofed that unhappy mc- .XV. 
H^rch, <l€emed k reqyifite for their future feoirity to pay *■— v**"*^ 
4c>far9fl Exterior obeifan^e to the Uw, as to dem^np^ f ^^3^7' 
)>Mti«inefi(&fy indemmiy for atU their illegal proceed mgs % aoth Jan* 
on account of the necelTiiy, which, it was pretended, 
they iay binder, of employ ina: force againft the Spmfers 
«niorher*vH counfcliors, efieiniea of the kingdoin. All 
4^ attainders alf©, which had pafTed a^amft the earl of 
i^ncaft^r and his adherents, when the chance of war 
JUirBed-agAinft vheiti, were eaffly reverfed during the tri- 
-uinph of Jtheir party *j and the Spenfers, whofe former 
tit-taiflde^ had been reverfed by parhament, were now again, 
•In tliwcftaftgejof fortunej condemned by rhe votes of the^r 
,e^mies. A cotmcil of regency was likewife appointed 
t)y paiHanrlient, confiflingof tweWe peffons; five prelates, 
^ive aifc^hbifliops of C-^nierbury and York, the bifhops of 
'Win(?he^fer, Wbrcefter, and 'Hereford ; and feven lay 
-.f^FS, tW'e^rls of Norfolk/ Kent and Surrey, and the 
•i^ds W'tfke:, Ingham, Piercy, and Rofs. The earl of 
'^ancafter %AS appointed girardiao and proteQ;or of the 
^ing's^eribnp But thoiigli it tras reHfonahle to exped, 
fliaty'as the weaknefsof the former king had triyen reins 
i|o4heUcei\iiottlnefeof the bai^oms, great tranqiiitlity woul4 
-not prevail during the prefertt mmority ; the firft diftur'* 
•t>anct ar^ife from the invaHnn of foreign enemies, 

^ Rymer, vol. ir. p. 145, 257, 258, &c. 
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CHAP. The kir^ of Scots* declining in years and healthy * bnt 
XV. retaining fiiU that niirtial fpirit^ which had raifed his 

^-— >^^*"^ nation from the lowed ebb of fortune, deemed the prcfent 
13^7'. opportunity favourable for infefting England: He firft 

^•r with nigde an attempt on the caftle of Norham, in which he 

Scotland. ^^ difiiH)ointed ; he then colleded an army of 25,000 
men on the frontiers, and having appointed the earl of 
Murray and lord Douglas generals, threatened an incur-^ 
fion into the northern counties. The Englifli regency, 
after trying in vain every expedient to reftore peace with 
Scotland, made vigorous preparations for war ; and be- 
sides affembling an Englifli army of near fizty thoufand 
men, they invited back John de Hainault, and fome fo- 
reign cavalry, whom they had difmiflfed, and whofe dif- 
cipTine and arms had appeared fuperior to thofe of their 
own country. Young Edward bimfelf, burning with 1 
paflion for military fame, appeared at the head of thefe 
numerous forces i and nu^'ched from Durham, the api- 

Kinted place of rendezvous, in queft of the enemy, wh^ 
d already broken into the frontiers, ^nd were laying 
every thing wafte around them. 

Murray and Douglas were the two mod celebrated 
warriors, bred in the long hoftilities between the Scots 
and Englifli; and their forces, trained in the (ameichool^ 
and enured to hardfliips, fatigues, and dangers, were per- 
kGdy qualified, by their habits and manner of life, for 
£ttkt defultory and deftrudive war, which they carried on 
againft the Englifli. Except a body of about 4000 car 
valry, well armed, and fit to make a ftej^dy in^eflion in 
' battle, the reft of the army were light armed troops, 

mounted on fmall horfes, which found fubfiftance every 
vi4)ere, and carried them with rapid and unexpeded 
marches, whether they meant to commit depredations on 
the peaceable inhabitants, or to attack an armed enemy, 
or' to retreat into their own country. Their whole equi- 

re confifted of a bag of oat meal, which» as a fupply 
cafe of neccflity, each foldier carried behind him ; 
together with alight plate of iron, on which he inftantiy 
baked the oat meal into a cake, in the open fields. But 
.his chief fubfiftance was the cattle which he feized ; and 
his cookery was as expeditious as all his other operations. 
After flcaing the animal, he placed the fkin loofe and 
hanging in the former of a bag, upon fpme flakes ; he 

poured 
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poured water into it, kindled a fire below, and thut ihadeC H A P. 
k ferve as a cauldron for the boiling of his viSuals". XV. 

The chief difficulty, which £dward naet with, after ^-*"V^^ 
compofing fome dangerous frays, which broke out be- ^3^7- 
tween his foreign forces and the Engliih % was to come 
op with an army fo rapid in their marches, and fo little 
incumbered in their motions. Tho' the flame and fmoke 
of burning villages direded him fufficiently to the place 
.of their encampment, he found upon hurrying thither, 
that they had already diflodged ; and he foon difeovered,^ 
by new marks of devaftatton, that they had removed to 
feme diftant quarter. After harraffing his army dunng 
Ibme time in this fruitlefs chace, h^ advanced nordiwardS| 
and croCTed the Tyne, with a refdution of awaiting them 
on their return homewards, and taking vengeance for aU 
their depredations ^. But that whole country was already 
fomuch wafted by their frequent incurfions, that it could 
not aflFord fubfiftance to his anny; and he was obliged 
^igain to return fouthwards, and change his plan of ope* 
rations. He had now loft all track of the enemy ; and 
tho* he promifed the reward of a hundred pounds a year 
to any one who fliould bring him an account of their mo- 
tions, he remained unadive fome days, before he receive 
ed any intelligence of them ^. He found at laft, that 
they had fixed their cam^ on the fouthern banks of the 
Were, as if they intended to await a battle ; but thei^ 
prudent leaders had chofen the ground with fuch judgment, 
that the Englifti, on their approach, faw it impradicaUe, 
without temerity, to crofs the river in their face, and at- 
tack them in thdr prefent fituation. Edward, impatient 
^ revenge and glory, here fent them a defiance, and 
diallengc^them, if they dared, to meet him in an equal 
field, and try the fortune of arms-^ The bold fpirit of 
Douglas could ill brook this bravade, and he advifed the 
acceptance of the challenge ; but he was over-nded bjr 
Murray, who replied to Edward^ that he never took the 
counfel of an enemy in any of his operations. The king, 
therefore, kept ftill his pofition oppofite to them; and 
^xpe&ed daily, that nece$ty would oblige them to change 

their 



* Froiflart^ liv. iv. chap. jS. ^ Ibid, liv, i. ck^ ip 
^ Proiflart, hV. iv. chap, i^, ^ Rymer^ ytl iv. p. Jii. 

Froiilart. iiv. iv. chap. 19. 
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C j^ AP.tbeir quaEterst ^nd fiv^ .l^ifi in oppoituiMty. of orfr^- 
XV» whelming them with fup^ior force«< After ja few datys^ 

^-*"^^""^^ tbey iudcjenly dccanipefj^ and marched farther up 

*^7* the river ^ bu? ftill pofted themfelves in i^i^ a miinnerj^ 

as to pr^erve the advaotagi? pti tbe grounds if the enemjr 

ibould venture to attack th^m ^, Edward hiMei^ thi| 

all hazards fliouW he riuiy rathfN- than atlow th^iie rayag^ra 

to elcape with impunjty ; rbat Mortiti^er'^ anthprity pre^ 

vented the aflault, and cfppofed itfelf to the valour of the 

young monarch. >\ hik tH« lirmiies Uy if) ihis pojfkioo, 

4n iDC4de<;^t happefied which |>ad vreAl iiigb ^<ived fatal 

to the Enghfli. JDouglas^ hBivinggot the ym^^ ^nd ftu> 

^eyed exa^Uy the fiuatipn of the Englifii l^^mp^ eBtcrc4 

it iecretly in the night tme.% with a bociy of t«rp handted 

^ermined foldiersy ^hd adv:anced to tfaf royaU^nt* witk 

a view of killing or carjyinfi^ the priae^.tD ifce midft 

«r hh army. Buf fom^ of Rdward's attfildafft«» awaking: 

ill that critical mocnent^ «nade.fefiAaiic96 his diapiatti and 

cban b^rlain fa£rific:c:d th^ir lives for l^| iafetyi;^ the kii^ 

liiitifeU^ afier making aivaftignl: defenoe, «fcafhrd ^ tho 

dark r Ami Dc>iig)a{^> having Ibft the griealell part o£ hm 

followers, wa& glad to make a 'bafty retreat with the re? 

mainder ^. Soon afief^ the $cottilh army decamped wttiM 

out noJk in the dead ^ nighty and havio^g thus got the 

ilart<)t the Englifb, arrived jivithout fartfaeir l^.in theif 

cwn couniry. Edward* on : entering the. place ef ^bt 

Scrinfb ercsnf fr.entj flounder)} fa ( rgl fttr^t)!), ^licfli 

thecLCfry^ atict brctk'^ig t^ir Uig$i had tied to trees, a« 

order to pceitm lUir -«irfyi|tg aiy intjBJligejice tp tlieir 

coumrymen **, .. , . 

1 tij kirg i*af hifMy ircerfed at tthe . <tif appoint metrf^ 
whjdi 4it Ji^d n tt wi|h>: ip hj^ fiiA cmirprize, ard at the 
tiC(ici d ic/ i^Uam atittrmy. '•Ihefymf^ms> w^iich he 
haddikci^cred tt hraV«ry-ard (pirit, |fa»^e extfeme £ikiis- 
£3^'lii:iTi, iti4 ^\erc re^gaiddd ps iuie (vrognDfi ilcs oi an Hlofr 
ttioua reign: Em ttit,Dtntvfial dtfpleat'ure kr^ll vaoleruly c^ 
IVloni nier, \^l*o was aktVdy.^he Cibje^a of, |>ut>Uc cdmm t 
iAnd €^4^;y ci^taufe whi^th b^furMic^dj tend^dtio aggra9> 

" vat«^ 

'^ FrpiiTaxt, liv. ,hr. cjiap 1,9. ^ Ibid. Hamii^oTd, 

t;a*- 'Ypcd 'Neiift. J).i509.' Knyghten, ik ^55^ ** *r9- 
mft, illv: v/chap/15/ 
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vate> beyond *alL boon&, the' hatred of the natioii bothOH A P; 
againft htm and queen Ifabella^ * XV. 

Whbn die council of regemrywasformed, Mortimer, ^"-*'">^''**^ 
t^ugk in the plenitude of his powers had taken no care '3^^* 
to enfure a pla<;e i» it ; but thb ^ femblance of moderatidh 
was only a coyer to the moA exorbitant and moil ambi«- 
tiou9 prqeds. He rendered that <;ouncii entirely ufelefs 
i>y ttfurping to hiodfelf the whole foverign authority ; he 
ftttled on the queen-dowager thi greater part of the royil 
-cevjenues ; he nevpr conMted either th^ princes of the 
blood or the nobility in any public mieafure ; die kmg 
faimfelf was fo befieged 1:^ his creatures^ that no accefs 
could he procured to him; and all the envy, which had 
attended Oavaflon and Spenfer, fell much more deferved^ 
ly on this new favourite. 

MpnTiMBR, fenfible of the growitig hatred of the 1328. 
people, thought it requifite, on ^ny terms, to fecure 
peace abroad; and he entered into a negociation with 
Robert Bruce for that purpofe. As the ckiim of fuperio- 
xity in England, more than any other caule, had tendecl 
to inflame the ^nimofities between the two nations, Mor- 
timer confented to reiign abfolutely this pretenfion, to giv6 
up all the homages done by the Scottish parliament anji 
nobility, and to acknowledge Robertas ibvereign of Scot- 
4and'. In return for thefe* advantages, Robert only ftt- 
pulated the payment of 30,000 marks to England. Thn 
treaty was ratified by parliament ^ 5 but was nevecthelei^ 
the fourceof gr.eat difcontent among the people, who, 
having entered zealoufly into the pretenfions of Edw^H L 
and deeming themfelves difgraced by the foccefsful refifi* 
unce of fo inferior a nation, were dilisi^pointed by this 
treaty, in all future hopes both of conqueil and or ven-- 
geance. ' 

The princes of thp blood, Kent; Norfolk, andLan* 
cafter, were much united in their councils ; and Morti* 
mer entertained great fufpicions of their defigns againft 
him. In fummontng them to parliament, he (triSly pro- 
hibited them, in the king's name, from coming attended 
with an armed force, an' illegal but ufual pradice in that 
age. The three earls, as they approached to Saliflbury, 
the place appointed for the meeting of parliament, founds 

that, 

^ Rymer, p. 337. Heming. p. 2'fO. Anon^ Hift. p t^a. 
» Ypod. Neuft. p. Jio, ' '^ - 
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CHAP, that, ^' they themfelvfis, in obedience to the king's com^ 
XV. mand^ had brought only their ufaal retinue with theniy 

^— ^^"■*^ .Mprtipoer and his party were attended with all their fol- 
. *i*^- lowers in arms ; ^d they began with fomc reafon to ap^ 
rprehend a dangi^rous d^fign againft their perfons. They 
therefore retreated, afifembUd their retainers, and were re- 
turning with an ad^my to take veneeanee on Mortimer ; 
when the weaknefs of Kent and Norfolk, who deferted the 
common caufe, obliged Lrancafter alfo to make his fub- 
miflions K The quarrel, by the intorpc^ttion of the pre- 
lates, feemed for the prefent to be appeafed. 

1329. S^T Mortimer, in order to intimidate the princes^ 
determined to have a vidim; and tho fimpUcity, with 
the good intentions of .the earl of Kent, afforded him foon 
after an opportunity of praSifing upon him. By himfetf 
and his emtflfaries, he endeavoured to perfuade that prince, 
that his brother, ^ung Edward, was ftill alive, and con- 
cealed in fomc fecret prifon in Englaikl. The earl, whofe 
remorfes for the part which he had aAed againft the late 
kifig, probably inclined him to give credit to this intelli- 
gence, entered into a defign of reftoring him to liberty, 
jof re-inftating him on the throne, and thereby of mak- 
ing fome atonement for the injuries he had unwarily done 

1330. Jiim ^. After this innocent contrivance had been allowed 
to proceed a certain length, the earl was feized by Mor- 
timer, was accufed before the parliament, and condem- 
,ned by thefe flaviib, tho' turbulent barons, to lofe his life 
and fortune: The queen and Mortimer, apprdieniive of 
j^oung Edward's lenity towards hb:uBde, hurried on the 

othMarchrexe^tion, and the prifoner was beheaded next day : But 
£xecution/o general was the a&Sion borne him^ and fuch pity pre- 
of the earl.yaiied for his bard fate, that, tho* peers had been eafily 
of Kent found, to condemn him, it was evening before his ene- 
mies could find an executioner to perform the office '^^ 

Th e carl of Lancafter, on pretence of his aflfent to 
this confpiracy, was fo^n after thrown into prifon : Many 
jof the prelates and nobility were profecuted, Mortimo* 
employed this engine to crufli all his cneniies, and to en- 
rich himfelf and hi$ family- by the forfeitures. The cf- 
tftte of the earl of Kent was feixed for his younger fon, 

Geoffrey: 

^ Knyghton, p 2554. ^ Avefbury, p. 8. Anon. Hid. 
P 395. /* HemiQ&p. 271, . . , Ypod. Ncuft. p. 510. 

Knyghton, p. 25$5. "^ ' ' 
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Geoffrey : The immenfe fortunes of the Spenfers, and CHAP, 
their adherents were moftly converted to his own ufe : XV. 
He affeded a ftate and dignity equal or fuperior to the ^*— ->/""*-^ 
royal: His power became forniidable to every one : His '33^- 
illegal pra3ices .were daily complained of: And ail par- 
ties, forgetting former animofities, cbnfpired in their ha« 
tred of Mortim^. 

. It was impoflible, that thcfe abufes could long efcape 
the obfervation of a prince* endowed with fo much fpi^ 
rit and judgncient as young Edward, who being now in his 
eighteenth year, and feeling himfelf capable of govern- 
ment, repined at being held in fetters by this infolent mi- 
nifier. But fo much was he furrounded with the emif- 
faries of Mortimer, that it behol^ed him to condud the 
projed for fubverting htm, with the fame fecrecy and 

Erecautton, as if he had been forming a confpiracy againft 
is fovereign. He communicated his intentions to the 
lord Mountacute, who engaged the lords Molins and 
CliflFord, Sir John Nevil of Hornby, Sir Edward Bohun, 
Ufford, and others, to enter into their views ; and the 
caftle of Nottingham was chofen for the fcene of the en- 
terprixe. The queen-dowager and Mortimer lodged in 
that fortrefs : The king alio was admitted, tho' with a 
few only of his attendants : And as the caftle was ftriSIy 
guarded, the gates locked every evening, and the keys 
carried to the queen, it became necelTary to communicate 
the defign to Sir William Eland, the governor, who zca- 
loufly took part in it. By his diredion, the king's aflb- 
ciates were admitted thro' a fubterraneous paffage, which, 
had been forfnerly contrived for a fecret outlet to the 
caftle, but was now buried in rubbifli; and Mortimer, 
without having it in his power to make refiftance, wai 
fuddenly feizcd in an apartment adjpiningio the queen's ^. 
A parliament was immediately called (or his condemna- 
tion. He was accufed before that affembly of having 
ufurped regal power from the council of regency, ap- 
poiiued by parliament v of having procured the death of 
the late king ; of having deceived the earl of Kent into a 
confpiracy to reftore that prince ; of having folicited and 
obtained exorbitant grants of the royal demefnes; of 
having diffipated the public treafure ; of fecreting for his 
own ufe 20,000 marks of the money paid by the king of 

Scotland ; 

o Aveftury, p. 9. 
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CHAP. ScocUdcI ; and of other crimes and mifdemeanor^'. The 
XV. parliannent condemned him, from the fuppofed notoriety- 

^*"^^***^ of the h&$i without trial, or heciring his anfwer, or ex- 

>33^* amining a witnefs; and he was hang«d on agibbet at the 

f M ^itT ^'™^» *" ^^^ neighbourhood of London. It is remark* 

?^ ^ " able, that this fentcnce was near twenty years after re- 

aqth Nov ^^^^^^ ^Y parliament in favour of Mortimer's fon ; and 
' the realon afligned was the illegal form of the proceed- 
ings^. The principles of law and juftice were cfta- 
bliihed in England, not in fuck a degree as to prevent any- 
iniquitous ientence againft a perfon obnoxious to the ml-' 
ing party; but fufEcient, on the return of bis aedit^ op 
that of his friends, to ferve as a reafon or^pretence for its 
reverfal. 
1331. Justice was alfo executed by a fentcnce of the hou(^ 
of peers, on ibmeof the inferior criminals, parti culariy^ 
on Simon de Bereford : But the barons, in that ad: of 
jurifdiftion, entered a proteil, that, tho' they had tried 
Bereford, who was none of their peers, tbey ihould not 
for the hiiture be obliged to reodive any fuch indidment* 
The queen was confined to her own houfe at Rifings aeap 
London: Her revenue was reduced to 4000 pounds a 
year : And tho' the kin^, during the remainder of her 
kfe, paid her a decent vifit once or twice a year, (he ne-» 
ver was able to reinftate herfetf in any qredit or author 
rity. 

Edward^ having now taken the reins of government 
into, his own hands, applied himfelf, with ipduftry and 
judgment, toredrefs all thofe grievances, which bad either 
proceeded from want of authority in the crown, or fron» 
the late abufcs of it. He iffued writs to the judges en-* 
joining them to adminiiler juflice, without paying any 
regard to arbitrary orders from the miniders : And as the 
robbers, thieves, murderers, and criminals of all kinds, 
bad, during the courfe of public convulfions, multipttfid 
to an enormous degree, and were openly proteded by the 
great barons, who made ufe of them againf| their ene-. 
mies, the king, after exafting from the peen a fotemn 
promife in parliament, that they would break off all con- 
nexions with fuch malefaftors % ftt himfelf in eamefl to 

remddy 

^ Brady's App. No 83. Anon. Hlft. p. 397, 398. Knygh- . 
t6Ti, p 2556. Qw Cotton's Abridg. p. 85, 86. * Ibid. 
, p. 10. » Cotton's Abridg. 
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remedy th€ evil^- Many of thefe gangs had become foCHAPv 
Aumerous^ as to require hk own prefcnce to diffipate XV. 
them ; and he-exerted both courage and induftry in cxe- ^--*>^"-^ 
cutifig this (aliitary office. The aiirtifters of juftice, firom '33*- 
liacxamj^^'eini^ed theutmoft diligence in difcover- 
iug, ptiriuing, and pimiihing the criminals; and this dif- 
order was by degrees correded, or at lead palliated; the 
utmoft that coold be expeded with regard to a diieafe, 
inherent in the conftitution. 

. . In jiroportion ai the government acquired authority at 
iKune, it beanne formidable to the neighbouring nations; 
vdthe ambitious fpirit of Edward fought, and iooii founds 
;in opportunity of exerting itfelf. The wife and valiant State of 
Robert Brace, who had recovered by arms the indepen- Scotland. 
4ency of hisoouncry, and had fixed it by the laft treaty 
ef peace with England, foon after died, and left David 
libion, a ounor, under the guardianihip of Randolf, 
rati oF Munmy, the pompanion of all his vidories. It 
bad been fiipiiilated in this treaty, that both the Scottiih no- 
|»dity« who, before the commencement of the wars, en^ 
joyed lands in England, and the Englifti who inherited 
eftates in Scotland, ihould be reftored to their feveral poT- 
fcfliona^: But tho' this article had been executed pretty 
regubrly onthe part of Edward, Robert, who faw the 
eft ales clainoed by Engl ifli men much more numerous and 
valuable than the other, either eftecmed it dangerous tor 
admit ' of fo many fecret enemies into the kingdom, or 
fcund it difficult to wreft from his own followers the pof- 
icflions beftpwed on them as the reward of their fatigues 
and dangers z And he had protrat^ed the performance of 
his part of the ftipulation. The Engliih nobles, difap- 
pointed in their expedations, began to tliink of areme- 
fdy ; and as their influence was great in the north, their 
enmity alone, even tho' unfupported by the king of Eng- 
land, became dangerous to the minor prince, who fuc- 
ccockd to the ScottiAi throne. 

Enwouii) 94LIOL, the fon of that John, who was ,--2. 
crowned king of Scotland, had been detained fome time 
a prifoner in En^and after his father was releafed ; but 
having alfo obtuned his liberty, he went over to France, 
^md lived sn Ifermandy, on his patrimonial eftate in that 
•ooMilry, without any thoughts of reviving the claims 
' . . of 

J Rymer, vol. iv.^p. J84/ 
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C H A P. of his family upon the crown of Scotland. HU p^«if* 
XV. fionsy however plaufible, had been fo ftrenuoufly abjured 

^-^v''^*^ by the Scots^ and rejeSed by the Englifliy that he wa» 
'33^* univerfally regarded as a private perfon ; and he bad been 
thrown into prifon on account of fome private offence 
againft the laws, of which he was accufed. The lord 
Ekaumont, a great Elnglifh baron, who in the right of his 
wife claimed the earldom of Buchan in Scotland ^, found 
him in this fituation ; and deeming him a proper inftru- 
ment for his purpofe, made fuch intereft with the king of 
France, ^ho was not aware of the confequences, that he 
recovered him his liberty, and brought him over withbitp 
into England. 

, The injured nobles, pofleiTed of fuch a head, began 

now to think of vindicating their rights by force of arms ; 
and they applied to Edward for his concurrence and af- 
fiftance. But there were feveral reafons, which deterred 
theking from openly avowing their enterprize. In his 
treaty with Scotland, he had entered into a bond of 20,ooo 
pounds, payable to the pope, if within four years he vio- 
lated the peace ; and as the term was not yet elapfed, he 
dreaded the exa^ing of that penalty, by the fovereign 
pontiflF, who poffefled fo many means of forcing him to 
make payment. He was alfo afraid, that violence and 
injuflice would every where be imputed to him, if he 
attacked with fuch fuperior (orce a minor king, and a 
brother-in-law, whofe independent title had fo lately been 
acknowledged by a folemn treaty. And as the regent of 
Scotland, on every demand which had been made, of 
reflltution to the Engliih barons, had always confefledthe 
juftice of their claim, and had only given an evafive 
anfwer, grounded on plaufible pretences, Edward refolved 
not to proceed to open violence, but to employ like ar- 
tifices againft him. He fecretly encouraged Baliol in his 
enterprize ; connived at his aflembling torces in the north, 
and gave countenance to the nobles, who were difpofed to 
join in the attempt. A force of near 2500 men was in- 
lifted under Baliol, by Umfreville earl of Angus, the lords 
Beaumont, Ferrars, Fitz-warin, Wake, Stafford, Tal- 
bot, and Moubray^ And as thefe adventurers apprehend* 
ed that the frontiers would be (Irongly armed and guarded^ 
they refolved to make their attack by &a ; and haying em- 
barked 

^ Kyiuer, vol, iv. p. 251. 
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Wkeiat Ravenrpur^ they reached in a few day^ the coaft CHAP, 
of Fife. . XV. 

ScoTLAKD was atprcfcnt in a very different fituation^ — v^-**> 
from that in which it had appeared under the vidorious "33^* 
Robert. Befides the lofs of that great monarch, whofe 
genius and authority preferved entire the whole political 
fabric, and maintained an union among the unruly barons, 
lord Douglas, impatient of reft, had gone over to Spain 
in a crufade againft the Moors, and had there perifhed 
in battle ^ : The earl of Murray, who had been long 
declining in age and infirmities, had lately died, and 
been fucceeded in the regency by Donald earl of Marrei 
a man of much inferior talents: The military fpirit of 
the Scots, tho* ftill unbroken, was left without a proper 
guidance and diredion. And a minor king feemed ill 
qualified to defend an inheritance, which it had re* 
quired all the confummate valour and abilities of his fa* 
ther to acquire and maintain. But as the Scots were 
apprized of the intended invailion, great numbers, on 
the appearance of the Englifh fleet, infimediately ran to 
the ihore, in order to prevent the landing of the enemy. 
Baliol had valour and adivity, and he drove back the 
Scots with confickrable lofs*. He marched weftward in* 
to the -heart of the country ; flattering himfelf that the . 
antient partizans of his family would declare for him. 
But the fierce animofitj, which had been kindled be* 
Iween the two nations, mfpiring the Scots with a ftrong 
prejudice againft a prince fupported hj the Englifh, he 
was regarded asr a common enemy ; and the regent found 
no difficulty in aflembling a great army to oppofe him. 
Iris pretended, that Marre had no lefs than 40,000 men 
under his ftandard ; but the fame hurry and impatience, 
that made him colled a force, which from its greatnefs 
was fo <lifproportioned to the occafion, rendered all bis 
motions unfkilful and imprudent. The river Erne ran 
between the ti^^o • armies ; and the Scots, confiding in 
that fecurity, as well as in their great fuperiority of 
numbers, kept no order in their encampment. Baliol 
paflfed the river in the nighttime ; attacked Ihe unguarded i ith Au|.' 
and undifciplined Scots; threw them 'into confuiion, 
which was encreafed by the darknefs and by their very 
numbers to which they trufted j and he beat them oft 

the 



^ FroilTarty liv. i. cbap. ai. * Hcnjing. p. tjz. Wal- 
fing. p. iji. Knyghton, p. 2$6o. 
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CH AP.the field with .great fl^igbter^. P^t hi t^ mornilyi) 
XV. when the Scots were at fome diftance, they were a(hamed 

s^^y^'"'^-^ of having yieWcd the viSory to fo weak ar/oe, and they 
*3J** hurried back to recover the honour; of the day, Theif 
-eager paffions carried them precipitately to battle, with^ 
out regard to fome broken ground, which l^y between th^«Q 
and the enemy, and which difordered ^and confoundec} 
their ranks. Baliol feized the faFour,ab)c opportunity^ 
Advanced his troops upon them, prevjented them from 
rallying, and cliacejd them anew off the field with r^, 
doubled (laughter. There fell above 12,000 Scots in this 
adion ; and among thefe the flower of ih^ir nobility | 
the regent himfelf, the earl of Carrie, a natural fon d 
their late king, the earls of Athole mi -^nteith, tim 
lord Hay of Errol, conilable, and the 4oFd« K^ith aa4 
L'uidfey. The Jofs of the Eiig^ilh fearer exceeded thirty 
men ; a ftrong proof, amx^ng many others, of the mir 
Jterable ftate of military difciplinein thofe age^ ^. 

Baliol foon after made himielf maOer ^f P^rth^ 
hut ilill was not able 10 bring over any. of the Scots to 
his partVp Patric Dunbar, earl of March, ^nd Sjr Mr 
chibaid Douglas, brother to the -lord of tjbi^;4»me, ajw- 
pear^d at the head of theScottiiharmie3, which anaouxM:'^ 
ilill to rreiir 40^000 men ; .and they pfopofed to nedu^ 
Baliol ind the Englifli by famine. T.hey ijivfifted Vertk 
by land ; they celletled fofnc veffeU ,:with whida tb«j 
blockaded it by water: fiat Raliors 4^ip$ i^tacking ^bf 
Ecouifh ^eetf gained a complete vi^ca^ry.; and opened 
the communication bctwcqn Perth and t^e ffa^r It the4 
behoved the Scots armies to dilpprfe thenrfelves, for waP^ 
of pay and fubfiOanQc; The nation waSi^n effbf^ fubdiie^ 
by a handful of men; Eaph noblemai^, who vf^pnd liimr 
Telf moil expofed to danger^ iacceffivelyjuhtojitted t^o fia^ 

aythSept.liol: That prince was crowned kingat nSfpne; I>avi4 
his competitor, was fent j^ver to Ffaiice with his h^ 
trothed wife, Jane^ iifter to Edward ; And the Jhea^is ^ 
his party hed to Baliol for a ^ruce, wjiigh his gjranUil 
thenr, ia oriler to ^(Temble, a parliament in tranqviJitityv 

.^ . . and .Iiav^.histitlie recogiua^^d by th^ ^hck S^atiijQ^ na^ 
tion. ' . 

I Byjr 

Y JCnyghton, p. 2561. ^ HcHijng. p. 173. Walfingr 

Iiam, p. 131. Knyghton, p. 2561. ^ Heming. p, ^573. 

Knyglupn, jp. 2561. _ ' /• • 
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- Rut 'BalioVs irtipruiknce or his neceffities makingCHAft. 
him difmifs the greateft part of his Englifli followers, iie XV. 
:«vas, notwithftanding the truce, attacked of a fudden near ^— v"*-^ 
Annan by Sir Archibald Douglas, and other chieftains of '333* 
that party ; he was routed ; his brother Jdhn Baliol was 
ilain ; he himfelf was chaced into England in a mifer- 
.able condition; and thus loft his kingdom by a revo- 
lution as quick as that by which he had acquired it. 

While Baliol enjoyed his (hort-lived and precarious 
I'oyalty, he had been fenfible, that without the protec- 
tion of England, it would be impoffible for him to mainv 
tain poflfeflion of the throne ; and he had fecretly fent a 
meflfage to Edward oflFering to acknowledge his fuperi- 
ority, to r^new the homage for his crown, and to efpoufe 
the priilcefs Jane^ if the pope's confent could be obtained, 
for diflblving her former marriage, which was not yet 
confiimniated. Edward, ambitious of recovering that 
important facrifice, made by Mortimer during his mino- .« .^ 
rify, threw off all fcruples, and willingly accepted theg^^^^^ 
offer ; but as the dethronement of Baliol had rendered ^ 

^is conceffion t§^ no tSc@t, the king prepared to re^ 
inftate him- in f)>^fle{fion of the crown ; an enterprise, 
which appeared from late experience fo eafy and fo little 
jiaxArdous. As he poffeffed manv popular arts, he con- 
fulted his parUan^nt on this occaiion; but that aflembly, 
finding the refoliition already taken, declined giving any 
ppinion, and only fctpplied him, in* order to fupport the 
enterprize, with an aid of a fiftcenlh, from the perfonal 
eftates of the nobility and gentry, and a tenth of the move- 
aMes of boroughs. And they tKtded a petition, that the 
kiijig would thenceforth live of his own, without grieving 
his fubjeds by illegal taxes, ^or by the outrageous feizure 
^f their goods in the (hape of putveyance*. 

As the Scots expe&ed, that the chief brunt of the 
war would fall upon Berwic, Douglas, the regent, threw 
a ftrong garrifon into that place under the command of 
Sir William Keith, and he himfelf afTembled a great 
^rmy on the frontiers, ready to penetrate into England, 
fo foon as Edvrard (hodd have inverted the fortrefs. The 
Englifh army was lefs numerous ; but better fupplied with 
arms and provifions, and retained in ftri£ter difcipline ; 
and Che king, notwithftanding the valiant defence of 



^Keitfe, 
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CHAP. Keith, had in two months reduced the garrifon to extre- 
XV. mity, and had obliged them to capitulate : They engaged 

^■**>^""^ to furrender the place, if they were not relieved within a 
*333- few days by their countrymen^. This intelligence, be- 
ing conveyed to the Scottifli army, which was preparing 
to invade Northumberland, changed their whole plan of 
operations, and engaged them to advance towards Berwic, 
and attempt the relief of that important place. .Douglas, 
who had ever propofed to decline a pitched battle, in 
which he was lenfible of the enemy's fuperiority, and 
who intended to have drawn out the war by fraall fkir- 
mifhes, and by mutually ravaging eachotho^s country, 
was forced, by the impatience of his troops, to put the 
whole fate of the kingdom upon the event of one day. 

19th July. He attacked the Englilb at Halidown-hill, a little north 
of Berwic; and tho* the Scottiih Gens d^ armes dif- 
mounted from their horfes^ in order to render the en- 
gagement more Aeady and defperate, they were- receiv- 
ed with fuch valour by Edward, and were fo galled by 
the £ngli(h archers, that they were foon thrown into dif- 
order, and on the fidl of Douglas, their general, were 
put to abfolut^ rout. The whole army fled in confufion, 
and the Englifh, but much more . the Irifii, gave little 
quarter in the purfuit : All the nobles of chief diftin€t\on 
were either flain or taken prifoners: Near thirty thou- 
fand of the Scots fell in the adion : While the lofsof the 
Engliih amounted only to one knight, one efquire, 
and thirteen private foldiers : An inequality almoft incre- 
dible ^ 

After this fatal blow, the Scottiih noUes had no 
other reiburce but inftant fubmiflion ; and Edward, leav- 
ing a confiderable body with Baliol to coropleat the con- 
queft of the kingdom, returned with ^he remainder of 
his army into England. Baliol was acknowledged king 
by a parliament aflembled at Edinburgh ^ ; the fuperiority 
of England was again recognized ; many of the Scots 
nobility fwore fealty to Edward; and, to compleat the 
misfortunes of that nation, Baliol ceded Berwic, Denbar, 
Roxborough, Edinburgh, and all the fouth-eall counties 

of 

^ Ryroer, vol. iv. p 564, 565, §66. ^ Heming. p. 
275, 276, 277. Kryghton, p 2559. Otterbome, p. 115. 
^ Rjmer, vol. 4v. p. 590. 
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of Scodand, which were declared to be for ever annexed CHAP, 
to the Englifti monarchy ^ XV. 

If Baliol^ on his firft appearance, was dreaded by the^^ — v^-*-' 
Scots as an inftrument employed by England for the fub- '334* 
je^ion of the kingdom, this deed confirmed all their 
fufpicions, and rendered him the objeft of univerfai ha- 
tred. Whatever fubmiffions they might be obliged to 
makcj they confidered him, not as their prince, but as 
the delegate aild confederate of their determined enemy j 
and neither the manners of the age, nor the ftate of 
Edward's revenue permitting him to maintain a conftant 
Handing army in Scotland, the Englifh forces were no 
fooner withdrawn, than the Scots revoked againft Balioli 
and returned to their former allegiance under Bruce. 
Sir Andrew Murray, appointed regent by the party of 
this latter prince, employed with fuccefs his valour and 
a3ivity in many fmall but decifive a3ions againft Baliol ; 
and in a £hort time had alnuDft wholly expelled him the 
kingdom. Edward was obliged again to alTemble an army^ 
and to march into Scotland: The Scots, taught by expc* *^^5* 
rience, withdrew into their hills and faftneflfes : He de- 
ftroyed the houfes, and ravaged the eftates of thofe whom 
he called rebels : But this confirmed them ftill farther in 
liieir obftinate antipathy to England and to Baliol ; and 
being now rendered defperate, they were ready to take 
advantage, on the firft opportunity, of the retreat of theif 
enemy, and they foon re-conquered their country from 1336. 
the Englifli. Edward made anew his appearance in f 
Scotland with like fuccefs : He found every thing hoftilc 
in the kingd<mi, except the ipot on which he was en- 
camped : And tho' he marched uncontrouled over the low 
countries, the nation itfelf was farther than ever from be- 
ing broken and fubdued. Befides being fupported by their 
pride and anger, paflions difficult to tame, they were 
encouraged, amidft all their calamities, by daily promifes of 
relief from France ; and as a war was now likely to break 
out between that kingdom and England, they had rea- 
fon to exped from this incident a great diverfion of 
that force, which had fo long opprefTed and overwhelmed 
them. 

We now come to a tranfaSion, on which depended ^337. 
the moft memorable events, not only of this long and King's 

Vol. II. Y aaive<^aimto 

the CTOvrq 
^ Ibid. p. 614. ofFrancCi 
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CHAP, a^ve reign, but of the whole EnglKb and French hif 
XV* tory, during more than a century j aiid it will therefore be 

^•"^^yr"*^ neceflUry to give a particular account of the fpring^ and 
'3J7* caofes of it. It had long been a prevsuKng opinion^ 
that the crown of France could never defoend to fenuiles; 
and as nations, in accounting for principles, which they 
regard as fundamental and as peculiar to themfelves, are 
fond of grounding them rather on primary laws, than oft 
blind Guhoms, it had been ufual to derive this^ mixim- 
from a claufe in the Saltan Code, the law of an antient 
tribe among the Franks ; tho' that claufe, when UriQAf 
examined^ carries only the appearance of favour'mg this- 
piinciplei, and does not really, by the conceffion of the 
beft critics^ bear the fenfe commonly impofed upon it. 
But tho' pofftive law feems wanting, anoong the Frencb 
for the exdufionof females, the prance had prevailed; 
and the rule was eftablifhed beyond controverfy co- 
fome antient as well as fome modern precedents. During 

: the fir ft race of the monarchy, the Franks were fo rude 

and barbarous a people, that they were" incapable of 
fubmitting to » female reign ; and in that period of their 
htftory, there were frequent inftances of king^ stdvsmced 
to royaky in prejudice of females^ who were related to 
the crdwft by nearer degrees of confanguimty. Thefe 
pfCJcedents^ jotned to like caufes, had alio eftabbflfied the 
mftl6 ftKceffioB in the fecond race; and the' inftsoices 
vi^eve neither fo frequent nor fo certain during that period, 
the principle of extludtng the female line feettis ilill to 
have prevailed, aixi to have direfied the condud of thef 
nation. During the third race^ the crown had defcended 
fironi fkther tb fon for eleven generations, from Hugh 
Capet t6 Lewis Hutin ; and thus, in fa^^ during the 
cctorfe of nine hundred years* the French monarchy had 
always been governed by nriales^ arid no femade and none 
dtefeended from iemalcs had ever nK)iinted the throne* 
"PioMp the Fair, father of Lewis Hutin^ left three foris^ 
this L^wls^ PhiKp the Long, and Chsirles th^Fatr, and 
due daughter, Ifabella, queen of England^ Lewis Hu- 
tht^ the eMeft^ left at hts death ode daugbter, by Mar- 
garet fifter to Eudes, duke of Burgundy ; and as his queen 
vM^ then' prfegilant^ PhiUp, his younger tvother^ wasip- 
t>0inted r^g^nt, till it ftiould appear whether the child 
proved a fon or a daughter. She bore a male, who lived 
only a few days : Philip was proclaimed king : And as 

the 
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ifhe duKd of Burgundy made fome oppofidon, and affertcd C il A P- 
Ihe' flights of his niece, tht ftatcs of the kingdom, by a XV, 

folemn apd deliberate decree^ gave her the cxdullon, and '' ^^1^*^ 

declared all females for ever incnpable of fucceediog to *337' 
fhe cro\Vn of France. PHilip died after a fhort reign> 
leaving fhrce daughters j and his brother, Charles, with- 
out difpute or controverlyj then fucceeded to the crown. 
The reign of Gharlcs was alio fhort : He left one daugh- 
ter : but as the qaeen was pregnant, i he next male heir 
Was Appointed regentj with a declared right of fucceflion, 
if the iffue ftould prove f<^male- This prince wa^ Phi- 
Kp de Valois, ccufm german to the deceaied king; being 
the fon of Charles de Valois, brother of Philip the Fair, 
The queen of France was delivered of a daughter : The 
regency ended ; and Phihp de Valois was unanimoufly 
placed' On the throne of France* 

Tnt king of England, who was at that tiine & youth 
of fifteen years of age, embraced a notion, that he was 
irititied, itt right of his mothers to the fucccfliLin of the 
kingdbn^, and that the claim of tiie nephew was prefera- 
ble to tfistt of the coofin german. There could not well 
be conceived a notion weaker or worfe grounded^ The 
principle or excluding females was of old an eftabiiihed 
opinion in France, and had acquired equal authority with 
th6 moft ^xprefs and pofitive law ; h was fupported by 
^ntient precedents; It was confirmed by recent inftiincesi 
folemi^ly and deliberately decided: And what placed it 
ftill beyond controverfy -, if Edward was difpofcd to quef- 
tion its vaiidjty, he thereby cut off his own pretenfions ; 
fince the three laft kings had all left daughters, who were 
ftill alive, and who ftood before him in the order of fuc- , 
ceflion. He was therefore reduced to alTerr, that^ tho* 
fii^ motft^r, Ifabcllai was, on .account of her feK, incsi- 
()able of fiicceeding, he himfelf, who inherit^ tbro' her, 
was fi^ble to no fuch objefiion, and might clain) by the 
right bi propinquity. But hefides, that this p/etcnfion 
was trittt favourable to Charles, king of Navarre, d^- 
fcend^d from the daughter of' Lewis Hutin, it wasfip con- 
trary to the eftablifhed principles of fucceflion in every 
co^inti^ of Europe ^, was fo repugnant to the praSice 
both in private ^nd public inheritances, that no body in 
France Aoughl of Edward's right : Philip's title wis uM- 
^ Y 2 VerfiUy 

^ Froifiart, liv. i. chap. 4. 
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C H A P.vcrfally recognixcd and acknowledged ^ : And he never 
XV. imagined^ that he had a competitor ; much lefe, fo for- 
y-^v^^-'midable a one as the king of England. 

*337* But tho* the youthftil and ambitious mind of Ed- 
ward had ra(hly entertained this notion, he did not think 
proper to infift on his pretenfions, which muft have im- 
mediately involved him, on very unequal terms, in a 
dangerous and implacable war with fo powerful a mo- 
narch. Philip was a prince of mature years, of great 
experience, and at that time of an eftablifhed chara3er 
1x)th for prudence and valour ; and by thefe circumdances, 
as well as by the union of his people, and their ac- 
quiefcence in his undoubted right, he pplFefled every advan- 
tage over a raw youth, newly raifed, by injuftice and 
violence, to the government of the moft intradable and 
moft turbulent fubjeds in Europe. But there immedi- 
ately occurred an incident, which required, that Ed- 
ward ftiould either openly declare his pretenfions, or for 
€ver renounce and abjure them. He was fummoned to do 
homage for Guienne: Philip was preparing to compel 
him by force of arms : 7 hat country was in a very bad 
ilatc of defence : And the forfeiture of fo rich an inheri- 
tance was, by the feudal law, the immediate confequence 
of his refufing or declining to perform the duty of a vaf- 
fal. Edward therefore thought it prudent to fubmit to 
prefent neceffity : He went over to Amiens : Did ho- 
mage to Philip : And as there had arifen fome contro- 
vcrly concerning the terms of this fubmiffion, he after- 
ivards fent over a formal deed, in which he acknow- 
ledged that he ©wed liege homage to France'; which 
was in cffcft ratifying, and that in the ftrongeft terms, 
Plulip^s title to the crown of that kingdom. His own 
daim indeed was fo unreafonable, and fo thoroughly dif- 
avowed by the whole Frendi nation, that to infift on it 
was no better than to pretend to the entire conqueft 
of the kingdom ; and it is probable that he would ne- 
ver have farther thought of it, had it not been for fome 
incidents, which excited an animofity between the two 
monarchs. 

Robert 

^ Ibid. chap. 2Z. ' Rymer, vol. iv. p. 477, 481. 

Froiflart, iiv. i. chap. 2J. Anon. Hift, p. 394. Walfing- 
^J*™> p. 130. Murimuth, p. 73. 
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Robert d'Artois was defcended of the royalCHAP. 
blood of France, was a man of great charader and au- XV. 
thority, had efpoufed Philip's fiftcrj and by his birth, ^^^■^^'^*''**^ 
talents, and credit was entitled to make thehigheft figure, *337' 
and fill the moft important offices, in the .monarchy. 
This prince had loft the county, of Artois, Ayhich he 
daimed as his birthright, by a fentence, commonly 
deemed iniquitous, of Philip the Fair; and he was fe« 
dUced to attempt recovering poffeffion by an afltion, fo 
unworthy of his rank and charader as a forgcfy ^. 
The deteSion of this crime covered him with fliame and 
confufion : His brother-in-law not only abandoned him, but 
profecuted him with violence : Robert, Incipable of bearing ^ 
difgrace, left the kingdom, and hid himlelf in theLowCpun- 
tries: Being chaced from ^hat reireafj by the authority 
of Philip, he came. over to England; in fpite of the 
French king's menaces and remonftrances, he was favour- 
ably received by "Edward ^ , and was ioon admitted into 
the councils arid (bared the confidence of that monarch. 
Abandoning himfelf to all the movements of rage and 
defpair, he endeavoured to revivevtheprepoffeffioo? enter- 
tained by Edward in favour of his title to the crown of 
France, and even flattered him, that it was not impof- 
fible for a'^prince of his valour and abilities,. fo render 
his claim effeSual; The king was the more difpofed to 
hearken to fuggeftiotis of this nature, becaufe h^ had, in 
feveral particujars, complaints againft Philip's conduft 
with regard to Guienne, and becaufe that prince had 
both given proteftion to the exiled David feruce, and 
fupponed, or' at leaft encouraged the Scots in their ftrug- 
gles for rpdefpendency. Thus refentment gradually filled 
the breads of both the monarchs, and made them in- 
capable of hearkening to any terms of accommodation^ 
propofed by the pope, who never ceafed interpofing his 
good offices between them. Philip thought, that he ftiould 
be wanting to the firft principles of policy, if he aban- 
doned Scotland : Edward pretended, thaj he muft relin- 
quifh all principles to generofity, if he withdrew his pro- 
tedion from Robert. The former, informed of fome 
preparations for hoftilities, which had been made by his 
rival, ififued a fentence of felony and forfeiture againft 

Robert, 

* Froiffart, Uv. 1. chap. 29. ^ R/mcr, vol if. f. 

747* FroiiTarty liv. i. chap. 27. 
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CHAP. Robert, ,and declared, that every viifljjil of 3i\^ qrpwn, 
XV. whether nvitbtn or without the kingdom, who gs^ve cpun- 
^""^'^^'^^^tetrance to that traitor, was' involved iii the fame Cen- 
^337- tence^ ^ tnemce eafy to he linderftpod: The Jitter, rc- 
fohitfe hot to yield, feildfeavourcd to fornf^ alliwes i?i thj& 
Low Countries anc) on 'the frontiers of pqrip^y, the 
only places 'firom which he'ejther could make an effedual, 
attack trp6n France, or produced fuch a diverfioa ^ Wghfc. 
favc the prt)vince of Guieiine^ which l,ay fo much e^po^ 
fed to the power of Philip. 
Prcpartti- The king begafi with opening his intentions to the 
onsfor count of Hainault, his father-in-law j and haviijg en- 
war with gaged him in his interefts, he employed the good of* 
rrance. ^^^ ^^^. councils of that prince in drawiig imohUal-. 
Uance jthe other fovereigns of that neighbourhood. The 
duke of Brabant was induced, by his mediation^ and by 
lai^e remittances of money from England, to pnotmife 
his concvirridnc^ ^ : The archbiflipp of Cologd, the dvkp. 
of Guelders, the marquis of Juliers^ the count of Ja- 
ipur, the lords of Fauquempnt and Baquen, were en- 
gaged by like motives to erribrape the Englifli aJliance ^. 
Thefe fovereigns could fupply, either from their own 
ft^tes or from the horderiDg countries, g'ea^ numhera 
of warlike troops ; apd nOpght * was wanting to . niake tbi^ 
force un LLiiii quati^.r very tuiniid-iUe but the. ^cqeflion of 
Flanders 1 which Edward prg cured hy, means fpixiewhat ex- 
traordmary and unuWal. .> ^ . 

As the Flemings were the firft p^ple \n thf por- 
thern parts of Europe, who cultivated arts. and maou-: 
faSufes, the lower ranks of men in that . prpvince had 
ri fen {q a degree of riches unknown elfewhen: to thofe 
of their fiation in that barbarous a^e^ h^d acq4rired pri-, 
vileges and independence^ and began to Cflperge from 
ihiit flate of vafTalage, qr T'other fli^very, iijto which the. 
common people had beeq ^univerfally ,^br>o}vt\ by the feu- 
dal inftitutions. It was' probably difpc^lt for them to. 
brir^g their fovereign and their opbilit-y to cppform them- 
felvea xo the principles of law and civil gp^vernnoent, fo 
much negleSed ip eyery othcn couptfy: It was impoA 
fible For them to confine thcmJelves wit^v^n the proper 
hoin^ds in their oppofition and refept/uent ^ain^ any 
' inftance 

^^^y^er, vqI. Iv. 4). 777. ^ ,]frojfrjy.t^ Uy, ^ ^p^ 
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inft^nce of tyranny : They had rifen in tumults : Had in- CHAP. 
fulted the nobles : Had chaced their carl into France : XV. 
And delivering themfelves over to the guidance of a fedi- ^^*"v-^-' 
tious leader, had praftifed all thofe infolences and difor- *337- 
ders, which the thaughtlefs and enraged populace are fo 
much inclined to coipmit, wherever they are unfortunate 
cpough to be their own mafters °. 

Their prefent leader was James d'Arteville, a brewer 
in Ghent, who governed them with a more abfolute fway 
than ever had Ijeen affumed fey any of their lawful fo- 
Tereigns: He placed and difplaced the magiftrates at plea- 
se: He was accompanied with a guard, who on the 
leaft fignal from him^ inftantly affaffinated any man that 
happened to fall under his difpleafure : All the cities of 
Flanders were fuH of his fpies ; and it was immediate 
death to give him the fmalleft umbrage : The fcv^r no- 
ble5, who reniained in the country, lived in continual 
* terror of his violence : He feized the eftatcs of all thofe 
whom he had either baniflxcd or murdered j and bcfto wr- 
ing a part on their wives and children, converted the re- 
mainder to his own ufe **. Such were the firft efFeds, 
which Europe faw, of popular violence; after having 
groaned, during fo many ag^, under the monarchical and 
ariftocratical tyranny. 

James D*ARtEViLLE was the man, to whom Ed- 
ward applied himfelf for bringing over the Flemingi 
to his interefts ; and that prince, the moft afpirrng of bis 
age, never courted iany ally wkh fo much affiduity and fo 
many fubmiffions, as he .employed towards this fedicious 
and criminal mechanic, D'ArteviUe, proud of thefe 
advances fro^i the king of Rngland^ and fcnfible, that 
the Flemings were naturally inclined to maintain con- 
neftions with the Engliflij who furni tiled them the ma- 
terials of their woollen manufa^ureSj the chief fource 
of their opulence, readily embraced the interefc of Ed- 
ward, and invited him over into the Low Countries. 
Edward, before he entered on this great enterprize, af- 
fected to confult his parliament, aflced their advice, and 
obtained their confent^ And the more to ftrengthen his 
hands, he procured from them a grant of 20,000 facks 
of wool ; which might amount to above a hundred thou- 

fand 

^ Froiflart, Jiv. i. chap. 39. Mejer^s. ^ Frbiffari;, 

liv. I. chap. 30. ^Cotton's Abiidj^. 
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CHAP, (and pounds: This wool was a good inftrumcnt to cm-^- 

XV. ploy with the Flemings ; and the price of it with his 

^"^>'' *^ German allies. He compleated the other ne.ceffary funis 

-*337- by loans, by pawning the crown jewels, by confifcat;- 

)ng or rather robbing at once all the Lombards, wh.o 

" now exerclfed the invidious trade, fofmerly moDopoUzejd 
by th€ ]ews^ of lending on intereft ^; and being attend- 
ed With a body of Eifglifli forces, and with feveral of hi^ 
nobility, he failed ovtr into Flanders. 
i^^S, Th^ German princes^ in order to juftify their uiiprq- 
vokedHoftrlities againft France, had required the fana:iQn 
of feme Ugal authority; and Edward, that he might 
give them latisfaSion on this head, had applied to Lewis 
of Bavaria J then emperor, and had been created by hiip 
vkar qf the empiff \ an empty title, but which feemed 
to give him a right of commanding the fervice of 

.the princes of Germany ^ The Flemings, whp were 
vatTalsi of France, pretending like fcruplcs with regard tp 
the invafion of their liege lord ; Edward, by the advice 
of d'Arteville, afTomed, in his commiflions, the title of 
king of Franccj and, by virtue of jhis right. ch;aliengefl 

'their afTiftance for dethroning Philip de Valois, the 
ufurper of his kingdom*^. This ftep, which, he feare^, 
would deffroy all future amity between the kingdoms, and 
htgct endtefs and implacable jeal.oufies in France, was 
not taken by him without much reludance and hefitation : 

' And as it was not in itfelf very juftifiable, it was in the 
iflue attended with many miferies to both nations. From 
this period we may date.the commencenieht of that great 
animofity, which the Englifli have ever fince borne tp 
the French, which has fp vifible an iriflqence on all fi{- 
ture tranfiiflione, and which has been, ^nd continues tp 
be the fpring of many rafh and precipitatje refolutions 
among them. In all ihe preceding feigps. fince the con- 
queft, the hoflilities between the two crowns had beep 
only cafual and temporary; an^ neyer being attended 
With any bloody or dangerous event, the traces of them 

,\vcrt; cafiiy obliterated by the firft treaty of pacificatioi). 
The Englifti nobility and gentry valued themfelves op 
their French or Norman extraction : They afFe^ed to 
employ the language of that country in all public tran^ 

faflions, 

J DiJgd- Baron, vol. iu p. 146. ^ FroifTart, Ijv. i.chap. 
35. ' '^ Healing, p. 363. Walfuighairi, p. 143. 
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CstSions, and even in familiar converfation ; And a? both C H A ?• 
the Englifti court and camp were always full of nobles, XV. 
who came from fome province or other of France, the ^^ — v^-^ 
"two people were during feveral centuries more inter- *33^» 
rn.ingled together th^n any two diftinct nations, whom 
we nieef yirith in hiftory. But the fatal pretcnfions of 
tedw^dllL diffolved all thefe connexions, and left the 
feeds of grca^ animofity in both countries, ^fpeciall/ 
^mong the Englifli. For it is remarkable, that this lat- 
ter nation, tho* they were commonly the aggreffors, and 
by their fuccefs and fituation were enabled to commit 
the moft cruel injuries on the other, have always retained 
z ftropger tjn^ure of national antipathy ; nor is their 
hatred retaliated ofi th^m to an equal degree by the 
French, That country lies in the middle of Europe, has 
been fucceffively engaged in hoftilities with all its neigh- 
l^urs, the popular prejudices have been diverted into 
many channels, and, among a people of fofter man- 
ners, they never rofe to a great height againft any particu- 
lar nation, 

Philip ipade great preparations againft the attack of 
the Englifli, and fuch as feemed more than fufficient to 
fecure him from the danger. Befides the concurrence of 
^U the nobility in his own populous and warlike king- 
dom, his foreign alliances were both more cordial and 
powerful than thofe which were formjed by his antagonift. 
The pope, who, at this time, lived in Avignon, was 
dependent on France, and being difgufted at the con- 
nexions between Edward and Lewis of Bavaria, whom 
he had excommunicated, he embraced with zeal and 
fincerity the aaule of the French monarch. The king of 
Navarre, the duk^ of Brittany, the count of Bar were 
}n the fame interefts ; and on the fide of Germany, the 
king of Bohemia, the palatine, the dukes of Lorrainei 
and Auftria, the biihop of Liege, the counts of Deux- 
pont, Vaudemont, and Geneva. The allies of Edward 
were in themfelves weaker ; and having no other obje6l, 
but his money, which began to be exhaufted,they were very 
flow in their motions, and very irrefolute in their meafures, 
^he duke of Brabant, the moft powerful among them, j^^q, 
leemed even inclined to withdraw himfelf wholly from the ^ 
alliance ; and the king was negeflitated, both to give the 
^rabantersQ^w privileges in trade, and to cootraQ: his 

fon 
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CHAP, fon Edward with the daughter of that prince, ere he 
XV. could taring him to fulfil hie engagements. The fum- 

^" — ^^'■"■^^mer was wafted in conferences and negociations before 
•339- Edward could lead hts armies into the held ; and he was 
©Wiged, in order to allure his Gernian allies into his mea- 
fures, to prctpnd that the firft attack fhould b^ piade up- 
on Cambray, a city of the empire which had been gar- 
hfoned by Philip^. But finding by a nearer infpec- 
. tion the difficulty of the enterprize, he conduced them 
towards the frontiers of France ; and he there found, by 
a fenfiWe proof, the vanity of his expeftations ; The 
co&nt of Natnur, and eveii the count ef Hatnaidt, his 
brother-in-law (for the did count was dead) rcftifed to 
commence hoftilities againft their liege lord, and retire^ 
wrth their troops ^. Bo little account did they make of 
Edward's pretenfions to the crown of France ! 

War with The king however Entered the enemy's country, and 

France, encamped on the fijdds of Vironfoffe nrear Capelle, with 
an army of flear .50,000 men, compofed almoft entirely 
of foreigners. Philip canie within fight of him with an 
army of near double the force, compofed chkSy of na- 
tive fubje^s ; and it was daily cxpeQed that a battle would 
enfue. But the Englrfh monarch was averfe to engage 
againft fo great a luperiority: The French thought it 
fufficient if he eluded the attadcs of his enemy, without 
running any unneceffary haxard. The two armies faced 
one another for fomc days : Mutual defiances were fent : 
And Rdward, at laft, retired into Flanders, and difperfed 
his army*. 

Such was the fruitlefs and almoft ridiculous (fonclu- 
fion of all Edward's mighty preparations ; and as his 
meafures were the moft prudent, that could .he enibraced 
in his fituation, he might learn from experience in what 
a hopelefs enterprize he was etngaged. His expences, 
though tbey had led to no end, had been confuming and 
c(eftru£tive : He had contraded near 300,000 pounds of 
debt ^ ; he had anticipated all his revenue ; he had pawn- 
ed every thing of value, which belonged either to him- 
felf or his queen ; he was obliged in fome meafMre even 

tg 

^ FroifTart, llv. i. chap. 39. Htraing. p. 305. ^ Froif- 
fart, liv. I . chap. 39. ^ Froiffart, Hv. 1 . chap. 41 , 4Z, 43. 
Heming, p. 307. Walfmg.. p. 143. ^ Cotton's Abidg. 

p. 17. 
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tft p$iwn himHf .1:0 bis cwdk6rs, by defiriflg their p«r-CH A f. 
miflio]!i to go ov£r to £iiglaiid> in order to procure fup- XV. 
ply, ajid i>y ipnoimfing on his «?ord of honour to return ^— ^v— *^ 
in perfon, if he did not remit iheir money. *^i^ 

. BvT bk yrBs A 'prince of too much fpirrt to be dif^ 
<ymragcil by the 6ril didiculties of an undertaking ; and 
h^.VfSk^ adouous toretrieve his honour by more fuccefsful 
mi more ^Hant enterprizes. Fpr thie purpofe, he had, 
during die cooFfe of the ianipaign, fent orders to futnmon' 
9 pftrliamciit by his fon Edward, whom he had left with' 
ttije jtitiexTf guardian, and to 4ef)panii fonie fupply in his 
tifgem i^celfaiies. Tfce baron« feemed inclined to grant 
Hb requeft ; but the knight^, 4vbo often, at this time, 
afted as aifcparateixxiy from the burgeffes nfiade fomcfcru- 
ple of taxing their conftituents, without their confent ; 
sjgod tbey defired the guardian to (ummon a new paHia- 
fmnt, wdio might be properly empowered for that pur- 
pofe. Tiie fitoation of the k'mg and parliament was, 
fej the time, neariy fimilar to that which they conftantly 
fell into about the beginning of the laft century-; and 
fimilar cojnfequences^egan vifibiy to appear. The king, 
feai&bk <rf the frequent deniandis vi^hich he would be obli- 
ged to floake on hispeople, 4iiad been anxious to enfare to 
bb friends a feat in the houfe of commons, and at his 
Hifttgation, the (heriffi and oth^t" placemen had rriade in- 
tePfift to be ele^ed into that aflembly ; dn abo^e which 
the knights defired the king to coi^reft by the tenor of 
bis writ of fununbnsy and which was accordingly r6- - 
medied. On the other hand, the knights profeffedly an- 
nexed coi^ditions to their intended grant, and required a 
Gonfiderable retrenchment of the royal prerogatives, par- 
^ularly with r^ard to purveyance, and the levying of 
the antient feudal aids for knighting the king's eldeft Ton, 
and marrying his eldeft daughter. The new parliament, 
called by the guardian, retained the fame free fpirit ; 
and tho* they offered a large fupply of 30,000 facks of 
wool, no bufmefs was concluded ; becaufe the condi- 
tions, which they annexed, appeared too high to be 
oon^enfated by a temporary conceffion. But when Ed- 
ward himfelf came over to England, he fummoned ano- 
ther parliament, and had the intercft tp procure a fupply 
9n »ftore ^o(dc#ate ternxs. A confirmation of the two 
chatters and of the privileges of boroughs, a pardon for 

old 
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C H A P. old debts and trefpaffes, and a remedy for fomc ab«(e$ in 
XV. the execution of common law, were the chief conditions 
^^— >^""**-' infifted on ; and the king, in return for his conce^ions 
»339- on thefe heads, obtained from the barons and knights an 
unufual grant for twoyear$of the ninth flieaf, lamb, and 
fleece on their eftates, and from the burgefles, a ninth of 
their moveables at their true value. The whole parlia- 
ment alfo granted a duty of forty {hillings on e^ch fack <ii 
wool exported, on each three hundred wool-fells, and 
on each lad of leather for the fame term of years ; but 
dreading the arbitrary fpirit of the crown, they exprefsly 
declared) that this grant was to continuje no longer, and 
was not to be drawn into precedent. Being foon after 
ienfible, that this fupply, tho' confiderable and very un- 
ufual in that age, would come in flowly, and vrould not 
anfwer the king's urgent neceflities, both from his paft 
debts^ and his preparations for war v they agreed, that 
20,000 facks of wool fhould immediately be granted him, 
and their value be deduced from the n'mtfas^ which 
were afterwards to be leviedi 

But there appeared, at tbi* time, another jealonfy in. 
the parliament, which was very reafonable, and was found-' 
ed on a fentiment that ought to have engaged them ra^^ 
ther to check than fupport the king iii all thofe ambitious 
projefts, fo little likely to prove fuccefsful, and fo dange-^ 
rous to the nation, if they did. Edward, who, before 
the commencement of the former campaign, had, in 
feveral commiflions, aflumed the title of king of France,. 
novv more openly, in all public deeds, gave himfelf that 
appellation, and always quartered the arms of France with. 
thofe of England in his feals and enfigns. The parlia- 
ment thought proper to obviate the confequences of this 
meafure, and to declare, that they owed him no obedience 
as king of France, and that the two kingdoms muft for 
ever remain diliiin£t and independent^.. They un- 
doubtedly forefaw, that France, if fubdued, would, in 
the end prove the feat of government j and they deemed 
this previous proteftation neceffary, in order to prevent 
their becoming a province under that monarchy. .A very 
frail fecurity, if the event had really taken place! 
1340. As Philip was apprized, from the preparations, whiQh 
were making bpth in England and the Low Couptries, 

that 
Y 14 Edward HI. 
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that he muft expeft another invafion from Edward, he C H A P. 
fitted out a great fleet of 400 veffels, manned with ^ ^^^ 
40,000 men ; and he ftationed them off Sluife, with 
view of intercepting the king in his paffage. The ~ 




une« 



gained the wind of the enemy, and had the fun in their 
backs ; and with thefe advantages began the action. The 
battle was fierce and bloody : The Englifh archers, whcfe 
force and addrefs were now much celebrated, galled the 
French on their approach ; And when the fhips grappled, 
together, and the conteft became more fteady and furi- 
ous, the example of the king, and of fo many gallant 
noWes, who accompanied him, animated to fuch a de- 
gree the feamen and foldiery, that they maintained every 
where a fuperiority over the enemy. The French alfo 
had been guilty of fome imprudence in taking their fta- 
tion fo near the coaft of Flanders, and choofing that place 
for the .fcene of adion. The Flemings, defcrying the 
battle, hurried out of their ports, arid brought a re-in- 
forcement to the Englifli ; which, coming unexpefitedly, 
had a greater effeS than in proportion to its power and 
numbers. Two hundred apd thirty French ihips were 
taken: Thirty tboufand Frenchmen were killed, with 
two of their admirals : The lofs of the Englifli was in- 
confiderable, compared to the gre^tnefs and importance of 
the viSory ^. None of Philip's courtiers, it is faid, dared 
to inform him of the event; till his fool or jefter gave 
him a hint, by which he . difcovered the lofs that he had 
fufiained^ ^ 

The luftre of this great fuccefs added to the king's 
authority among his allies, who affembled their forces 
with expedition, and joined the Englifli army. Edwar<I 
inarched to the frontiers of France at the head of above 
100,000 men, confifting chiefly of foreigners, a more 
numerous army than, either before or fince, has ever 
been commanded by any king of England *. At the fame 
time, the Flemings, to the number of 50,000 men, mar- 
ched out under the command of Robert d'Artois, and 

laid 

^ Froiflart, liv. i. chap. 51, Avefbuiy, p. 56. Heming. 
p. 321. A Walfif^g. p. 148. ® Rymer, vol. v. p, 197. 
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CHAP, laid fiege to St. Ofrier ; but this turtultuar/fijreey c6«ri^ 
XV, pofed emirely of tradefmcn, uoexptitidnced in Wir, \<ra» 

**""'^^*^--' routed by afallyof the' garrifon, and liotwithftanding t$^ 
*34^- abilities of their leader, was thrown inuo fu<*i 21 piHttc, 
that they were inftaBtly difjwrfed, and never aftet rfp* 
peared in the field. The cntcrprizes of Edwafd, thb' 
not attended with fo inglorious an iffoe, provcid equally 
vain and fruitlcfs. The fcing of Ffatitef had alffembled 
an army more numerous than the En^ifh ; wa& s^domp^ 
nied with all the chief nobility of hi^ kingdoi^ ; was at* 
tended by many foreign princes, and' even by three itHs* 
parchs, the kings of Bohemia, Scotland, tmd NaVarfe ^ : 
Yet he ftill adhered to the prudent refblbtion of pattit>g 
nothing to hazard, and after throwii^ {Wong- garniohs ih^ 
to all the f^ontie^ towns, he retired backwacrds, pfcrfuided> 
that the enemy, having wafted thcJir fbrce in fOme te* 
dicus and unfuccefsful enterprize, wotitd OSotd hith aii 
cafy viftory. 

To URN AY \Vas at that time one of tlife mod eon*- 
fiderable cities of Flanders, containing above 60,000 in- 
habitants of all agds j who were affe3ionate tt> the French 
government ; and as the fecret of Edw^ard's designs had 
not been ftridly kept, Philip learned, that the ErigUfhi 
in order to gratify their Fle^ifti allies, hfad intetidfed tb 
open the campaign with the lie^ of thii pl'stct : He tocHt 
care therrfore to fupply it with a garrifon of 14,000 
men, commanded by the bravefb nobility of France; 
and he reafonably expeftedy that thefe forces, joined tb 
the inhabitants, would be able to defend tfte city agairtit 
all the efforts of the cnerrty. Accordirigly, Edward, 
when he commenced the fiege, about the end of Jaly, 
found every whdrfe an ebfflnate refiftantfe J The valour 
of the one fide was encountered with efqtoal valoUt by 
the other: Every affauit Wa^repulffcd and proved unfuc- 
cefsful : And thtf bing was at laft Obliged to ttifn thse 
fiege into a Wockatle, in hopes, that th« ^ttitt nurfibfcrs 
of the garrifon and inhabitants, which had ehabted theni 
to defend themfelves againft his attacks, 'v^ould but ex- 
pofe them to be the more eafily reduced by famine ^1 
The count d'Eu, the governor, a^ foon as he pfrtdv^d 
that the Englifli had formed this plan of operations, en^ 

deavoured 

^ Froiflart, Ijv. i. cBsp. 57. . P Froifferf, liv. r. diaj. 
54- 
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ikdvoured to (pstve bis provifiohs^ by expdiing all the C H A p- 
uieiefs mottths^; and the duke of Brabant, who wifhcd no XV. 
fuccef$ to Edward's enterprizes, gave every c«ie a free *— s^'''*=^ 
paffage thro* his quarters. ^34<*. 

Aft BR the fie^e haid continued ten weeks, the city 
Ivas reduced to diftrefs ; and Philip, recalling all his fcat- 
tftred garrifons, advanced towards the Engliih camp at 
the head of a nmighty army, with an intention of ftili 
avoiding any deeifrve aSion,^ buft of feeking fonfie oppor-* 
tunity to throw relief into the place. Here, Edward, 
irritated with the fmall progrefs he had hitherto made; 
and with the difagreeable profpe^ that lay before him, 
fcnt Philip a defiance by a herald ^ and challenged him, ' 

to diecide their claims for the crown of France, either 
by firtgle combat, or by an aftion of a hundred againft 
a hundred^ or by a general engagement. But Philip re- 
plied, that Edtvard having done homage to him for the 
dutchy of Gui^nne, and having folemnly acknowledged 
his fnperiority, it by no means became him to fend a de*< 
fiance to his liege lord and fovereign : That he was confi- 
dent, notwithftanding all £d ward's preparations, arid his 
conjun£iion with the rebellious Flemings, to be ablefoofi 
to chaee him from' the frontiers of France: That as the 
hoftilities from England had prevented him from execute 
idg his purpofed crufade againft the infidels, he trufted in 
the afliftance of the Almighty, who would reward his 
pious intentions, and punifti the aggreflbr, whofe ill-" 
grounded claims had rendered them inefFeftual : That 
Edward propofed a duel on very unequal terms, and 
offered to hazard only his own perfon, againft both the 
kingdom of France, and the perfon of the king : But 
that if he would enereafe the ftake, and put alfo the king- 
dom of England on the iiTue of the duel, he ^fould, not- 
withftanding that the terms would ftill be unequal, very 
willingly accept of the challenge^. It was eafy to fee 
that thefe mutual bravades were intended only to dazzle 
the populace, arid that the two kings were too wife to 
think of executing their pretended purpofe. 

While the French and Englifti armies lay in this 
fituation, and a general adion was every day expeded, 
Jane, countefs, dowager of Hainault, interpoied with 

her 

^ Du Tillet, Recueii de Traitez, ^c. Heming. p. 325, 
326, Walfuig, p; 149, 
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CHAP, her good oiEces^ and endeavoured to cericiUate peace bc-> 
XV. tween the contending monarchs, and t6 prevent any far- 

^■**v***-' ther effufion of blood. This princefs w!as Jmother-in-^aw 
*34^' to Edward, and fitter to Philip; and tho* (he had takenf 
the vows in a convent^ and had abandoned the wodd, 
(he left her retreat on this occafion, and employed all 
her pious efforts to allay thofe animoflties, which had 
taken place between perfons fp nearly related to her, and 
to each other. As Philip had no material claims on his 
antagonift, (he found him to hearken very willingly to 
the propoials ; and even the haughty and ambitious Ed* 
ward, convinced of his fruitlefs attempt, was not averfe 
to her negociation. He was fenfible from experience, that 
he had engaged in an enterprize which far exceeded his 
force ; and that the power of England was never likely 
to prevail over that of a fuperior kingdom, firmly united 
' under an able and prudent monarch. He difcovered, 
that all liie allies, whom he could gain by negociation, 
were at bottom averfe to his enterprize ; and tho* they 
might fecond it to a certain length, would immediately 
detach themfelves, and oppofc its final accomplifliment, if 
ever they could be brought to think, that there was feri- 
oufly any danger of it. He even faw, that their chief 
purpofc was to obtain money fi-om him ; and as his fup- 
plies from England came in very flowly, and had much 
difappointed his expeftations, he was convinced of their 
growing indifference in his caufe, and of their zeal to 
embrace all plaufible terms of accommodation. Con- 
vinced at laft, that an undertaking muft be imprudent, 
which could only be fupported by means fo unequal to 

3d Sept. the end, he concluded a truce, which left both parties in 
poffeffion, of their prefent acquifitions, and (lopped all 
farther hoftilities on the fide of the Low Countries, 
Guienne and Scotland, till Midfummer next''. A ne- 
gociation was foon after opened at Arras,, under the me- 
diation of the pope's legates, and the truce was attempted 
to be converted into a foFid peace. Edward here Re- 
quired that Philip (hould free Guienne from all claims of 
fuperiority, and entirely abandon the proteSion of Scot- 
land : But as he feemed not any wife entitled to make ' 
fuch exorbitant demands, either from his paft fucceffes, 
or future profpeSs, they were totally rejeSed by Phi- 
lip* 

^ Froiffart, liv. 1. chap. 64. Avelbury, p» ^5. 
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)Sp^ wto agrctd onty to a prdongation of^ the truce. CH A P. 
, ,Th£ king of France fooQ. after detachccTtbe emperor XV. 
Lewis from the alliance of England, and engaged him ^-^-v—*^ 
to revoke the title of imperial vicar^ which he had con* '34^* 
£arred on Edward ^. The king's other allies on the fron* 
tiers of France, difappointed in their hopes, gradually 
withdrew from die confederacy. And Edward himfelf, 
barraflfed by his numerous and importunate creditorsj^ 
W9S obliged to make 4iis efcape by ftealth into Eng* 
lund. 

The unufuai impofition of a ninth iheaf, lamb and Domeftic. 
fleece, laid on by the parliament, tc«^ether with the great diihirb- 
w^nt of mon4y» and ftiU more, of credit in England, ancts. 
had rendered the remittances to Flanders fo backward i 
aor.oouk^ it'be €Xp6decl,.that #iny expeditious methods 
pf coUedilig a tan* which wa^tfo piew in itfelf, and which 
yielded only>a' gradual prodiice^ could poilibly be con- 
jtrived by the king or his minifterSf And tho' the parlia* 
ment^ forjcfeeing the inoonvenience, had granted, as a pre- 
sent refource, 20,000^ fikks. of wool, the only Englifli 
gpods which bore a certain . price in foreign m;u'kets, and 
,were^ the next to ready money; it was impoffible, but the 
ieizing of foch a.'buUcy commodity, the gatherii^ of it 
irom different parts; of the kingdoni,: and the difpoung of 
it abcoad, muft take up much more time than the ur? 
gency of the king's affairs would permit, and occafipn 
all the difappointments c6mplaiped o^ during the cpurf<^ 
of the campaign. . But tho' nothing had happened, which 
£dward might npt reafonaUy have forefeen, he was fp ^ 

irritat^ wjith the unfortunate iffue of his military opera* 
tipns, and fo much vexed. and affronted by his foreign 
creditors, that h^ was determined t^) throw the blanie 
fomewhere off himfelf, and he came in very bad hvi^ 
mour into England^ He difcov^ed his peeviih difpofition 
by the firft ad which he performed ^fter his arrival : As 
he landed unexped^ly, he found the Tower fomewhat 
unguarded ; and he immediately conm>itted to prifon the 
conftaUe and all others who luid the charge of tha^fop* 
trefs; and he ti:eated:,them with u^ufual rigour^. His 
vengeance fell next on the officers of the revenue, the 
JSieriffs, the collators of the taxes, the undertakers of all 
^ Vol. IL : , . Z . , kin4i 

^ Hcming. p. 3$a. Tpod. Neuft. p. $14. Knyghtos, p. 
^580. « ypod. Neufk. p. 513. 
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CHA^^Uihk^ kni Wi4«i tvfdii^aH of them otftof ibeir ^ 
3 CV% ficey, ht tp^nted iirommiOuiers to «o4Wifft itm their 

^"^ ^'oonduaj attd thtfc met), iti ordar to gnttUy^ the ki^t 
^>4^ humour, i^m-e fure ndl to find ttif pemn inDOcent^ wi^ 
cAfte before diem K Sit Johft St. Paid, feteper of thtf 
]^f y fetl. Sir John SloAore^ lord diief jnftice, Aiub«^ 
Aubrey^ mnyor LMdon, were dirplaccri mid imprifoned; 
Its were alfe the bMiop of Oiichefter, chanceUor, and 
the bifh6p of Lichfield, treafOr^ Stratford, arch* 
biihop of Canterbury, on whom the chame of colleding 
*" the new taxes had been diiefly laid, iellltkewife under 
the kitig^ difpleafure; h&t beif^ abfent at the time of 
Edward's arrival, lie efcaptd feekng the immediate cf» 
fea% of it. 

' tfls^e were <lroii|; reafeis, wUdi tmgbt <fifaeyrage 
the kiiMKof England, in thttfe oeet, ftwi 4Mll!0wiii^ the 
chief tSicts of the cnyWii M frelatei aad oitier eracfia*- 
fKcat perfoM. Thefe menliad fo omtetKlied dtemielvei 
hi friviltges ai^ immunities, and ^halfong^ed fe ^aly m 
^xe^ioa from all leoiilar jeriMiAioiH lihat fio ci^il pe* 
liatty <oQld be MKeted on them 4» niiy malvcrfiitkm ia 
itfAce ; and as ^ten ireafon itfelf was ^declared to he in^ 
amdrfeal ojffettce, "not- was rflowed to %e a fiiffieietil tea* 
ftto fisr depriirati^ or etfaor (piritial cetifiK«i, thai or^ 
itet ^ men had elifared to %1iemf€*res sdmeft a«otsA inn 
f'Miqr, and wiere n<* bound fay any pdlkkd Uwa <v lU^ 
lutes. But, en the e^her hand, there were mtiiy peco^ 
liar ^des whiidi favosred their {>romotiM. Betides thai 
fhejr pbffdned ^dm^oA aH the learmng bf ^e age, and were 
beR quiKfied ft>r avtt employments ; ^e fnefates^efijoyed 
%t|md tityiiity with the greateft barom, wd gatv weighty 
tuy their ferioniBl authority, to the powers eMMiiled wfah 
Chem*: AVMe, at the (mtt time, they endaan^red not 
l!he erown %y accumubiting weal^ 0r inBuence in their 
Amities, and wek^ reftrained, by the deoency of their 
dnar a' fter, fi'om that open rapine and violence, fo of^ 
lieu ^a&fed by 'die nobles. Thefe motives had induced 
Cdwsrd, as wdl as many ojF his predeceflbrs, to entntft 
the chi^ t^nts of li^ gorernment in the hands of et* 
^ defiafticsi; 

^ Avelbury^ p. 70. Heming. p. 326. WalBogfaam. |k 
'5^ 
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dcfi&ftics ; at the hazard cf- feeing then) difbwn his au-C H A P. 
tbority fa foon at it was turned againft them. XV< 

Thi9 was the cafe with archbiftiop Stratford. Tha^ ^-— v*"^*-* 
prelate, informed of Edward's indignation . againft htm^ 134'- 

Srepared himfelf for the ftorm ; at)d not content with 
anding upon the defenfive, he refolved, by be^nUing 
the attack, to (hew the king, that he knew the privUc^ 
of his charader, and had courage to maintain them, fie 
Hfued a general fentence of exconimunication againA all, ' 
who, on any pretext, cxcrcifed violence on the perfon o^ 
goods of clergymen f who infring^ed thofe privileges re«> 
cured by the great diarter, and by the ecdefiafiical ca^^ 
noas ; or who accufed a prelate of treafon, or any other . 
erime, in order to btfng htm under the king's diip(ea« 
fare ^. Even Edward had reafon to think himfelf i&uck 
at by this fentence^ both on account of the imprtibnnaeni 
4f the two biftiops and that of dther clergymen concerned 
in lerying the taxes^ and 6n account or his feiztng their 
bnils and monreables, that he tnight* make them anfwer« 
able for any^ bahnce, whidi remained in their hands. 
The cJer^, with the primate at their head, were now 
fermed int6 a regular d>nnbination againft the kingi and 
many cahimnies were fpi^ead againfl^ him, in order ^6 ^ 
prive hitti'of the cohfidenjce' knd afFedions 9f. his feo^ 
pie ; that he intended to' I'eeaU thi ^enerat|||»rdo;i, and 
the remtfllon of old dehti which he had granted^ and to ' 
impofe new tiki arbitrary taxes without oonlent oif {^* 
IhAient. The strchbtfhop went fo far, in a tetter to th«^ 
king himfetf, as to tfeH him^ that there Were twopoxvet^: 
by whkh the world was governed, the hd:y pontifiupal 
apoAolfC d^ity, and the royal fubordinate autBoTi^ ; 
That of Aefe two powers, the clerical vfg$ evidently, ^bi^ 
fupreme, fince the priefts were twpanfwer, at the; t;t}>iif; 
nat of the divine judgmenti for the cpnda€b o^kuig$;^{finP|-i 
fetves: That the cfer^ were, the fpiritual fatl^efs of'-all 
tke fatthfut, and, amongft'otfiers, of kings and prinoes^^ 
and were intitted, by aheayehty chaiter, to dire& thetr. 
wfDs and afiions, and to cenHire their tranfgreilions ; ^^^d 
that prelates had heretofore cited eipperors be%re Hwir 
tribmial, had fat in judgmeiit on their life and befaavicairiv 
and had anathematized rfxefrt for their obiBnate offence* \ 

Z'a \ Thcfc 

* Heming. p. 339. Ang. Saaa^ vol. i. pv ai, aa. Wal^ 
iingham, p. 1^3. <* Ai^t&Sactk, vol. 1 p. a7. 
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C HA P. Thefe^ topics were not. well qtlculated to afipeafe EdwarcTs 
• XV. indignation; and w))en he called a. parlianient, he^fent not 
)*-^v^^to the primate, as to the other peers^ afummons to attend 
" y34J* it. Straiford was not difcouraged with this mark of neg- 
' * ' led or anger : He appeared before the ^ates, arrayed, ia 
his pontifical robes, holding the croiier in his hand,, and 
Accompanied with a pompous train of priefts and prelates ^ 
and he required admittance as thefirft and higheft4>eer of 
the realm. During two days, the lung reje&ed his ap^ 
plication : But, either fenfible. that this affair flight be at- 
tended with (langerous confequences, or that in his impa- 
tience he had groundlefsly accufed the primate of malver- 
fation in his office, which feems really to have been the 
cafe ; he at lait permitted him. to take his feat, and was 
reconciled to him **. . 

Edward now found himfeUF in a very bad fituation 
both with his own people and with foreign ftates; and it 
required all his genius and capacity to extricate himfelf 
from fuch multiplied difficulties and embarranfments. His 
anjuft and exorbitant claims on France and Scotland had 
engaged him in an implacable war with thefe two king'^ 
^onis> hisnearefl neighbours: He had loll almoA ^l.ms: 
^eign alliances by his irregular payments : He was deep^ 
ty involved in debts, for which he owed a confumlng In* 
rereft: His military o[»erations. had vanilhed into fnooke; 
and, etcepthis naval vidory, none of them had been 
attended even with glory; or renown,. either to liimfelf or 
rt> the nation : The animofity between him and the clergy : 
was open and declared : The people were difoontented on 
j|CCOunt of many arbitrary meafures, in whijch he had been, 
en^ged: And what wa? piore dangerous, the nobility,: 
taking advantage of his prefent neceflitics, were deter* 
mihed to retrench his powier,,. and by encroaching on the; 
smtient prerogatives of the cfqwu, to acquire to them*: 
f(^ves independence arid ^u^hority. But t$e afpiring ge- 
nius of Edward, whichhad fofartranf^rted him beyond « 
the bounds of difcretjon, proved at h& fufficient to re- 
ipthiit him in his former autbority^ and finally to render 
his reign the moft triumphant which i^ to be met with in 
EngRflr ftory: Tho* for the prefent he was obliged, 
widifome lofs of honour, to yield to .the .current, which 
bprc ft) flrongly againft him. c 

- ^^ The 

'''-'- ^"^^^EH^Sao^/vol/kp^^ : 
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The pariUment framed an zGt, which was likely toC A A P- 
produce confiderable innovations in the government. XV.. 
They premtfed, that, whereas the great charter haif, to V'^^O*^ 
the itianifeft peril and flander of the king and damage of '34'* 
his people^ been violated in many points, particularly ij- 
the imprifonmdnt of free men and the feizure of their 
goods, without fuit, indi£bnent or trial, it was neceflary! 
to confirm h anew, and to oblige all the chief officers of 
the law, together vrith the fteward and chamberlain of the 
houihold, the keeper of the privy feal, the controller and 
treafurer of the wardrobe, andthofe who were entrufied 
with the education of the young prince, to fwear to the. 
regular obfervance of it They alfo remarked, tbat the 
peers of the realm had formerly been arretted and iihpri-' 
toned, and difpolTefled of their temporalities and lands, 
and even fome of them put to death, without judgment 
or trial; and they therefore enaded that fuch violences 
fiiould henceforth ceafe, and no peer be puniftied but by 
the award of his peers in parliament. They required, 
that, whenever any of the great offices above-mentioned 
became vacant, the king (bould fill it by the advice of his 
council, and the confent of other great men, who ibould 
at that time be found to refide in the neighbourhood of the 
court. And they enaded, that on the third day of every 
feffion, the king ihould refume into his own hands aU 
thefe offices, except thofe of juftices of the two benches 
and the barons of exchequer ; that the minifters fhould 
for the time be reduced to private perfons ; tbat they (hould 
Hi that condition anfwer before the parliament to any ac- 
cufations brought againft them ; and that, if they were 
feund any wife guilty, they Ihould finally be difpofTefTe^ 
of' their offices, and more able perfons be fubftituted in 
their places ^. By thefe laft regulations the barpns ap- 
proached as near as they dared to thofe refiriSions, which 
had formerly been impofed on Henry III. and Edward II, 
and, which from the dangerous confequences attending 
them, had become ib generally odious, that they did not 
cxped to have either the concurrence of the people in de- 
nfianding tfaem, or the aflent of the prefent king in grant- 
ing them. 

In return, for thefe important conceflions, the parlia-* 

ment proffered the king a grant of 2^0^000 /acks of wool ; 

; -^ . ;. \ . •:.„• '..•' ' i-; .\ . . :• .v^ . . . ttp4 

»i5Edw.m. 
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C H A p. and bis wants were fo urgeot* from cbe. c}afiioar& of hts 
XV. creditors, and the demands of bis foreign |lCa» tbat he 

^■— 'v^'*^ t^ obliged to accept of the fupply on thefe bard cpndir 
^34'* tions. He ratified this ftatute in mil parliaoieiit ; but ho 
ficnthj entered a prot^El of fuch a nature as was fufficient, 
one Should itnagine^ to deAroy for the Future all truft and 
ccnfifieiice with his pecpk : He declaredt . that« fo fooo 
as his convenience permitted^ he wouTd^ from bis owa 
authority, revoke what had been extorted' from bim ®« 
Accordingly J he was no focner poffeffed of the pariia* 
memar^ fuppty, than he iOTued an edi% ;wbidi containn 
many extraordinary pofiiions and prctenfioQs* He firii 
aOertSt that that (latutc had been enafted contrary to law \ 
as if a frecl^iQativc body could ever ^q any thing iUegJr 
He next affirms, tliat, aslt wa$ hurtful to the prerogativea 
of ihe crown which he wis Gvorn to defendf be had only 
diffembted, when he feemed to ratify. it|^ but tbat he bad 
never in his own brea9 gi^^en his aUeqt to it. He doea 
npt pretend, that either he or the parliament )^y tmderapy 
force; but ooty that fome inconvenience would have en*- 
fucd had he not fccmingly given bis aflent to that pre<-^. 
tended ftatute. He therefore, with the advice of his coun^. 
oil 2JiAof fome earls and barons^ abrogates and annuls it ^ 
and the' he profelTc^ hipifelf willing and detertnined ta 
obferye fuch articles of it. as were tormerly law» he de^ 
dares it to h^ve thenceforth no force or authority ^* The 
parliaments, who were afterwards affembled, took no 
notice of this arbitrary exertion of royal power, which by 
a party of reafpn left all the'ur laws at the mercy of tho 
kii^ ; and during the courfe of two years, Edward bad 
fo ikv re-efiablilhed his influence, and freed bimfelf from 
his prefent neceflities, that he then obtained from his 
parliament a legal repeal of the obnoxicgasllatute ^ This 
tfanfadion certainly contains remarkable dccumftances^ 
which difcover the manncfs and fenjiments of the age^ 
and may prgve what inaccurate wori; might be expe&ed 

from 

^ Statutes at large^ i J Edw. III. That thia parotcft of the 
king*s was ftcr€t appears evidently, fince otherwlie it would 
have been i^iculous m the parliament to have accepted of his' 
afibnt : Qefid«s the king owns that he £ffemhlf^, Which would 
HDt have been the eaf;^ had his proteft been pnblkr. ^ Sta- 
Hiias at large, 15 Ejiw. IIL ^Cpotton's Abridgn. p. 38^ 
39. 
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from- fueh mile h^ods^ when enf^oyed in legiflation, and C H A F- 
in rearing die ddtcate fabric of laws aad a-conftitution. XV. 

BoT 3io' Edward had happily recovered his autfaoriiy ^— -v-^^ 
at hofne» which had been inftpained by the events of the '341* 
Frendi war^ he had undei^me fo man^ mortifications 
from that\ attempt, and faw fo little pro(pe& of fuccefs, 
that he would prob^bfy have dropped his daim, had not a 
revolution in Briiuny opened to him more promifing viewsj 
and given his enterprizing genius a foil opportunity of 
difptaying itfelf. 

JoHft IILdukeof Brittany, had, feme years before ASairs of 
his death, found himfelf dedtntng thro* age and infirmi- Brittany, 
ties; and having noiflue, he was folicitous to prevent 
thofe diforders, to which, on the event of his difceafe, a 
disputed fucceffion might expofe his fubjeds. His younger 
brother, the count de Penthievre, had left only one dau^- 
ter, whom the duke deemed his heir ; and as his ^»mity 
had inherited thedutchy by a female fucceffion, bethought 
her title pMerable to that of the count de Mountforr, 
who, being his brother by a fecond marriage, was the male 
heir of that principality K He accordingly pro{K>red to 
beflow her in marriage on fome perfon, who might be 
aUeto defend her rights; and he caft his eye on Charles 
de Blois, nephew of the king of France, by his mother, 
Margaret de Valois, fifter to that monardi. But as he 
both loved his fubjefb, and was beloved by them, he de-^ 
termined not to take this important ftep without their 
approbation ; and having aflfembled the flatesof Brittany, 
he reprefented to them the advantages of that alliance, 
andtbeprofped, which it gave, of an entire fettlemeht 
of the fucceffion. The Bretons willingly concurred in 
his choice : The marriage was concluded : All his vafTab, 
and, among the reft, the count de Mountfort, fwbre 
fealty to Charles and to his fpoufe, as to their future fo- 
vereigns : And every danger of civil commotions feemcd 
to be obviate<], as far as human prudence could provide a 
remedy agatnft them. 

But on the death of this good prince, the ambition of 

the count de Mountfort broke thro' all thefe regulations, 

• and kindled a war, not only dangerous to Brittany, but 

to a great part of Europe. While Charks de Blois was 

foliating at the court of France the inveftiture of the 

dutchy, 

* Froiflkrt, Kv. i* chap. ^54, * • • 
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CHAP.dutchy^ Mountfort was adtve in, acquiring jmmf4iatc 

XV« poflcffion of it ; and by force or intrigue he inade hiinfelf 

• ^■^"V**-' mafter of Rennes^ Nantz^ Breft, Heonetxinne, and all 

fH^' the moft iroponant foitrefles, and engaged niany confide- 

rable barons to aickaowledge his authK>rit}r ^. Senfible» 

that he could expeft no favour from Philip» he made a 

voyage to England, on pretence of.foliciting' his claim 

lo the earldom of Richmond, which b^d devolved to him 

h^ his brother's dieath ; and, offering to do homage to 

Edward, as king of France, for the dutchy of Brittany, 

he projpofed a i&tft ftUiance for ^e (upport of e^ other's 

{Retentions. Edward faw immediatdy th^ advantages af- 

: tending this treaty : Motintfort, an a^ve aad valiast 

= prince, clc^ely united to him by intereft, opened at onqc 

an entrance into the heaft of France, and afforded him 

pnuch more Battering views, than bis idlies on the fide of 

.Germany and the m>w Countries, who had po fincere 

attachment to his caufe, and whofc progreis was alfo ob* 

firuded bv thofe nunoerous fortifications, whiich ^ad been 

raifed on tnat frontier. Robert d'Artois was zealous in in-- 

j^j^f^c^ffil.fcfcwgthefeQonrideTatioM: The ambitious fpirit of £d« 

of the F^rd ^as little difpofed to fit down under thofe repulfes^ 

war with which he h^d received, and which, bethought, hadfo 

France. |nuch injured his reputation : And it required a very Ihort 

negpti^ipn to conclude a treaty of alliance between two 

men ; who, tho! their pleas with regard to the preference 

of male or female fucceifion were diredly oppofite, wer« 

intimately connected by their immediate interefts '^. 

As th|s tfeaty was ftill a fecret, Mountfort, on his re- 
turn, ventured to appear at Paris, in order to (lefend his 
^ cauie before the court of peers ; but obfervbg Philip and 
his j^^ges to be prepoffefled againft his title, and dr^ii^ 
their intentions of arrefling him, till he (houid reilore 
what he hM. feized by violence, he fuddenly made his 
. efcape ; and war immediately broke out between him and 
Charles de Blois ^. Philip fent his eldeftfon, the duke 
of Normandy, with a powerful army to the affiftance pf 
the latter ; and Mountfort, unable to keep the field a* 
gaind.his rival, remained in the city of Nantz, where i^e 
was befieged. The city was taken by thp treachery of 
the inhabitants: Mount torf fell into the hands pf bis enf « 

- miey; 

5 Froiflart, Jiy. I. chap. 6$, 66, 67, 68. ^ FroiiTart, 
lir. I. cbap. 69, ^^ Jbid. chap, 70, 71. 
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sues; was conduced as a prifoner to Paris ; and was (hut C HA Pi 
up in the tower of the Louvre ". XVi. 

This ^veat feemed to put an end to ttie pretenfions\4of *•— '^^'^^ 
the count de Mouqt&irt ; but his afFairs were immediately '*34*' 
retrieved by an unexpcQed incident, which infpired new 
life aiul yigour into his party. Jane of Flanders, coun- 
tefs pf Mountfortf the moft extraordinary woman of that 
0gp, W4is ro^zed^ by the captivity of her huftand, firom 
thofe domefiic t:are$, to which (be had hitherto limited 
her genius ; and (he courageoufly undertook to iupport 
the falling fortunes of her family. • No iboner did &e re^ 
ceive the fatal intelligence, than (he aflembled the infaa^ 
jbit^nts of Rennet, where. .(be tbpn.refid^ ; and carrying 
her infant fpn in b^ arms, deplored to them the calamity 
pf their fovereign* She recommended to their care the 
illuflirious orphan, the fole male remaining of their an^ 
tient princes, who had governed thena with fuch indul-^ 
£ence and lenity» and to^ whom they had ever profelTed 
fuch zealous attachment* She declared herfelf willing to 
run all hazards with theih in fo juft a caiife ; difcovered 
^e reTources yirblch (till remained in the alliance of £lng- 
land; and entrestted them to make one effort againft an 
iifurper, who, being impbfed on them by the arms of 
France, would in return make a facrifice to his proteSor 
of the antient liberties of Brittany. The audience, moved 
\>y the affcQing appearance, and infpirited by the noble 
condud: of the princefs, vowed to live and die with her 
indefehdii^ the rights of her family: All the other for-- 
irefTes of Srittany embraced ttys fame refolution: The 
ix>untefs went from place to place, encouraging the gar- 
rjfons, providing them with every nece.ffary for fub(if* 
tance, and concerting the proper plans of defence ; and 
after (he bad put the whole province in a good pofturct 
(h^ 0>ut becfelf up in Hennebonne, where (he waited with , 
impatience the arrival of thofe fuccours, whidi Edward 
had promifed her. Mean while, (he fent over her fon to 
£ngland, both that (he might put him in a place of fafety^ 
^nd engage the king more ftrongly, by fuch a pledge, to. 
embrace with zeal the ihterefts-of her family. 

Char|;.£.s pe Blois, anxious to make himfelf maf« 
^er of fo important a fortrefs as Hennebonne, and ftiH 
xnorc to take the countefs prifoner, from wfaofc vigour and 



capacity 



5 Ibid. fb^p. 73. 
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CHAP, ctpacity all the difficohies to his fuccefSon in Brittan]^ 
XV. now proceeded, fat down before the place with a gre^l 

^^■**>'^"***-' arhiy, compofed of French, Spaniards, Genoefe, and 
'34** fome Bretons; and he conduced the attack with indefa- 
tigable induftry ^. The defence was no lefs vigorous i 
The befiegers were repulfed in every affault: Frequent 
fallies were made with fuccfefs by the garrifon : And the 
countefs herfelf being the mod forward in all military 
operations, every one was afliamed not to*ezert himfelf to 
the utmofl in this defperate fituation. One day (be per« 
ceived, that the befiegers, entirely occupied in an attadc> 
had negle3ed a diftant quarter of their cannp; and fhe 
immediately failied forth at the head of a body of 200 
cavalry, threw them into confufion, executed great flaugh* 
ter upon them^ and fet fire to their tents, baggage and 
magazines : But when fhe was preparing to return, ihe 
found that ihe was intercepted, and that a great body of 
the enemy had thrown themfelves between her and th^ 
gates. She inflantly took her refolution ; flie ordered her 
men todiftand, and to make the beft'of thetr way by 
flight to Bred. She met them at the appointed place of 
rendezvous, cdleSed another body of 500 horfe, re- 
turned to Hennebonne, broke unexpeQedly thro* tht 
enemies camp, and was received with fhouts and a^la* 
motions by the garrifon, who, ^ encouraged by this rein* 
forcement, and by fo rare an example of female valour, 
determined to defend themfelves to the lafl: extremity. * ^ 
Thx reiterated attacks, however, of the befiegers, had 
•t length made feveral breaches in the walls; and it was 
apprehended, that a general aflault, which was every houf . 
expeded, woiild overpower the garrifon, dimintihed in 
their numbers, and extremely weakened with watching 
and fatigue. It became neceffary to treat of a capitula- 
tion ; and the biihop of Leon was already efftgaged, for 
that purpofc, in a conference with Charles deBlois, whtn 
the countefs J who Fiad mounted on a high tower, and was 
looking towards the fea with great impatience, defcried 
fome (ails at a diftance. She immediately exclaimed": 
Behold the fuca^urs f the EngUp fucc(yHrs ! No capitula^ 
iign ^ I This fleet carried a body of Engltfh gens d'armes, 
and fix thoufand archers, whom Edward had prepared for 
the relief of Hennebonne, but who had been^long de^ 

taincd 

^' Frolffart, ilv. I. chap, 81. .^ Ibid. 
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fllined by contrary winds. They entered the harbour C H A P<*' 
ynder the comtnaiid of Sir Walter Manny, one of the ^^• 
braveft captains of England; and having infpircd freih*''"^*''"***' 
courage into the garriibn, immediately fallied forth j beat *34** 
the bdie^ers from ail their pods, and obliged them to de- 
camp. I 
. But cotwitfaftanding this foccefs^ the count efs of 
Mountfort found that her party, overpowered by numbers, 
were declining in every quarter ; and (he went over to 
iblicit more effedual foccours from the king of England, 
Edward granted her a confiderable jeinforcement under 
Robert d'Artois; if ho embarked his troops on board a fleet 
•f forty»6ve (hips, and failed to Brittany. He was met 
10 his paffagc by the enemy ; an afilion enfued, where tlie 
countcfs behaved with her wonted valour^ and charged 
the enemy fword in hand ; but the fleets, after a iharp 
MGtion, were feparated by a ftorm, and the Englifti ar- 
rived (afely in Brittany. The lirft exploit of Robert 
d'Aitois vaay the taking of Vannes, which he maftered b^ 
eondud and addrds ^ : But he furvived a very little time 
this profperity. The Breton noblemen of the party of 
Charles aiTembled fecretly in 4rms> attacked Vannes of a 
fiidden, and carried the place; chiefly by reafon of a 
vound received by Robert, d'Artois, of which he foon at- 
Hr died at fea on his return to Er^land ^« 

After the death of this unfortunate prince, the chief 
authof of dl the calamities, with which his country was 
overwhelmed for above a century, Edward undertook in 
perfon the defence of the countefs of Mountfort; and aa 
the laft truce with France was now expired, the war, 
iriiich the Engli(h and French had hitherto carried on as 
^Ui^ to the competitors for Brittany, was thenceforth con- 
^uScdintbe niime and under the ilandard of the two 
monarcbs. The kihg landed at Morbian ne^f Vann^s» 
Vith an army of 12,000 men ;- and being mafter of the 
fidd, he endeavoured to give a luitre to his arms, by 
ConomifKiciiig at once three important fieges, that of Van^* 
lies, of Rennes, and of Nantz. But by undertaking too 
much, he foiled of fuccefs in all his enterprizes. Evfen 
the (icgc of Vannes, which Edward in perfon conduced 
with yigour. f|dv^nc)ed but (lowly ^ ; and the French had 
I ■ all 

'^ JFnifbsn] liy. i . riMip. 93. ^ Ibid. chap. 94. ^ Ibid, 
ciap. 95. 
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, all the leifiire requifite for makiiig preparations agaii^ 

him. The duke of Normandy, eldeft Ton of P^Vip, 

' appeared in Brittany at the head of an army of 30,000 

>34^ iofantry and 4000 cavalry ; and Edward was now ob- 
liged to draw together allhis forces, and to entrench hinv- 
' felf ftrongly beiore Vannes, while the duke of Norraamrfjr 
foon after arrived, and in a manner inveftcd the b^iegers* 
The garrifon and the French camp were plentifully fup^ 
plied with provifions ; while the Englifh^ who dared to 
make no attempt upon the pl;^ce,in the prefence of a fii<* 
perior army, drew all their fubfiftance from En^^and^^ 
expofed to the hazards of the fea, and fometimes to tbofe 

1343. arifing from the fleet of the enemy. In this dangerous 
fituation, Edward very willingly hearkened to the media- 
tion of the pope's legates, the cardinals of Paleftrine and 
Frefcati, who endeavoured to negotiate ; if not a peace^ 
at lead a truc^ between the two kingdoms. A treaty wa^ 
concluded for a cefTation of arms during three years ^ ; 
and Edward had the ability, notwithftandtng his prefenC 
dangerous fituation, to procure to himfelf very equal an<f 
hoiourable terms. |t was agreed, that Vannes fhould be 
fequeflered, during the t'rqce, in the hands of the legates* 
to be difpofed of afterwards as they pleafed ; and thciT 
Edward knew the partiality of the court of Rome towards 
his antagonift, he faved himfelf by this device from the* 
difhonour of having undertaken a truitlefs emerprize. It 
was alfo f^ipulated, that all prifoDcrs Ihould be releafed^ 
that the places in Brittany (hould remain in the hands of 
the prefent pofleflfors, and that the allies on both ftdes 
(hould b^ comprehended in the truce ^. Edward, foou 
after concluding this treaty, embarked with his army for 
England. 

The truce, though calculated for a long time, was of 
very fhort duration ; and each monarch endeavoured to 
throw on the other the blame of its infra&ion. Of courfe> 
the hiftorians of the two countries,* differ in the account of 
tjie matter. It feems probable, however, as b affirmed 
by the French writers, that Edward, in confenting to the 
truce, had no other purpofe than to extricate himfelf fromr 
^, perilous fituation, into which he had fallen, and was 
afterwards very carclefs of its obfervanoe, Jtn all the me*^ 

moriak 

^ H?id. chap. 99. ArcflMnr, p. ipa^. : ^ .Kenung- p. 

3S9' ' ' ' .; .^. 
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ilK)riak which femainoti'this fubjeS^ he complains chiefly C H A F. 
if the punilhincnt infliScd on Oliver de Cliffon, Henry XV. ^ 
de Leon, and other Breton noblemen, who, he fays,^" "^^"^ 
were partizans of the family of Mountfort, and confe- *343- 
^uently under the pr^eQion of England °. But it ap* 
pieari from the hiftory, that at the cpnclufion of the truce, 
tbofe noblemen had openly, by their declarations and ac* 
tions, embraced the caiife of Charles de Blois ^ ; and if 
they had entered into any fecrpt correfpohdence and en- 
gagements with Edward, they were traitors to their party, 
and were juftly puhifliable by Philip and Charles, for 
their breadi of faith ; nor had Edward any juft ground of 
complaint againft France for fuch feverities. But when 1344. 
Ije'laid'^ae pretended injuries before the parliament, 
whcmiheaffefked to confult on all bccafions, that affembly 
entered Into the' quarrel, advifed the king not to be 
amufed by a fraudulent truce, and granted him fupplies 
if>t die renewal of the war : The counties were charged 
With a fifteenth for two years, and the boroughs with a 
tenth. ^The clergy confented to give a tenth for three 
years. 

These iuppltes enabled the king to complete his mili- 
tary preparations ; ^nd he lent his couftn, Henry earl of 
Derby, fon of the esui of Lancafter, into Guienne, for 
the defence of that province^. This prince, the moft 
a^ompliflied of the Englifli court, poiTefTed in a high de- 
gree' the virtue of humanity as well as thofe of valour and 
condud ^, and not content with prote&ing and cheriih- 
ing the province committed to his care, he made a very 
fuccefsfulinvafion on the enemy. He attacked the count / 
4e Latlle, the French general at Bergerac, beat him from 
his entrenchments, and took the place. He reduced a 
great part of Perigord, and continually advanced in his 
, Gonqueftsy till the count de LaiUe, having colleSed an 

army 

^ Rymer, voLv.p. 453, 454, 459, 466, 496. Heming. 
P* 376'. * Froiflart, liv. i. chap 96. p. loo. ^ Fro- 
liTart, liv. I. chap. 103. Avcftmiy, p. lai. ^ It is re- 
ported of this Mince, that, having once, before the attack ot 
at6wn, |)roiniled die ioldiers |he plunder, one private man» 
happened to fall upon a great cheft full of money, which he im* 
mediatdy brought to the earl, as thinking it too great for him- 
felf to keep poilHSon of it. But Derby tojd him, that hk pro- 
^ie did not depend on the jgreatnefs or fmallnefs of the fum i 
and h'd biifteep it all for his own uie. 
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CH AP;army of ten or twelve thmfand .nieii^ bt &fim befiore 
XV. Auberoche, in hopes of re^vering that jplace, whidi had 

^^•^^>^^'^ fallen into the hands of the £|ig|im» /The carl of Derbjr 
'34S* pame upon him by furprize with, only a thoufand cavalryt 
true the French into difordery puflied his advantages, and 
obtained a complete viSory. De Laille himfelf^ with 
inany coniiderable nobles, was taken prifoner ". Aftcr 
this important fuccefs, Derby made a rapid progre(s iit 
fubduing the French provinces. He took Monfcgur, 
Monpefat» Villefranche, Miremont» and Tonnins, with 
the fortrefs of DamaiTen. Aiguillion» a fortrefs deemed 
impregnable, fell into his hands from the cowardice of 
the governor. Aneouleme was furrendercd after albort 
fiegc. The only place, where be met with any reftftancct 
wasReole, which» however, was «tlaft reduced after r 
fiege of above nine weeks K Having made an attempt 
on Blaye, he thought it more prudent to raife the fitge, 
than waflehis ttme» before a place of fmallimporfance ^. 
^ 1^ The reafon why Derby was pccaiitted wkhouf oppo* 
^^ f.tion to make fuch prc^r^ on the fide of Guieiine, witt 
the difficulties under which the French finances then hh 
boured, and which had obliged Philip to lay on new rni- 
pofitions, particularly the duty on fidt^ to the mM dif> 
content, and almoft mutiny of hit fidTJtfits. But after 
the court of France was fupplied with money, great pre* 
parations were made ; and the duke of Normandy, at* 
tended by the duke of Burgundy, and other great nobility, 
ied towards Guienne ^ powerful army, which the Eng^ 
li(h could not think oif refifiing in the open field. The 
earl of Derby ftood on the defenfive, and dlowed the 
French to carry on at leifure the {^gt of Angouieme, 
which was their (irft enterprise. John lord Norwich, the 
ffovernor, after a brave and vigorous defence, found him* 
^If reduced to extf emities ; and be was oWffed to em* 
ploy a (Iratagem, in order to fave his garriion, and to 
prevent his b^ing reduced to furrender at difcretion. He 
appeared on the wa)ls« and defired a parley with the duke 
of Normandy. The prmce there told Norwich, that he 
fuppofed he intended to capitulate. ** Not at all,*' re- 
plied the governor : ** But as to-morrow is the feaft of 
•* the Virgin, to whom, I know, that yoU, Sir, as well 

** aa 

^ Froiflart; Kv. i. chip. 104. \ IbidL chap, ix^ 

* Ibid. chap. tia. 4^^ 
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«/ a$ m^feUf b*ew.a great devotion, I deiire a ceflatton of C H A P« 
** arms for^ that day." The propofel was agreed to; and XV> 
j^orwich'y having ordered his forces to prepare all their ^'^''"'^'^T^ 
baggage^ inarched wt next day, and advanced towards '*34^' 
the r reach ostmp. The bcfiegers, iraigining they were 
to be attacked, ran to their arms ; but Norwich fent a 
meffage to.the dake, Teminding him of his engagement. 
The duke, who ptiqued himfdf on the faithful obfcr- 
yance of his word, exclaimed, I fee the governor bai out* 
%vitteJ mi : But let ut be contented with gaining the place t 
And the Engliih. Were allowed to pafs thro' the camp un* 
moleAed''. Aftct fome other fucccffes, the duke of Nor- 
mandy laidXiege toAiguillon; and as the natural (Irength 
of the fortrefs, together with a brave garrifon under the 
command pf ^he earl of Pembroke, and Sir Waher 
Manny 1^ repderedU impoflible to take the place by afffl^lt, 
bepropofedi after. .making feveral fruitlefs attacks^; to 
ireduce it by famine : But before he could finifh his enter* 
prize, he was o^led to another quarter of the kingdom^ 
by one of the greateft<iifafters, that ever befell the French 
monarchy^. 

EpwARD, informed l^ the earl of Derby of the great 
danger to which Guienne was expofed, had prepared a 
fleet and army^ with whidi he intended in perfon td 
bring it relief. He embarked at Southampton on board a 
jBeet of near a thoufand iai) of all dimeniions ; and car- 
ried with him^ befides all the chief nobliihr of England, 
his eldeil fon the prince of Wales, now fifteen years of 
age« The winds proved long contrary ^ ; and the king, 
19 defpair of arriving in time at Guienne, was at lad per*- 
fuadc^by Geoffiry d'Harcourt, ta change the defHnation 
pf .his ettterpriee. This nobleman was a Norman by birth, 
had long made a confiderable figure in the court of France, 
and was generally efteemed for his perfonal merit^ and 
valour; but being di(<^liged and perfecuted by Philip, he 
had fled over to England; had recofnmended himfelf to 
Eldw^rd, who was an excellent judge of men ; and had 
liicceeded to Robert d'Artois in the invidious office of ex- 
citing and aififting the king in every enterprize againfl 
his nauve country. He h^ long infifted, that an expe- 
dition to No^numdy promifed, in the prefent circum- 

ftances> 

^ Froiflart, Uv. 1. chap. lao. *« Ibkl. chap, lai, 

*^ Ibid. ch^p. 134. ^ Aveftorf* p. 123. 
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C H A F. ftanccsy much more favourable foccds;^ than <Hie to Gui^ 
XV. enoe'; that Edward would find the ooitfaera provmcejf 

v.— v*^>-^ much unforniihed of miiitaiy force^ which had been 
^34^* drawn to the fouth ; that thej were fiiU of flouriflung ci*^ 
ties, wh«fe plunder would enrich the Englifli ; that their 
cultivated fields, asyet unfpoiled bV war, would fuppljr 
them with plenty of provifions ; and that the neighbour-*' 
hood of the capital rendered every event of importance, 
in thofe quarters ''. Thefe reafons , which had not before 
been duly weighed by Edward, began^to make more rm* 
preflion after the difappointments, which he had mtt with 

12th July, in his vovage toGuienne: He ordered his fleet to fail to 
Normandy, and fafdy difembarked his army atla Hcm^c. 

kvafion This iirmy,* which was, dining the ceurfe of the 

«f Fiance, enfuing campaign, crowned with the moft fplendid fuc:^ 
eels, confi(le4 of four thoufand men at arms, ten thou* 
fand archers, ten ^thoufand Welih infantry, and fix thbu« 
fand Iriih, The xWelih and the Irifti were Hght, dif-' 
orderly troops> fitter for doing execution in a purfuit, ot 
fcourirtg the country, than for any ftable adion. The 
bow was always efteemed a frivolous weapon, wher^ 
true military difcipline was known, and regular bodies of 
well armed foot maintained. The only folid force: th 
this army were the men at arms, and even thefe, betn^ 
cavalry, were, on that account, much inferior, in the 
(hock of battle, to good infantry : And as the whole 
were new levied troops, we are led to entertain a very 
mean idea of the military force of thofe ages, wUch, 
being ignorant in every other art, had not properly cul- 
tivated the art of war itftlf, the fole objeft ot their at- 
tention. 

The king created the earl of Arundel conftaUe of his 
army, and the earls of Warwic and Harcourt, marc- 
fchals: He beftowed the honour of knighthood on the . 
prince of Wales and feveral of the young nobility, im- 
mediately upon his landing. After deftroying all the flii|>s 
in la Hogue, Barfleur, and Cherbourg, he fpread his 
army over the whole country, and gave them an un- 
bounded licence of burning, fpoiling, and plundering 
every place, of which -they became maft^s. The loofe 
difcipline then pradifed, could not be muchhurt by thefe 
diiorderly praSices ; and Edward took care to prevent 

. a.py 

* Froiffart; lit; t\ chapL >izi. ^ - - 
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afijr fiMprizcf, by givkg ofdefs to His trdops, however they C H A ?• 
might difperfe themlelvcs in the day time, always to XV. 
quarter themfclves at night near the main body. In this ^'■'*'"^^'"**' 
manner, Montebourg, Carentan, St. Lo, Valognes, and *34^- 
other places in the Coteiitin tvere pillaged without refif- 
tance ; and an univerfal conftetnatidn was fpread over the 
whole province ^. . 

The intelligence of this linexpefted ihvafion fbon 
reached Paris ; and* threw Philip into great perplexity. 
He ifTued orders, however, for levying forces in all quar- 
ters, and difpatched the coiint d^Eu', conftable of France 
and the couni; de Tancarville, with a body of troops, to 
the defence of Caen, a populous and commercial but 
open city, which lay in the neighbourood of the Englifli 
army. The temptation of fo rich a prize foon allured 
Edward to approach it ; and the inhabitants, encouraged 
by their numbers, and by the re-inforcements which they 
daily received from the country, ventured againft the zd" 
vice of the conftable, to meet him in the field. But 
their courage failed them on the firft fliock : They fled 
with precipitation: The counts d'Eu and Tancirville 
were taken prifoners : The viftors entered the city along 
with the vanquifhed, and a furious maflacre commenced^ 
without diftindion of age, fex, or condition. The ci- 
tizens, in defpair, barricadoed their houfes, and aflaulted 
the Englifli with ftones, bricks, and every miflTile wea- 
pon:" The Englifli made way by fire to the deftruftion ' 
or' the citizens : Till Edward, anxious to fave both his 
fpoil and his foldiers, flopped the maflacre ; and having 
obliged the inhabitants to lay down their arms, gave his 
troops licence to begin a more regular and lefs hazardous 
plunder of the city. The pillage continued fpr three 
days : The king referved for his own (hare the jewels, 
plate, filks, fine cloth, and fine linen ; and he beftow- 
cd all the remainder of the fpoil on his army. The 
whole was embarked on board the ftiips, and fent over to 
England ; together with three hundred of the richeft ci- 
tizens of Caen, whofe ranfom was an additional profit, 
which he expeded afterwards to levy ^ This difmal - 
fcene pafled in the prefence of two cardinal legates, 
who had come to negotiate a peace between tjhe king- 
doms. 

Vol. II. A a The 

^Froiflart, Kv. i. chap, i^ia. ? Froiffart, liv. i/cluLp. 
124. 
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CHAP. The king moved next to Rouen m hopes of treatii^ ^ 

XV. that city in the fame manner ; but £o*Dd, that the bridge 
.^— V*-*^ over the Seine was already broken down, and that the 
*M^- king of France himfelf was arrived there with his army. 
He marched along the banks of that river towards Paris, 
dcftroying the whole country, and every town and vil- 
lage, which he met with on his road ®. Some of his 
light troops carried their ravages even to the g^es of 
Paris ; and the loyal palace of St. Germans, together 
with Nanterre, Ruelle, and other villages, was reduced 
to aflies within fight of that capital. The Englifh pro- 
pofed to pafs the river at Poifly, but found the French 
army encamped on the oppofite banks, and the, bridge at 
that place, as well as all others upon the Seine, broken 
down by orders from Philip. Edward now faw, that the 
French intended to endofe him in their country, in hopes 
of, attacking him with advantage on all (ides: But he 
faved himfelf by a ftratagem frond this perilous (ituation. 
He gave his army orders to diflod^e, and to advance^ far- 
ther up the Seine ; but immediately returning by the fame 
road, arrived at Poifly, which the enemy had already 
quitted, in order to attend his motions. He repaired the 
bridge with incredible celerity, jpafled over his army, apd 
having thus difengaged himielf from the enenvy, advanc* 
cd by quick marches towards Flanders. His vSinguard, 
commanded by Hari:ourt, met with the townfmen of 
Amiens, who were h^ftening to reinforce their king, and 
defeated them with great daughter"^: He paifed 1^ 
Beauvais, and burned th^ fuburbs of that city : But ^ he 
approached the Somme, he found himfelf in the fame 
difficulty as before : All the bridges on that river werci 
cither broken down, or ftrongly guarded : An army, un- 
der the command of Godemar de Faye, was ftatipned 
on the oppofite banks 5 Philip was advancing on him 
fron^ the other quarter, with an army of ^n hundred 
thoufand men : And h? was thus expofed to the dinger 
of being enclpfed, and of ftarvingin an enemy's country. 
In this extremity, he puhlifhed a reward to any one, that 
could bring him intelligence of a paflage ov^r the Som- 
me. Af neafant, called Gohin Agace, whofe name has 
been preferved] by the (hare which he had in thefe im- 
pertant tranfa^ions, was tempted on this occafion to be- 
^ S . . tKay 

— I 
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.trayithpint^reftsDf his country; and he informed tedwwdtHJlJf. 
of a Ccur/d belowrjA^bbmriHe, mhich had^ foufld bottdm, ai^d '^- , 
jfm^tJberpaflM without difEc<*ty .^t low Water ^v The^""**^^'^^ 
Jring baftened ririther, ibirt fouwd^Godemar de Fraye on *34^' 
•Ithe ^ppofit^ books:. .Betng wurg^d by Beceffrty, he* dtlB- 
jbQrated'nQt<a iwtfnent; but threw himfelf into the river, 
.fword j«i hafidj vat the bead '«crf his troops; ^ove tke 
enemy from their ftation ; and purfued thetn to a dtf- 
-tflflce onthc pbun"*^. Tiie French army under Philip, 
-arrived at the ford, when thfe ^rearguard 'rf the En^lfh 
were paifing. Sb narrow iwia8<the-efcape, whkh Edward^ 
chy his prudeflce and celerity, made from this daoger I 
The riftng ^^f the iidc .prcvcnt^d'i^he-French -king from 
ibUowing htm o^er the brd, and obliged that -prinee to 
take his road^ovpr ^ bridge af A^e1*lle ; by Avhlth (orae 
ititvie wasJoft. ■ r. ; . ' 

It is oatuml to jthink,. that iPHMSpy at ^behead of fo 
.V $ft . an raroxjr f . was iinpati«nt to take revenge of the Bug- 
Ji<h# and tajprereiit At xiiigrace to "wkkih he nauft be ex-* 
. pe^fejcl, ifwkxoXtvm snerny AioicM 4>e ^ill6wed, a&er ravage 
.|«gib great i part x>i bis 'kingdorti, 40 efcapfe wtth impurti- 
rty. E^waod irifo was tfenfible, that fucbtnuft be the obje6t 
i©f itbe Fteodi fttionardh; and as he had adranc^i btit a 
Ai^le )\^y hefttre. bis, enemy, he iistW the dangc;r of pre- 
H<SjHtftting ,bis. «napch over che 'pVains of 'Picardy, and of 
teicpefing hia d^v to the in&ks of the numerous cavahy, 
in which jthe Freiach camp abQundtd. He took fterefore 
a fViery ipradent :refcdutton : He •chofe Ms ground with ^d- ^^^ 0^ 
vantage aear the village of ^Sreby • lie difpofed his ^^^Y j^^i 
m -excellent )Ocder; iie detenmined to await in tranqqtlltty *^ ^^* 
tke :arriv^ of the enemy ; and lie helped, that their eager- 
f^fs -to engage, and to prevent 'his retreat, after all their 
p$(l difappointments, wookithur)^ ^hem on to ibme ratti 
and ill-concerted a6bion. He drew up his army on a 
ge^itle afcent, and idivided them into three lines: The 
ferfl was xtommanded by the prince of Wales, and, uti- 
I der him, by the earls of Warwic and Pxford, by ,Har- 
- qourt^ ^and by the lords Ghandos, Holland, and other 
jDoblemen : The earls of Arttndel'and Northampton,, with 
the lords Willoughby, Baflct, Roos, and SirT^ewis Tbf- 
tjoiti, were jat the head jof «h^ Second line: He took on 
-himfelf the command of the third divifion, by which he 
A a a propofed 

^ Ibid. chap. 126, 127. ^ Ibid. chap. 127. ' 
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CHAP, propofed either to bring fuccour to the two firft Ymcs, 
XV. or tp fejcure a. retreat in cafe of any misfortunes, or to 
^""^^'^'^'^ puih his advantages againft the enemy. ' He had Ukewite 
*34"' the precaution to thit)w up trenches on his flank^ in or- 
der to fecure himfelf from the numerous bodies of the 
French^ who might aflail him from that quarter ; and be 
placed all his baggage behind him in a w6bdj which he al- 
fo fecured by an intrenchment ^. 

The (kill and order of this difpofition, .with the tran- 
quillity in which it was made, ferved extremely to com- 
. pofe the minds of the foldiers ; and the king, that he 
; mi^t farther infpirit them, rode thro' their ranks with 
fuch an air of cheerfulnefs and alacrity in his countenance, 
. as conveyed the higheft c^fidence into every behoWer. 
He pointed ,out to them the neceffity, to which they 
were reduced, and the certain and inevitable deftrudion 
c, which awaited them, if, in their Jprefent fituation, en- 
. dofeflon all han^s m an^ enemy's country, they trufted to 
. any thing but their own valour, or gave that enemy an op- 
, ppitunity.of takii^ revenge for the many infiAts and indig- 
. iiities,; which they iiad of late put upon him. He re- 
minded .thenu of, <he apparem fuperionty ^which they 
had hitherto.. maintained: over all the bodies of French 
. troops that had fallen in their way;; and. affurcdtbem, 
that the greater numbers of the army, whidi at prefent 
hovered over them, gave them not. greater force, but 
was an advantage eafily compenfated by the order, in 
. which he had placed hi^ own army, and the refolution 
which he expeSed from. them. He demanded nothing, 
he faid, but that tjiey would imitate his own example, 
. and that of the prince of Wales ; and as the ho- 
nour, the liyes, the liberties of all,, were now ex- 
^;jofed to the fame danger, he was confident, that they 
would make one conimon eflFort to extricate themfelves 
frpm the prefent difficulties, and that their united cou- 
. rage would give them the viQory over all their iene- 

mies. 
^ r Jt. is related by,/on>e hiftorians^, that Edward, be- 
^ fides, the refources, which he found in his own genius 
^.aijid prefence of n^ind, epiployed alio a new invention 
.. againft the enemy, and placed in hisf front fome pieces 
•'- / .. .; ; ./;.:■•. ■ ' ' -' 'of 

V* Proiffart, liv. i. chap. 128. * Jean Villani, lib. la. 
cap. 66. , . . 



Digitized 



by Google 



, E* D w AR D m;/ 35? 

of irttUery, the. fii*ft which iftd^ yet been ih^ifjo^ oTCH A^ 
oo.any remarkable occafion^ in Europe. Thfe^fe tfle' XV. 
epoch of one of *•» moft f«|gal«f difcovcrrfesj^W 
bfis Jbcen made among, men ; and which changed by de- * J4^* 
griieB the whole >art of war,' and; 1^^ cohfequehceinliriy 
circunoftances in.the: politioai government of' Europe., 
But the ignor^ce of that age^ in the mechanic^r^rts,^ 
rendered the. ^progreft very flifc of ^thrs new invention.^ 
The artHlepy firftrfinnncd, were> fo thimfy ahd-^of Tucfc- 
difficult mapafement^ that men '^^e noti imn^iat'eif' 
foiifible of iheir ttfe and efficacy 2' Andeven to'tke'pre^ 
fcrtt times, im|)rp!iremehfs ihave :been contintfally rafjkfctlig- 
olhthis furiBuspcngine, which, tho* it feemcd contfiv^rf ' 
fer the deftruSion of mankind^^ ^d'the ov€^thrO#' 0^ 
empirca,ihas ui:.tbci{&ie rendered 'wai^lrtiuch kfe-Woddyi* 
and has given,. greateciftibility to: cl^il fdcietie^^'-Na^ 
tiow, by itirinean^ have beeri:brdaghe flaiOre t^ia^k^l'y^ 
Conquefls ha^e become left freqiient and rapid: ^Sut^^ 
c»fs ifr !war has heen redocoJ ueafly to bfe a»matt^6ir» 
calculation :' Andr any. nation, ^br^rmatthed by its-^ni^fn^ 
either' yields .fed theiiJ demands,'V^r > fetures^ itfeif -by alfii 
liances againfl thdnviolence and inVafion, ' ^ 

■ The invention fof artillery/was^t ^this time kiiowil iW- 
France as weHasm:]pngland^^i but Philip, in his hurry' 
tx>>overtake ithi ^netaijf, had probabty'le^ . his saiini^ :be*«> 
hind him, which he regarded, as an jarelefsincttmbranbe;' 
All his other indvements difcovered the fame impfudeti^e' 
and precipitation. ' Impelled 'by ^liger, a d^ngerdut 
cQunfcUor, and trufting to the. great : fttperiority' of hi«I 
numbers, he- (bought that all depended on forciiYg an'eiY^^ 
gagement with the Englifh, and' that, if he could once 
r,each the enemy .in; their retreat, the viddry on his pfide * 

was certain and. inevitable. He-niade a hafty march in^ 
great diforder firom Abbeville ; but after he had advanced 
above two leagues. Tome gentlemen, > whom hehadfent 
before to take a view of the enemy, returned to him, 
and brought him intelligence, that they had ittn the-Eng^ 
tifh drawn up in excellent order, and awaiti% hb arrival. . 
They therefore advifed him to defer the combat till the 
ei^fuj^g day, . when his army wouldhave recovered from 
their fatigue, and jiiig;ht be dii]>ofed into better orskr, 
than, their prefent harry had ^permitted them toobferve. 

Philip 

2 Du Cange Olofi*. in verb. BmiofJa. '^ 
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G;H Ar^Philipr a^^iK^d. Ui^^ii^ cOwcit^i but lOu^ foitkier pKOVpitsN 

XV. t^Qp of his maFch, and the impatience of tber Fpcndp 
^^■^^^''^'^ nobility, made it impra^icabie for him to pot it infewp«' 
'34^* c^imn- Ofjedivifion preflt^d upon another :. C>dert tai 
flop \v4it& not icaibnably conveyed to ali of thcnrt Thill 
itnm«Aft b>oJy was not g^vorned by fafficient difcqjliriMr-ttP 
b<^ mafwgtiable : And tlTje French arnry, v«ry iivipiir^^ 
f'ewtty fcFmed intc> thnee fetes, arrived, already fatig^edi 
arid dtfor dered, i n prefence of the cucitif* The fiorft Ime^ 
cgniilling of i 5]OfX> Genofil^ cro& bow rrren^ vf^st Cdoir^ 
jnaiijdcc) by Anthony Dont^ and Charles GrimaUi? IJhet 
ftcj&nd was l-ed by the couDt d'Aleii^onj brother tci tht* 
klng^ The king hifirfelif was at the hea<i crfi th^ thirtto 
Bcfidcs the French mop^ch, thert w^e no iefa thM 
three crowned heads^ in this engagement: The kttig> 
of Bohewai the king of the Romajis, his (pn, 'Snd tto 
kiti^ of NJ^jofca^ with all the nobihty and gfeat.val** 
faia of th^ crown of France. The army now C0)tt#fte4^ 
of abovc^ 120^000 mtJi^ near four times ihp nwnihier^p^ 
the en^my^ But $he pjudence of one man waB'find^dp 
toihe advantage oi ail this force asd fplendor. 

The Engliih, on the approach of the eatmjf fcept^ 
their raisk^ hrm and ijmiifiovcable ; and the Serioefeifirft 
\)^ff^ ^ att^kdt^ .Th^re' bad happened^ a Httk bj^fera 
th$r:engftg«9^lty .ft th^ndifD:fli6wGryt which itid metftetted'' 
ajod'ri^«(l^th& ft^i%A-^:(i^ Genoefe ^q&^bows^ >»f)idi 
th«k >wrrows for- . tbia rcafen fell (bp/t ofi the lenemy. Tho 
Boglj^Hri^chiirs^ tfJiwig-J^h^r' howk out of their cafoi- 
poiire^ ini a (bower of areows upon thjs multitude vrho^ 
wfi«i<)ragDW to thfefib^V^od fcdn threw them into dM"- 
ofden The GencofefoUiJback. upoR^bcigem d*arnie« of< 
• tbO:lPQWtJii'4'AlenSon:A; >?ira, enraged lat iheir coai^ardiGei' 

onJQt^^/histroop^: ti>.>fott9iem tothetfwdvdi The arfit^ 
l4r^6irfd>amidft tho Cfowd ;^ the Engliflinardhers iHU con^ 
tH(mtd to fend tbtMr^asrows: sunong. theon; ahd- nothings 
^VWItipAeifottnan^th3l*'V«ft> body bu^ Harry ivid codfirfionj 
tott^p and diftn»y.4 . Tthe^yfoung prindef of: Wales had rh^ 
pne^nee e^ Snji^ tct, take advaintitge isf ^tbis' fitnation^' 
aBdt tojli»Aan> hiflilirwt t® the chai^i^Tte French ca^ 
vrfcYi Lbo»wyeyeT>^ retchneaiag foqfievriaialittlbir^orde^ ail^ 
enooocflgi^iby tb&ejdatrhple.of thejnkadety made i(teiit»te*^ • 
fiAattci^dml hdvirtg h^ileaftxleMsd trh^fdhM )of tbeOen^*^ ' 
in ' efe 
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cfe runawajH, advanced upon their adverfaries, and by C SAP. 
their fupetiof numbers began to hem them rou^nd. The XV. 
earls of Arundel and Northampton advanced' their line ^^^^'^'''^^^T*'^ 
luftainthe prince, who^ ardent in his firft feats of arms> *34^ 
fct an example of valour, which was imitated by all hi&i- 
foHowers. The battle became for fome time hot and 
dangerbus, and the earl of Warwic, apprehenfive qf the 
event from the fuperior numbers of the French, dif- 
)>atched a meffage to the king, and entreated him to fend 
fuccours to the relief of the prince, pdward had chofcii 
his ftation oft the top of the hill j and he furveyed in tran- 
quillity the fcene of aftion. When the meffenger ac- 
coftcd him, his firft queftion wasj whether the prince 
was flaifi of wounded. On receiving an anfwerin the nega- 
tive. Return^ faid he, tdmyfan^ and iAI bhn ibat I rejervs 
the honour of this day to him: I am confideni that hi will peu^ 
bitnfelf worthy of the honour of knigbthmd^ ^uubicb I f& 
- lately conferred upon him: He will h Me without my af- 
JtJiafK^ to repel the enemy^> This fpeech, being reported 
to the prittce and his attendants, infpired them with new 
Cdlirage : They made an attack wltli redoubled vigour on 
the French, irt which the count d'AlenSon was flain: 
That whole line of cavalry was thrown into diforder : The 
riders were killed or difmounted: The Welfh ij^fantry 
rufhed into the throng, and with their long knives cut the 
throats of alt who had fallen ; nor was any. quarter given 
that day by the viSors^. 

TriE king of France advanced in vain with the rear 
to fuftain the line commanded by his brother: He found 
therri already difcoitifited ; and th? example of their rout 
encreafed the cottfufion, which was bctorCi too prevalent 
in his own body. He had himfelf a horfe killed under 
him : He was remounted ; and tho* left almoft alone, he 
feemed ftill determined to maintain the combat ; when 
John de HaitiauU feized the reins of his bridle, turned 
about his horfe, and carried him oflF the field of battle. 
The whole French army took to flight, and were fol- 
lowed and put to the fword without mercy by the enemy ; 
till the darknefs of night put an end to the purfuit. The 
king, ort his return to the camp ; flew into the arms of 
the prince of Wales, and exclaimed : My brave fin: Per'- 

fe^ert 

^Froiflatt, liv. I. chap. 130. ^ Ibid. 
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C H A ^.fevere in your bongurMefourfe : Ton. are niyhp^ fo^ vali^ 
XV. antly ba^e ycu acquitted your/elf to day : jqu have Jhewn 

^-^■v-^-* your/elf tuortby of empire ^. ' 
'13^6. Tttils battle, which is Iqipwn by the n^njc pf the 
. battle, of Crccy, began after three p'clocjc in the after- 
noon, and' continued till evening^ The n.ext marning 
was foggy; and as the Englifti obCprved, that mgny of 
the enemy had loft their way m the night ancj in the 
mift, they employed a ftratagem to bring tfiem into their 
power:* 'f hey erefted on the emipenc|^ fonjc Frcnph 
■ftandards which they had taken in the Ijattje ; ^nd nil, 
who were alliircd by this falfe fignal, were put to th^ 
fword, and no quarter given tjiepi. In exci^fe for thi^ 
inhunianity, it was alledged that the French king ha4 
given out like orders to his tropps; but th^ real reafoa 
^robaMy was, that the Englifli, in their prefeijt (ituation^ 
did not care to be encymbered with prifpnerSt On the 
day of battle, pd on the enfuing, there fell, jby a mor 
derate computation, laao knights, 1400 gefitlemen, 4009 
'men at arms, befides about 30,000 men of info-ior 
rank^. Many of the principal nobility of France, thf 
dakes of Lorraine and Bourbon, the earls of Flanders, 
Blois, Harcourt, Vaudemont. Aumale, were left on the 
field of battle- The kings aifo of Bohemia apd Majorca 
were flaifi : The fate of the former was remarkable : He 
was Wind from age ; but being refolved to hazard his per- 
fon, and fet an example to others, he ordered the reins of 
his bridle to be tied ,on each fide to the horfes of two 
gentlemen of his train; anci his dead body, and thofe f 
his attendants, were afterwards found among the flain^ 
with their horfes ftanding by theni in that fituation **• Hi^ 
creft was three oftrich feathers ; and his motto thefe Ger- 
itian' words, Icb dien, I ferve : Which the prince of 
Wales and his fucceffors adopted in memorial of this great 
viftory. The aftion may feem no lefs remarkabje for 
the fmall lofs fuftained by the Englifh than for the great 
flaiighterof the French: There were Killed in it only 
tine cfqcrire and three knights^, and very few of inferior 
rank 5 a demonftration, that the prudent difpofit ion made 
by Edward, and the ^ifordcrJy attack of the French^ had 
''■'"" ■ ' ■■ ' ' reny 

^ Froiflart, llv. i. chap. 131. ^ Ibid. Knyghton, 

p. 2588. ^ Ffoiffart, liv. i. chap. 13Q, WaJfinghamj 

p. 166. ^ Knyghton, p.' 2588. 
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rendered the whole rather a roiijt thun. a battle, which C H A P* 
was indeed the common cafe with engagements in thofc XV. 
Itiiws^ ' ^T^ 

TjHE great prudence of Edward appeared not only in • '-34^1 
obtaining this memorable viQory, but in the meafures, 
iwhicb ^e purfued after it. Not elated by his prefent 
prolperity fo far as to expefl: the total conqueft of France^ 
or even that of any confiderable provinces ; he propofed 
pnjy to fecurp an cafy entrance into that kingdom, which 
might afterwards open the way to naore moderate adt 
vantage^. He kn6w the extreme diftance of Guiennc x 
He had experienced the difficulty and uncertainty of per 
neticating on the fide of the Low Countries, and had al- 
ready loft much of his authority over Flanders by the 
death of d'Arteville, who had been murdered by the po*- 
pulace themfelves, his former partizans, on his attempt- 
ing to transfer the fovereignty of that province to tMfe 
prince of Wales ^. The king, therefore, limited his anv 
bition to the conqueft of Calais ; and after the interval of 
a few days, which, he employed in interring the flain, 
he marched with his viSorious army, ,and prefented him^* 
felf before that place, * . 

,JoHN PE Vii^NNE, a valiant knight of Burgundy, 
w^s governor of Calais, and being fupplied with every 
thl];ag neceffary for defence, he ^nc^^raged the townfinen 
to . perform to the utmoft their duty to their king and 
country. Edward therefore, fenfible from the beginning, 
that it was in vain to attempt the place by force, pro- 
pofed only to reduce it by famine: He chofe afecurc 
ftation for his camp; drew entrenchments around the 
whole city ; raifed huts for his foldiers, which he covered 
with ftraw or broom ; and provided his army with all con- 
veniencies, to make them endure thewinter feafon, which 
was approaching. A& the governor foon perceived his in- 
tention, he put out all the ufelefs mouths, and the kinff 
Jiad the generofity to allow thefe unhappy people to pafe 
thro' his camp, and he even fupplied them with mpney 
for their journey ^. . , 

\yHiLE Edward was employed in this fiege, which con- 
tinued near a twelvemonth, th^re paflfed in different places 

many 

^ Froiffert, liv. i. chap. u6/ ^ Froiffart^ liv. i. chap* 
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CHAP, intnj other events and all to the honour of the Engfifii 

XV. mrms. 
^"""^r^^ The retreat of the duke of Normandy from Guienn^ 
»346' left the earl of Defby mailer of the field; and he was 
not negligent in making his advantage of the fup^riority. 
He took Mirebeatt by affauh : He made himfclf mafter 
of Lufignan in the fame manner : TaiHeboui^ and St. Jean • 
de Angeli fell irito his hinds: Poi&iers opened its gat^ 
to him;, and Derby haying thus broken down all the 
frontiers on that quarter, carried hirinturfions to the banks 
of the Loire, and filled that quarter of France with hor- 
ror and devaftation ^*-, 

The flames of war were at the fame time kindled in 
ft-ittany. Charles de Blois invaded that province with a 
confideriable army, and inverted the fortrefs of Roche de 
Rien ; but the coufitefs of Mountfort, TcitTforccd by fomt 
Engliih troops under Sir Thomas Dagxurorth, attacked him 
during the night in his entrenchments, dtfpeffed his army, 
and took himfeif prifoner '. His wife, by whom he en- 
joyed his pretenfions to Brittany,- compelled by the pre- 
lent neceflity, took on her the government of the party, 
and proved herfelfa rival in* every Ihape and an antagonift 
to the countefs of Mountfort, both in the field and in the 
cabinet. And while Ihefe heroic dairies prefented this tac- 
traordinary fcene to the world, another princefs in England, 
of ftill higher rank, (hewed herfelf no lefs capable of ex- 
erting every manly virtue. 
War with The Scottifh natidn, after long (uppcrting, with in- 
Scoiland. credible perfeverance, their liberties againft the fuperior 
force of the Englifti, recalled their king, David Bruce, 
in 1 342. The* that prince, neither by his age nor ca- 
pacity, could bring them great afliftaftce, he gave them 
the countenance of fovereign authority ; and as Edward's 
wars with France proved a great diverfion to his forces, 
they rendered the balance more equal between the two 
kingdoms. In all the truces which Edward concluded 
with Philip, the king of Scotland wai comprehended; 
and when Edward made his laft invafion upon France, 
David was ftrongly folicired by his ally to break aKb the 
truce, and to invade the northern counties of England. 
1 he nobility of his nation being always forward in iuch 

^, incur- 

" Frolflart, liv. i. chap. 136. ' Ibid. chap.. 143. Wil* 
fingbam, p. 168. Ypod. Ncuft. p. 517, 518. 
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irtciirfioi)*, DavW foon tntrftercd a: great army, entered CHAP. 
NorthttWiyef fen* at- the hea* <rf above 50,000 men, and XV. 
carried his* ravages* anrf dtsvaflations ta the gares of Dtir- ^^ — ^^'""^^ 
ham^; Bat q«een Philippa^ affemWmg a body of little "34^- 
motethftft* 11,000 ittion S whichlhe entrtifled to the com- 
matidt of lord' Pfercy, vetHuired^ to" approach' him at 17th Oa. 
Neville^s Crofs near that city; and ridrng thib' the ranks' 
of the army, exkorted every rmm todohts daty, and 
to talee^ revenge* ww thefe barbarous ravagcrs*^: Nor 
could fhe- be' pejffifaded'tv leave the fidd, ttH the armies 
were' ^*-the pelhit of engaging. The Scots hare been 
cftfeti' tmfbrtunate'intbe' gre?rt? pitched battles^ which they 
fwght*- ^itH'tWe EiigRft!'; aird that tho' they commonly 
decUneit ftth'etigagemfents A«here the fiiperiorrty of mim- 
feers v^aa^^ m^ on their fide': But never did they receive 
a iwdre &tal'Blow- thaw the* prefent^ They were broken 
and*chaced off thefic4d*: Pifteewthotifand of them, fome 
hiftoriartS'fay' twenty ihoufendj were flaia; among whom 
were Edw^d' Keith,, eari Mirefchal, and* Sir Thomas 
Charteri^Si chanceBor: And the king himfelf was Captivity 
taken prif«ner, with the eari* of Setithcrtand, Fief, of the 
Monteith, Carrie,- lord Doo^las, and many othcrnofale- king of 
mcn^^l ' Scots. 

Philippa, having fecured her royal prifonerin the 
tower ^,crofletf the fea at Dover; and was received in 
the Englilh camp* before Calats with all the triumph, 
whieh was- due to her rank, hermerit, and her fucccfs; 
This age was the reign of chivalry and gallantry: Ed- 
ijvard's court excelled in thefe accompHftiments a^ much 
as in-poHcy and arms^ Atid if any thing could jufttfy the 
ebfequifotw devotion then proftfled to the fair fex, it mu,ft 
be tAe appewrance of fudi extraordinary womeri as (hone 
forth dui^n^ that period. 

- TttE'fewn-of Calais had* Been defended with remark- «347- 
abfe- vtgtlarice^ conflancy and bravery by the townfmen, ^^^^*^ 
duriilg'a fiege of urrtifual lengtft : But Philip, informed ^^^^^* 
of their diftreft condition, ^fetermined at lafl to attempt 
tlieir r^IleP; and' he appr6achetf the Engl iflr with an im- 
ineTife' army, which the- writers of that age rtiake amount 
tty iZOOiOdo mem But lit fcund Edward fo furround- 



^ Froiffart, liv., f . chap. 137. 
^ ^Wd. ? • ' ' ^ - v^ ibiA chap; 1 39. 

p-537' ' '^' 



^ Ibid chap. ijg. 
^ Rymer, vt)l. v. 
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C H A P. cd with morafles, and fecured by entrencbmentd, tbsit 
Xy. without running on inevitable ddbudion* he concluded 

^"''''^^"**^ it impofllbie to make an attempt on the En^ifh can^. 

^347' He had no other, refource than to fend his rival a vain 

challenge to tn^et him in the open field ; .which being 

refufedy he was obliged to decamp with his army, and 

difperfe them into their fever al provinces^., 

John d£ Vienne, the governor of Calais, now &w 
the neceflity of iurrendering his fortfipfs, which was re- 
duced to the laft extremity by famine . aq4 t^^ fatigue of 
the inhabitants. He appeared on the wall^, and made a 
fignal to the Engliih fentinels that he deilred a confer- 
ence. Sir Walter Manny was lent to him by Edward. 
** Brave knight," cried the gpvernor, ** I-h^ve been in-^ 
'^ trufted by my fovereigp wi^ the cofpmand of this 
** town: It is almoft a year fince you befieged me; 
** and 1 have endeavou|i|d, as well as thpfe umler rae^ 
'^ to do our duty. But you are aci^uainted with our pre- 
** fent condition ; We have no hopes of relief; we are 
** pcriftiing with hunger ; I am willing therefore to fur-* 
** render, and defire, as tjie fole condition, toenfure 
*^ the lives and liberties of thefe brave men, wha 
^* have fo long fliared with me every danger and fa-» 
•• tigueV 

Ma^iny replied, that he was well acquainted with 
the king of England's intentions ; that that .prints was 
incenfed agarnft the townfmen of Calais for their perti-^ 
nacious refiftance^ and for the evils which they had made 
him and his fubjefts fuffer ; .that he was de^eroiined to 
take exemplary vengeance p^ them ; and would not re- 
ceive the town on any condition which (ho^ld confine 
him in the punifhment ^f thefe offendeq|» ^* Coo- 
• fider," replied Vienne, " that this is not the treat;nem to 
" which brave men are intitled". If any Engliih knight 
** had been in ;ny fituation, your king would have 
•* expcfted the fame condud fron^ him. T^e inhabt- 
** tants of Calais have done for their fovereign what 
** merits the. efleem' of every prince; much jxiore of fo 
** gallant a prince as Edward. But I inform you, that, 
** if we m^ft perilh, we fliall not periih unrevenged 5 
" and that we are not yet <f reduced, but we can fell 

** our 

^ Freiflart, liv. i. chap. ^44, 145. Avefttiiy, p. |f», 
1 6a. Q-Froiflart, liv. i. chap. 146. 
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^< our lives at a high price to the vidors. It is the in-C H A p. 
*' tereft of both (ides to prevent thefe dciperate extre- XV. 

<* mities; and I^xped, that you yourfelf brave knight,' ^*"^ 

^* will interpofe your good offices with your prince in our '347; 
,** behalf:" 

Manny was ftruck with thejuftnefs of thefe fenti- 
iTients, and reprefented to the king the danger of repri- 
fals, if he ftiould give fuch treatment to the inhabitants 
of Cabts. Edward wa« at laft perfuaded to mitigate the 
rigor of the conditions* demanded : He only infiftcd, that 
fa of the moft confiderable citizens (hould be fent him 
to be difpofed of as he thought proper ; that they ihould 
come to his camp carrying the keys of the city in their 
. hands, bareheaded and barefooted, with ropes about 
their necks: And on thefe conditions, he promifed to 
fpare the lives of all the rennainder^ 

When this intelligence was conveyed to Calais, it 
firuck the inhabitants with new confternation. To fa- 
crifice fix of their fellow citizens to certain deftruQ:ion, 
for fignalizing their valour in a common caufe, appeared 
to thehi even more fevers than that general punifhment, 
with which they were before threatened ; and they found 
themfelvcs incapable of coming to any refolution in fo 
cruel and diftrefeful a fituation. At laft one of the prin- 
cipal inhabitants caHed Eufiace ^de St. Pierre, whofe 
name deferves to be recorded, ftept forth, and declared 
, himfelf , wiHing to encounter death for the Tifety of his 

* friends and companions : Another, animated by his ex- 

• aniple, made, a like generous offer : A third and a fourth 
preiented themfelves to the fame fate; and the whole 

, . number required was foon compteated. Thefe fix heroic 

- burgeffes appeared before Edward in the guife' of male- 

' faSors^ laid'at his feet the keys of their city, and were 

ordered.tofa;f.led: to execution. It isfuprizing, that fo 

generous a prinqe Ihould have entertained fueh a barba- 

. rou^ purpofe againft fuch men j and ftill more that he 

Ihould ferioufly perfiftinthe refoiution of executing it ^. 

But 

^ Froiffart, liV. i. chap. 146. '^ This ftoiyof the fix 
burgher? of Calais, like all other extraordinary ftories, is fome- 
what to be fufpedted ; and fb ipuch the more as Aveibury, p. 
167, who is particular in his narration of the furrender of Ca- 
lais, fays nothuig of it ; and on the contrary extob in general 
the king's gencrwty and Icmty to the inhabitants. 



Digitized 



by Google 



SC6 • HISTORY or ENGLAND. 

C H A P. Bat the emreati^ of Wj (^«en faved his oiemory from 
XV. that inlamy : She threw hwdH <on her knees before him, 

*'-""v ^ and with tears in her eyes begged ^ Jives of thefe citi- 

*d47- z^ens. Haviog obtained iftr requeft^ Ac carried them 

into her tent, ordered a repaft to be fet before iheiii, 

and after making them a prefent ^f money and deaths 

difroiffed them in fafety ^. 

4th Aug. The king took poffeffion of Calais; and iomicdiately 
executed an ad oi rigor, more; jtiil)t£afale becanfe more 
neceflary, than that which he had before rcfohred od. He 
linew that, notwithflanding kis pretended titte to the crown 
of FraiKey every Frenchman trgarded him xs a mortal 
enemy ; and he therefore offered ail the igihabitissts of 
Calais to evacuate the towtu '^nd he peofrfed kanew with 
EagUih ; a policy which prokuMy pcekxved fo long ito 
his fucceflbrs the dofnicjon of that important tfottrcfs. 
He made it the Ora|>le of >wo«l, leather, titi^ and lead ; 
the four chief, if sot the ffJe commo^tics ef the kii^- 
dom, for which ther« wa3 any coasiidenable demaid 
in foreign jnarkets. AM th#: Eo^^ tfer^e ^ligod to bring 
thither thefe goods: Foreign mtrchaots came toithe fanae 
place 4n order to pwoh^ie them : And at a periodf when 
pods were not eftaUiA^d, and. when the oonmaisujcation 
between flates was io imperfeS, this infittutkm, tko' it 
hurt the navigation />f £ngland» W2« perhaps of adkiao- 
tage to the kingdom. 

Thro' the )me4iatton»o£jtiie popeV legates, Edwiard 
concluded a trace nvii-h France; Ixnt .c«ren jduiii^^is cef* 
(ation of arms he had ^ery nearly k^ Calais, fhe ible 
fr^it of all his boafted vifioiics. The kiaig had cntnafted 
that place to the comn^a^ of Jkimery delBavie, anitaliaai, 
who had diftovered bfiavcry and conduS in the wars, 
but was utterly devoid ^ every principle of. Jio^onr and 
fidelity, 'i his n^n. agreed to deliver jipC^dais for the 
fum of 20,000 croiwns ; larsd <5ecffrey ide Charra, who 
commanded the Fiiencb '^fotf cfi in thofe gnarters, and irfio 
inew, that, if he fiicpeeded in this ferwicie, he ihould not 
be diravowed, ventured, without confulting his mafter, 
to conclude the bargain with him. Edward, informed 
tif .this ^etchtry, by meins of AJmcry^B feorietory, fum- 
mcn^ the ^tw:eraor to London 00 iOthcr pretences j; and 
having charged him wi^rh^Jlhe guilt, ?pronnfe(J htm his life, 
10 I but 

^ Froiilart, Hv. t/ chap, 146. 
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tmt ofi tonditiiMit th*t he would turn the contrivance toC H A P. 
t^ deftruaion of the enemy. Tbje Italian eafily agreed, ^*V- 
tx> this double treachery. A day was appointed for the ^-^-v--^ 
admiffion of the French; and Edward, having prepared *34^- . 
a force of about a thoufand nien,,upd€r Sir Walter Manny, 
fecretly departed from London, carrying with him the 
prince of Wales; and without being fufpefted, arrived 
the evening before at Calais. He made a proper dif- 
pofition for the reception of the enenay ; and kept all liis 
forces and the garrifon under arnis. On the appearance 
of Charni, a cbofen troop of French foldiera was admit- 
ted at the poftern; and Ainaery, receiving the ftipulafced 
fqm, pron)ired» thait with their aflfidance he woiikl ina«- 
mediately open the great gate to the army, who were 
waiting with impatience for the fulfilling of his engage- 
ment. All the French, who entered, were immediate- 1549. 
ly flain or taken priftwers: The great gate opened: Ed-iftjaa. 
ward rulhed forth with cries of battle and of viftory : 
The French, tho' aftoniflied at the event, behaved with 
valour : A fierce and Woody engagement enfued. As the 
morning broke, the kingj, who was not dtfiinguiib^d by 
his arms, and who fought as a -^ private man uxKler the 
ftandard of Sir Waher Manny, remarked a French gemte* 
man, called Eqftace de Ribauraont> who exertol hipfifclf 
with fingular vigour and bravery ;. and he was fei^ed with 
a defire <^ trying a Tingle combat with him. He ftept 
forth firom his troop, and chaUei^iog Ribaiimcmt by 
namei (for he was known to him) began a fliarp and 
dangerous encounter. He was twice be^t to the gnound 
by the valour of the Frenchman: He twice recoirsred 
himfelf : Blows were redoubled with equal force on both , 
fides : The viftory was long undecided : Till Ribaumont, 
perceiving himfelf to be left almoft alone, called out 
to his antagonift. Sir kriigbt, I yield myfelf your prifoner y 
apd at the fame, time delivered his fword to the king. 
Mod of the French, being overpowered by numbers, 
and intercepted in their retreat, were either flain or taken 
prifoners^. 

The French officers who had fallen into the hands 
of the Englifti, were conduSed into Calais ; where Ed- 
ward difcovered to theni the antagonift with whom they 
had had the honour to be engaged^ aid treated them with 

• great 

^ Froiffart, liv. i. chap. 140, 141, 14a. ^ 
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CHAP, great regard and courtefy. They were admitted to fiip 
XV. with the prince of Wales, and the EngHih nobiUty ; and 

^'^"v^"*^ after fupper, the king himfelf came into the apartment, 
. ^549* and went about, converfing familiarty with one or other 
of his prifoners. He even addrefled himfelf in an oblig- 
ing manner to Charni, and avoided reproaching him with 
the treacherous attempt, which he had made upon Calais 
during the truce : But he openly beftowed the higheft 
encomiums on Ribaumont; called him the mofl yalor- 
ous knight whom he had ever been acquainted with ; and 
confeifed, that he had at no time been in fo great danger 
as when engaged in combat with him. He then took a 
firing of pearl, which he wore about his own head^ and 
throwing it over the head -of Ribaumont, he faid to him, 
** Sir EuftaCe, I beftow this prefent upon you, as a tef- 
•* timony of tny efteem for your bravery : And J defire 
** you to wear it a year for my fake : I kiiow you to 
*^ be gay and amorous; and to take delight in the 
*^ company of ladies and damfets : Let them all know 
•* from what hand you had the prefent : You are no Ion* 
** ger a prifoner ; I kcquit you of your ranfom ; and you 
** are at liberty to-morfow to difpofe of yourfeJf as you 
•* think proper.'* 

Nqthing can more evidently prove the vaft fupe- 
riority afTumed by the nobility and gentry above all the 
other orders of men during thofe ages, than the extreme 
difference which Edward made in his treatment of tbefe 
French knights, and that of the fix citizens of Calais, 
who had exerted more fignal bravery in a caufe more 
jufiifiable and more honourable. 
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C H A IP. XVL 

EDWARD III. 

IftJliiuiioH of the garter Siate of France Battle of 

Poitiers Captivity tf the king of France State 

of that kingdom ^Invafion of France Peace of 

Bretigni State of France Expedition into Cafiile 

Rupture with France /// fmcefs of the Eng- 

iTfi Death of the prince of Wales Death— ^ 

and character of the king-'—Mifeellaneous tfanf anions 
in this reigtt. 

TH E prudent coriduQ: afyl great fiiccefs of Edward CHAP. 
in his foreign wars had excited a ftrong emulation XVl. 
and a military; genius anioiig the Englifli nobility ; and ^■"—y-^ 
thefe turbulent barons> over awed by the crown, 
gave now a more ufeful dire3ion to their ambition, and 
{Attached themfelves to a prince, who led them to the 
acquifition of glory and of riches. That he raiight fur-» 1349- 
ther promote the fpirit of emulation and obedience, the Inftlttoti- 
king inftituted the order of the garter, in imitation of ^° ^^ ^* 
fome orders of a like nature, religious as well as military, ^^^*^^* 
which had been cftabliflied in different countries of Eu* 
rope. The number received into this order confifted of 
twenty-four perfons befides the fovereign ; and as it has 
never been enlarged, this badge of diflinftidn continues 
as honourable as at its firfl inftitution, and is Aill a valua* 
ble, tho' a cheap, prefent, which the prince can con** 
fer on his greateft fubjefts. A vulgar ftory prevails, but 
Is not fupported by any antient authority, that, at a court- 
ball, Edward's miftrefs, commonly fuppofed to be the 
countefs of Salifbury, dropt her garter ; and the king, 
taking it up, obferved fome of the courtiers to fmile, as 
if they thought, that he had not obtained this favour 
merely by accident : Upon which he called out, Honi 
foit qui malypenfcy Evil to him that evil thinks; and as 
every incident of gallantry among thefe antient warriors 
was magnified into a matter of great importance ^, he 
Vol. II. B b inftituted 

^ There was a fingular inftance about this time of the pre- 
valence of chivahy and gallantry m the nations of Europe. 

A foiema 
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C H A P.inftituted the order of the garter in memorial of • this 
XVL event, and gave thefc words as the motto of the order. 

^'*->''"**^ This origin, tho' frivolous, is not uiifuitable to the man- 
*349- ners of the times ; afld it is indeed difficult by any other 
means to account either for the feemingly unmeaning 
terms of the nM>tto, or for the peculiar badge of the gar- 
ter^ which feems to have no reference to any purpofe either 
of military ufe or ornament. 

But a fudden damp was thrown over thisJeftivity and 
triumph of the court of England, by a deifarudive pef- 
tilence, which invaded that kingdom as well as the reft 
of Europe ; and is computed to have fwept away near a 
third of the inhabitants in every country, which it at- 
tacked. It was probably more fatal in great cities than 
in the country ; s(nd above fifty thoufand fouls are faid 
to have periflied by it in London alone ^. This malady 
difcovered itfelf firfl in the north of Afia, was fpread 
over all that country, made a progrefs from one end of 
Europe to another, and fenfibly depqjulatcd every ftate 
tht^* which it paffed. So grievous a calamity, more 
than any cordiality among the princes, ferved to mair- 
tatn and prolong the truce between France and Eng- 
liuid. 
13J0. DttRiNG this truce, Philip de Valois died without be- 
ing able t6 re-eftabli£h the affairs of France, which his 

bad 

A £)lemn duel of thirty knights againft thirty was fought be- 
tween Benbrough, an Englimnian, and Beaumonoir, a Bre- 
ton, of the party of Chanes de Blois. The krigkts of the 
two natipns came into the field ; and before the cpmbat began, 
Beaumonoir called out, that it wculd be feen that day ijuBo 
had the faireft mfirtffes. After a bloody combat the Bretons 
prevailed ; and gained for their prize, hill liberty to boaft of 
their mifbefles beauty. It is remarkable, that two inch famous 
generals as Sir Robert Knolles, and Sir Hugh Calverley, drew 
their fvords in this rkliculom conteft. See Pere Daniel, vol. 
^^ P- 5 36* 537> *^- '^^^ women not only infkigated the 
chimnpions to thefe rough, if not bloody fi'ays of tournament ; 
but alio frequented the tournaments during all the reign of 
Edward, whofe ipirit of gallantry encouraged this pradlice. 
See Knyghton, p. 2597. 

^ Stowe's Survey, p. 478. There were buried 50,000 
bodies in one church-yard, which Sir Walter Manny had 
bought for the ufe of the poor. The fame author fays, that 
there died above 50,000 perfons of the plague in Norwich, 
which is quite incredible. 
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bad fuc^efs sigainft Engl^sd h^d thrown into the moil CHAP. 
QXtr^me difgrder. This monarch, during the firft years XVI. 
of his reign, had obtained the aF^P^Uation Qi fortunate^ ^^■^'v^-^ 
and acquired the charaftw of prudent; but he ill main- ^ii^* 
taiaed either the one or the other; Icfs from his own 
fauh, than becaufe he waa gwermiatched by the fuperior 
fortune and fuperior genius of Edward. But the inci- 
dents in the reign of his fon, John, gave the French na-» 
lion reaibfi to regret even the calamitous times of his pre« 
^ceflbr. John was ditVmguiflied by many virtues, par-f 
ticularly a (iprupuious honour and fidelity : He wa6 not 
deficient in perfonal courage: But as he wanted that 
mafterly prudence and forefight, which his difficult fitua- 
tion required, his kingdom was at the fame time coin 
vulfed by inteftine commotions, and oppreiTed with fo- 
reign wars. The chief fource of ail its calamities, was - 13^'^. 
C^harles king of Navarre, who received the epithet of the ^te of 
iad or wicked, and whofe anions fully entitled him to France^ 
that appellation. This prince was defcended from males 
of the blood royal of France ; his mother was a daughter 
of Lewis Hutin ; he had himfelf efpoufed a daughter of 
king John : But ail^hefe ties, which ought to have con* 
jiefited him with the throne, gave him only ^reatei^ 
ability to fhake and overthrow it. In his perfonal qua*' 
lities, he was courteous, affable, engaging, eloquent | 
full of infinuation and ad^eis ; inexhauflible in his re* 
fources; adive and enterprifing. But thefe fplendid ac« 
complifhments were at the fame time attended with fuch 
defe^, as rendered them pernicious to his country, and 
«Ten ruinous to himfelf: He was fickle, inconftant, faith*- 
Jeft, revengeful, malicious : Retrained by no principle 
or duty : Infatiable in his pretenfiotis : And whether fuc- 
cefsful or unfortunate in one enterprize, he immediately 
undertook another, in which he was never deterred from 
employing the moft criminal and moft difhonourable ex- 
pedients. 

The conftabb d'Eu, who had been taken prifoner i^ 
Edward at Caen, recovered his Uberty, on the promife 
of delivering to that princa, as his ranfom, the town of 
Ghifnes, near Calais^ of which he was fuperior lord i 
But as John was oflFended at this fVipulation, which. If 
fulfilled, opened flill farther that frontier to the enemy, 
and as he fufpe6led the conftable of more dangerous con- 

6 b 2 nexions 
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CHAP, nenons with the king of England, he ordered htm to be 
XVI. letzed, and without any legal or formal trial, put him to 
^■^v"^^ death in prifon. Charles de,la Cerda was appointed con- 
'3$4* ftable in his place ; and had a like fatal end : The king 
of Navarre ordered him to be aflaflinated ; and fach was 
the weaknefs of the aown, that this prince^ inftead of 
dreading puniihment, would not fo much as agree toafk 
pardon for his offence, but on condition, that he received 
an accefllon of territory : And he had atfo John's fecond 
fon put into his hands, as a fecurity for his perfon, when 
he came to court, and performed this ad of mock peni- 
tence and humiliation before his fovereign *. 
1J55. The two French princes feemed entirely reconciled ; 
but this diflimulation, to which John fubmitted from ne- 
ceflity, and Charles from habit, did not long continue ; 
and the king of Navarre knew, that he had reafon to ap- 
prehend the mod fevere vengeance for the many crimes 
and treafons which he had already committed, and the 
ftill greater, which he was meditating. To enfure 
himfelf of proteftion, he entered into a fecret corre- 
foondence with England, by means of Henry earl of 
Derby, now earl of Lancafter, who at that time was em- 
ployed in fruitlefc negociations for peace in Avignon, 
under the mediation of the pope. John difcovered ihis 
correfpondence ; and to prevent the fatal effeds of it, he 
fent down forces into Normandy, the chief feat of the 
king of Navarre's power, and attacked his caftles and 
fortrefles. But hearing that Edward had prepared an 
army to fupport his ally, he had the weaknefs to pro- 
pofe an accommodation with Charles, and even to give 
this traiterous fubjed the fum of a hundred thoufand 
crowns, as the purchafe of a feigned reconcilement, 
which rendered him ftill more dangerous. The king of 
Navarre, infolent from paft impunity, and defperate 
from the dangers, which he apprehended, continued ftill 
his intrigues; and aflbciating himfelf. with Geoffrey 
d'Harcourt, whq had received his pardon from Philip dc 
Valpis, but perfevered ftill in his fadious difpofitions, he 
encreafed the number of his partizans in every part of 
the kingdom. He even feduccd by his addrefs, Char- 
les, the king of France's eldeft fon, a youth of feventeen 
years of age, who was the firft that bore the appellation 

of 

" Froiflart, liv. i. chap. 144. 
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of dauphin^ by the re-union of the province of Dauphiny C H A P» 
to the crown. . But this prince> being made fenfible of XVI. 
the danger and folly of thefe connexions, promifed to^"*''>^7*^ 
make atonement for the offence by the facrifice of his *35S' 
aflbciates ; and in concert with his father, he invited the 
kin^ of Navarre, and other noblemen of the party, to a 
feait at Rouen, whjcre they were betrayed into the hands 
of John. Some of the moft obnoxious were immediately 
led to execution; the king of Navarre was^thrown into 
prifon ^ : But this ftroke of feverity in the king, and 
of treachery in the dauphin, was far from proving decifive- 
in maintaining the royal authority. Philip of Navarre, 
brother to Charles, and Geoffrey d'Harcourt, put all the 
towns and caft)^ Jjelonging to that prince in a f|ofture o£ 
defence; and^^^mmediate r.ecourfe to the prote&ion of ^ 
England in this deVperate extremity. , ;. 

The, troce between the two kingdoms, which had aU 
ways been venr ill obferved on both fides, was now 
expired; and Edward was entirely free to fiipport the 
French malcontents. Well pleafed, that the fa^ions in 
France had at kff gained him fome partizans in that 
kingdom, which his pretenfions to the crown had never 
been able to procure him, he propofed to attack his ene« 
my both on the fide of Guienne, under the command 
of the prince of Wales, and on that of Calais, in his own 
perfon. 

Young Edward arrived in the Garronne with his 
army, on board a ^eet of three hundred iail, attended by 
the earls of Warwic, Salifbury, Oxford, Suffolk, aiui 
other Englifli noblemen. Being joined by the yaffals of 
Gafcony, he took the field ; and as the prefent difordert 
in France prevented every proper plan of defence, he 
carried on with impunity his ravages and devaftatio^s, « ' 
according to the mode of war in that age. He reduced 
all the villages and feveral towns in Languedoc to aihes : 
He prefented himfelf before Thbuloufe ; paffed the Gar- 
ronne, and burned the fuburbs of Carcaffonne; advanced 
even to Narbonne, laying every thing wafte around him : 
And after an incurfion of fix weeks, returned with a vaft 
booty and many prifoners to Guienne, where he took up 
his winter quarters ^. The conftable of Bourbon, who 

com- 

^ Froiffart, liy; i. chap. 146. Avcrjbury, p. ^43. ^fbid. 
chap. 144, 146. 



Digitized 



by Google 



374 HISTORY o^ ENGLAND. 

CH A P. ODfBin«ii4cd in tho& provinces, neceived orders, ttucmgir 
XVL at the head of a fuporior army^ or no account tt> riHKhc 

V- v '^^.^hgxard of a battle. 

^355- The king of Elh^and*s incorfion from Calais wts <rf 
the fanie nature^ and attended 5¥ith the fame i(&e. He 
broke into France at the hekd of a numerous ^mj ; to 
whom he gayc a full licence Jof -planderii^ and ravag- 
ing the open coumry. He adv^flcfed to St. Omer, m\iert 
the king of France was pofted; atttl on-'the retreat of 
that prince, followed him to Hefdin ^. John ftill kept 
s^ a diftance^ and dectiited an engagement : Bat in ot> 
dcr to fate his reputation^ fte fent Edward a challenge to 
Sgfit a pitd>6d battle with him ; an ufual brsttade in that 
age# derived from th« pradite of fing)l^<^9^mbat, and n^ 
dicuhoiis in . the art of War. The ktiig;^^^Sndi!rtg no fm? 
cerity in this defiance, 4*tired to Calais, 4nd thence went 
oyer to England,, in ondkr to defend that kiiigdom againft 
aiiireatened invaAon of the Soots. 
. Th« Scots,: taking advaHtlkge of the king's abfcnce, 
and tiiat 'rf the tniUtaTy po#er of Kn^Handj hadfurprized 
Sterwic; afid fetfd coUeSked an *aimy with a view of 
oonunilttiiiig ravages D^on tire nortlTem pnoFinces: But 
on the approach bf Edwaifd, they abandoned that place, 
yhfch wttB iK^t tenable^' whitie the taftle was in theha^ds 
•0f.the.EngU&; atad r^tiring^^ ti6 their mountaim, gave the 
enemy a full liberty of burning and defiroying the whole 
cbiiBby fnom Beri^ic tb Edinburgh ^\ Baliol attended 
"Edw^ahi tm this expicdition ^, but findingj that his conllam 
kfeeceince.tb the- Ei^glWi ^Mid given his countrymen an 
dno^n^ueraUe averfft^n t0 his title, and thst he hlmftlf 
wasdedining through age and hifirmitres, he fJuaUyrc- 
fi^n^ into the kin^s h^ltds, his prcteBfiorrs tb the croWn 
pf. Scotland % aaid rccetved ^ in lieii^ them ^n annual 
penfibn of 2000 pounds, with which he paffed the re- 
maiiideF of hrs iife i#i privacy and retirement. 

DHjkj^G thefc military operations, Edward received 
infaroTittio^ eif the encpfeafi^g difc>rdtTs in France, arifing 
from the feiz^re of t*he king of Nayafre; and he fent 
L«n<mftor • at the head of a fmall army, to fupport his 
parttzatis in Normatidy. The war wias cohduQed witl^ 
^ / . . : . 1 varioni 

^ Froiflart, liv. i.chap. 144. Aveflbury, p. 206. Walfing. 
P- «?7^- * Wrifuig. |>. ,i"y I : <^ Ryner, vol, v. p. 823. 

Ypod. Neuft. p. 521. * . I . . - 
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irarious fuccds; but chiefly to the difadvantagc of tb«CHAP. 
French malooittevits ; till an important event happened in XVI. 
the other quarter of the kingdom, which had well nigh •^^••y**^ 
proved fatal to the monarchy of France, and threw every 
thiiur into the utmoft conftiiion. 

The prince of Wales, encouraged by die fuccefsof 1356. 
the preceding campaign, took the field with an army, 
which no hiftorian makes amount to abov« 12,000 men, 
and of which not a third were Engiiib ; and with thk 
^mall body, he ventured to penetrate into the heart of 
France. After ravaging tlie Agenois, Qi}ercy, and the 
Limou(i|i, he enter^ the province of Berry ; and made 
fome attacks, tho* without fuccefe, on the towns of 
Bourges and Iflbudun. It appeared, that his intentions 
were to march into Normandy, and to jdn his 
forces with thofe of the duke of Lancafter, and the parti- 
xaos of the king of Navarre ; but finding all the bndge3 
•on the Loire broken down, and every pafs carefully guard- 
ed, be was obliged to think of making his retreat into 
Gvienne **. He found this refolutlon the more neceffary, 
from the inteliigence which he iteceived of the king of 
France** motions. That monardi, provdced at the ia- 
fult offered him by this incurfion, and entertaining Ik^cs 
of fuccefs from the young princess temerity, coBeded a 
great army of above 60,000 men, and advanced with 
nafty marches to intercept his enemy. The prince, not 
ttware of John'« near approach, loft fome days^ on his 
-retreat, before the caftle of Remorantin ' ; and thereby 
gave the French an opportunity of overtaking him. They gji^^i^ ^f 
came within fight at Maupertuis near Poiftiers; andpoifUers. 
Edward, ienfibk that his retreat was now foeconoe imprac- 
ticable, prepared for battle with all the courage of a 
young hero, and with all the prudence of the oldeft and 
moft experienced commander. 

BvT the utmoft prudence and courage would haVe 
proved infufficient to fave him in this extremity, had the 
king of France known how to make ufe of his prefetit \ 
advantages. His great fuperiority in numbers enabled 
him to furround the enemy; and by tnttrcepting all ~ 

their 



** WalTing. p. 171. * FroifTart, liv. i. chap. 158. Wal- 
fing. p. 171. 
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CHAP, their provifipns, which were already become fcarjce kt Ac 
XVI. Engltih camp, to recbice thi$ fntiaH army^ without z 

^^**^^^'^biow, to theneceflity pf furrei\4ering M difpretion. But 
'356* fuch was the impatient ardour of the Fteacb nobility, 
and fo much had their thoughts been bent on overtaking 
the Englifb^ th^eir hit pbje3, that thi$ idea never ftmck 
^y of .the comm;indefs ; an4 U»ey imnicdiately took 
,ineafur^ Cor Uie affauk, as for a certain viSpry. While 
the French army was drawn up in .order of battle» the]r 
jwere (lopped by t^e ^ppe^r^nceof the c^dinal of Peri- 
^ord ; who, having learned jthe apprpach of the two 
armies to e^ch other, ^ad haftcn^, by ixAerfofwg his 
^ood offices, to prevent any farther effufion of chriftian 
.blood. 3y Jobn's permiffion, he cairied propofats to the 
prince of Wales; and found hiip fo fenfibje of the bad 
^poiluce of his affairs, that an aqconuQodatiop feemed not 
imprad^cable. Edwarjd told htm, that be would agree 
^o any te^ms confident with hi$ own boQopr and that of 
England.; a;id he offered to purchafe a retreat by re%n^ 
ing aU the conquefts, which he had made during this and 
the former caippalgn, and by ftipulating not to krvt^ 
againA France during the courfe of feveo years. But 
John, imagining that he h^d now got ioto hUhandsa% 
/ufficient pledge for the xeftitution gf Calais, required 
^hat Edward fliould furrender himfelf prifoner with a hun- 
dred of his attendants ; and offered on tbefe t^rips a fafe 
retreat .to the Englilh ^rmy. The prinpe rcjeQed the 
propofal vrith difdaip ; ao.d declared, that whatever for- 
tune ihould attend him, England (hould never be ofcjiged 
to pay the price of his ranrpm. This refoiqte anfwer 
cut off all hopes of ^accommodation ; bpt as the day wzi 
ah-e^dy fpei^t in negociating, the battle w^s delayed till 
the next morning ". 

The cardinal of Perigord, as all the prelates of the 
court of Roipe, wgs extremely attaphed to the French 
. caufe ; but the moil deteripined eneniy could npt have 
contrived a greater prejudice to John's affairs, than he 
did theg) by this d^lay. TJie prince of Wale?^ had Ici- 
fure, during the night, to ftrengthen, by pew intreoclr- 
ments, the poft which he had before fo judicioufly cho- 



fen ^ 



5* Froifflart, liv. |. chap. i6u 
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lien ; and he contrived an ambufli of 300 men at arms,C HAP. 
^nd as many ^cfccrs, whoni he put under the command XVI. 
pf the Captal de Buche, and ordered to make a circuit, '^-""^^'T^ 
that they might fajl on the flank or rear of the French *3S^- 
army duriijg tkp engagement. The van of his army 
was commanded by the earl of Warwic, the rear by the 
,earls Salifbury ^nd Suffolk, the m^in body by the prince 
Jbin^felf. The lords Chandos, Audeley, and many other 
brave and experienced comnaanders, were at the head of 
xjiflferent cprps of his ^rmyp 

John aJfo arranged his forces in three divifions, nearly 
equal: TJhe firft was commanded by the duke of Orleans, 
the king's brother ; the fecond by the dauphin attended 
with his two younger brothers; the third by the king 
Jiimfelf, who had ^y his fide Philip, his fourth fon and 
favourite, then ^bout fourteen years of age. There was 
pp rea^hii)g the Englilh army but thro' a narrow lane, 
covered on each fide by hedges ; and in order to open 
this paflage, the marefchals, Andrehen and Clermont, 
were ordered to advance with a feparate detachment of 
men at arms. While they ^maJ-qhed along the lane, a 
body of Englifli archers, who lined the hedges, plyed 
them on e^ch fide with their arrows; and being very 
pear them, yet placed in perfe^ fafety,, they coolly took 
thei;- aiip againft the enemy, and maffacred them with 
impunity. The French detachments, much difcouraged 
with the unequal fight, and diminiflied in their number, 
arrived at the -en^ of the lane, where they met on the 
open grounds the prince of WaJes himfclf, at the head of ; 
^ chof^n bp4y, for their reception. They wercdifcon> 
^tc4 ^"4 overthrown: One of the marefchals was flain: 
the other taken prifoner : And the remainder of the de- 
tachmeiit, who wer^ ftill in the lane, expofed to the {hot 
of the enemy, without being able to make refiftance, re- 
coiled upQQ their own army, and put every thing into 
diforder**. in th-4t critical moment, the Gaptal de Buchc ^ . 
jine^cpe^edly appeared, and attacked in flank the dau- ■ 
.phin's-line, which fell into fome confufion. Land^s, 
Bodenai, and St. Venant, to whom the care of that 
young prince and hi^ brothers had been committed, too 
^nxioup for their charge or for their own fafety, carried 
them p^ tl^^ fiejd plf battle, and fet the example of flight, 

whi^h 

w.Froiflart, liv. ).chap. i.6«. 
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which was followed by that whole divifion. The iakc 
of Orleans, fetzed with a like panic, and icnaginiiig att 
' was lod, thought no longer of fighting, but carri^ off 
his divifion by a retreat, wkidi foon turned into %Aight, 
The lord Chandos called out to the prince, that the day 
was won ; and encouraged him to attack the divifion, un- 
der king John, which, tho' more numerous than the whole 
Engliih army, were ibmewhat dlfmayed with the pre- 
cipitate flight of their companions. John here made the 
utmofl efforts to retrieve by his valour, what his imprtf- 
dence had betrayed; and the only refinance made that 
day was by his line of battle. The prince of Walc^ 
fell with impetuofity on ibme German cavalry placed in 
« the front, and commanded bv the counts of Sallebruchey 
Nydo, and Noiibo : A fierce battle enfued : The one fide 
were encouraged by the near profped of fo great a vic- 
tory : The other were retained by the (hame of quitting 
the field to an enemy (o much inferior : But the three 
German generals, together with the duke of Athens^ con* 
ilable of France, falling in battle, that body of cavalry gave 
way, and left tbe king himfelf expofed to the whole fary 
of the enemy. The ranks were every moment fhinned 
around him : The nobles fell by his fide, one after ano- 
ther: Hisfon, fcarce- fourteen years of age, received a 
wound, while he was fighting valiantly in defence of 
his father : The king himfeif, (pent with fatigue, and 
overwhelmed by numbers, might eafily have been dtf- 
patchcd ; but every Engliih gentleman, ambitious of tak* 
ing alive the royal prifbner, fpared him in the adion, 
called to him to furrender himfeif, and offered him ,quar- 
ter : Several who attempted tx) feii^ him, fuffered for 
their temerity. He ftill cried out. Where is my cmfin^ 
Captivity the prince of Wales f and feemed unwilfing to become 
of the prifoner to any perfon of inferior rank. But being 
king of told, that the prince was at a great diftance on tlie fiel^ 
France, he threw down^ his ^ gauntlet, and yielded himfdf to 
Dennis de Morbec, a knight of Arras, who had been 
obliged to fly his country for murder. His fon was taken 
with him ^. 

' The piince of Wales, who had been carried aWay in 
purfuit of the flying enemy, finding the field entirely 
clear, had ordered a tent to be pitched, and Avas repofing 

himfeif 

^' Rymer, vol. vi. p. 72, 154. FroifTart, fiv. 1. chap 164. 
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himfcif after ttie toils of battle ; enquiring ftill with great CHAP. 
anxiety concerning the fate of the French monarch. He ^V*- 
difpatched the earl of Warwicto bring hinn intetiigencei^^ vr-^ 
and that nobleman came happily in time to fave the life cf *3S^- 
the captive prince, which wa$ expofed to greater danger 
thsm it had been during the beat of the adion. The 
Englifti had taken him by violence from Morbec: The 
OafconS claimed the honour of detaining the prifoner : 
And (bme brutal foldiers, rather than yield the priz.e to 
fhdr rivals, had threatened to put him tolieath ^. War- 
ipi^ic overawed both parties, and approaching the king 
^vith ^reat demonlftrations of refpeft^ offered to condu^ • 
Jiim to the prince's tent. 

He're comfnences the real and truly admirable heroifm 
erf Edward : For viftories are vulgar things in oomparifoo 
of that moderation and humanity difcovered by a young 
prince of twetity-feven years of age, not yet cooled from 
jthe fury of battle, and elated by zi extraordinary and as 
ntJexpeSed fuccefs as had ever crowned the arms of any 
genreral. tte came forth to meet the captive king with 
iail the figns of regard and fympathy ; adminiftered com- 
fort to him amLdil his misfortunes ; paid him the tribute 
Df praife due to his valour ; and afcribed his own viSory 
imerely to the blind chance of war, or to a fupcrior Provi- 
dence, which controuls all the efforts of human force 
and prudence *. The behaviour of John (hewed him not 
unworthy of this courteous treatment : His prefent ab- 
jeS fortune hever made him forget a moment riiat he was 
mking: More fenfible to Edward's generofity than to his 
wm calamities, he confieffed, that, notwithftanding his 
idcfeat and Cat'i:ivity, his honour was ftill unimpaired ; and 
that, if he yielded the vi6iory^ it w,as at leaft gained by a 
prince of fuch confummate valour and humanity. 
' Et>'W A Rb ordered a magnificent repaft to be prepared 
in his tent 'for the prifoner ; and he himfelf ferved the 
royal captive's table, as if he had been one of his retmue : 
tee ftood at the king's back during the meal ; conftantly 
^effufed to lake a place at the table ; and declared, that, 
being a fubjeft, he was too well acquainted with the dif- 
*tance between his own rank, and that of royal majefty, 
to ^ffume fuch freedom. All his father's pretenfions to the 
crown of France were now buried in oblivion : John in 

captivity 

° Froiflart, liy. i. chap. 164. ^ Poul. Oemil p. 197. 
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CHAP, captivity received the honours of a king, which were rc-^ 
XVIk fufed him when feated on the throne : His misfortunes, not 

*—"'^^-^""*^ his title, were relpeaed : And the French prifoners, con- 
^^S^ quered by this elevation of mind, more than by their late 
difcdmfiiure, burft out into tears of joy and admiration ; 
which were only checked by the refleSion, that fuch ge- 
nuine and unaltered heroifm in an enemy muft certa'mly 
in the iffue prove but the more dangerous to their native 
country %, 

All the Englifli and Gafcon knights imitated the ge- 
nerous example fet them by their prince. The captives 
were every where treated with humanity, and were foon 
after difmiffed on paying moderate ranfoms to the perfons 
into whofe hands they had fallen. The extent of their 
fortunes was confidered ; and an attention was given, that 
they (hould dill have fufficient means left, for the future, 
< to perform their military fervice in a manner fuitable to 
their rank and quality. Yet fo numerous were the noble 
prifoners, that thefe ranfoms, joined to the fpoils of the 
field, were fufficient to enrich the prince's army; and as 
they had fuffered very little in the aSion, their Joy and 
exultation was complete. 

The prince of Wales conduSed his prifoner toBour* 
deaux ; and not being provided of forces fo numerous 39 
might enable him to pufh his prefent advantages, he con- 
cluded a two years truce with France ^, which was alfo 
become requifite, that he might conduS the captive king 
it<7 ^'^^ fafcty into England. He landed at Southwark, and 

aAthMay. ^^^ ^^^ ^X *• prodigious concourfe of people, of all ranks 
and ftations. The prifoner was clad in royal apparel, and 
mounted on a white fteed, diftinguifhed by its (ize and 
beauty, and by the richnefs of its furniture. The con- 
queror roder by his fide in a meaner attire, and carried by 
a black palfry. In this fituation, much more glorious 
than all the infolent parad^ of a Roman triumph, he paf- 
fed thro* the ftreets of London, and prefented the king 
of France to his father, who advanc<?d to meet him, and 
received him with the fame courtefy, as if he had been a 
neighbouring potentate, that had voluntarily conie tp pay 
». him a friendly vifit ^. It is impoflible, in TcAeGLing oa 

this noble conduS, not to perceive the adyantag^ which 
- refuked 

^^Froiflart, liv. f . chs^). 168. * R^mer, yoL' vi. p. j, 
s Froiffart, Hy, i. chap. »73« 
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refulted from the other whimfical principles of chivalry, CHAP, 
and which gave men in thofe rude times fome fuperiority XVL 
even over people of a more cultivated age and nation. ^-— v ^ 

The king of France, befides the generous treatment 'SST* 
which he met with in England, bad the melancholy con- 
folation of the wretched, to fee. companions in afBiftion. 
The king of Scots had been eleven years a captive in 
Edward's hands ; and the good fortune of this monarch 
had reduced at once the two neighbouring potentates, with 
whom he was engaged in war, to be prifoners in his ca- 
pital. But Edward, finding that the conqueft of Scot- 
knd was nowife advanced by the captivity of its fovereign, 
and that the government, conduftcd by Robert Stuart, 
his heir and nephew, was Aill able to defend itfelf, con- 
fented to reftore David Bruce to his liberty, for the ranfom 
of 100,000 marks fterling; and that prince delivered the 
fons of all his principal nobility, as hoftages for the pay- , 
ment^. 

Meanwhile, the captivity of John, joined to the i^^Z, 
preceding diforders of the French government, had pro- State of 
duced in that country a diffolution, almoft total, of civil France, 
authority, and had occafioned confufions, the moft hor- 
rible and deftru^ive, that had ever been experienced in 
any age or in any nation. The dauphin, now about 
eighteen years of age, naturally afliimed the royal power 
during his father's captivity ; but tho' endowed with ex- 
cellent abilities, even in fuch early years, hepoffeffed nei- ^ 
ther the experience nor authority requifite to defend a ftate, 
affailed at once by foreign power and (haken by internal 
faftions. In order to obtain fupply, he affembled the 
ftates of the kingdom : That affembly, inftead of fup- 
porting his adminiftration, were themfelves feized with the 
fpirit of confufion ; and laid hold of the prefent opportu- 
nity to demand limitations of the prince's power, the pu- 
nifliment of paft malverfations, and the liberty of the 
king of Navarre. Marcel, provoft of the merchants and 
firft magiftrate of Paris, put himfelf at the head of the 
unruly populace ; and from the violence and temerity of 
his charaQer, puihed them to commit the moft criminal 
outrages againft the royal authority. They detained the 
dauphin in a fort of captivity ; they murdered in his pre- 

fence 

''* Rymer, vol. vi. p. 4$, 46, 52, 56. Froiffart, liv. i. 
chap. 174, Wdfing. p. 173. 
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CHAP, fence Robert de Clermont and John de Conflara, mareA 
XV L chals of France ; they threatened all the other nwiuftera 
^^— V — ^ with a like fate ; and when Charles, who waa obliged ^ 
*3S^- temporize and dilTemble, made his efcape from their 
hands, they levied war againft him, and openly ereded 
the flandard of rebellion. The other cities of the king-' 
dom, in imitation of the capital, (hook off the dauphin's 
authority ; took the government into their own iKftnd$ ; 
and fprcad the diforder into every province. The nobles^ 
whofc inclinations led them to adhere to the crown> and 
were naturally difpofed to check thde tumults, had loft &11 
their influence ; and being reproached with cowardice en 
account of the bale defertion of their fovereigninthe bat- 
tle of PoiSicrs, were treated with univerfal contempt by 
the inferior orders. The troops, who, from the defic'w 
ency of pay, were no longer retained in difcipline, threw 
off all regard to their officers, fought the means of fub- 
iiftence by pillage and robbery, and affociating to them 
all the dilorderly people, with which that age abounded, 
formed numerous bands, which infefted all quaters of 
the kingdom. They hid the open country de/bJate; 
burned and plundered the villages ; and by cutting off all 
means of communication or fubfiftence, reduced even 
the inhabitants of the walled towns to the nK)ft extreme 
ncceflity. The peafants, formerly oppreffed, and now 
left unprote£led, by their raafters, became defperate from 
their prefcnt mifery ; and rifing every where in arms, 
carried to the laft extremity thofe diforders, which were 
derived from the fedition of the citizens and difbanded 
foldiers ^. The gentry, hated for their tyranny, were 
every where expofed to the violence of popular rage ; 
and infteadof meeting with regard for their paft dignity, 
became only, on that account, the objeft of more wan-^ 
ton iniult to the mutinous peafants. They were hunted 
like wild beads, and put to the fword without mercy : 
Their caftles were confumed with fire, and levelled to 
the ground : Their wives and daughters were firft ravifbed, 
and then murdered: The favages proceeded fo far as to 
impale fome gentlemen, and roaft them alive before a flow 
fire : A body of nine thoufand of them broke into 
Meaux, where the wife of the dauphin with above 300 
ladies had taken fheiter : The mod brutal treatment and 

moft 

^ FroifTart, llv. i. chap. i8a, 183, 184. 
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mod atrocicwis cruelty were juftly dreaded by this belplels CHAP, 
company : But the Captal de Buche, tho' in the fervice XVI. 
of Edward, yet moved by generofity and by the gal- "^--^n^-*^-* 
lantry of a true knight, fkw tq their relief, and beat off *3SS- 
tbp peafants with great flaughter. In other civil wars, the 
oppofite faSions, falling under the governnient of their 
feveral leaders, commionly preferve ftill the veftige of fome , 
rule and order : But here the wild ftate of nature Teemed 
to be renewed : Every man Avas thrown loofe and inde- 
pendent of his fellows : And the great multitude of people, 
which had arifen from the preceding police of civil fo- 
ciety, ferved only to encreafe the horror and confufion of 
the fcene. 

Amidst thcfe diforders, the king of Navarre made 
his efcapc from prifon, and prefented a dangerous leader to 
the furious malcontents ^. But the fplendid talents o\ this 
prince qualified him only to do mifchief, and to encreafe 
the public diftra6^ions : He wanted the fteadinefs and pru- ' 

dcnce requifite for making his intrigues fubfervient to his 
ambition, and forming his numerous partizan& into a re- 
gular faction. He revived his pretenfions, fomewhat ob- 
iblete, to the crown of France : But while he advanced 
this claim, he relied entirely on his alliance with the 
Englilh, who were concerned in intereft to difappoint his 
pretenfions, and who, being public and inveterate enemies 
to the ftate, ferved only, by the friendfliip which they 
feemingly bore him, to render his caufe the more odious. 
And in all his operations, he aSed more like a leader of 
banditti, than one who afpired to be the head of a regular 
government, and who was engaged by his ftation to en- 
deavour the re-eftabliftiment of order in the commu- 
nity. 

The eyes, therefore, of all the French, who wiftied 
to rcftore peace to their nriferable and defolated country, 
were turned towards the dauphin ; and that young prince, 
tho' not remarkable for his military talents, poffeffed fo 
much prudence and fpirit, that he gained daily the af? 
cendant over all his enemies. Marcel, the feditious pro- 
voft, was flain, while he was attempting to deliver the 
city to the king of Navarre and the Engliih ; and the 
capital immediately returned to its duty ^, The moil 

confi- 

^ Froiflart, liy. i. phap. i8i. ^ Ibid. chap. 187. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



3*4 HISTORY or ENGLAND. 

CHAP, confidcrable bodies of the mutinous peafants were diffi*^ 
XVI. patedy and put to the fword: Some bands of military rob- 

^^^■v-*^ bers underwent the fame fate : And tho* many grievous 
•5^^- diforders ftill remained, France began gradually to af-* 
fume the face of a regular civil government, and to forni 
fome plan for its defence and fecurity. 

During the confufion in the dauphin's affairs, Edward 
fetmed to have a favourable opportunity. of pufhing his 
conquefts : But befides that his hands were tied by th^ 
truce, and he could only affiil underhand the fa^ion of 
Navarre ; the ftate of* the Englifh finances and miiitary 
power during thofe ages rendered the kingdom incapable 
of making any regular or fteady effort, and obliged it to 
exert its force at very diftant intervals, by which all the 
projeSed ends were commonly difappointed. Edward em- 
ployed himfelf, during a conjunQure fo inviting, chiefly 
in negociations with his pr'ifoner ; and John had the weak- 
nefs, to fign terms of peace, which, had they taken ef- 
fcS, muft have totally ruined and difmembered his king- 
dom. He agreed to reftore all the provinces, which had 
been poffeffed by Henry II. and his two fons, and to an- 
nex them for ever to Enghnd without any obligation of 
homage or fealty on the part of the Engliih monarch. But 
the dauphin and the ftates of France reje^ed this treaty ^ 
fo diflionourablc and pernicious to the kingdom^ ^ ; and 
Edward, on the expiration of the truce, having now, by 
fubfidies and frugality, collefifced fome treafure, prepared 
himfelf for a new invafion of France, 

The great authority and renown of the king and the 
-prince of Wales, the fplendid fuccefs of their former en- 
terprizes, and the certain profpeQ: of 'plunder from the 
defencelefs provinces of France, foon brought together all 
the military power of England ; and the fame motives 
invited to Edward's ^andard all the hardy adventurers of 
the different countries of Europe ^. He paffed over to 
Calais, where he affembled an army of near 100,000 
men; a force, which the dauphin could not pretend to 
withftand in the open field : And that prince therefore 
prepared himfelf to elude a blow, which it was itnpof- 
fible for him to refift. He put all the confiderable towns 
in a poOifre of defence ; ordered them to be fupplied with 
magazines and provifions ; diftributed proper garrifons in 

ail 

^ Froiflart, Hv. 1. cBap. 201. 'A Ibid. chap. 205. 
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ail ptaces ^ fccared every thing valuable in the fortified ci- C H A P. 
tics ; and chofe his own ftation at Paris, with a view of XVL 
allowing the enemy to vent their fury on the open coon- ^^**'*>^'^ 
try. 

The king, aware of this plan of defence, was obliged *3S9' 
*o carry along with him fix thoufand waggons loaded with 4^ Nov. 
the provifions neceflary for the fubfiftence of his army. 
After ravaging the province of Picardy, he advanced into 
Champagne ; and having a ftrong defire of being crown- 
ed king of France at Rheims, the ufual place in which Invafiofl 
that ceremony is performed, he laid fiege to the city, and of France, 
carried on his attacks, tho* without fuccefs, for the fpace 
of feven weeks •. The place was bravely defended by 
the inhabitants, encouraged by the exhortations of the 
archbi(hop, John de Craon ; till the advanced feafon (for 
this expedition was entered upon in the beginning of win* 
*ter) obliged the king to raife the fiege. The province cf *3^- 
Champagne, meanwhile, was laid defolate by his incur- 
tfions ; and he thence conduced his army, with a like in- 
tent, into Burgundy. He took and pillaged Tonnerre, 
Gaillon, Avalon, and other fmall places ; but the duke 
of Burgundy, that he might preferve his country from 
-farther ravages, confented to pay him thefum of 100,000 
^nobles^. Edward then bent his march towards the Ni- 
vernois, which faved itfelf by a like compofition : He 
taid wafte the Brie and the Gatinois ; and after a long 
march, very deftruftive to France, and fomewhat ruinous 
*to his own troops, he appeared before the gates of Paris, 
and taking iip his quarters at Bourg-la-Reine, extended 
his army to Longjumeau, Mont-rouge and Vaugirard. 
He tried to provoke the dauphin to hazard a battle, by 
fending hvm a defiance ; but could nOt make that prudent 
itorirtce change his plan of operations. Paris was fafe 
^IfOm the danger of an afTauk by its numerous garrifon ; 
-from that of a blodcade by its well fupplied magazine^ ; 
%iAd as 'Edward could hot fubfift his own army in a country, 
wafted by foreigfi and domeftic enemies, and left alfo 
•cfftpty by theiprec^tion of the dauphin, he was obliged 
to remove his quarters, and he fpread his army into the 
provinces of Maine, Beaufle, and the Chartraine, which 
were abandoned to the fury of their devaftations ^. The 
Vol. II. C c only 

* Froiflkt, liv. I . chap. 208. Walfing. p. 174. ^Rymcff 
vol, vi p. 161. Walfing. p. 174. P Walfing. p. 175. 
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only repofc which France experienced was daring the 
feftival of Eafter, when the king flopped the courie of his 
ravages. For fuperftition can Ibmetinies reftrain the rage 
of men, which neither juftice nor humanity is able to 
controul. 

While the war was carried on in this ruinous manner, 
the neeociations for peace were never interrupted : But 
as the king ftill infifted on the full execution of the treaty, 
which he had made with his prifoner at London, and 
which was flrenuoufly rejeded by the dauphin, there ap- 
peared no likelihood ot an accommod^ion. The earl, 
now duke of Lancafler (for this title was introduced into 
England during the prefent reign) endeavoured to foften 
the rigour of thefe terms, and to finifh the war on more 
equal and reafonable conditions. He infifted, with Ed- 
ward, that, notwithfl^ding his great and furprifing fuc- 
cefs, the obje& of the war, if fuch was to be efleemed 
the acquifition of the crown of France, was not become 
any nearer than at the commencement of it ; or rather, 
was fet at a greater diftance by thofe^ery vidories and 
advantages, which feemed to lead to it. That his claim 
of fuccei&on had not from the firfl procured him one 
partizan in the kingdom ; and the continuance of thefe 
deflrudive hoflilities had united every Frenchman in the 
moft implacable animofity againft him. That tho' in- 
tefline fa3ion had crept into the government of France, 
it was abating every moment ; and no party, even durii^ 
the greatefl heat of the conteA, when fubjei^ion under a 
foreign enemy ufually appears preferable to the dominion 
of fellow citizens, had ever adopted the pretenfions of 
the king of England. That the king of Navarre himfelf, 
who alone was allied with the Englifh, inflead of being 
a cordial friend, was Edward's moll dangerous rival, and 
in the opinion of his partizans appeared to poflefs a much 

1>referable title to the crown of France. That the pro- 
ongation of the war, however it might enrich the Eng- 
lifh foldiers, was ruinous to the king himfelf, who bore all 
the charges of the armament, without reaping any {d&d 
or durable advantage from it. That if the prefent difor- 
ders of France continued, that kingdom would foon be 
reduced to fuch defolation as to afford no fpoib to its ra- 
yagers ; if it could eflaWifh a more fleady government, 
it mi^htturn the chance of war in its favour, and by its 
fupenor force and advantages be able to repel the prefent 

•vigors. 
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viftors. That the dauphin, even during his greateft dif- C H A P- 
treffes, had yet conduced himfelf with (o much prudence XVI. 
as to prevent the Englifli from acquiring one foot of land ^-^"v""*^ 
in the kingdom ; and it were better for the king to ac- *3^* 
cept by a peace what he had in vain attempted to acquire 
by hoftilities, which, however hitherto fuccefsful, had 
been extremely exp^nfive, and might prove very dange- 
rous. And that Edward having acquired fo much glory 
by his arms, the praife of moderation w^s the only ho- > 
nour, to which he could now afpire ; an honour fo much 
the greater, as it was durable, was united with that of pru- 
dence, and might be attended vfith the moA real advan- 
tages ". 

TrtESE reafons induced Edwarcf to accept of more cqui- Peace of 
table terms of peace ; and it is probable, that, in order Brctigni. 
to palliate this change of refolution, he afcribed it to a 
vow, made during a terrible terapeft which attacked his 
army on their march, and which antient hiftorians reprct- 
fent as the caufe of this fudden accommodation ^. The 
conferences between the Englifli and French commiflioners 
were carried on during a few dkys at Bretigni in the 
Chartraine, and the peace was at laft concluded on the 8th May. 
following conditions ^: It was ftipulated, that king John 
ihould be reflored to his liberty, and fliould pay as his 
ranfom three millions of crowns of gold, about 1,500,000 ' -' 

ppunds of our prefent money ^ j which was to be difc- 
C c a ^ charged 

^ Froiflart, liv. i. chap. 211. ® Ibid. ^ Rymer, 

vol. vi. p. 178. Froiffart, liv. i. chap. 212. 

^ This is a prodigious fiim, and probaUy near the half of 
what the king received from the parliament during the whole 
courle of his reign. It muft be remarked, that a tenth and 
fifteenth (which Was always thought a high grant) were, in the 
eighth year of his reign, fixed at about 29,000 pounds ; There 
were about 30,000 (acla of wool exported every year : A fack 
of wool Was at a medium fold for five pounds. Upon thefe • 
fuppofitions it would be eafy to compute all the parUamentaiy 
grants, taking the lift as they ftand in Tynel, vol. iii. p. 780 ; 
Tho' fomewhat muft ftill be left to cenjedure. This king le- 
vied more money from his fubjc6ts than any of his predeced&rsi 
and the parliament frequently complain of the poverty of the 
people, and the opprefliofls under which they laboured. But it 
IS to be remarked, that the half of the French king's ranfom 
was not paid before the war broke out between the two crowns : 
His (on chole rather to employ the money in combating the 
EnglifK, than in .enriching them. See Rymer, vol viii. p. 
3»S. 
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CHAP, charged at different payments : That Edward fbcnM for 
XVI. ever renounce all claim to the crown of France, and to 
' the provinces of Nomfiancty, Maine, Touraine, and 
Anjou, pofleired by his anceftors ; and (hduld receive in 
exchange the provinces of Poidou, Xaintonge, PAgenois, 
Perigort, the Limoafin, Qjiercy, Rovergue, I'Angoumois, 
and other diftrids in that quarter, together with Calais, 
Guifnes, Montreuil, and the county of Ponthieu, on the 
other fide of France : That the full fovereignty of all 
thefe provinces, as well as that of Guienne, fhould be 
veiled in the crown of England, and that France fhould 
renounce all title to feudal jurifdidion, homage, or ap- 
peal from them : That the kmg of Navarre fliould be re- 
ftoredto all his honours and pofleflions: That Edward 
{hould renounce his confederacy with the Flemings, John 
his connexions with the Scots: That the difputes con- 
'cerningthefucceffion of Brittany, between the families 
of Blois and Mountfort, (hould be decided by arbiters, 
appointed by the two kings ; and if the competitors re- 
efed to fubmit to the fentence, the difpute (hould no lon- 
ger be a ground of war between the fcingdonis : And that 
forty hoibgcs, fuch as (hould be agreed on, (hould be 
fent to England as a fecarity for the execution of ail thefe 
conditions". 

Stbjufy. In confequence of this treaty of peace, the king of 
"France was brought over to Calais ; whither Edward alfo 
^oon after arrived : And both princes there folemnly rati- 
fied the trtaty. John was fent to Boulogne; the king 
"accompanied him a mile inhis journey ; and the two mo- 
jDarchsp^ed, with many profeiConsy probaEIy cordial and 
,fincere/ of mutual . fri^nd{hip and amity'. The good 
difpofition of John tnade him fully fenfible of the gene- 
rous treatment wbi^.he had met with ia England, and 

oMi. 

'^ The hoftages weie the two fons of the Fiesch king, ]cka 

and Lewis ; his brother Pliilip duke of Orteons, the <bke of 

BourboD; James de Bourbon count de PontMeu, the counts 

ii*Eu, de Longueville, de St. Pd, de HtrcTeurt, de Vendome, 

;deCoiici, de CJraon, de Montmorenic, afid many of tiie chief 

* ^nobility of France. The princes were nioftly releafcd on the 

'ifDAfilling of certain articles : Others of tke hoftages, and the 

idiikeotBeny among the reft, were peimitted to return upon 

' their parole, which they did net keep. Hymer, vol. vi. p. 

178, a8j, 287. 

r- 'J^rdifiart, liv. I. chap.ai3. 
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obliterated all memory of the afcendant gained over himCH'A ?• 
by his rival. There feldom has been a treaty of fo great XVL 
importance fo faithfully executed by both parties. Ed- ^^-^-v-^^ 
ward had fcarcely from the beginning entertained any 1360* 
hopes of acquiring the crown of France: By reftoring 
John to his liberty^ and maldng peace at a jundure fo 
favourable to his arms^ he had now plainly renounced all 
pretenfions of this nature : He had fold at a very high 
price that chimerical claim : And had at prefent no other 
intereft than to retain thofe acquifitions which he had 
made with fuch fingular prudence and good fortune. John, 
on the other hand, tho* the terms were fcvere and rigor- 
ous, pofTefled fuch fidelity and honour, that he was de- 
termined at all hazards to execute them, and to ufe every 
expedient for fatisfying a monarch, who had indeed been 
his greatefl: political enemy^ but had treated him perfonally: 
with fingular humanity and regard. But, notwithftanct- 
ing his endeavours, there occurred many difficulties in 
fiufilling his purpofe ; chiefly from the extreme reluftancc, 
which many towns and vafTals in the neighbourhood of 
Guienne, exprefTed againft fubmitting to the En^ifb do«« 
minion ^; and John, in order to adjuft thefe differences, 
took a refolution of coming over himfelf into England. 1363. 
His council endeavoured to difTuade him from this rath 
deiign ; and probably would have been pleafed to fee him 
employ more chicanes, for eluding the execution of fo 
disadvantageous a treaty : But John replied to them, that, 
tho* good faith were banifhed from the reft of the earth, 
fhe ought flill to retain her habitation in the breads of 
princes. Some hiftorians would detraS firom the merit of 
this honourable behaviour, by reprefenting John as ena- 
moured of an Englifh lady, to whom he was glad, on 
this pretence, to pay a vifit : But befides, that this fur- 
mife is not founded on any good authority, it appears 
fomewhat unlikely on account of the advanced age of that 
prince, who was now in his fifty-fixth year. He was 1364. 
lodged in the Savoy; the place where he had refided 
during his captivity, and where he foon after (ickened and 
died* Nothing can be a flronger proof qf the great do- g^j^ Aprii« 
minion of fortune over men, than the calamities which 
purfued a monarch of fuch eminent valour, goodnefs and 
honour, and which he incurred merely by reafon of fome 

flight 

^ FroiiTart, liv. i. chap. 214. 
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C H A P. flight imprudences, which, in other fituations, would haVe 

XVI. b^n of no importance. But tho* both his reign and that 

V—v^**-^ of his father, proved extremely unfortunate to their king- 

1364. dom, the French crown acquired, during their time, very 

confiderable acceflions, thofeof Dauphiny and Burgundy. 

This latter province, however, John had the imprudence 

again to difmember from the crown, by beftowing it on 

Philip his fourth fon, and chief favourite ^ ; a deed, which 

was afterwards the fource of many calamities to bis king* 

dom. 

John was fucceeded in the throne by Charles, ths 
dauphin, a prince educated in the fchool ef adverfity, 
and well qualified, bv his confummate prudence and ex* 
perience, to repair all the lofles, which the kingdom had 
iuffered from the errors of his two predeceflbrs. Con- 
trary to the pradice of all the great princes of thofe times, 
which held nothing in eftimation but military courage, 
/he feems to have fixed it as a nuxim never to appear at 
the head his armies ;^ and he was the firft king in Europe, 
u»4io (hewed the advantages of policy, forefight and judg- 
ment, above a rafli and precipitate valour. The events 
of his reign, compared with thofe of the preceding, are 
a proof, how little reafon kingdoms 'have to value ihem- 
. felves on their vidories, or to be humbled by their defeats ; 
which in reality ought to be afcribed chiefly to the good 
or bad condud of their rulers, and go a very little way 
towards determining national chara3ers and manners. 
State of Before Charles could think of counter-balancing fo 
France, great a power as England, it was neceflary for him to 
remedy the many diforders, to which his own kingdom 
was expofed. He turned his arms againft the king of 
Navarre, the great difturber of France during that age : 
He defeated that prince by the con^uft of Bertrand du 
Guefclin, a gentleman of Brittany, one of the moft ac- 
compliflied charadersof the 'age, whom he had the dif- 
cernment to choofe as the inftrument of all his viaories ^; 
And he obliged his enemy to accept of moderate terms of 
peace. Du Guefclin was lefs fortunate in the wars of 
Brittany, which ftill continued, notwithftanding the me- 
diation of Prance and England : He was defeated and 
taken prifoner at Auray by Chi^ndos: Charles de Blois 

was 

^ Rymer, vol. vi. p. 421. ^ FrQiflkrt, liv. i. chap. 119, 

I20> 122. 
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vfAS there flain, and the young count de Mountfort Toon CHAP. 
after got entire pofleflion of that dutchy ^. But the pru- XVI. 
dence of Charles broke die force of this blow : He fub- ^^^v*"^^ 
mitted to the decifion of fortune: He acknowledged the ^3^^- 
title of Moi^itfort^ tho' a zealous partizan of England ; 
and receiTed the proper homage for his dominions. But 
the chief obflacle which th^ French king met with in the 
fettlement of the ftate^ proceeded from obfcure enemies* 
whom their crimes alone rendered eminent* and their num« 
ber dangerous. 

On the condufion of the treaty of Bretigni* the many 
military adventurers* who had followed the fortunes of 
Edward* being difperfed into the feveral provinces^! and 
pofTefled of firong holds* refufed to lay down their arms* 
\or relinquifli a courfe of life* to which they were now ac- 
cuftomed* and by which alone they could gain a fubfif- 
tence °. They affociatcd themfelves with the banditti* 
who were already enured to the habits of rapine and vio- 
lence ; and under the name of the companies and compa^ 
niont^ became a terror to all the peaceable inhabitants. 
Some Englifh and Gafcon gentle^^en of charaSer* parti* 
cularly Sir Matthew Gournay* Sir Hugh Calverley* the 
chevaiier Verte, and others* were not a(hamed to take 
the command of thefe ruffians* whofe numbers amounted 
on the whole to near 40,000 men* and who bore the ap- 
pearance of regular armies* rather than bands of robbers. 
Thefe leaders fought pitched battles with the troops of 
France* and gained vidories ; in one of which Jaques 
de Bourbon* a prince of the blood* was (lain ^ : And they 
proceeded to fuch a height* that they wanted little but re- 
gular eftabliihments to become princes* and thereby (anc- 
tify* by the maxims of the world* their infamous pro- 
feflion. The greater fpoil they committed on the coun- 
try, the more eafy they found it to recruit their number : 
All thofe, who were reduced to mifery and defpair, flocked 
to their ftandard : The evil was every day increafing : And 
tho' the pope declared them excommunicate* theie mili- 
tary plunderers* however deeply affefted with this fen- 
tence* to which they paid much greater regard than to 
any maxims of juftice or humanity* could not be induced 

by 

^ ^ Froiffart. liv. 1. chap. 2*7, a»8, &c. Walfing. p. 180. 
^ Froif. Uv. t. chap. 214. ^ Ibid« chap. ai4» 215. 
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C H A P. by it to betake themfelves to any peaceaWe or lawful pto?^ 
XVI. feffion. 

As Charles wa3 not aUe by power to rednds fo em»r« 
1^66. ttyoQs a grievance, he was led, both by neceffity, and by 
the turn of his charader, to cprre£k it by policy^ and to 
contrive ibnie method of diicharging into foreign coun- 
tries this dangerous and intefiine evil. 

Pbt^r^ king of Caftile^ ftigmatized by his conteiti* 
poraries and by pofterity, with the epithet of Cruel, had 
^led with blood and murder his kingdom and his owq 
family ; $nd having incurred the univerfal hatred of his 
fubje£ts, he kept only from prefent terror an anxious aad 
precarious poflfeffion of the throne. His nobles fell every 
Jiay the vi£tims of his feverity : He put to death feycral 
pi his natural brothers from groundlefs jealoufy: Each 
murder, by multiplying his enemies, became the occa- 
iipn of firefli barbarities : And as he was not deftitute of 
talents, his neighbours, no lefs dian his own fubjeSs^ 
were alarmed by the progrefs of his violence and injudice. 
The ferocity of his temper, inftead of being foftened by 
his ftrpng propenfity to love, was rather enflamed by that 
jpaffion, and took thence new occafion to exert itfelf, Iut 
lligated by Mary de Padilia, who had acquired the af-? 
cendant over him, he threw into prifon Blanche de Bour- 
bon, his wife, fitter to the queen of France; and foon 
after made way by poifon for the cfpoufing of his mif? 
trefs. 

Hen^y, count de Tranftamare, hb natural brother, 
feeing the fate of every one who had become obnoxious 
to this tyrant, took arms againft him ; but being foiled in 
the attempt, he fought for refuge in France, where he 
fqund the minds of every one extremely enflamed againft 
reter, on account of his murder of the French princefs. 
He propofed to Charles the enlifting of the companies into 
his fervice, and leading them into Caftile ; where, from 
the concurrence of his own friends, and the enemies of 
his brother, he had the profpeSof certain and immediate 
fuccefs. The French king, charmed with the projeO:, 
employed du Guefclin in negociating with the leaders of 
^efe bancjitti. The treaty was foon concluded. Th^ 
high charader of honour, which that general pofleffed, 
made every one tiuft to his promifes : Tho' the intended 
expedition was kept a fecret, the companies implicitly in- 
fitted under his ftandajd: And they required no other con^ 

dition 
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dition before their engagement, than an affurance, thatCHAP. 
they were not to be led againft the prince of Wales in XVL 
Guienne, But that prince was fo little averfe to the en- ^^''"''Cr*^ 
terprize, that he allowed fon^ gentlemen of his retinue to "3"^» 
enter into the fervice under du Guefclin. 

Du Cues CLIN, having completed his levies, led the 
army firft to Avignon, where the pope then refidcd, and 
demanded^ fword in hand, an abfolution for his foldiers, 
and the fum of 2CX),ooo livres. The firft Was very rea- 
dily promifed him ; fome more 4ifficulty was made with 
regard to the fecond, ** 1 believe my fellows," replied 
du Guefclin, ** may make a fliift to do without your 
^* abfolution ; but the money is abfolutely neceflary." 
The pope then extorted from the inhabitants in the city 
^nd neighbourhood the fum of an hundred thoufand li- 
vres, and offered it to du Guefclin. ** It is not my pur- 
** pofe,** cried that generous warrior, ** to opprefs the 
^* innocent people. The pope and his cardinals them- 
^' felves can eafily fpare me that fum from their own 
** pockets. This money, I infift, muft be reftpred- to 
^' the owners. And ftiowld they be defrauded of it, I 
*' (hall myfelf return from the other fide of the Pyrenees, 
** and oblige you to make them reftitution." The pope 
found the neceffity of fubmiflion, and paid him, from his 
own treafury, the fum demanded ^. The army, hallowed 
bythebleffings, and enriched by the fpoils of the church, 
proceeded on their expedition. 

These experienced and hardy foldiers, conduced by 
fo able a general, eafily prevailed over the king of Caftile, 
whofe fubjefts, inftead of fupporting their oppreflbr, 
were ready to join the enemy againft him ^. Peter fled , 
from his dominions, took flicker in Guicnne, and craved 
the protedion of the prince of Wales, whom his father 
had invefted with the foyereignty of thefe conquered pro- 
vinces, under the title of the principality ' of Aquitaine^ 
The prince feemed now ^ have entirely changed his fen- 
timents with regard to the Spanifli tranfa^ions : Whether 
that he was moved by the generofity of fupporting a dif- 
treft prince, and thought, as is but too ufual among fo- 
vcreigns, that the rights of the people were a matter of 
much lef^^ conftderation ; or dreaded the acquifition of Co 

powerful 

*^Hift.dc Guefclin. ^ Froiflart, liv. i. chap. 230. 

* Rymer, vol. vi. p. jSi^. Froifllirt, liv. i. ckap. 231, 
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CHAP, powerful a confederate to France as the new king of Caf- 
XVI. tile J or what is mod probable, was impatient of reft and 

^■*-v^*^ eafe, and fought only an opportuniqr of exerting his mi- 
*3^: litary talents, by which he had already acquired fo much 

^^1*°*"* renown. He promifed his ailiflance to the dethroned mo- 

^"^^ narch; and having obtained the confent of his father, 
he levied a great army, and fet out upon his enterprize. 
He was accompanied by his younger brother, John of 
Gaunt, created duke of Lancafter, in place of the good 
prince of that name, who had died without any male if- 
fue, and whofe daughter he had efpoufed. Chandos aUo, 
who bore among the Engliih the fame charader, which 
du Guefclin had acquired among the French, commanded 
under him in this expedition. 

The firft blow which the prince of Wales gave to 
Henry de TranAamare, was recalling all the compauief 
from his fervice ; and fo much reverence did they bear to 
the name of Edward, that great numbers of them im- 
mediately withdrew from Spain, and inlifted under his 
banners. Henry however, beloved by his new fubjeds, 
and fupported by the king of Arragon and others of his 
neighbours, was able to meet the enemy with an army of 
ioo,ocx) men 5 forces three times more numerous than 
thofe commanded by Edward. Du Guefclin and all his 
experienced officers advifed him to delay any decifive ac«^ 
tk)n, to cut off the prince of Wales's provifions, and to 
avoid every engagement with a general, whofe enter- 
prizes had hitherto been always conduced with prudence, 
and crowned with iuccefs. Henry trufted too much to his 
numbers ; and ventured to encounter the Engliih prince at 

3d April. Najara "^. Hiftoriansof that age are commonly very co- 

f>ious in defcribing the (hock of armies in battle> the va- 
our of the combatants, the {laughter and various fucceffes 
of the day : But tho' fmall rencounters in thofe times were 
often well difputed, the military difcipline was always too 
imperfeft to preferve order in gt^t armies ; and fuch ac- 
tions deferve more the name of routs than of battles. 
Henry was chaced off the field, with the lofs of above 
20,000 men : There periflied only four knights and forty 
private men on the fide of the Engliih. 

Peter, who fo well merited the infamous epithet 
which he bore, propofed to murder all his prifoners in cold 

blood; 

"^ Froiflart, b>. i.chap. 241, 
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blood ; but was reftrained from this barbarity by the re- C H A P- 
monftrances of the prince of Wales. AH Caftile now XVI. 
fiibmitted to the viftor : Peter was reftored to the throne : ' ^""^ 
And Edward finifhed this perilous enterprize with his ufual *^3"7' 
glory. But he had foon reafon to repent affociating him- 
felf with a man like Peter, abandoned to all fenfe of vir- 
tue and honour. The ungrateful tyrant refufed the ftipu- 
lated pay to the Englifti forces; and Edward, finding his 
loldiers daily perifh by ficknefs, and even his own health 
impaired by the climate, was obliged, without receiving 
any fatisfaftion on this head, to return into Gaienne ". 

The raonftrous cruelties cxercifed by Peter over his 
helplefs fubjcfts, whom he now regarded as vanquilhed 
rebels, revived all the animofity of the Caftilians againft 
him ; and on the return of Henry de Tranftamare, to* 
gether with du Guefdin, and fomc forces levied anew in 
France, the tyrant was again dethroned, and was taken 
prifoner. His brother, in refentment of his cruelties, 
murdered him with his own hand ; and was placed on the 
throne of Caftile, which he tranfmitted to his pofterity. 
The duke of Lancafter, who efpoufed in fecond marriage 
the eldeft daughter of Peter, inherited only the empty title 
of that fovereignty, and encreafed the animofity of the 
new king of Caftile againft England. 

But the prejudice, which the affairs of prince Ed^ i%^S. 
ward received from this fplendid, tho' imprudent expedi- Rupture 
tion, ended not with it. He had involved himfelf in fo with 
much debt by his preparations and the pay of his troops, France, 
that he found it neceffary, on his return, to impofe on his 
principality a new tax, which fome of the nobility Tub- 
mitted to with extreme reluftance, and to which others 
ilbfolutely refufed compliance ^, This incident revived 

the 

^ Froiffart, liv. i. chap. 242, 243. Walfmgham, p. 18:^. 

^ This tax was a livre upon a hearth ; and it was imagined, 
that this impoiition would have yielded 1,200,000 livresa year, 
which fuppofes fo many hearths in the provinces poflefTed by the 
Englifti. But fuch loofe conjectures have no manner of autho- 
rity, much left, in fuch ignorant times. There was a ftrong 
jnft,ance of it in the prefent reign. The . houfe of commons 
granted the king a tax of twenty-two ftiillings on each pari(h, 
luppoitng that the amount of the whole would be 50,000 
pounds. $ut they were found to be in a miftake of near iix to 
onip. CottQp, p. 3. And the privy council aflumed the power 

of 
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CHAP, the anlmofity which the inhabitants bore to the EngUfli, 
XVI. and which all the amiable qualities of the prince of Wales 

^"^^"Cy^ were not able to mitigate or affuage. They complained, 
*3"°^ that they were cenfidered as a conquered people, that their 
privileges were difregarded, that all truft was given to the 
Engliih alone, that every office of honour and profit was 
conferred on thefe foreigners, and that the extreme re- 
ludance, which mod of them had exprefled, to receive 
this new yoke, was likely to be long remembered againft 
them. They caft, therefore, their eyes towards their 
antient fovereign, whofe prudence, they found, had now 
brought the affairs of his kingdom into excellent order ; 
and the counts of Armagnac, Commii^e, and Perigord, 
the lord d' Albert, with other nobles, went to Paris, and 
were encouraged to carry their complaints to Charles, as 
to their lord paramount, againft thefe oppreflions of the 
Englifh government ^. 

In the treaty of Bretigni It had been agreed, that the 
two kings (hould make renunciations ; Edward of his claim 
to the crown of France and to the provinces of Normandy, 
Maine, and Anjou ; John of the homage and fealty due 
for Guienne and the other provinces ceded to the £i^ifh« 
But when that treaty was confirmed and renewed at Calais,, 
it was found neceffary, on account of fome formaVities 
peculiar to the feudal law, that the mutual renunciations 
fliould for fome time be deferred ; and it was agreed, 
that the parties, mean while, ihould make no ufe of thefe 
claims againft each other \ Tho' the failure in exchang- 
ing thefe renunciations had ft ill proceeded from France , 
Edward appears to have taken no umbrage at it ; both 
becaufe this claufe feemed to give him entire fecurity, and 
becaufe fome reafonable apology had probably been made 
to him for each delay. It was, however, on this pre- 
tence, grofs and iniquitous as it was, that Charles refolved 
to ground his claim, of confixlering^ himfelf ftillasfuperior 
lord of thefe provinces, and of receiving the appeals of 
his fub-vaffak \ 

But 

of augmenting the tax, fb as to make it aalwer the fiims pro- 
pofed to be levied, by it ; which was certainly a veiy inegakm 
pradice. 

^ FroHTart, liv. i. chap 244. ^ Rymcr, vol vi. p. 

119, 230, 237. ^ Rot. Franc. 35 Edw. III. 0. 3. fnm 
Tyttpl, Tol. iii p. 643. ^ Froiftirt, liy. 1. cluip^ 245. 
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But as views of policy, more than thofe of ju(lice,C H AP« 
enter into the deliberations of princes ; and as the mortal XVI. 
injuries received from the Englifh, the pride of their ^'"■'"^'^*^ 
triumphs, the feVere terms impofed by the treaty of peace, *3^9* 
feemed to render every prudent means of revenge honoura- 
ble againft them j Charles was determined to tafce this 
meafure, Icfs by the reafonings of his civilians and law- 
yers, than by the prefent fituation of the two monarchies. - 
He confidered the declining years of Edward, the Ian- 
guiftiing ftate of the prince of Wales health, the affec- 
tion which the inhabitants of all thefe provinces bore to 
their antient matter, their diftance from England, their 
contiguity to France, the extreme animofity expreffed 
by his own fubjeSs againft thefe invaders, and their ar- ' ^ 
dent thirft of vengeance ; and having made filently all the 
preparations requifite, he fent to the prince of Wales a 
fummons to appear in his court at Paris, and there to 
' juftify his condu6l towards his vaffals. The prince re- 
plied, that he would come to Paris ; but it (hould be at 
the head of fixty thoufand men ^. The unwarlike charac- 
ter of Charles kept Edward, even yet, from thinking, 
that that monarch was in earneft, in this bold and hazar* 
dous attempt. ^ 

It foon appeared what a poor return the king received 
'by his diftant conquefts for all the blood and treafure 
expended in the quarrel, and how impoflible it was to 
retain acquifitions, in an age when no regular force could 
be maintained fufEcient to defend them againft the re- 
volt of the inhabitants, much lefs, if that danger was 
conjoined with the invafion of a foreign enemy. Char- '37^' 
lesfellfirft upon Ponthieu, which gave the En^\i(h an^y^^^^ 
inlet into the heart of France: The citizens of Abbeville S: ^..^ 
opened their gates to him^: Thofe of St. Valori, Rue,*^"S^"^ 
and Crotoy imitated the example, and the whole country 
was in a little time reduced to fubmiffion. The dukes of 
Berri and Anjou, brothers to Charles, being affifted by 
du Guefclin, who was recalled from Spain, invaded the 
fouthern provinces ; and by means of their good con- 
dud, the favourable inclinations of the people, and the 
ardour of the French nobility, they made every day 
conAderable progrefs againft the EngUfh. The ftate of 

the 

■ Froiffart, liv. i. chap. 247, z4&- ^ Walfuighain, p. 
183. 
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CHAP, the prince of Wales's heahh did not permit hin» ta 
XVI. mount on horfeback, or exert his ufual adivity : Chan- 

^■^""^^ ^ dos, the conftable of Guienne, was flain in one afition^: 
1370. Tj^g Captal de Buche, who fucceeded him in that of- 
fice, was taken prifoner in another * : And when young 
Edward himfelf was obliged by his increafing infirmities 
to throw up the command, and return to his native coun- 
try, the Englifh affairs in the fouth of France feemed to 
be menaced with a total ruin. 

Edward, incenfed at thefe injuries, threatened to 
put to death all the French hoftages, who remained in 
his hands; but on refleSion abftained from that unge- 
nerous revenge. After refuming, by advice of parlia- 
ment, the vain title of king of France ^, he endeavoured 
to fend fuccours into Caicony; but all his attempts^ 
both by fea and land, proved unfuccefsful. The carl of 
Pembroke was intercepted at fea and taken prifotier with 
his whole army near Rochelle by a fleet, which Henry, 
king of Cafiile had fitted out for that purpofe^ : Edward 
himfelf embarked for Bourdeaux with another army ; but 
was fo long detained by contrary winds, that he was obli- 
ged to lay afide the cnterprize ". Sir Robert Knolles, at 
the head of 30,000 men, marched out of Calais, and 
continued his ravages to the gates- of Paris, without being 
able to provoke the enemy to an engagement : He pro- " 
ceeded on his march to the provinces of Maine and 
Anjou, which he laid wafte; but part of his army being 
there defeated by the conduct of Guefclin, who was now 
created conftable of France, and who feems to have been 
the firft confum^ate general, that had yet appeared in 
Europe, the reft were fcattered and difpcrfed, and the 
fmall remains of the Efiglifti forces, inftead of reaching 
Guienne, took flielter in Brittany, whofe fovercign had 
embraced the alliance of England K The duke of Lan- 
cafter, fome time, after, made a like attempt with an 
army of 25,000 men; and marched the whole length 
of France from Calais to Bourdeaux ; but was fo much 
haraffed by the flying parties which attended him, that he 

brought 

^ FroifTart, liv. i. chap. 277. Walfingham, p. 185, 
^ Froif liv. i. chap. 310. ^ Rynier, vol vi. p. 621. Cotton's 
Abridg. p. 108. ^ FroifTart, liv. i. chap. 302, 303, 30^. 
Waifingharo, p. 186. ' Froif Hv i. chap. 311. Wallignb. 
p. 187. ^ Froif. liv. I. Chap. 291. Walfingham, p. 185. 
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brought not the half of his army to the place of their C H AP. 
deftination. Edward, from the neceflity of his affairs, XVI. 
was at laft obliged to conclude a truce with the enemy ' j "^ — v^^*^-^ 
after almoft all hisantient poffeffionsiin France had been *37®* 
ravifhed from him, except Bourdeaux and Bayonne, and 
ill his conqucfts, except Calais. 

The decline of the king's life was expofed to many 
mortifications, and correfponded not to the fplendid and 
noify fcencs, which had filled the beginning and the mid- 
dle of it. Befides feeing the lofs of his foreign domi- 
nions, and being baffled in every attempt to defend them ; 
he feh the decay of his authority at home, and experi- 
enced, from the (harpnefs of fome parliamentary remon- 
ftrances, the great inconftancy of the people, and the in- 
fluence of prefent fortune over all their judgments ^. 
This prince, who, during the vigour of his age, had 
been chiefly occupied in the puriuits of war and ambition, 
began, at an unreafonable period, to indulge himfelf in 
plcafure ; and being now a widower, he attached himftlf 
to a lady of fenfe and fpirit, one Alice Pierce, who ac- 
quired a great afcendant over him, and by her influence 
gave fo much difguft to his people, that, in order to 
latisfy the parliament, he was obliged to remove her fi"om 
court ^. The indolence alfo, naturally attending old age 
and infirmities, had made him, in a great meafure, refign 
the adminiftration into the hands of his fon, the duke of 
Lancafler, who, as he was far fi-om being popular, 
weakened extremely the aflFeSion, borne by the Englifti 
to the perfon and government of the king. Men car- 
ried their jealoufies very far againft tjpe duke; and as 
they faw with infinite regret, the death of the prince of 
Wales every day approaching, they apprehended, left 
the fucceflion of his fon, Richard, now a minor, ihould 
be defeated by the intrigues of Lancafl:er, and by the 
weak indulgence of the old king. But Edward, in or- 
der to fatisfy both the people and the prince on this head, 
declared in parliament his grandfon heir and fucceflbr to 
the crown ; and ther^y cut off all the hopes of the 
duke of Lancafter, if he ever had the temerity to enter- 
tain any. n 

The 

* Froiflan, iiv. i. chap. 32^1. Walfingham, p. 187. 
* Walfingham, p. 189. Ypod. Ncuft. p. 530. ^ Walfingh. 
p. 189. 
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The prince of Wales, after a lingering illnefs, dfecf 
iQ the forty-fixth year of hb age; and left a chara^fter, 
'illuftrated by every emincrit i^inue, apd from his carlicft 
*37^- youth till the hour he expired, unftained by any biemiOi. 
Sihjune. His valour^ and miliiary talents formed the fmalleft part 
Death of ^f j^j^ merit: His generofit}^^ humanity, affability, mode- 
f^^^^ ration, gained him the affeQions of all the world ; and 
^ ** he was qualified to throw a luftre, not only on that rude 

age, in which he lived, and which nowife infeded him 
with its vices, but on the moft Ihining period of antient 
or modern hiftory. The king furvived about a year this 
melancholy incident : England was deprived at once of 
jiyy, both thefe princes, its chief ornament and fupport: He 
2ift June, expired in the fixty-fifth year of his age and the fif- 
Dcath ty-firft of his reign ; and the people were fenfiWe, 
tho* too late, of the irreparable lofs, which they had 
fudained. 
and cha- The Englifli are apt to confider with peculiar fond- 
lafter of nefs the hiftory of Edward IH. and to efteem his reign, 
the king, as it was one of the longeft, the moft glorious alfo, which 
occurs in the annals of their nation. The afcendant 
which they then began to acquire over France, their ri- 
val and fuppofed national enemy, makes them caft their 
eyes on this period with great complacency, and {ana'ificis 
every meafure,, which Edward embraced for that end. 
But the domeftic government of this prince is really more 
admirable than his foreign vid^ories; and England en- 
joyed, by the prudence and vigour of his adminiftration, 
a longer interval of domeftic peace and tf anquillity than 
(he had been bleft with in any former period, or than fhc 
exj>erienced for many ages after. He gained the aflFec- 
tions of the great, yet curbed their licentioufinefs: He 
made them feel his power^ witiiout their daring, or even 
being inclined, to murmur at it : His affiable and oblig- 
ing behaviour, his nminificence and gencrofity, made 
them fubmit with pleafure to his dominion ; his valour 
and condu£k made them fuccefsful in moft of their enter- 
prizes; and their unquiet ^irits, direfted againft a pub- 
lic enemy, had no leifure to breed thofe difturbances, to 
which they were naturally fo much inclined, and which 
the frame of the government fecmed fo much to autho- 
rize. This was the chief benefit, which refulted from 
Edward's viSories and conquefts. ■ His foreign wars 
were, in other refpeQs, neither founded tn jiiffice, nor 

direded 
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^!re3ed to any very falutary purpofe. His attempt agaifift C H A ?• 
the king of Scotland, a nainor avid a brother-in-law, and the XVI. 
revival of -his grandfather's daim of fuperiority ovet" that ^'—"V**^, 
kingdom, were both onreafijnable and ungenerous; and '377- 
he lailowed himfelf to be too fbon ieduccd, by the glar- 
ing profpeft of French conquefts, from the acquifition of 
^ point,, which was practicable, and which might really^ 
if attained, have been of iafting, utility to his country 
^d his^ifuccetfors. The fuccetv which he met with in 
France, jtho^ chiefly owing ta his eminenl' talents, was 
•u&expededr;. and yet, from the very natiire of things^ 
not froni any unforefeen accidenfo,^ was found, even dur- 
ing his own Ufer^time, ; to iiarve procured him no folid ad-^ 
«vantag^. . But the glory of a-^o^iqueror is fo dazzling to 
ithe vulgar, the ariimofitf* of <iiatii^s is fo extreme, that 
the firuitlefs defolation of fo fine a part of Europej^ 2S 
^J-ance, is totally difregarded hyvB, and is never confider^ 
cd as a blemiih ihtfae chara&er brccOnduft of this prince : 
And indeed, from- the unfortunate ftat« of human naturd, 
it will commonly liappen tfiat a fovereign of great geniu^, 
iiich as Edward, who u&ially finds every thing eafy in 
-iiis domeflic gdvetnment, will turn himleif towards mili- 
tary enterprizes, where alone he meets with oppofition^ 
and where he hds full exerdfe for his induftry and ca-* 
.pacity. 

£d v^ ARD had a numerous pofterity by his queen, Phi« 
lippa of Hainault. His eldeft fon was the heroic Ed-^ 
ward, dually denominated the Black Prince, from the ' 

colour of his armour. This j>riDce efpoufed his coudn 
Joan, commonly called the /a$f <maid of Kent, daughter 
.and heir of his uncle, the earl of Kent, who was be- 
headed in the beginning of this reign. She was firli: 
married to Sir Thomas Holland, by whom (he had chil- 
dren. She had a fon, Richard, by the prince of Wales^ 
who alone furvived his father. 

The fecond fon of kin^ Edward (for wepafs over 
fuch as died in their childhood) was Lionel duke of 
Clarence, who was firfl: married to Elizabeth de ^Bur^, 
daughter and heir of the earl of 'Ulfter, by whom he 
left only one daughter, married to Edmund Mortimer, 
earl of Marche. Lionel e^oufed in fecond marriage, 
Violante, the daughter of the duke of Milan ^, and 

Vol. II. D d _ , ,died 

^ Rymer, vol, vi. p. 564.' 
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CHAP, dttd in Italy ^n after tbe conAimmatiofn of hb irapttal% 
XVI. wittKHit leaving any pofterity bj that princefs. Of aWthe 
V— -v^*J family^ he refembled moft his father and cldeff brother im 
*377- his noUe qualities. 

Edward's third fonwas John of Gaunt, ib called 
from the place of his birth: lie was created duke of 
Lancafter; and from him fprung that branch, which 
afterwards poflefled the crown. The fourth fon of this 
royal family was Edmund, created earl of Cambridge by 
his father, and duke of York by his nephew. The fifth 
fon was Thomas, who received the title of earl of Buck- 
ingham from his father, and that of duke t>f Giocefter 
froin his nephew. In order to prevent confufion, wc 
Ihail alws^ys diftingui(h thefe two princes by the titles 
of York and Gloceilery even bebre .they were advanced 
to them*, 

Thers were alA> feveral princeflTet botn to Edward by 
Fhilippa, Vf9i. Ifabella,.Joan, Mary and Margaret, who 
e^uied, in the order oip their names, Ingetram de Coucy 
earl of Bedford,. Alphonfo king of ^Caftile, John de 
Mountfor^ duke of Brittany, and John Haflings e^rl of 
jf^embroke.^ The prince^ Joan died at Bourdeaux before 
the confumtnation of hisr marriage. 
Mi(cella- It is reinarked by\ an elegant hiftoriswi^, that con- 
neout querors, thoVufually die bane of human kind, proved of- 
tranikfti- ten, in thpfe feudal times, the moft indolgent of fove- 
onsb reigns: They flood moft in need of fiipplies from their 
this reign, people ; and not being able to compel them by force to 
fubmit to the neceflfary impofitions, they were obliged 
to make them fome compenfation, by equitable laws and 
popular conceflions. This remai'k is, in fome meafure, 
tho* imperfeftly, juftified by the conduft of Edward 
III. He took no fteps of moment without confulting his 
parliaments and obtainii^ their approbation, which he 
afterwards pleaded as a reafon for their fupporting hb mea- 
fures ^f The parliament therefore rofe into greater con- 
iideratidn during his reign, and acquired a more regular 
authority than in any former times ; arid even the houfe 
of commons, which, during turbulent and faSious pe- 
riods,^ was naturally oppreffed by the greater power of tiic 
crown and barons, began to appear of fome weight in 

the 



^ Dr. Robcrtfon's Hlftory of Scodand, book i. 
ton^s Abridg p. 108, 120. 
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rfie conftkmion. In the latter years of Edward, the CHAP, 
king's minift^rs were impeached in parliament, particu- XVI. 
larly lord Latimer, who fell a facrifice to the authority of ^^*'"^^^"'**^ 
the commons •* ; and they even obliged him to banifh his '377- 
miftrefs by their remonflrances. Some attention was alfo 
paid to the eledions of their members ; and lawyers, in 
particular, who were, at that time, men of very inferior 
charaders, were totally excluded the houfe during feveral' 
parliaments ^ 

One of the moft popular laws, enafted by any prince, 
was the ftatute, which pafled in the twenty-fifth of this 
reign \ and which limited the cafes of high treafon, be* 
fore vague and uncertain, to three principal heads, the 
confpiring the death of the king, the levying war againft 
him, and the adhering to his enemies ; and judees were 
prohibited, if any other cafes (hould occur, front in-* 
Aiding the penalty of treafon, without an application to 
parliament. The bounds of treafon were indeed fo much 
limited by this ftatute, which ftill remains in force with« 
out jiny alteration, that the lawyers were obliged to en- 
large them, and to explain a confpiracy for levying war 
againft the king to be equivalent to a confpiracy againft 
his life; and this interpretation, feemingly forced, has, 
from the necefiity of the cafe, been tacitly acquiefced 
ifi. It was alfo ordained, that a parliament fhould be held 
once a year, or oftner, if need be : A law which, like 
many others, was never obferved, and loft its authority 
bydifufe^ 

Edward granted above twenty parliamentary confir- 
mations of the great charter ; and thefe conceffions are 
commonly appealed to as proofs of his great indulgence 
to the people, and his tender regard to their liberties. 
But the contrary prefumption is much more natural. If 
the maxims of Edward's reign had not been in general 
fomewhat arbitrary, and if the great charter had not 
been frequently violated, the parliament would never 
have applied for thefe frequent confirmations, which 
could add no force to 4 deed regularly obferved, and which 
could ferve to no other purjpofe, than to prevent the con- 
trary precedents from turning into a rule, and acquiring 
authority. It was indeed the e0ed of th^ irregular ge- 
D d a "^^^^ 

' Cotton's AWdg. p. laa. <^Ibid. p. 18. '^Chap.^ 
4 Edw. Ill, ctop. 14. 
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CH AP.vcniment during thofe ages^ that a ftatute, which hacf. 
XVI. been enaded fooie years» inftead of acquiring, was inm- 
V- V- — > gined to lofc force by time, and needed to be often re- 
«377» newed by recent ftatutes of the fame fenfe and tenor. 
Hence likewife that general clanfe, fo frequent in old 
ads of parliannient, that the ftatutes, enaded by the 
king's progenitors, {hall be obferved "^ ; a precaution, 
which, if we do not confider the circumftances of the 
times, might appear abfurd and ridiculous. The frequent 
cMi&rmations in general terms of the church's privileges 
proceeded from the fame caufe. 

It is a claufe in one of Edward's ftatutes, tbat na 
wMn, of xabst eftate or condition faever^ foall be put out 

tland or tentment, nor taken nor imfirijined, nor */• 
ited^ nor put to death, without being brought in anfwer hf 
due procefs of the hvi ". This privilege was fiiffidently 
fecur^d by a claufe of the great charter, which had re* 
ceived a general confirmation in the firft chapter of the 
(iune ftatute. Why then is this, claufe fo anxioufty, and^ 
as we may think, fo fuperfluoufly repeated ? Plainly, be* 
caufe there had been fome late infringements of it, whicb 
gave umbrage to the commons^* 

But there is no article, in which the laws ate more 
frequently repeated duHng this reign, almoft in the fame 
jterms^ than that of purveyance, which the parliament 
always caUs an outrageous and intolerabk grievance, and 
the lource of infinite damage to the peofJe \ The par- 
liament tried to abolilh this prerogative ahogether, by 
probibitifig any one to take goods withoi^ the confent of 
the owners \ and by chai^ng the heinous name of purr 
veyoTf, as they call it, into that of buyers^ ^ But the ar- 
bitrmy condud of Edward ftill broi^ back the griev- 
ance upon them, tho' contrary both to the Great Char- 
ter, and to many ftatutes. This diforder was in a good 
meafure derived from the ftate of the puUtc finances and 
-of the kingdom; and coitki therefore the lefs admit of 
any remedy. The prince fre^ently wanted ready mon^y ; 

yet 

. 7 j6Edw. m. cap. I. 37 Edw.^EL cap. i^ &c. '^ 2» 
JWw. ill cap. 3, w They plainly affert^ in the 1 5th of this 

?«ign, that there had been fuch inftances. Cotton's Abridg. 

p. 31. They repeat the fame in the 21ft year. See p. S9- 
. * 36fdw HI. &c^ . t i4Edw.IH;oap. 19. ^ 3^ 

MW. ni. cap. a. 
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3^ hia fwiily muft be provided for: And ht. was Mlgtd C H A P. 
10 employ force «nd vioknoe for that pucpofe, and to XVL 
^ive talliea, at what rate he plcafed, to the owners of ^ "*'* v ^*^ 
the goods which he laid hoid of. The kingdpm alib ^3?7- 
abounded fo little in commodities^ that, had tibe owners 
been flrifikly proteded by law, they codd eafity. have 
exaded any price from die king; efpecially in his fre* 
quent prdgreUes^ \^en he came to diftan^t and poor places, 
where the court did not ufaally refide, arid where a 
regular plan for fupfdying it could not eafily be ettz* 
Wiihed. 

Th£ mtagmficent caffie of Windfor Was biiik by Ed- 
.ward in. ami his method of condoding that work may 
ferve as a fpecimen of the condition of the peopfe in that 
age. Inftead of alluring workmen by contraSs and 
wages, h^ afieSed every county in England to fend liim 
fo many mafons, tilers, and carpenters, as if he hs(d been 
levying an army '•. ... 

Th£y miftake, indeed, very mvdi the geniu9 cif this 
reign who imagine that it was not : very arbitratVv All 
the high pr^ogatives of the crown were to the fcm eiseit^ 
edinit; butwkit was feme confolation, and {»<omiic^ 
in time fome relief to the people, they were always com- 
plained of by the commons: Such as the ^iifpenjling 
power ^; the extenfton of the forefts ^ ; the .^i^e^n^ 
fnonopdiesS the firft of the kind whidi we i read <»; 
the exadingof loans ^; the ftoppii^ df joftioe by par- 
ticular warrants^; the renewal of the cotiAnifiions of 
trailbatan ^ ; thepreffing of men and (hips into the public 
fervice^,; tte levying of arbitrary and exorbitant fines ^; 
the exteit^iing the authority of the privy council or ftar- 
chanober to the decifion of private caufes ^ ;' the eolarg*- 
^ng the pQHver of the mareichal's and other arbitrarr 
courts ^ ; the imprifoning members for freedom of fpeedh 
in parliament ^ ; the obliging peo]^ without' any rule to 
fend recruits bi jnen at arms, archers, and hoblers, to the 
iurroy**, 

• But 

^ Afhmole's hift. of the garter, p. 129. ^ Cotton's 

Ateidg. IX 148. ; B Cetton, p. 71. ^ Cotton-a Abridg. 
jp^ 56, 61, laa.^ ^ Rymer, vol. v. p. 491* $71.. . Cot- 
ton's Abridg. p. $6. * Cotton, p.' .1 14. ^ Ibid. p. 67, 
^ CpttOB's Aori^g. p. 47, 79» U3- " Ibjd. p. 3a. 

I Ibid.p.74, ^ ^\m P' 74 ^ Walfing. p, 189, 190. 

»* Tynel's Hift, vpL iii?p. 554. bom the records. 
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HIS^TORY ofENCLAND. 
BtJT there was iio ad: of arUtraiy power more fir^ 
qvemly xepetted in thb reign, than that. of the impofit'ion 
^ of taxes wkhooC confent of parliament. Tho' that af* 
•'377* iemUjr granted the king more fuppiies than ever had been 
obtained by any of ht^ predeceflbrs, his great undertake 
tngs and the neceffity of his a£Fairs obliged him fiill to 
levy more v and after hia great luccefs againft France 
hao added weight to his authority, thefe impofttions be- 
came afanoft annual and perpetual. Cotton's Abridgment 
of theiffeoprds affords numerous inftances of thiskind, in 
the 6rft *" year of his reign, in the thirteenth ytar **, 
in the fiourteenth^, in the twentieth ^. in the twenty- 
firft % in the twenty-fccond % in the twenty-fifth ^, 
in the lliiirtv*eightk^, in the fiftieth ^, and in the fifty- 
6rft\ 

The. king openly avowed and maintained this power 
of levyihg.taxes at jpieafive. At one time, he replied to 
the remonftrance or the commons, that the impofitions 
had .been: czaded firom great neceffity, and had been 
aflented. to by the prelates, counts, barons, and fome 
of theconunons^ ; at another, that he would advife wifh 
his council.^;. When the parliament defired, tha^ a )aw 
might be eaaded for the puniihment of fuch as levied 
thefe aiJMitrary impofitions ; he reftifed compliance ^. Iii 
the ftiUeqnent year, they deiired that the king might re* 
^KMitoe tbia pretended prerogative ; but his anfwer was, 
that he wotdd levy no taxes without neceffity, for the 
defenor of the realm, and where he reafonably might 
ufe that siuthority ^. This incident pafled a very few days 
before^ his death } and thefe were, in a- manner, his iall 
words to his people. It would feem, that the famous 
chailer ori ftatute of Edward I. de talla^o now conctdendo^ 
tbo'nevier repealed, was fuppofed to have already loft by 
age. aU its. authority. 

Thesx faSs can only (hew the pra^ice of the times : 
For as to the flight ^ the continual remoi^ances of the 
commons may feem to prove that it rather lay en their 
<id^; At leaft, thefe remonftranees ferved to prevent tho 

arbitrary 

»* Uymer, vol. Iv. p 365. ^ P. 17, 18. -^* J^ Eymer, 
vol. iv.p, ^9.: <L P. 47. R P. 52, S3, 57, ^j8. s p; 
691 . Tp ^5. up joi. ^' P 138: i > P. IS*. 
^ Cottoti, J>. 53. He repeats the fame anTweriup. 60. Stm€ 
of the commons were fuch as he Was||f<^fed to coftiailt witl). 
'^' Cotton, p. 57. 4 Ibid. p. 158. fi^lbid^^ p. ISa. 
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arWtrary pru^iccs-of the coui^tfrem becomi^ an oftaf QHA.Pv 
bliplied part o£ the conftitaticm. In fa much a \mtm ^Vli 
conditions w^# the.privtlege? oL the people c?ft<i during ^=^^^^'^<^^''**-' 
the arbitrary reiga .of Edward III. thaa during (qmf^ '^''' 
Ijibfcquent onci, p^icularly thofe of the Tudorei, wj^e 
no tyranny prab^fct of powj^r ever met with any chfeck 
or oppofiuon^ or b much a« a reinonftrance^ from pkir 

Itameilt. * .-^ ■;, . . • r"* ^» ^.::>\r)',: 

\. It is eafy to lodagine^ that aprince of fo mucb^vieofe 
and fpirit a^ ]5^ai?l|. woiiW b^ ioo^flavc to fhcosfttrtvof 
Rome, Tho'therpld ^ibutew^pgid d«ring:fom^yftj»» 
5if hi* mino-ity S ^^ afterwards ivi^hheld rt r ^ndi when 
the pope in 13^7 tbc^atenc4:j9:.i:f|e Wm to, the t;9lirV^ 
ILome^for itiv^k. of payment, W laid the. w»«r ihfi> 
fore his parU^imetit. That aQ^embl^npanixDoufty dicbu^ 
that king Johnc<Hildjiot^ with^t ibn^jpnalcc^il^f^ 
|c^ this kin^don^ to;^ foreign f$f^ex,h And they. w^e iherte 
fore det)erxmne|d to (u{^ort4^ir.f<gfyj3r^igq agai^^'^e^fv 
orbuapt pretftnOpn,?^ , r '■... ... ■- ; • .1 ui 

During thUfdIgny the (lajt^it^^ provifors w4i enacr> 
Hd, rendering it pei^l U> pi:ocur«. ^y prcfeaf.atii^ns.;ld 
beneficct frojn \%^, Qj^m o^ Rofi^l^d fecuri^g rfie 
rights of all patrons »^ eleSors^ wjijej^^ been (f ^tl^^Mljr 
encroached on by 1 jth^ pppe f • : By ^^ fubfeqiAent, > ftatutcs^ 
every per(on w^. oi]|t-*lawed. w^^'C^ic^.^ny ^cwifepTi^ilH 
peal to the court of Brpm^^ / 1 ^ i / ^ 

. The laity at this tinajB feW*ft b«ve bcfn^^i^imrij 
prejudiced againft the papal fOW^%i 9^ even ipmewteil 
ag^nft ^heir pwp c(ei;gy » beq^ll<& of their connej^ioi^ ^vfyh 
the Ronun pontiff. ;They pre|;i$rKiedithat the ufiu-ii^ttoos 
of the pope were. the caufe oCiallfi^^^ plagues»:injvirie^, 
famine^ and poverty, of the realm.;, werte more deftnic* 
live to it than: ^1 the wan | ai^lr/WV^ the reaicin ^iVh]^ U 
pomained not .a third of the inhabitantsHaad commoditiest 
which it formerly pcAeffed: Tha^^the: taxes, levied by 
hiniy exceeded. five times thofe^paidto the king: That 
jevery thing was venaltn that finfuljpity of Rome; anj 
ihat even dbe patrons in England had whence learned to 
pr«Sife (imony without remorfe or fcruple^. At ano- 
ther time, they petition the king to employ no church* 
man in any office pf ftate " ; and they, even fpeftky in 

i plain 

* Rymer^ vol. iv. p. 434. .'^^Cotlon'iAbridg; p.ilo. 
» as Edw. III. yj E&r. nl "^ ^7 B5iiw. HI. 58 Bdw. 

m. ^ Cotton, p. 74, ia8, 119. ^ Ibid. p. iia. 
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C H Af/pliiii^ fttftnn^ of expdikig by fofte tke (mpai aiitborHjry 
XVI aiidthcr«bf piwiding a rcttn^Jy ag«ki{l^pfei5dm, wlikh 

V^s^'-^Jj^y j^iher cooM ti^r v/««iW i>rtt kWigifcr eAdurc *. Men 
'U^^ trll6^lali:«d in dlid Arklti, #l(ire itot ftr fi^rnif the reforma- 
«ton'{ Bat Ecbirsn^d SA not think ^tij^^ t0 fctond all tfifs- 
tM);^ ThoT ht p«lfcd'rtie^ft«»(e <)t-t^^iftyrs; ti« to6K 
jKldf QCttrc^ (rf^ k^ -c»^§DtAi»d^ and -tM j^iriiMiefit madb; 
frequent complaints of his negligence on this head*, 
He *as content with h4v1ng reduced l^h of the Romtlh 
tecleiiaflicS) ns poiT^fled revenues in Englandj to depend 
twirely upcn him by medns of that ftatute, 
'- As ib the police of the kingdom during this period, it 
•mm§ mnmi^y better than dtiring the tim^s of fa8ion, 
civil wars, and diferder, to which England was fo oftetl 
fkpofed: Yet were there feveral vices in the conftttmiofij 
ih* bad conlequenccs of which all the power add vigilance 
of the king could not prevent. The barons, by their 
cdtnfederacies with thofc of their own order, and by fup* 
porting and defending their retainers in every iniquity V 
were tht chief abettors of robbers, miirderers, and ruf- 
fiins of all kinds ; and ito law could be ciccuted againit 
thd'e criminals. The nobility were brought to give (heir 
promifein parliament, that ihey would not avow, retain, 
©r fupfjort any felon or breaker of the law^v yet this . 
ef^agerrifefit-, which we may wonder to fee exa^ed from 
men of their rank, was never regarded by them* The 
C^mtfioi^s iftakc continual complflints of the multitude of 
robbericsj murders, ravifhment of women, and other dif- 
orders, which, they fay, were become numberlds in every 
part at the kingdom, and which they iaiways afa-ibe to 
the prOto^ion which the criminals received from the 
greai ^> The kiifg of Cyprus, who psAd a vifit to Eng- 
land during this reign, was robbed and ftript on the high- 
way with his wh<>l(e retinue^. Edward htmfelf contri- 
buted to this diflblutlori of law» by hts facility in granting 
fardons to felons from the foUicitation of his courtiers, 
.aws were made to retrench this pi*erofarivc ^, and ire- 
titonilrances of the comittons were prefented sgtinft the 

abi^b 

: . .,.,.....! ,: 1 \ '; , i^nf 

' I'CdQbiH 9r 4ir^ ' w : R ftiA- pi ktg, it9; 

«9Qr. 130, 148. ^11 Edw. III. cap. 14. 4£dw. 

ill. cap. a. i$Edw. ni. cap. 4* ^ Cotton, p. 10, 

»f ttid: p.iu 6±^ 6^yy^» 160. a ,9 Walfing. i i^o. 
f MrEdw.III. cijHt& ^27 Edw.IlI.yta|>.ra. ni •^: * 
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aMfeof it^ : 'But to Ho purpoft: The gratifying a no- C H A.F- 
bleman of power and intereft continacd jfKH to be of XVK 
rtrore itnportance than the pfottftion of the peopk; ^^ — ^^tT^ 
'j^iic kirig ilfo granted mdny franchifes, which inter- *377- 
rttpted tbe coiirf(fiof jiiftice awd the execmion of • the 

u#s^ ■■ ; ■ . ■ ' ' 

' "CovtiA^t^tt SLtii induftrywere certainly at « very* ' 

\&9f ebb dtfrrtfg this period. The bad police df the cotin-' 
try alone affords a fufficient. reafon. T|ie tonly exports 
witre wobf, iRitis, hydcs, feather, butter, tin, lead, ind 
firth tfmnantifaiEhifed goods, oF which wool was By £sr 
the . moft ' W)nlid«rable. ' Kriyghion* has aflerted, ^hat' 
100,000 facks of wool were ^annually exported, andTdi 
^ twenty p^brffe'U 'fiick, m^ey^F that ^gc. Bat he' is > 
wkfdy iirfftiiteHJ^'itetli in m qtontkjr exporttid -^ntf tire; 
Vihie. In i'^i^j the pariiament'reriionftr^ that ^ the 
Jriflg, by an Ht^g^V itnpbfitibh ' of^ forty ftilKfi^s oft eadt 
fick cxpdrttjd, fwd-jevied 60,000 pounds a yeir^ : 'W?ndr 
red'uc<J8 the iifittufl' 'exports to* 30^000 facks. A facfc c6n- 
tained twenty-fijc ftone, and each ftone fourteen pounds ''^ 
j^At a ;fttr«filirii ^^ not Valued kt above fiVe pounds a 
litfc^; that fii'fcwfteen drfiftecii pbunds of oar pt^^feitf 
riftmcy. IQi^gtecltfs compttbHoiiP raifea It to fixt^'jJounds, 
which is near^four timjes the prefent price of woolirf 
Eiiglawd.^^ ^^AbeoraWg^ t6 this 'ftdtited computation, Hhc 
Export of i*^6ol i-ettlrned abodt 450,000 pounds of our f rc^ 
fent nioney, ijifteadof fix nililhons, which is stji exfraJ^a- 
gantfum." • • * - t . 

^Ei^Ward fendeavotired to Introduce and promote the 
i^ootten mafiuFiaurc by giving proteSibn arid eticburage- 
ment to fpreigh weavers ^, and by enafting a laW, pro-' 
h^iite cvcfy onfe to wear afiy cloth but of Englifh 
^?tkef* ■'nie'p^rikmertt prohibited the ex]Sortation of 
Woollen gbddky wliich was hot fo well judged, efpeoially 
wiiile the eipoftation of dn^^itought wool was fo much 
allowed and ^ctfliraged. A' like injudicious law was 
l^iide againft the exportation of manufaSured iron^. 
It ^pears from ,a record of the Exchequer, that in 

135^ Aeex^rfeOf fipg^and^mobntedto 294,184 pounds 
' ' ' * ■ fevcnteen 

^Cottpn, p. 7$. ^ Jbid. p. 54. « Ibid, p 4^, 69. 

^ j^Edjwr. lu. cap. 5. ^ Cotton, p. 49. w ,| e^w. 
JH. cap. 5. Rymer, vol. iv.' p. 723. 'Murimuti, p. 88. 
"* II Edw. lU.QZf, J, ^ a8 Edw. III. c3p. 5. 
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CHAP, fei^emeen {hillings and two-pence : The inoports to 38>97<9 . 

XVI. pounds three Siillings and fix-pence money of that 
^^*—^*^***^ time. This is a great balance, confidering that it arofe 
'377* chiefly from woollen goods, or rather of raw wool and- 
other rough materials. The import was chiefly linen and 
fine cloth, and fome wine. England feems to have been 
extremely drained at this time by Edward's, foreign expe- 
ditions and foreign fubfidies^ which made the exports io 
much exceed the imports. 

The firft toll we read of in England, for mending tl^ - 
liigh way, was impofed in this reign :. It was that foi; 
repairing the highway between St. Giles's and Temple* 
Bar*. 

In the firft of Richard IL. the parliament complain 
extremely of the decay of^ (hipping during the preced* 
ing reign, and alTert, that one fea-port formerly contained 
more veflels than were then to be found in the whole king«* 
dom. This' calamity, they afcribe to the arbitl'ary feizure 
of (hips by Edward, for the fervice of hi^ frequent expe^ 
ditions ^. / . . - v . 

Thxre is an ord^ of this king .dire£Ud to the 
mayor and (heriffii x>f Lpndon, to take, up all fliips o/ 
forty, tun and upwards to be converted into (hips oC^ 
war*. 

The parliament attentipted the impradicaUe fqheme, 
of reducing the price of labour after t^e peftilence, and. 
gifo that of poultry^. A reaper, in tlic firft week of 
Auguft, was not allowed to take above two pence a day, 
or near fix pence of pur-pre(ent nsoney; in the fecond 
week a third niore. A mafter carpenter was limited 
thro' the whole year to three pence a day, a common car* 
penter to two pence, money of that age ^. . It is remark* 
able, that in the fame reign, the pay of a oomnum foU 
dter, an archer was fi^ pence a day; which, by the 
change, both in denomination and value, would he equiva« 
lent to four or five {hillings of our preleut mo^ey ^. Sol* 

dier^ 

z Rymer, Vol v. p. jzp. ^ Cotton^ p. 155, 164^ 

^ Rymcr, vol. iv. p. 664. ^ 37 Edw. III. cap. 3. ^ 25 
Bdw III. cap I, 3. 

^ Dugdale's Baronage, vol. i. p. 784. Brady's hjft. vol. li. 
App. No. 92. The pay of a man at arms was quadruple. 
We inay therefore conclude, that the numerous armies, 

' foentiQnc^ 
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iKcrs were then inKfted only for a very (hort time : They CHAP. 
Jived idl^ all the reft of the year, and commonly all the XVL 
reft of their lives : One fuccefsfol campaign, by pav and ^— ^""-^^ 
plunder* ahd the canfom of prifoners, was fuppoied to be *377' 
a fmall fortune to a man ; which was a great allurement to 
fcnter into the fervice ^4 

. The ^aple. of wool, wool-fells, leather, and lead, 
ivas fixed by aft of parlian^nt in particular towns of 
England^. Afterwards it was removed by law to Calai? : 
But Edward, who commonly deemed his prerc^ative fin 
pcrior to law, paid little regard to thefe ilatutes; and 
when the parliament remonftrated \vith him on account of 
fiich aSs of power, he told them plainly, that he would 
proceed in that matter as he thought proper **. It is not 
eafy to aiTign the reaibn of this^ great anxiety for fixing a 
ftaple; unle& perhaps it invited foreigners to a market, 
when they knew before-hand, that they would meet there 
with great choice of any particular fpecies of comnK>diry. 
This policy of inviting foreigners to Calais was carried 
fofar* that -all Ertglifti merchants were prohibitied by law, 
iirom exportingany Englifh goods from the ftaple ; which 
tiras iaa manner the total abandoning of all navigation, ex- 
t«pt that to Calais '. A contrivarice feemingly- extraor 
dinary. 

^ LuxtTRY was complained of in that age, as well as 
in others of more refinenrient ; and attempts were made 
hy parliament to reftrain it, particularly on the head of 
tpparel, where furely it is the moft obvioufly innocent 
and inoffeniive* No man under a hundred a year was al- 
lowed 

yietitioned by hiflorians in thofe times, con(i{^cd chiefly of raga- 
fjAiflins, who followed the canipv and lived by plunder. Ed- 
Vafd^s armyi; before Calais cpnfuled of 3 1,094 ™Pn j yet 
its Day for fix^een months was only 127,201 pounds. Brady» 

•* Commodities feem to hare rilen fince the Conquejl. In- 
ftead of being ten times cheaper than at prefent, they were ii) 
the age of Edward III. onlythree or four times. This change 
ieems to ha^ire taken place in a great meafure (tnce Edward I. 
This king's allowance to the earl of Murray, then a priibner 
In Mottingham caftle, is one pound a week ; whereas the arch- 
hiOnap Of St. Andrews, the primate of Scotland, had only fix-r 
pence a day allowed him by the former king. 

f^ zy Edw. HI. ^ Cotton, p. 117. ^ zy ]EdWt 

in. cap. 7, 
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CHAP, lowed to wear gold, filver, or filk in ha doadis: ScT* 
XVI. vantt alfo were prohibited from eating flefli meat, or fiAi, 

^— v^*-> above once a day ^. It was eafy to forefise diat fuch ri- 
■377* dtculout laws moft prove ineffe^ali mnd could never be 
executed. 

The ufe of the French language^ in pltadiws and 
public deedsy was abolifhed \ It may appear fl^ange, 
that the nation (houM fo Long have worn this bodge dl 
conqueft. But the king and nobility feem never to have 
become thoroughly Englifh^ till Eldward's wars with 
France gave them an antipathy to that nation. YetftiUf 
it was long before the ufe of the Engiifh tongue came in^ 
to fafliion. The 6rft Englifli paper which we meet with 
in Rymer is in the year 1.386, during the rign of Ridn 
ardll.^ There are Spaniih papers in ttiat coUeftioa 
more antient ^ : And the ufe of the Latin and French ftiU 
continued. 

Wb may judge of the ignorance of this age in geogra^ 
phy by a ftory told in Robert of A?ic(bury. Pop^ Cle- 
ment VI. having in 1344> created Lewis of Spain prince 
of tbe fortunate Jfigndff meaning the Canaries^ thea 
newly^ difcovered ; the Engliih ambaflador at Rome and 
his retinue were feized with an alarm, that Lewis had 
been created king of England, and they immediately 
hurried home in order to convey this important intelli- 
gence. Yet fuch was the ardour for ftudy at this time, 
that Speed in his Chronicle informs iis, there were then 
30,000 (ludents in the univerfity of Oxford alone. What 
was the occupation of^ail thofe yoon^ men? To lear« 
very bad Latin, and ftill worfe Logic. 

In 1364, the commons petitioned, that in confidera- 
tion of the preceding peftilence, fuch perfoiis as pcfftSStd 
manors holding of the king in chief, and had let Itfe^^iit 
leafes without obtaining licences, might contiihie to exci> 
cifc the feme power, i\\\ the country was become more 
populous^. The commons were fenfible, that tbi^ fe- 
curity of pofleflion was a good means for rendering th^ 
kingdbm profperous and flourifhing; yet durft not ap^ 

« 37 Edw. in. cap. 8. 9, 10, &c. ^ 36 Edw. IH, 

cap. 1 5. ^ Rymer, vol. vii. p. 526. TWs p^»cr, hf 

the ftile, feeins to have been drawn by the Scots, ^^ was GgDe4 
only by the wardens pf the marches. ** jRyoicr, vol. vi. 

p. SS4. o Cotton, p. 97. 
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E 
ply, all at once, 
chains. 

There is not a reign among thofe of the antientEng- 
lifli nionarchs, which dcfenres- more to be ftudicd thin *377- 
that of Edward III. nor one where the domefiic tran- 
ladions will better difcover the true genius of that kind 
^f mixed government, which was thdn eftablifhed In 
England. The druggies, with regard to the validity and 
authority of the great charter, were now over : The 
king was acknowledged to lie under fome limitations : 
Edward himfelf was a prince of great capacity, not 
governe<l bv favourites, not led aKray by any unruly paf- 
iion, fenfible that nothing could be more eflential to his 
interefls than to keep on good terms with his people; 
Yet on the whole it appears, that the government, at bed, 
was only a barbarous monarchy, not regulated by any 
£xed maxin99».nor bounded by any certain undifputed 
rights, which were in praftice regularly obferved. The 
king conduded himfelf by one fet of principles; the 
hzrom by another ; the commons by a third ; the clergy 
ty a fourth. All thefe fyftems of government were con- 
trary and incompatible : Each of them prevailed accord- 
ing as incidents were favourable to it : A great prince 
rendered the monarchical power predominant : The weak- 
nefs of a king gave reins to the ariilocracy : A fuperftiti- 
QjLis age faw the clergy triumphant : The people, for whom 
alone government was inftituted, and who alone deferve 
confideration, were commonly the weakeft of the whole. 
But the commons, little obnoxious to any other order ; 
though they funk under the violence of tempefts, filently 
reared their head in more peaceable times ; and while 
the ftorm was brewing, were courted by all fides, and 
thus received ftill fome acceffion to their privileges, or, at 
word, fome confirmation of them. 

It has always been an eftabliifhed opinion, that the 
firft gold coins were not firuck till this reign : But there 
has lately been found one fo antient as Henry the third. 
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NOTE, Vol. II. p. 206. 

RYMER, vol. H. p. 216, 845. There cannot he the 
teaft queftion, that the homage ufually paid hj the Idngar 
of Scotland was not for their crown, but for fome other ter- 
ritory. The only queftioii remains, what that territory was ^ 
It was not always tor the earkiom of Huntington, nor the ho* 
nour of Peniyth | becaule we find it (bmetimes done at a time 
when theie poflciTions were not in the hands of the kings of 
Scotland. It is probable* that the homage was performed in 
general terms without any particular Specification of territory ; 
and this inaccuracy had proceeded either from fbme difpute 
between the two kings about the territory and feme cppofite 
claims, which were compromifed by the general homage, or 
from the (implicity of the age, which employed few words in 
every tranfadion. To prove this we need but look iiito the 
Ltter of king Richard, where he refigns the homc^ge of Scot- 
land, referving the uiual homage. His words ane, SdPpedidut 
W. Rex ligitts hmo mfitr dt^eniat de ommBus terris de quihus 
untecejjores fui antecejjwum nofirorum ligii homnes fuentnty et 
tiohis atque haredihus nojiris pdelitatem juratitfU. Rymer, vol. 
i. p. 65. Thefc general tenns were probably copied from the 
ufual form of the homage irfelf. 

It is no proof that the kings of Scotland poiTefled no lands 
nor baronies in England, becaufe we cannot find them in the 
inperfeft hiflories and records of that age. For inftaace, it 
appears clearly from another pafTage o? this, very letter of 
Richard, that the Scottish king had lands both in the county 
of Huntington and elfewhere in England ; tho* the earldom of 
Huntington Itfelf was then in the pcrfbn of his brother, David; 
and we know at prefent .of no other baronies, which William 
held. It cannot be expe^ed that we fhould now be able to 
fpecify all his fees which he either poiTefled or claimed in Eng- 
land ; when it is probable that the two monarchs themielves 
and their minifters would at that very time have differed in the 
lift : The Scoltifh king might poiTefs (bme to which his right 
was difputed ; he might claim others, which he did not poiTeu : 
And neither of the two kings was willing to refign his preten- 
fions by a particular enumeration. 

A late author of great induftry and learning, but full of pre- 
judices, and of no penetration, Mr. Carte, has taken advan- 
tage of the undefined terms of the Scots homage, and has pre- 
tended that it was done for Lothian and Galloway, that is, all 
the tcnitories of the country now called Scotland, lying fouth 
of the Clyde and Forth. But to refute this pretenfion at once, 
we need only confider, that if thefe territories were held in fee 
of the Englifh kings, there wculd, hy the raature of the feu- 
dal 
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itl law as eftabiiftred in England, have been continual appeafs 
irom them to the courts of the lord Paramont ; contrary to afi 
the hiftories and recoids of that age. We find, that, as fbpa 
«r Edward realty eftablifhed his fufyeriority, appeals immediately 
conunenced from all parts of Scotland : And that king, in hrs 
writ to the kmg's-bench, coniiders them as a neceflaiy con- 
lequence of the feudal tenure. Such large territories alfo would 
have (upplied a coniiderable part of the Engiiili armies, which 
never could have efeaped all the hiftorians. Not to mention 
that there is not any inftance of a Scots prifoner of war being 
.tried as a rebel, in the many hoftilities between the kingdoms, 
where the Scots annies were chiefly filled from the fouthem 
counties. 

Mr. Carte's notion with regard to Galloway, which com* 
prebends, in the language of that age, or rather in that of 
the preceding, moft of the fouth weft counties of Scotland ; 
bis notion, Ifiiy, rcfls on fo flight a foundatibn, that it fcarcely 
; merits bring rdfuted He will have it (and merely becaufe he 
will have it) that the Cumberiand, yielded by king Edmund to 
Malcolm I. meant not only the county in England of that 
luune, but all the territory northwards to the Clyde. But the 
cafe of Lothian deferves tome more coniideration. 

It is certain, that in venr antient language, Scotland means 
only the Country north of the friths of Clyde and Forth. I 
ihall not make a parade of literature to prove it ; becaufe I do 
not find that this point is difputed by the Scots themfelves. 
The (buthem country was divided into Galloway and Lothian : 
and the latter comprehended all the fouth eaft counties. This 
territory was certainly a part of the antient kingdom of Northum- 
berland, and was entirely peopled by Saxons, who afterwards 
received a great mixture of Danes among them. It appears from 
all the Englifh hiftories, that the whole kingdom of Northum- 
berland paid vety little obedience to the Saxon monarchs, who 
governed after the difiblution of the heptarchy, and the nor- 
thern and remote parts of it (eem to have fallen into a kind of 
anarchy, fometimes pillaged by the Danes, and fometimes con- 
curring with them in theu" ravages upon other parts of Eng- 
land. The kbgs of Scotland, hing nearer them, took at laft 
poffeilion of the coimtnr, whicn had fcarcely any govern- 
ment, and wc are told by Matthew of Weftminfter, p. 193, 
that king Edgar made a grant of the territory to Kenneth In. 
that is, he refigned claims, which he could not make ef- 
fectual, without beftowins on th^m more trouble and expence 
than they were worth : ^r theie are the only grants of pro- 
vinces made by kings ; and fo ambitious and a£Uve a prince as 
Edgar would never nave given preients of any other kind. Tho' 
Matthew of Weftminfter's authority may appear fmall with 
regard to {q remoto a, tranfaCUon g yet we may admit it in 

this 
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thttcafe, becaufe Oviem^, Vktltt^ a:0Md txttborkj, tells 16; 
p« 701^ that Makoiia adoiowledg^ to WiUttm Rdbs, tkat 
the conqueror iia4 confaroed to hilR dtt ioDiier grant df 
Lothian. Bmt k follows jMt, because BidgarfQade this ^ed» 
of grant to Kennetb^ that thccefore he ousted homage for that 
territory. Homage aad aU the rkes of the fesdal la^w weve 
Tcrj little knowa to the Saxons i «Bd ive uaoy alCb fuppoijS> 
that the claim of Edga^ vnts fe flatiqimtBd oiui 9«eak«. tint ib 
lefigning it, he made no veiy valuable conceffion, aiid i^eo- 
jieth might well refulfe to hold, hj fe precarious a temue, t. 
territory, which he at preleot held by the ^vord. In ihort, no 
author fays, he did homage for it. 

The only colour indeed of authority for Mr. Carte's notioo 
is, that Matthew Paris, who.wfote b the ickptai Henry III. 
before Edward's claim of ihpenorigr was h^rd of, ikys that 
Alexander III. did homage to H&bij III. pr§ Ltmduma 4t Ms 
terrU, See pa^ $55. This word ibesns naturally to be in- 
Urpreted Lothiaa. But in the Sak place, Matthew Paries 
teftimony, tho* confideraUe, will not outweight that of ail 
the other hiiloriansi, who &y that the Scots homage was isd- 
ways done for lapds in England. Secon^, if the Scots 
homage was done in geneeal terms (as has 'beenalieady proved) 
it is no wonder that hiftorians iiatottld differ in iheir account o£ 
the object of it, fince the parties themfelires were iiot io!Af 
agreed. Thirdly, there is xeaios to thidc that Laudianum 19 
Matthew Paris does not ciean Lothian in Scotland. There 
appears to have been a terri'^ory, which antiendy bore that or 
a fimilar name, in the north of Englai^ For (i) The 
Saxon Chronicle, p. 197, SaLjs that Malcolm Kenmure met 
William Rufus in Lodene in En^and. (2} it is agreed by 
all the hiftorians, that Henry II. only xeconqoered '^om Scot- 
land the northern counties of l^orthimdMriand, Combeifland» 
and Weihnoreland See Newbriggs, p. 385. Wyhes, p. 30. 
Hemingford, p. 492 Yet the &me countxy is .csiled by other 
hiftorians Loidis, comitatus Lodonedis, o^ £>me (uch name. 
See M.Paris, p. 68. M. Weft, p 247. Annal Waved, p, 
159. and Diceto, p. Jjs. (3) This laft imentioned Author, 
when he fpeaks of Lothian in Scotland, cdls it Loheneis, p. 
574, tho' he had called the Englifh territc^ Loidis. (4) Kii^ 
David's charter to the churc'h of Durham begins with this pa? 
f^ge. Omnibus Scotis ^ u^gHs^ tamm.^Scoiiaf ptamm Lommt 
cQuJlhuiis^ &c. See Spelman /GI0&. in ^mtho SsoUa, Whence 
we may learn, that the province of Lodoitiium was not only 
iituaied fonth of the Tweed-, but aHb extended beyond Dur- 
ham, and made a part of £ngland. 

I thought this long nojde eequifite in order ta correQ Mr. 
Carte's miftake, an author wfade diligeftce and indufhy^as 
given light to numy pafTages of the more amtient Bogliih^hliP- 
tory. 
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Digitized 



by Google 



i 
I 
f 



HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 417 

NOTE, Vol. II. p. 226. 

THROUGHOUT the reign of Edw. I. the affent 
of the commons is not once exprefTed in any of the 
ena^ng claufes ; nor in the reigns enfuing, till the 9 Edw. IIL 
nor in any of the enacting claufes pf 16 Rich. II. Nay evenfo 
low as Hen. VI. from the beginning till the 8th of his reign, 
the aflent of the commons is not once exprefTed in any ena^ng 
claufe. See preface to Ruffhead's edit, of the Statutes, p. 7. 
If it ihould be afTerted, that the conmions had really given 
their afient to theie ftatutes, tho* their names be totally omit- 
ted in the ftatutes ; this very omiflion, proceeding, if you will, 
from careleflhefs, is a proof how little they were refpeded. 
The commons were fo little accuftomed to tranfadt public buii- 
nefs, that they had no fpeaker, till after the parliament 6th 
Edw. III. See Piynne's preface to Cotton's abridg. Not till 
the firft of Richard II. m the opinion of moft antiquarianr. 
The commons were very unwilling to meddle in any ftate af- 
fairs, and commonly either referred themfelves to the lords, or 
dedied a feled committee of that houfe to affill them, as ap- 
pears from Cotton. $ E. III. n 5 ; 15 E. III. n. 17 5 21 
E. ni. n. 5 5 47 E. III. n. 5 ,jo E. III. n. 10 5 51 E. UI. 
n. 18 ; I R. II. n. 12; 2 R. IL n. 12 ; 5 R II. n. 14 s a 
pari. 6R- II. o. i4i f^^^' 2- 6 I^vH* »• S> &c. 



7heEndof tbt Second Volume. 
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